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BIOGRAPHICAL 



FERDINAND E. CUTLER. 

Ferdinand E. Cutler is the president of the Cutler Hardware Company, one 
of the leading wholesale establishments of Waterloo. He occupied a prominent 
posidon among the enterprising, alert and progressive business men of the city, 
in which he has made his home for forty-«ight years, or since t866. He was 
bom in Canada and during his early childh<}od his parents removed with Aeir 
family to I-ockport, New York, where he was reared and educated. He removed 
from that city to Iowa and. cstabli«hinqf hi*; home in Waterloo, brcnme one of 
the early merchants of Black Hawk county. Here he engaged in tht- j^rocery and 
hardware business as junior partner in the firm of Weathenvax & Cutler. That 
relation was maintained for several years, but in 1B71, Mr. Cutler sold out, in 
order to organize the firm of Crittenden & Cutler, dealing exclusively in hard- 
ware. A change in the partnership in 1873 led to the adoption of the firm styk 
of Cutler & Parker and this was continued until the incorporation of the bti«5ine5s 
in i8«7i under the name of Cutler Hardware Company. 1 h rough all iliesc years 
Mr. Culler was the active and managing ]>artner of the business and when the 
company was incorporated in 1891 he became the president and now is the prin- 
cipal owner of the plant The business was capitalized for twenty-four thousand 
four hundred dolfaurs and in the early period trade was conducted only along re- 
tail lines, but soon after the incorporation they bepfan a wholesale business on a 
small scale. Their patronapfe in that direction increased so rapidly that in T901 
they discontinued the retail business and since then have conducted an exclusive 
wholesale hardware establishment. In 1910 th^r erected their present business 
block, whidt is sixty by one hundred and forty feet and is five stories in height. 
The building has been constructed with so broad a frame and foundation that 
two more stories can be added if necessary and is especially arranged for their 
business with an eye to cotuenicncc. This building; is coiisiructed of steel and 
cement throughout and is practically the only true fireproof building in the state 
of Iowa. They now employ about thirty-five people, while their trade covers 
Iowa and southern Minnesota. The capital stodc and surplus at the present time 
is one hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars — a fact indicative of the con- 
tinued growth and prosperity of the enterjirise. Mr. Cutler as the founder and 
active head of the business deserves ^reat credit for buildini^ up this important 
commercial undertaking, which ranks among the foremost wholesale mercantile 
interest of Waterloo. Something of Im high standing in business circles is in-> 
dicated in the fact that he was honored with the presidency of the Iowa State 
Hardware Jobbers' As«ociation for three or four years. Mr. Cutler was one of 
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tiie founders of this oiganization. For the past three years, also, be has been 

on the membership committee of the National Hardware Jobbers* Association. 
He is widely known in trade circles and his business ability and personal worth 
have gained him high regard. 

In matters of citizenship Mr. Cutler has ever manifested a deep and helpful 
interest. He was a member of the first city council of W aicrloo following the 
incorfwration of tiie city and served in tfiat capacity for two terms. Mr. Ctttter 
bfts since respectfully declined to accept the offers of numerous political positions. 
He is most helpfully and heartily interested in all enterprises for the betterment 
of Waterloo, was one of the orp^nizers of the Commercial Club and P.oard of 
Trade and for fourteen years acted as its president, covering the period of the 
greatest growth of Waterloo He instituted many plans and measures which were 
directly resultant in bringing about the growUi and improvement of the city and 
the extension of its trade connections. He resigned about three years ago to the 
deep regret of many, for his worth was most widely recognized. He was presi* 
dent of the Humane Society followin},' its orjjanization and has been chairman 
of the board of trustees since the lime the L iiiversalist church erected its present 
house of worship. He has always taken an active and helpful interest in church 
woilc and, in fact, his influence is ever on tfie side of advancement Mid hnprove- 
ment along intellectual, material, social and moral lines. Fiatemally he is con- 
nected with the Masons. He occupies a fine home in Highland and he enjoys 
the high regard and respect of his fellow townsmen, for his life has at all times 
coirmended him to the confidence and good will of those with whom he has !ipen 
associated, while his abihty and public spirit have brought him prominently be tore 
the people at large. 



JOHN H, STEWART. 

. John H. Stewart, vice president, treasurer and manager of the Cement Tile 
Machinery Company, finds in laudable ambition the incentive for his persistent 
and indefatigable effort whidi, intelligently directed, is leading him contimially 
toward the goal of success. He was bom in Vermont in 1862 and when thirteen 
years of age accompanied Ills parents on their westward removal to Iowa, the 
family home being established in Winnebago coun*^', where John H. Stewart was 
reared to manhood and attended school, liis ad\aniagcs were somcwiiat luiuted, 
however, because of ^e coo^tatively undeveloped system of education at that 
early day* When a youtfi of but sixteen years he and his brother b^n drilling 
wells and he followed that pursuit for three years, after which he learned the 
carpenter's trade. He was cni{)loycd at the trade for three years and then b^an 
contracting and building on his own account. 

In 1898 Mr. Stewart removed to Waterloo, where he became prominent in 
business in contracting and architectural work, ultimately, however, confining his 
attention and activities to the latter. The last work he did of that character was 
in diawif^ the plans for the Kllis Hotel He had been accorded a liberal pat* 
ronage and had made for himself a creditable position in that field of labor, but 
in 1905 he turned his attention to other interests, organizing the Cement Tile 
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Machinery Company. Three years before, or in 1902, he got out a patent for a 
oement Mock machine, but later sold his interest therein and in 1905 he organised 
the Ccnu iit Tile Machinery Conipany, which was incorporated in that year and 

capitalized for thirty thousand dollars. Soiiictliiii^' of the growth and importance 
of the business is iiulieated in the t;ut that the eajiital stoek lias been increased 
to one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, of which eigJuy thousand dol- 
lars has been paid up. The present oflficers are: J. M. Schenk, president; J. H. 
Stewart, vice president, treasurer and manager; and H. A. Sharp, secretary. In 
1906 the company began erecting its present plant, containing thirty-two thou- 
sand square feet of floor space, and they have from twenty-five to fifty employes. 
Their business has fjradually grown along substantial lines and their output has 
a wide sale. Mr. Stewart is also president of the Cement Products Conipany 
and is thus an active factor in industrial circles of the city. His business methods 
have been thoroughly reliable and he has earned for hisnself an enviable reputa- 
tion as a careful man of business, being known in his deatii^ for his prompt 
and honorable methods, which have won him the deserved and unbounded con- 
fidence of his fellowmen. 

In 1884. Mr. Stewart was united in marriage to Miss Klla Allen, of Mankato. 
Minnesota, and they have become the parents of six children: W. 11., A. A., 
Nina C, Mildred V., Naomi and Russell. The eldest daughter, Nina, is now the 
wife of Clarence Basserear, of Waterkw, and Mildred is now Mrs. Fred Bartz. 
Mr. Stewart is a Mason and exemplifies in his lite the benetuent spirit of the 
craft. He has membership in the ('nrnmerrial ("lub and Board of Trade anrl his 
name is also on the membersliiij roll of the Town Criers Clul). I lis time and 
attention have been given mostly to his business alTairs and his close application 
and excellent management have brought to him the substantial degree of pros- 
perity which is today his. He is a man of resolute purpose, courage and industry, 
and his record proves that prosperity and an honorable name may be won 
simultaneously. 



HOPE C. MARTIN. 

Hope C. Martin, a wholesale and retail dealer in cigars antl tobacco at Water- 
loo, is a native of the city which is still his home, bnm in tS75. His father, 
Hent^- Martin, was a native of New Hampshire and about iiSo8 became a resi- 
dent 01 black Hawk county, casting in his lot with the early settlers. For an 
extended period he was engaged in the bakery business and was a lading 
factor in die material development of city and county in the early days. He died 
about twenty-four year> aj,'o and his demise was the occasion of deep and wide- 
spread rej^ret. for all who knew liim reeoRiU7e<l his worth and felt that the 
county suttered a loss in his jjassinj^ Mis wile, Mrs. Margaret .Martin, was a 
native of Halifax but came from Boston, Massachusetts, to Waterloo. She was 
called from tfiis life twelve years ago. 

Hope C. Martin acquired a public-school education. He became clerk of the 
Logan hotel and in 1897 ^« established a cigar stand in the hotel. Afterward he 
opened a wholesale and retail cigar business on Water street, where he remained 
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until his stock was destroyed by (ire. With characteristic energy, however, he 

immediately started again, opening his store in the Logan House block, and 
when that property was purchased by James Black he removed to his present 
location at No. 2TT East Fourth street, havirifj purchased this property for a 
permanent home for his wholesale and retail business. He is now conducting an 
extensive business, being a distributor of the best setting brands of tobacco and 
cigars liandlcd in the western marlcets. He has i^enctes in many of the cities of 
Iowa, Soutii Dakota and Itlinois and has built up a business of extensive and 
gratifying proportions. He has now altogether thirty-two agciu ies, cigar stores 
and news stand<^ in operation in Iowa, Illinois. Minnesota and the Dakotas and 
is represented upon the road by five travehng salesmen. The business has 
grown year by year until it b of extensive proportions and Mr. Martin is 
therefore accounted one of the leading merchants of his city. He is atso largely 
interested in a numl}cr of good real estate properties in Waterloo, including the 
Princess Theater and the Hotel Martin. 

Mr. Martin was united in marriage to Miss Maynie A. Barn, of Waterloo, 
and they have one daughter, Fay Dorothy. That Mr. Martin has attained high 
rank in Masonry is indicated in the fact that he is now a Mystic Shriner. He is 
also connected with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. He has memtier- 
ship in the Commercial Oub and Hoard of Trade and he was one of the organizers 
of the Town Criers Club. In polities he is a democrat, well versed on the ques- 
tions and issues of the day, anc] lie h.is served as chairman of the county central 
committee. One meetiiifj him at once reco^niizes that he is a inosl enenjctic man, 
alert, detcrniiiicd and resourceful. W hile he has never sought to ligure person- 
ally twfore the public in any light or any relation, his influence has been felt as 
a strong, steady, movit^ force in the business and civic development of the city. 



L. A. KXITTEL. 

L. A. Knittel has since 1899 been connected with the Waterloo Fruit Bt Com- 
mission Company, of which he is now the president. Advancement has come 

to him in rccoj^tntion of merit and ability and today as chief executive officer 
of the company he is in control of a large and substantial business that lont^ since 
reached gratifying proportions. He is a native son of Dubuque. Iowa, born May 
18, 1862, his parents being John and Mar)' ( I-'cttkether) Knittel, the former a 
native of Germany and the latter of Dubuque. After living for a period of years 
in her native city they removed to Bremer county about 187 1 and for an ex- 
tended period the father was idcntitied with mercantile pursuits in the town of 
Knittel, which had been .so named in his honor. He wa*; a progressive and rep- 
resen!ati\e iniNincss man of his community and when lie pa.ssed away in 1913 his 
death was the occasion of deep and sincere regret. His widow still survives. 

L. A. Knittel liad an excellent home training in those lines which make for 
upright character, white mental discipline came to him in his public-school educa^ 
tion, which was sup|)lementcd by a business course in Bailey's Commercial CoU^ 
at Dubuque. He then became comieetid with mercantiK' intere-t'; in the villap'e 
of Knittel and while thus engaged was appointed postmaster of the little town. 
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the third assistant posuiiaster of the United States giving the family nanie to the 
postofike. L. A. Knittel contimted in business tiiere for tfaree^and one-half yean 
and at the end of diat time went upon the road for Albert Holzer, who was the 
owner of a commission business which later became the Waterloo Fruit & Com- 
mission Company, lie represented Mr. Holzer for twelve years and f^aincd for 
him a liberal and gratifyinj^ patronajife. In 1899 the Waterloo Frnit &• Commis- 
sion Company was organized, taking over the business of Mr. Holzer, and at that 
time Mr. Knittel became a member of the firm and was elected one of the directors 
of the new company. Two years later he was elected president and has since 
continued in that capacity. His previous long experience with the trade made 
him thoroughly qualified to become an executive officer and the keen interest 
and ?an:ncity which he manifests in the direction of the business are factors in 
its growing and substantial success. 

In December, 1886, Mr. Knittel was united in juarriage 10 Miss Lena l egi- 
mder, of Bremer county, Iowa, and they have become the parents of six children, 
of whom four are yet living: Horace who is city shipping deric with the 
Waterloo Fnn't & Commission Company; Esther M., a student in the State Normal 
school at Cedar Falls; and Louis C. and Ruth C, who are attending the public 
•schools. 

Mr, Knittel holds membership in Helmet Lodge, No. 89, K. P., and also with 
the Ancient Order of United Workmen, the Commercial Qub and the Town 
Criers Club of Waterloo. He and his family are members of the Baptist church 
and they enjoy the high respect of all who know them, their sterling qualities 

gaining for them high r^rd. Mr. Knittel devotes his time almost exclusively to 
his hu.^iness, and his concentration of ])ur[)ose, his close application and his well- 
defined spirit of enterprise are the elements in his substantial success. 



IRA W. BLOUGH. 

Waterloo, strong, aggressive and growing rapidly, has furnished a fruitful 
field for the establishment and conduct of inqmrtant business interests, which in 
turn have acted as a boomerang in the upbuilding of the city. Prominent among 
the well-known representatives of financial interests is Irs W. Blou^, cadiier of 
the Iowa State Bank. He is a younp: man, having just completed his third decade, 
his birth having occurred ni Black Ha\sk county in 1884 He is a son of \V. A. 
Blough, of Waterloo, who was horn in Lanark. Illinois, and in his childhood was 
brought 10 this county by his parents in i860. His father was A. J. Blough, one 
of the pioneer dentists of Waterloo. On reaching young manhood W. A. Blough 
chose farming as a vocatitm and was engaged in general agricultural pursuits and 
stock-raising in Orange township until he retired from active business life and 
took up his abode in the county seat, where he has resided continuously since 
KUO — one of the worthy and hifjhly respected residents of this city. 

Spending his youthiui aays upon the old home farm, Ira W. Blough was 
educated in the schools of Orange township and also spent several terms in the 
Mount Morris College at Mount Morris, Illinois. He ^en returned to the home 
farm and devoted the succeeding two years to the work of the fields. At the end 
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of that time, however, he came to Waterloo and became associated with the Iowa 
State Bank as collector. By diligent service, trustworthiness and ability he has 
won promotion from time tn time until he ha^ pa<:'-c(l through all the iiitcnnedi- 
ate positions to that of cashier, in which capacity he has served since i<i\2. lie 
is a popular and obliging ofticial. ever courteous to the patrons of the bank, ex- 
tending favors wherever possible, and at the same time he b most loyal to the 
interests of the institution and careful in safeguardii^ its |nisiness stability. 

In Mr. Blough was married to Miss Alta Rodatnar, a daughter of Ben- 
jamin Rodamar, one of the early residents of Hlack 1 lawk county, of whom men- 
tion is made elsewhere in this work, Mr and Mr? RInngh have one child. 
Mary Jean. They are members of tiie Church of the Brethren and Mr. Blough's 
interest in community affairs is indicated in the fact that he is a member of the 
damber of Commerce, of die Waterloo Gub and the Town Criers Cub. His 
entire Ufe has been spent in this county, where he is widely and favorably known, 
and fc V of the young men of Waterloo have a broader acquaintance or are held 
in higher esteem than is Ira W. Blou£^. 



HON. HENRY O. BERNBROCK. 

The sentiment is rapidly {jrowini? that practical business men. ca|)able of 
understanding and handling alTairs of imjxjrtance. shotiM have control of the law > 
which regulate trade conditions and affect the general iniercsts of society. .More 
and more business men who have proven their worth as factors in the business 
world are being called to direct and shape legislation and mark out the policy 
of city, state and nation. As such a man the Hon. lUnry O, Bembrock is well 
known and at the present writing is the representative of his district in the gen- 
eral assembly of Iowa, to which |K)sition he was elected on the reptiblican ticket. 
His connection with the industrial life of Waterloo is that oi proidciU oi the 
Waterloo Laundry Company and president ot the Model laundry Company, 
and in those capacities he has carefully developed and systematized his business. 
He dates his residence in Waterloo from March, 1902. 

Mr. Bernbrock was born in Quincy, Illinois, February 12. iS"}. and pursued 
his education in the public schools of that city and in St. T'ranci< I ollcj^'c When 
sixteen years of age he entered into active connection with tlu laundry business 
in Chicago, where he remained for about two years and then returned to Quincy. 
where he became connected with the Weems Laundry Company, controllit^ one 
of the most extensive laimdries of the middle west. About 1897 he became a 
partner in the Weems Laundry at Springfield. Illinofo, and there remained until 
U)02. when he came to Waterloo and purchased an intere*;t in the Waterloo 
Steam Laundry. In August of the same year he Ijought out liis partner and 
since that time has been at the head of the business. At intervals, however, he 
has been associated with partners. On the 29th of June, 1914, the business was 
incorporated under the name of the Waterloo Laundry Company with Mr. Bern- 
brock as the president and A. J. Comwell as secretary and treasurer. r.ro uU ji^ 
ing the scope of his activities, he is now al^o the president of the Model Laundry 
Com{)any and he is a member of the board of directors of the Home Building & 
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Loan Association. I^rosptrity has attctukd his ctYorls during the perioti ot' his 
residence in this city and with faith in its tuture he has invested quite extensively 
m real estate in Waterloo and is now the owner of much valuable pt oiJct i\ . 

On the iSth of tt-bnoLTy^ 1910, Mr. Bernbrock was united in marriage to 
Miss Jean Marchani, of Waterloo, and they reside at No. 709 South street. 
Thcv are menihers of the Sacrod Ilrarl Komati Catholic church and Mr. Bern- 
brock holds memhcrsliip with tiic llcncvoicnt i'rotectivc ( )rdcr of F.Ik*?. He is 
also a inenibcr and director 01 the Chamber of Commerce, the Commercial C lub 
and the Town Criers Qub and is actively and helpfully interested in all move- 
ments for the upbuilding of Waterloo and the uplift of her citizenship. His life 
record serves to indicate what may be accomplished in a business way when there 
is the will to dare and to do, for obstacles and difficulties can always be overcome 
by persistent, earnest, indefatigable and honorable effort. 



CONRAD D. WANGLER. 

Conrad D. Wangler was a pioneer druggist of Waterloo and f'>r many years 
one of the prominent, representative and successful business men of the city, 
but commercial interests indicated but one phase of his existence. Whenever aid 
was needed in public affairs, whenever a worthy individual sought his help, 
assistance was freely and generously given and thus in many ways he left the 
impress of his life for good Upon the welfare and upbuilding of the community 
in which Ik- li\c(l. 

A native uf (jcrinany, Conrad D. Wangler was bom in Haden on the .Sth of 
January, 1851, his parents being Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Wangler, who always re- 
mained resi<tents of the fatherland. The subject of this review, however, left 
Germany when a youth of fifteen years. He had already acquiral a mastery of 
the preliminary branches of learning in the schools of his native country, and 
after crossing the Atlantic alone at the age of fifteen in 1866, he continued his 
e(hi atinii in the schools of Cedar Falls, Iowa, to which place a sister had pre- 
ceded hmi. There he not only became familiar with the Enghsh lanj^uaj^c but also 
came into touch with American thought, habits and customs as e.xeiiiplitied in the 
lives o£ the school children of that district. Later he became a student in the 
schools of Waterloo and here completed his more specifically literary course 
He next entered the College of Pharmacy at Cincinnati. Ohio, and completed the 
course by graduation with the class of 

Mr. Wanjjler again became a resident of \\ aterloo in 1878 and in connection 
with his brother, R. C. Wangler, purchased the drug business of Carpenter & 
Smith. Their store was located on East Fourth street, but about a quarter of a 
century prior to the death of CoAirad D. Wangler a removal was made to the comer 
of Kast Fourth and Lafayette streets, the brothers there erecting a good business 
block: They conducted a retail business alone for some time but afterward sold an 
interest to Mr. Todd, at which time the firm ^tylc of W anj^lcr Brothers & To<ld 
was assumed. It was about that time or in 1900 that the V\ angler Drug Company 
was organized for the conduct of a wholesale drug business, with C. D. Wangler 
as the president. Papers of incorporation were taken out and the business was 
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capitalized for one hundred thousand dollars, but after a few years they withdrew 
from the wh<riesale trade to again concentrate their efforts upon the retail busi* 

ness. They had a lai)^ and well appointed store, canning an extensive stoclc of 
gomis and dotng everything in their pnwcr to meet the wishes ami requirements 
of the pulilic. Conrad I). Wanglcr was also nni- of ilic founders of the Waterloo 
Building it Loan Association and for many years served as one of its directors. 
He was energetic and detemuned and quickly recognized the possibilities and the 
obstacles in any business situation, utilising^ die former to the best advantage and 
overoomin^; i!i latter by determined and honnrabk- I'ffnrt. 

On the 5th of May. 187R, at Cedar Falls, Mr. Wanglcr was united in marriage 
tn Miss Kathryn Landf^raf and they became the parents of three daughters: 
Clara L., now the wife of W. P. Kerwin, of Oelwein ; Agatha M., who became tlie 
wife of F. C. Branigcr of Waterloo, and who since the latter's demise about four 
years ago has been with her mother; and Gertrude J., also at home with the 
mother. Mr. and Mrs. Wangler had celebiated their thirtieth wedding anniversary 
ere death separated them. He was most devoted to the welfare of his fannly and 
counted no sacrifice on his part too {^rcat if it would enhance their happiness. Tie 
also held friendship inviolable and was always ready to extend a helping hand to 
a friend. 

In politics Mr. Wanglcr was a democrat, recognized as one of the i>arty leaders 
in Black Hawk county. He frequently served as a member of important demo- 
cratic committees and attended congressional and state conventions as a del<^te. 
His religious faith was that of the Catholic church, hi^ membership being in St. 
Joseph's. 1 le was the first to propose the eon>tnu-tion of the new .St. h'nuicis 
Hospital and was a most entliusiastic worker when the plan was actually under 
way. At Ae end his greatest desire was to live to see the consammation of hb 
hopes, but this had been planned otherwise. He belonged to the Knights of Colum- 
bus and held the office of grand knight for two years. He was also a member of 
the Waterloo lodpe of Fdks. To his church he was a most generous contributor 
and was equally liberal in charitable work, serving as treasurer of the Associated 
Charities of Waterloo at the time of his death. Wherever he was known he was 
held in high esteem and most of all where he was best known. His long residence 
in Waterloo brought him a very wide acquaintance and all with whom he came hi 
contact were glad to call him friend. He left the impress of his individuality for 
good upon many activities with which he was connected and the material, political, 
social and moral progress of the city was furthered through his cooperation. 



GEORGE G. DUNN. 

George G. Dunn is the ])roprietor of one of the lendiiif: and j)o])nlar retail 
establishments of Waterloo, the nature of ilie business Ik inti; indicated in its name 
— the Waterloo Furniture Company. Mr. Dunn s comuciion with the city covers 
a period of seven years. He was bom in Van Buren county, Iowa, in 1S64, and 
there spent the days of his boyhood and youth, the public-school system of the 
county affording him his educational privileges. His life work has been along 
the line of the furniture trade. He was first engaged in the furniture business in 
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Garden City, Kansas, where he remained for a few years, and later he was located 
at odwr places until he came to Waterloo in 1907, at whtdi tune he bought out 
the Waterloo Furniture Store and has since continued the business under the 
name of the Waterloo Furniture Comixiiiy He oi ciiiiies the entire building at 
Nos. 312-314 East Fourth street. The building is forty-four by eighty feet 
an<l five stories in heijjht and he has nearly twenty thousand square feet of floor 
si)acc which he utilizes in the conduct of a strictly retail furniture businei.s. In 
his establishment is found furniture of all grades and of both foreign and do- 
mestic manufacture. His stock enables him to meet the demands of any taste 
and pocketbook and he has ever in his trade recognized the fact that satisfied 
patrons are the best advertisement. In addition to being proprietor of the Water- 
loo Furniture Company he is also at the head of the Dunn-Uosmer Furniture 
Company of Dubuque. 

In 1885 Air. Dunn was unUed in marriage to Miss Ida Jac<ihs and they have 
become the parents of two children : R. A., who is in charge of the Dunn-Hosmer 
Furniture Company at Dubuque ; and Bel%-ia, at home. The parents are members 
of Hrace Methodist Episcopal church and guide their lives by t(.achiii*;s. 

Mr. Dunn a!sn a faithful representative of tlie Kiii^'hts of I'ythias and the 
Motleni \\ oodnKu of America, and he licit mgs furthermore to the Commercial 
Club and Hoard of Trade, an organization whidi lias for its object tlic welfare, 
betterment and bustness development of the community. He deserves much 
credit for what he has accomplished, as he started out in life empty-handed and 
without the assistance (if influential friends. Today he is at the head of an 
extcn'^ivc and iirofitablc liusiiics> wliicli furnishes employment to many salesmen. 
He has their loyalty and high regard, {or his has never been the command of the 
tyrant to go but the call of the leader to come. 



CHARLES SHERWOOD. 

Lharlcs .Sherwood is by the cnnseTistis of public oiiinion the lca<linj,' tlorisl of 
Waterloo, conducting businchs ai> proprietor of tjie Sherwood Greenhouses. A 
residence of a third of a century in this city has made him wdl known and his 
fellow townsfflKn have had ample opportunity to judge of his business methods. 
He was bom in Yorkshire, England, in 1853, and there learned the florist's busi- 
ness, with which he has been identified from the time he reached the n^v of twelve 
years and with which he has lui ii prominently ef)niucied from the aj^e of sixteen. 
On crossing the Atlantic to the new uurld he ma<le his way at oiicc to Waterloo, 
where he had an uncle living who was engaged in the gardening business. 

Charles Sherwood tnrent to work in the greenhouse of a Mr. Fowler and twenty- 
eight years ago embarked in business on his own account, csiahhMiing a green- 
house wlieri- tlu: Inu.i Dair\- Sej'>nnitf)r plant is now locatol. lie sold out to that 
company about ten year.-, ago and removed tn h\< prest'nt location at No. 550 
Conger street, where he is the proprietor of niamtnoth greenhouses, having tifty 
thousand feet under glass. The company of which he is a member raises all kinds 
of plants and cut flowers and deals in seed. It has a downtown house on East 
Fourth street, in die heart of the city, and its trade has steadily grown and has 
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now reached extensive and gratifying proportions. Mr. Sherwood's long con- 
nection with the business has made him fanriKar with eveiy phase thereof. He 

knows botany from both the practical and scientific stancl|)oints and is acquainted 
with the most modern mpthod< of plant production lie has studied the effect of 
soil and climatic conditions and there are few men better informed concerning the 
best methods of plant production than Mr. Sherwood, 

In 1882 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Shen^ood and Miss Mar>' j. 
Httggins, also a native of England, and to them have been bom three sons : Albert 
Charles ; Herbert William, who has charge of the store ; and Frank Huggins. The 
oldest and youngest sons are also associated with their father in the conduct of 
the l)usiness and have been t!ioronj^>1dy trained therein. The firm is today one of 
the foremost in its line in tliis part of the state. 

Mr, Sherwood is a member of the Nfasonic fraternity and of tiic Eastern 
Star. He also has membership with the Maccabees, the Tribe of Ben Hur, the 
Fraternal Union and the Sons of St. George. While he retains a deep love for 
his native land, he is still more deeply attached to the land of his adoption and he 
has never had occasion to regret his determinatton to come to the new world, for 
here he has found the business opportunities which be sought and in their utih/a- 
tion has gradually worked his way upward. Ability an<l merit will come to the 
front anywhere and it is these qualities which have established Charles Sherwood 
as a leading representative of the florist's business in Waterloo. 



JAMES E, DEMPSTER. 

James F. l )eni|)ster, United States connnissioner and secretary of the Home 
Building & Loan .Association of Waterloo, of winch city he ha.s been a resident for 
eight years, was bom in Fayette county, Iowa, in 1867. There he was reared and 
educated, attending the public schools and also the Upper Iowa University at 
Payette. He early took up the occupation of farming, which he followed con> 
titjuously until about twcnty-ntnc years of at^e. when he wa« calletl to [mblio office, 
bein^ elected anditor of l'"a\etle tonnty. in whicli ])nsili(>ii he made such a credit- 
able record during his hrst term that he was reelected and served for four years. 
He afterward became easier of the First State Bank of Lesueur Center, Min- 
nesota, where he remained for five years, and in 1906 he arrived in Waterloo. For 
one year he was special agent for a fire insurance company, after which he en^ged 
in the general iiisnrnncc business on his own account. He al^o fdled the otTKc of 
justice of peace for four years and his decisions were strictly fair and impartial 

On the 14th of July, 1913, .Mr. Dempster becatne secretary of the Home Build- 
ing & Loan -Association and on the 22d of May, 1912, he was appointed United 
States commissioner for diis section. His appointnwnt found its jtistification not 
only in his alnlity but also in the fidelity which he had ever displayed in the dis- 
charge of offictal duties intrusted to him. His time is now divided between his 
official service and his duties in connection with the Home Building & Loan Asso* 
dation. He is also secretary of the West Waterloo school board, aiid he takes an 
active and helpful interest in many matters pertaining to the' general good, cooper- 
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atii^ heartily in all the plans and projects which arc initiated for the upbuilding 
of the county and die advancement of dvic standards. 

In Mardi, 1889, Mr. Dempster was united in marriage to Miss Myrtle Smith, 
of Fayette county, and utito them have been bom two children: John F., who is 
with the Firestone Tire & Rubber Company, with headciuartcr? at Minneapolis. 
Minnesota; and James M.. who is with the Yoiinj^ Coal C onipany of Waterloo. 
Mr. Dempster is an Episcopalian in religious faith, and he also has membership 
with the Masons and with the Modem Woodmen of America. He is ever true to 
his professitMis and loyal to every cause which he espouses and his well spent life 
has won him high regard. While he has been a resident of Waterloo for only 
d|^t years, he has been a resident of the state nearly all his life and Iowa finds in 
him a representative citizen, who in all of his public service has subordinated per- 
sonal aggrandizement to the general good. 



a G. BICKLEY, M. D. 

The student of history cannot carr) his investigations far into the annals of 
Black Hawk county without learning that the Bickley family has been long, closely 
and lumorably identified therewith. It is of this family that Dr. G. G. Biddcy is a 
rquresentative. He was bom in Waterloo in 1886 and is a son of Dr. G. G. Bick- 

Sr., now deceased, who was one of the pioneer physicians of Waterloo, where 
he practiced continuously and successfully for many years. His ability in that 
direction and his efforts in other connections made him one of the most widelv 
known and prominent citizens of the coimty. He died October 30, 191 1. and in 
his passing the community lost one of its honored and representative citizens. 
His son and namesake was reared under the parental roof and received home 
trainii^ that tended to develop the best and strongest in him. His advantages 
for an education were those afforded by the public schools and ultimately he 
was graduated from the West Waterloo high school with the class of 1905. The 
succeedmg two years were devoted to the mastery of a literary course in the 
University of Iowa and he then spent one year in study in the medical depart- 
tncDt of the State University. At the end of that time he entered Hahnemann 
Medical Cbllcfe of Chicago, from vdudi he was graduated on the completion 
of the three years* course, receiving his diploma and his M. D. degree in 19 11. 
He afterward spent eighteen months in Chicago in connection with the Baptist 
Hospital and his experience there was of untold value to him, as it enabled him 
to put his theoretical knowledge to the practical test and to gain that broad 
e3q)erience wluch only ho^tal service can hnag. 

Dr. Bickley returned to Waterloo in 1913 and has since et^aged in general 
practice, foiling forward constantly as the result of his ability, determination and 
laudable ambition. 

In 1914 Dr. Bickley was united in marriage to Miss Lois F.vclyn Storm, a 
daughter of E. M. Storm, of Waterloo. Both are widely and favorably known in 
this city and county, genuine personal worth winning for diem the confidence and 
good'will of all with whom th^ have come in contact Dr. Bickley belongs to die 
Waterloo, Black Hawk County, Iowa State and Illinois State Homeopathic Med- 
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ical Asaodatioos and he is a i^ysidan in attendance at the hosiMtals of this ci^. 
It is cliaracteristic of him that what he undertakes he accompltdies and the more 

difficult the medical problem which confronts him the more anxious and deter- 
mined he is to gain a successful solution thereof. He i? constantly reading along 
broadening lines and keeps in touch with the advanced thought and purpose of 
the medical profession. 



LO\ ANE S. PARSONS. 

Lovane S. 1 'arsons, as proprietor ot the L. S. Parsons Music iiou.se, i.s at the 
head of one of the most important commercial enterprises of Waterloo; in fact, 
this business is the largest of its kind in this section of the state, having enjoyed a 

steady and substantial growth since it was established on the 5th of August, 1876, 

by him who is still the proprietor. 

Mr. Parsons is one of Xcw England's native sons. He was born in Vennoiit in 
1852 and was reared and educated in the Green Mountain state. Upon attaining 
his majority he left home and wait to Boston, where he remained for about two 
years, but at that time h? heard the call of the west and made his way to Iowa in 
1876. He came at once to Waterloo and here embarked in the music trade but his 
first cstalilishnieni bore little resemblance to the business of the present time, for 
at the outset he had hut one organ and one piano. He has continued in the busi- 
ness now for over thirty-eight years and his trade has gradually increased. His 
store was originally located on East Fourth street, where he remained until njo2, 
when he erected his present large business blocks forty by one htmdred feet and 
three stories and basement. He occupies the entire building, conducting a laige 
retail business, although he also sells to some extent to the wholesale trade and is 
represented by several agencies located in different town?; in Towa. He handles 
many of the standard makes of pi.-mos and abotit onc-third nf the tmtpnt i> manu- 
factured esi>ecially fur liini with his name slampctl thereon. He sells abuul one 

hundred thousand dollars' worth of instruments, mostly pianos, annually. . The 
business has thus grown and die success of Hit enterprise is attributable entirely 
/ to the pfogressive methods and the close application and unflagging enterprise of 

Mr. Parsons. He is thoroughly acquainted with tlie mu'^ic trade and long ex- 
perience has taui^ht him how to purchase iu(hciou>ly and sell with a fair jiroht. 
He has ever recognized the fact that satislied patrons arc the best advertisement 
and in trade circles he enjoys an imassailable reputation. He is also extensively 
interested in farm lands in Iowa and Texas and is the owner of much valuable 
city property, his investments having been most judiciously made. 

In 1878, Mr. Parson^ was united in marriage to Miss LiHie narraVvrnnt. of 
Waterloo, who died December 29, 189.^. They had one son, 1 tarry O., who is 
now general manager of the music house. He was born in \\ aterloo in 1880, 
was reared in this city and completed his education as a student in the East 
Waterloo high school. He has been reared in the piano trade and is familiar 
Iwith every phase of die business. He became his father's assistant at an early 
age and as the years passed on larger responsiliilitics were intrusted to him 
On the nth of September, 1906, he was united in marriage to Miss Mathilda 
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P, Myers, of Waterloo, and they have become the parents of two children, 
Hanry Otto and Vtiigink Myers. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 

the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias and the Fra- 
ternal Order of Eagles. He also belongs to the Commercial Club and Board 
of Trade and is popular in these diflferent organizations, exemplifying in his 
life the beneficent spirit that constitutes the basic element of these different 
fraternities. He is also a communicant of Christ Episcopal church. In busi- 
ness circles he is widely and favorably known and is one of the directors of the 
Waterloo Retail Merchants Association. 

L. S. Parsons was again married in 1896, Dr. Fmma Dawson l>ecoming his 
wife. She was one of the two doctors who owned the Waterloo Electric Cure 
and ha^ attained hij^h rank in her profession. She received her more specific 
literary education at the Western Xornial College, Bushnell, illinois. She then 
attended the medical school at Ann Arbor, Michigan, for two years and was 
graduated in medicine in 1890 from the Northwestern University. Mr. Parsons 
is a Knight Templar Mason and also a member of the Mystic Shrine. The 
principles whidi govern his conduct are further indicatec! in the fact that he is 
a member of the I'irst Congregational church of Waterloo and belongs to the 
Commercial Club and Board of Trade a«id the Waterloo Retail Merchants 
Association, thtis keeping in active touch with those efforts whidi are being 
made to extend the trade relations of the city and promote its affairs. The 
sterling tnt^rity of his character has naturally gained for him the respect and 
confidence of his fellowmcn. Tie i^^ widely antl favorably known throughout the 
county. The terms nro£jrt.'ss and ]>atrinti<m iiiij^dit 1il- considered the keynote of 
his character, for throughout his career he has labored for the improvement of 
every line of bostness or public interest with which he has been connected. He 
stands, as an excellent representative of our best type of American manhood and 
chivalry. 



l\ E. RITZ. 

P, E. Ritz, an attorney of W aterloo engaged in active practice in this city 
.since 1913, was bom at Sergeant Bluff, seven miles from Sioux City, Iowa, in 
1882. His father, P. E. Ritz, Sr . was al-o a native of that place, bom in i860. 
He there carried on farming and i.s siill living in that city, with the .igricultural 
interests of which he has been identified from pioneer times. He is a son of 
John A. Ritz, who came from Pennsylvania and settled at Sei^nt Bluff among 
the earliest residents of Iowa. At that time the Indians were more numerous than 
the white settlers and he had various cxj)crienccs with the redmcn. The prairies 
were covered with native grasses and the forests were uncut. Wild iy;-amc of all 
kinds was to he had in abundance and there were also many wild animals, some 
of which were a menace to the live j.tock upon the lamis. In addition to develop- 
ing his farm property , John A. Ritz assisted in building the Northwestern Railroad 
from Sioux City to Omaha. 

P. E. Ritz, whose name introduces this review, spent his youthful days under 
the parental roof and after mastering the branches of learning taught in the lower 
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grades of school he entered fte high school of Sioux City, from which he was 

graduated with the das.-, of 1902. He then entered the Iowa State University and 
won his l^achelor of Arts degree with the class of 1907. His broad literary learn- 
ing thus sen-cfl as an excellent foundation upon which to rear the superstructure 
of professional knowledge. Deciding upon the practice of law as a life work, he 
began studying in the State University of Iowa and was admitted to tiie bar in 
1909. For three years he was prindpal of tiie commercial department of the East 
Waterloo high school and was the organizer of that department* He was after- 
ward made principal of the entire school and so continued for a year, but at the 
end of that time resigned his ])Osition to take up the practice of law, which he has 
since followed in all of the stale and federal courts, lie served as special assistant 
county attorn^ under \V. P. Hoxie during the fall of 1913 and again in 1914. He 
has been connected with much important litigation tried in Waterloo and it is 
well known that he prepares his cases with great thoroughness and care, while in 
their presentation he is strong, cogent and logical. 

In 1908 Mr. Ritz was married to Miss Ora Iris Crozier, of North l-iherty. 
Iowa, and they have two children, Russell Wesley and Robert E, The parents 
attend the I irst Presbyterian church and genuine perscmal worth has won for them 
the high regard of an extensive circle of friends. Mr. Ritz is a member of the 
Commercial Qub and Board of Trade and he has been identified with many in- 
terests of worth in his city. He is a stockholder in the Chautauqua Association, is 
at present the secretary, and for four years acted as manager in planning and 
conductint^ the Chautauquas held here. He belongs to the Black Hawk County Bar 
Association and he enjoys the high regard and good-will of his fellow practi- 
tioners because of his close conformity to the highest ethical standards of the 
profession. His interest in all that pertains to the welfare of dty and county is 
unabating and, while he holds to hi^ ideals, he uses the most practical methods 
for their fulfilling. 



CLYDE ORRIN LAMSON. 

Clyde Orrin Lamson, a well kno\\n figure in real-estate circles in Waterloo, 
was born in Waverly, Iowa, February 5, 1873, a son of James and Cornelia F. 
(Davis) Lamson, who were natives of New York and of iowa respectively. The 
father served as a soldier in the Ninth Iowa Volunteer Infantry during the Civil 
war, remainif^ at the front for three years, during which time he participated in 
the battles of Missionary Ridge, Lookout Mountain and other important engage- 
ments which led to the final victory that crowneil the Union arms. He and his 
wife are now residents of Anamosa, Iowa, where they have many warm friends. 

Clyde O. Lamson spent his youthful days in Waverly and in Anamosa, Iowa, 
and after completing his public-school education won his diploma of graduation 
from the pharmaceutical dq>artment of the State University of Iowa witii the 
class of 1894. He then came to Waterloo and entered the drag store of C B. 
Henderson & Company as prescription clerk, occupying that position for two 
years. He then \^'ent to Ilamptcvn. Towa, where he remained in a drug store for 
a year. On the expiration of that period he returned to Anamosa and estab- 
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Hshed a drug store on his own account. He conducted that business for two 
years and then came to Waterloo, where he establbhed a real-estate oflfice and has 
since engaged in tiiat line of business. He has negotiated many important real- 
estate transfers and is one of the foremost real-estate men of the city. This does 
not cover the scope of his activities, however, for in the fall of 1 914 he opened 
the Russcll'Lamson Hotel of Waterloo, which he had erected and which is one 
i f the finest in the west It is thoroughly modem in every particular, equii)ped 
after tlie most iniproveii style of hotel furnishings, and would be a credit to a 
nnicfa larger city. Important and extensive as are his business interests in con- 
nectioo with the management of the hotel and the conduct of his real-estate busi- 
ness, Mr. Lamson has still further mterests, being connected with the J. S. Kemp 
Manufacturing Company, which was organized in Waterloo in 190;^ -a^ an addition 
to the original company in Newark Valley, New York. That business was pur- 
chased by Mr. Lamson and others and is continued for the distribution of fer- 
tilizers, 1^ the Intemati<ma1 Harvester Company, who purchased tiie business at a 
good figure about 190& The factory and main business, however, are at Waterloo 
and at this point an extensive trade is enjoyed. He also built tiie Russell-Lamson 
office building at the comer of Fourth and Commercial streets, which w.is the 
iirst office building in Waterloo equipped with elevator service. Mr. Lamson is 
both a forceful and resourceful man, reatly to meet any emergency and cai>able of 
wisely directing his business affairs to a successful completion. 

On the 38tfi of April, 1897, in, Waterloo, Mr. Lamson was united in marriage 
to Miss Lillian Rkhards Russell, a daughter of Renssdaer Russell, who was 
bom at Snowdcn, New York, in 1828, and in 1856 arrived in Waterloo. He was 
married in 1853, in his native state, to Miss Caroline M. Richards and they soon 
became widely and favorably known in social circles of Waterloo, while Mr. 
Russell made for him.self a creditable place in business life. He was one of the 

first bankers of this city and was tiie owner of extensive landed possessions in 
Black Hawk county. His political allegiance was given to the republican party 
and several times he was called to the office of alderman. He belonged to the 
Indei)endent Onler of Odd Fellows and to the Episcopal church, and his life 
was guided by high and honorable principles. It was his daughter Lillian who 
became the wife of Clyde O. Lamson and unto them have been bom two children : 
Russell Orrin, whose natal day was October 6, 1899; Maxine Russell, bom 
February 2&, 1904. 

The rdigious faith of the family is that of the Episcopal church and Mr. 
Lamson is senior warden of St. Martin's church of Waterloo Since age con- 
ferred upon him the right of franchise he has voted with the republican party and 
has several times been called to public office, sen ing for four years as a member 
of the city council of Waterloo, while for nine years he ha^ been a member of 
the school board, acting as its president for four years of tfiat time. The cause of 
educatkm finds in him a stalwart champion and he has done effective work to 
further the interests of the schools in this locality. In Masonry he has taken die 
degrrt of the Scottish Rite and of the Myotic Shrine and he also is a member of 
the Knights of Pythias. He belongs to the Country Club and is a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce, of which he became the first president and so continued 
for six years, doing mudl to shape the policy of that organization and broaden 
the scope of its usefulness. His life has indeed been a busy one, fraqght with 
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good results, bolh as to his own fortunes and to the {Miblic welfare. He has a 
wide acquaintance and wherever he is best known he is most honored and 
Respected. 



JOHN P. BERRY. 

John P. Berry, superintendent of the Waterloo Waterworks, a native of 
Canada, but when only five years of ajjc was hrr)uj,'ht lr> this city by his parents, 
James and Mary ( Tollard i Ilfrry, Ijuth of whutn wLTe natives of !*'ng;land. They 
crossed the Atlantic to the new world in 1847 after living in Canada for nine 
years came to Waterloo in 1856. The father was first employed in the sawmitl of 
Morrison & Wilson near the present site of the waterworks of Cedar Falls. He 
spent the greater part of his life from that time on in Black Hawk county and 
his last years were passed upon a farm which he owned in the \ icinity of Hudson. 
There he died more than forty-four years ago. In politics he was a republican 
and was a well known citizen of early days, taking an active interest in all that 
pertained to the county s upbuilding and development. 

Jdin P. Berry was bom in 1850 in Canada and was reared in Black Hawk 
county and is indebted to its public-school system for the educational oppor- 
tunities which he enjoyed. He attended the district schools and also the Waterloo 
high school and began providing for his own support as a teacher in the >chf»<)ls 
of Black ffawk township. Gnindy county. He afterward removed to western 
Iowa and later went to Dakota, but after one summer returned lo \\ aterloo. He 
then married and took up his abode upon a farm, devoting two years to general 
agricultural pursuits. He then returned to the county seat and learned the ma- 
dlinist's trade in the fotmdry and madiine shop of W. S. Robinson, where he 
spent two ytars He then became conneeted with the agricnltural implement 
business of Bnilxiker & Cascade, spendinf^ two years with that firm, and on the 
1st of February, 1886, he entered into active connection wiili the waterworks 
department of the city as foreman, laying the mains and doing the oonstriKtioo 
woric. When the present plant was built he was the second engineer and he has 
advanced through intermediate grades until more than twenty years ago he was 
made superintendent, which position he has filled continuously since with great 
credit to himself and to the benefit of the waterworks system and the satisfaction 
of the entire public. No greater evidence of his capability and efhciency could 
be given than the fact that he has been retained as superintendent for more than 
two decades and that his identification with the department covers twenty-eight 
years. He keeps in touch with improvements that are being continuously made 
in plants of this character and has made the waterworks plant thoroughly modem. 

In 1875 Mr. Berry was joined in wedlock to Miss Sarah .\f^nes Horn, of 
Waterloo, and they lia\e seven children. Myrtle, the eldest, is the wife of 
George Corson, suiK'rintcndeni of mail carriers in connection with tlie Waterloo 
postoflke. Oscar, who married Miss Myrtle Alexander, has been connected with 
the Blade Hawk S]Mce Company for about fifteen years. Fred V., who wedded 
Miss Culetta Seibert, has been with the Iowa Dairy Separator Company for thir- 
teen years. Claud C. is assistant cashier in the Security Savings Bank of Water- 
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loo, with which he has been connected for seven years. Ray O. is in the 
advertising' (lej)artment of the Daily Courier. T-oren J i> a sophomore in the high 
school. Pearl is the wife nf Edwin Laii^^hlin, nf Ce<lar Ra[Mds, 

Mr. Berry hold.s membership in the Commercial Club and Board of Trade. 
He is a Mason and is a past commander in the uniform rank of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and has served for six years as a trustee of tiie lodge. 
His reh'gious faith is indicated by his membership in the First Presbyterian 
dittrdi. He is serving on its board of trustees and as treasurer of the men's bible 
class, and he does everything in his power tf) ad\anee the growth of the church 
Tivj] extend ils influence. He alsn l)clnns,'s to tiic ' >1<1 .'^etllers Sociciy, has i>een 
ior three years a member of the executive board ami may well be numbered 

among the honored pioneer residents of Waterloo, for he has made hb hmne in 
Black Hawk county for fifty-eight years. He has therefore witnessed much of 
the city's growth and development as it has emerged from villagehood to become 
one of the f^reat metropolitan centers of tlie state, its population fast approaching 
the fifty thousand mark. He is very widely known and is most highly esteemed 
where best known, a fact which indicates a well spent and honorable life. He is 
one to whom there has been mtrusted important public service and over his 
record there falls no shadow of wrong or suspicion of evil. 



HERBERT BARBER BOIES. 

For twenty-four years Herbert Barber Boies has been engaged in the practice 
of law in Waterloo and his professional career has been marked by tiie steady 

advancement which is characteristic of the present age. He was bom May 9, 1867, 
in the city which is still hi*; plact- of n sidenee, and is a ."^on of the Hon. Horace 
and V'ersalia ( Barber j I'uies, nati\es (if tlie state of N'ew York. 

After completing a public-school education in \\ aierloo Herbert B. Boies en- 
tered the State University at Iowa City and was a student for two years in the 
collegiate department and for two years in the law school. He was graduated in 
1891. He then returned home and began practice in Waterloo, where he has 
since remained. His success in a j)rofessional way affords the best evidence of 
his cai>ahiHties in this Une. lie is a strong advocate with the jury and concise in 
his appeals before the court. He has a keen and logical mind, plus the business 
sense, and a ready capacity for hard work. Moreover, he brought to the starting 
point of his legal career certain rare gifts-— eloquence of language and a strong 
personality. His thorough grasp of the law and the ability to correctly apply its 
principles are factors in his effectiveness as an advocate. 

Mr Boies was married in Watrrloo in 1898 to Miss May Carl, wlin died leav- 
mg one eliild. Addella. Tn I'a;*;. m Sycamore, Illinois, Mr. Boies wctlded Faith 
Hoyt. They attend the Congregational church, and Mr. I'oies holds membership 
with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. 

His political allegiance has always been given to the democratic party, but 
he has ne\ er been a politician in the sense of office seeking, although well versed 
in the questions and issues of lh«. day and interested in the success of his party, 
as be prefers to concentrate his efforts upon his profession, regarding the pur- 
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suits of professional life as in themselves abundantly worthy of his best efforts. 
On the 3d of November* 1914, however, he was elected one of three district judges 
and poNed the highest vote of all. He was a candidate on the nonpartisan ticket 
There is no doubt in the minds of his many stqiporters that his record on the 

bench will be in harmony with his record as a man and a lawyer, distinguished by 
an unfalterinjn; devotion to duty and by a masterful grasp of every prol^lem pre- 
sented for .solution. His is a natural discrimination as to legal ethics* and he is so 
thoroughly well read in the minutiae of the law that he is able to base his argu« 
ments upon diorough knowledge of and familiarity with precedents, and to preaent 
a case upon its merits, never failing to recognize the main point at issue and never 
neglecting to give a thoroug^h preparation. His ple.T^ ^^^•e been characterized by a 
terse and decisive logic and a lucid presentation rather than by flights of oratory, 
and his power is the greater before court or jury from the fact that it is recog- 
nized tiiat his aim is ev«r to secure justice «id not to enshroud his cause in a 
sentimental garb or illusion whidi will thwart the principles of right and equity 
involved. 



J. W. RATH. 

J. W. Rath is president of The Rath Packing Company, Waterk>o, an impor- 
tant enterprise which has feattired lai^ely in the business development of the city. 
With other important commercial concerns he is also identified and is one of the 
reprcsentati\ e residents of Rlack Hawk county who well deserves mention in this 
volume. lie was born in Hardin coujily, Iowa, in 1872, and comes of German 
ancestry. His father, John Rath, was bom in Germany and about 1856 arrived 
in Iowa, settling in Ehibuque. Subsequently he removed to Cedar Falls, Black 
Hawk county, and was living there at the time of the Civil war. In response to 
the country's need he enlisted in 1862 as a member of Company B, Thirty-first 
Iowa Regiment, with whicli he served for three years, or until the close of the war. 
He was fortunate in that he escaped wounds and injuries, but he lost a brother, 
George Rath, who was killed at the battle of Lookout Mountain. After the war 
John Rath returned to Iowa and was et^ged in the lumber and grain business at 
.Ackley, where he prospered as tiie years passed on as a result of his indefatigable 
industry and capable management. In iH8t he established the Exchange Bank at 
.Ackley and continuerl there in the hanking business tmtil his death, which occurred 
June 20, 19 1 4, being widely recognized as one of the leading and prominent busi- 
ness men of his town. 

J. W. Rath, whose name introduces this review, was bom and reared in Ackley 
and pursued a public-sdiool education there. Later he attended Bryant & Strat- 
ton's Business College of Chicago and on leaving that institution entered his 
brother's bank in .\ckley. In 1891 he came to Waterloo, where he entered into 
connection with his present business, which, in March, i8<>i, was incorporated, 
liis father, John Rath, being president; A. Holzer, vice president, and E. F. Rath, 
secretary and treasurer. The present officers of the company are: J. W. Rath, 
president, and F. J. Fowler, vice president, while E. I'. Rath remains as secretary 
and treasurer. Their business is laigeiy that of pork packing, but they are now 
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developing tlic beef packing nidustry and during tlic summer of km 4 thev erected 
one of the most complete beef packing establishments in the state, i hey are con- 
ducting an extensive business in their line, having the only packing house in Water- 
loo. Their enterprise also furnishes an excellent market to stodc-raisers of this 
section. Their business is growing year by year, being already one of the most 
important productive cntcrpn'ses of the city. Mr, Rath is likewise a director of the 
First National Bank and of the Waterloo Loan Trust Company, a director of the 
Rath State Exchange Bank of Ackley and president of the Fifth Street Building 
Company. He finds delight in solving intricate business problems and bis expand* 
ing powers have made him one of the foremost representatives of commercial 
activity in his city. 

Mr. Rath was married in 1895 to Miss Maud Harbin, of Waterloo, and they 
have two children, \nita Louise and Howard. The parents hold membership in 
the First Presbyterian church and Mr. Rath is serving on its board of trustees. 
He belongs to the Conmiercial Club, the Board of i rade and the Town Criers 
Club, and is a Knight Templar Mason. His political allegiance is given to the 
rqmblican party and he is a member of the board of trustees of tiie Waterloo 
waterworks and has been a member of the ci^ council for two terms. He was 
very active in the municipal ownership campaign that resulted in the city owning 
the water plant. He does all in his power to further public progress, ITe has 
ever felt a hearty concern for the public welfare and has been helpful m bring- 
ing about those i)urifying and wholesome reforms which have been gradually 
growing in the political, municipal and social life of tfie ci^. It is true that 
his chief life work has been that of a remarkably successful business man, but 
the range of his activities and the scope of his influence have reached far beyond 
this special field. He belongs to that class of men who wield a power which is 
all the more potent from the fact that it is moral rather than |X>litical and is 
exercised for the public weal rather than for personal ends. 



EDWARD L. ROHLF, M. D. 

Thorough college training and service as an interne qualified Dr. Edward L. 
R<^lf for the practice of his profession at Waterloo, where he located in 

August. 190!. Since that time he has advanced steadily in the path of his chosen 
calling and is today recognized as one of the able physicians of Black Haw^k 
county. He was bom in Davenport. Iowa, June to, 1868, his parents being 
Amos H. and Dorothy (Schroeder) Kohlf. both of whom were natives of Ger- 
many and became residents of Iowa in childhood. The former was a farmer 
throughout the period of his active Kfe. His father came to tiie United States 
and died at the age of seventy-nine years. 

Dr. Rohlf pursued his early education in the sclinoL of Scott county, Iowa, 
and for a year was a student in the pharmaceutical department of Drake l^ni- 
versitv at Des Moines. He became a registered pharmacist and followed that 
pursuit for seven years. It was a logical step to the practice of medicine, for 
which he carefully prepared, supplementing private reading by a course in tiie 
Omaha Medical College, now the medical department of the State University of 
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Nebraska. He was graduated therefrom in 1900 and spent a year as interne in 
the Methodist Hospital at Omaha, gaining Uiat broad practical experience and 
knowledge that only hospital practice can give. In August, 1901, he removed 

to Waterloo, opened an office and has since engaged in general practice, being 
accorded n lilieral patronage. He is now secretarj' of the Presbyterian Hospital 
of Waterloo, which position he has otoupied since the establisluneiit of that 
institution. He has also been coroner of the county for a full lenn and a part 
of another. 

On the 9th of October, 1907, in Waterbo, Dr. Rohlf was married to Miss 
Luella Johnson and they have one son, Edward L. They are members of the 

Westminster Presbyterian churcli and Dr. Rohlf ^nves his pob'tical allcgiaiice 
to the republican party, haviiii,^ iiidorscd its principks since bctoniiiig a voter. 
He is a Master Mason, an Odd Fellow, a Knight of Pythias and an Elk. He 
belongs to the Commercial Club of tfie west side and in strictly professional 
connections has membership with the Waterloo Medical Society, the Cedar 
Valley Medical Association, the Icma State Medical Society and the American 
Medical Association. He is a man of pronounced ability in the field of his 
chosen calling because of his wide study, his broad experience and his humani- 
tarian principles, which prompt him to put forth zealous and conscientiou.s 
eifort on behalf of his patients. 



M. J. MORGAN. 

M. J. Morgan is the senior partner in the firm of Morgan & Sullivan, owning 
one of the leading clothing itv' men's furnishing goods establishments in Water- 
loo. He has been a resident ot this city for but a comparatively brief i>eriod. 
arriving in November, 1910, but in the interim has become well established as 
an enterprising and progressive merchant, his life exemplifying modem business 
methods. He was bom in Static county, Ohio, in 1872, and was eleven years of 
age when his parents, Rev. John W. and Mary Morgan, removed to Wilkes- 
Barre, Pennsylvania, where he continued to reside tintil lie reached tlic age of 
twenty years. Ik- was then attracted by the opj>ortunitics of the growini^^ west 
and made his way to Deadwood, South Dakota, where he was employed tor some 
time in a store, remaining in the employ of others until 1902, when he formed a 
partnership with J. H. Sullivan, establishing the firm of Morgan & Sullivan, who 
conduct business as dealers in clothing and men's furnishing goods. They con- 
tinued the business at Deadwood until 1910, when they srilil out there and came to 
Waterloo. Here they again embarked in business along the same line, o|)ening a 
store at iJic oW Bra<lley stand with an Liiiirc new stcwk of clothing' and men's fur- 
nishings. Moreover, they supplied the store with new lixturcs and now have one 

of tiae most attractive, modem and up-to-date establishments of Waterloo. Their 
business has steadily grown until they are now among, the leaders in their line in 
the city. Their business methods are thoroughly reliable. They are straight- 
forward in all their dealings and this, combined with the excellence and attractive** 
ness of their stock, has won for them a large and profitable trade. 
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In 1896, Mr. Murgan was united in marriage to Miss Adelaide Case, of Blairs- 
town, Iowa. He belongs to the Masonic fraternity and tfie rules wfakh govern 
his conduct and shape his course in relation to his fellowmen are furtiier indi- 
cated in the fact that he is a member of the First Congregational church. He 
be1on;e^s to the Chamber of Commerce and the Waterloo Club aiuj he is one of 
the vice presidents of the Waterloo Retail Merchants Association. He exemplifies 
the modem spirit of the times in his trade relations. He studies every phase of 
the business and all conditions bearing upon the trade and he believes thoroughly 
in united effort among' the merdiants to advance and upbuild the commercial 
welfare of the city. His has been an active, useful and well spent life and in 
Waterloo, as in the Other districts where he has resided, he has gained many 
warm friends. 



F. C. STETZEL. 

The record of business enterprise in Black Hawk county woul<! be incom- 
plete were there failure to make prominent reference to the Waterloo Skirt & 
(Garment Company, of which F. C. Stctzel is the efficient secretary. He became 
a re.>»ideiit of Waterloo in June, 1900. but is an eastern man by birth, the place 
of his nativity being McEwensvillc, Pennsylvania, and his natal year 1869. He • 
is a son of John and Fannie Stetzel, who removed with their family to the west 
when their son, F. C, was a lad of ten years. The family home was established 
at Colman, South Dakota, where he was reared and acquired his education by 
attendtng^ the public schools He afterward took up the profession of teaching 
but, desirous to ad\ancc his own intcllectnal development, he afterward entered 
the Iowa State College of Agriculture at Ames, from which he was graduated 
with the Bachelor of Science degree in t8^. Still later he continued his studies 
in the University of Minnesota and through the winter months he engaged in 
teaching school. After\vard he matriculated in Drake University as a law student 
and was graduated from the law department of that school with the class of tool. 

However, in I'yoo, Mr. Stetzel had entered the employ of the Waterloo Skirt 
.5t Garment Company as a traveling representative and has since contmued in 
active connection with that business. After a time he became one of the stodc- 
holders and in 1910 he was elected to the position of secretary and member of 
the board of directors. He has since had voice in the management of this grow- 
ing and important enterprise, of which R K. Montague is the president and Guy 
X. Sec is treasurer. The steps in his orderly progression arc easily discernible. 
He has made continuous advancement, artnated by a laudable aml>ition and un- 
talterint: determination, and as he has |)rn^rr--cil iIktc ha\e opened before him 
wider « .pportnnities which he has utilized to full advaiiiagc. Aside from his con- 
ncx:tion with the \\ atcrloo Skirl & Carmeiu Company he is also interested with 
his brother in the Waterloo Office Supply Company and is a stockholder in the 
Black Hawk National Bank, with which he thus became connected on its organiza' 
tion. He is likewise interested in other business enterprises and is a young man 
of notably sound judgment, keen discriminatton and indefatigable energy. 
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In 1901 Mr. Stetzel was united in marriage to Miss .Pearl McWilliams, who 
w<m die degree of Bachelor of Science from the Iowa State College at Ames in 
'^9^. graduating with first honors in a class of eighty-six. She followed the 
profession of teaching in Iowa for six or eight terms and for a number of years 
was connected with the Waterloo & Cedar i-alls Union Mill Company. Mr. and 
Mrs. Stetzel are members of the First Presbyterian church, in the woric of which 
they have taken an active and helpful part, doing everything in their power to 
advance the growth of the church and extend its influence. 

Mr. Stetzel has served on the hoard of tntstccs and for a number of years 
was a teacher of the women's Bible class He is also an exemplary representative 
of Masonry, in which he has attained the Knight Templar degree, exemplifying 
in his life the beneficent spirit of die craft, which recognizes the brotheihood of 
man. He belongs to that class who arc constantly pushing forward the wheels 
of progress. Opportunity constantly plays before the dreamer as a will-of-the- 
wisp, but surrenders its prizes to the man of determination, energy and sound 
judgment. It i-< not by reason of any unusual qualities that Mr. Stetzel has 
worked his way upward but through the utilization of opportunities which others 
have passed heedlessly by. Industry has ever been his watchword and has led 
htm constantly forward to the goal of success. 



HOMER HORATIO SEERLEY, LL. D. 

Dr. Homer Horatio Seerley, president of the Iowa State Teachers College 
at Cedar Falls, is one of the well known educators of the country, having long 
been prominently associated with the Iowa State Teachers Association and the 
National Educational Association. Moreover he has been honored with election 
to membership in the National Council of Education, which numbers but one 
hundred and twenty representatives. Life is to him purposeful and his efforts 
are resultant, and various improvements in methods of teadiii^ are directly 
traceable to his initiative and his labors, his influence beii^ especially felt in 
the schools of Iowa. 

Dr. Seerley was born near Indianapolis, Indiana, August 13. 1848, a son of 
Thomas and Louisa Ann (Smith) Seerley. The father, who was born in Mary- 
land in 18.^1, was a representative of one of the families who colonized Maryland 
under the direction of Lord Baltimore. The mother, who was bom in Liberty, 
Indiana, in 1826, was a member of a family of Rockingham county, Virginia. 
Thomas Seerley went to Indiana by way of Pennsylvania when the city of Indian- 
apolis was a village and there he was tmited in marriage to Louisa Ann Smith, who 
accompanied her parents on their removal to Indiana's capital. Thomas Seerley 
devoted his life to the occupation of farming. In 1852 he removed with his family 
to Stark county, Illinois, and in 1854 went to Keokuk county, Iowa. 

Homer H. Seerley was but six years of age when the family arrived in this 
state, his childhood days being spent upon a farm near South English. His father, 
a pioneer settler Df the state, engaged in teaching school through the winter months 
and also aided in the erection of schoolhouses and churches and in making other 
public improvements m the district in which he lived. The summer seasons were 
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devoted to farming to the time of his retirement from active life, when he removed 
to Iowa Otyp there passii^ away in 1904. He never held a public office, save local 
positions such a^ a member of the school board and justice of the peace. He 

served, however, as an officer in the church nn ! -n the Masonic lodge acted as 
master of Naphthali Lodge. F. & A. M., at .South iMij^lish, Iowa, for twelve years. 
His widow survived him for a decade, passing away in Iowa City in 1914. 

Following the removal of tiie fanuly to Iowa Dr. Seerley became a pupil in 
the country schools, which he attended from 1854 until 1866. His secondary edu* 
cation was received in the preparatory department of the State University at Iowa 
City, which he entered as a freshman in 1869 and from which he was graduated 
with the Bachelor of Philosophy degree in the class, of 1873. He received the 
d^ree of Bachelor of Didactics from the university in 1875. the Master's degree 
in 1876 and the d^^ree of Doctor of Laws in 1901, the honorary degrees being 
conferred upon him in recognition of the high position to which he had attained 
in educational circles and his valuable omtributions to the world's work along 
that line. Early in his professional career he became a high-school teacher in 
Oskaloo*:a. Iowa, accepting the position there in 1873. He had previously taught 
in the country schools for three year- l)cfore ootnplctinj,' his colleLn- cf>iir-p He 
was made high-school principal al Oskaloosa in 1874 and the following year was 
chosen superintendent of the city schools there, remaining in that capacity until 
1886, when he was called to the i»residency of the State Normal Sdiool at Cedar 
Falls and has since been retained as the incumbent in that position, covering a 
j>crind of twenty-eight years. His power and ahility have increased throuE^h the 
exercise of effort and his activities have reached out in a constanth broadening 
circle until he has left an indelible impress upon educational progress. He has 
been a member of the Iowa State Teachers Association since 1873 and in all the 
intervening years has never failed to attend its meetings. He is a member of its 
executive connuittee and was president in 1884. He has been a member of the 
Xational Kdncational Association since i87r» and in was made president 

of the Department of Xormal Schools. In iS'gi he became a member of the 
Xational Council of ICducation, a position of honor and distinction, inasmuch 
as the organization has but one hundred and twenty members in the United 
States. He is acquainted with many of the most eminent educators of America, 
who recognize in him a peer and one whose contributions to the profession have 
beeti of marked value Since its organization he has been a member of the Board 
of Simplified Spelling of Xcw York. 

In 1878 Dr. Seerley was united in marriage to Miss Clara R. Twaddle, of 
Oskaloosa, Iowa, and to them have been born the following nameil: Dr. Clement 
C, of ManhatUn, Montana; Mrs. Qaude E. CuU^, of Waterloo, Iowa; and 
Mrs. Atherton B. Clarke, of Cedar Rapids. 

Dr. Seerley is a member of the Congregational church of Cedar Falls and in 
Masonry has attained the dej^rees of (he blue lodj^e, chapter and commanders. 
In connection with the great political, sociolofjical and economic ([uestions he 
keeps abreast with the best thuiking men of the age and association with him 
means expansion and devation. His profession has been to him more than a 
means of imparting know1e<^e. He has ever believed that the purpose of teach- 
ing is to develop capacity and has ever recognised the fact that it is in youth 
that the life of a man is marked out, his future course decided and his choice 
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as to good or evil made. His efforts have accordti^ly been directed by a recog- 
nition of this truth and he has made the object of his life work the training of 
each individual to reach the highest perfection possible for him. 



GEORGE W. PETT. 

George \V. Pett, a dealer in windmills, pumps and gasoline engines and also 

taking contracts for well drilling; and similar work. i«; one of the old-time business 
men of Waterloo, having resided here for a third of a century. He was horn in 
England in 1869, '^^^ George and lie rum Pett. lie was tour years of age 
when his fatiier emigrated with his family to New Zealand, making the joum^ 
by way of Cape Horn. They were ninety«six days in completing the voyage, 
which was made upon a sailing vessel, and Husy landed in New Zealand, on 
North Tsland, where they remained for six years. There the father and his 
hrollier conducted a large farm of four hundred acres, but when six years had 
passed they i>old llicir properly in that country and returned to England by way 
of Australia, stopping for a ^oit time in Melbourne. They continued the jour- 
ney by rail and tiirough die Suez canal, being passengers on one of the first mail 
steamers to go through the canal. The return trip from New Zealand covered 
about forty-two days. The iiiolher died in England, after which the father again 
left his native land and made his way to Canada, settling in Toronto, where he 
remained for about a year. On the expiration of that period he came to Waterloo, 
arriving about l88i2, 

Geoige W. Pett accompanied his father on his various removals and was a 
lad of about thirteen years when he arrived in lovra. He retains vivid recollec- 
tions of many of his early experiences in connection with their travels. After 
reaching Black Hawk county he started out to make his own hx'inf^ and worked 
out as a farm hand in the vicinity of Waterloo until he was twenty-live years of 
age. He was then married and his last employer sold him a tract of land and 
loaned him the money with which to build a house. Mr. Pett then engaged in the 
daily business on a small scale, but gradually his patronage increased until he 
became one of the leading dairymen of this part of the state, milkii^ fifty cows 
of his own beside Imytntj milk from about seventy-five other cows. He thus 
enj(i}ed an exien>i\e trade and was in the dairy business for about ten years, 
at ilic end of which tune he sold out and came to Waterloo. Through the suc- 
ceeding two years he lived largely retired on account of the condition of his 
health, but at the end of that time he bought a half interest in the Charles Burd 
drill business and alxiut a year later purchased his partner's interest. From that 
time forward the business ha-^ steadily incrc'^ed iinfUr tlie rdile manapfotnent and 
direction of Mr. Pelt until it is the largest cunceni of tlie kind in this section of 
the state. In 1910 he purchased the corner lot on \\ c>t i iiili ^ueel and there 
has a building sixty by one hundred and twenty feet, whidi he occupies in the 
conduct of his business interests. He is a dealer in windmills and has sold two 
carloads during the last year. He also sells puraps and docs pump fitting and 
well drilling. He al>o liandle> ga«>1inc engines, wagons, elevators, bam cU-aners, 
etc. He is now building an addition to his present quarters and doubling his 
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ca^jaciiy. lie employs six men regularly and others as they arc needed. The 
property whtdi he purchased for seven thousand dollars has tiebled in valne and 
his busings is a most important enterprise, the annual sales now reaching a large 
figure. Mr. Pett is likewise interested in other business concerns and is a man of 

sound judgment and keen sagacity. 

On Christmas uf i^>4 was celebrated tlic marriage of Mr. Pett and Miss 
Caroline Litchford, who was also a native of that section of England in which 
her husband was bom. They have two living children, Bertha Gladys and Charles 
William. Mr. Pett and hb family are members of the First Baptist church and 
he is serving as one of its trustees. Its tcu-hings find exemplification in hi'^ lifc 
and his career has ever been an upright antl honorable one. His activity in hii^i- 
no5'?« has not nn)y contributed to hi«' individna! success, !)ut has also been an 
active taclur in the commercial development of Waterloo. His interests are 
thoroughly identified with those of the city and at all times he is ready to lend 
his aid and cooperation to any movement calculated to benefit this section of the 
country or advance its wonderful development. By perseverance, determination 
and honorable eitort he has overthrown the obstacles which have barred his path 
to success and has reached the goal of prosperity. 



JAMES I. KENYON. 

James I. Kcnyon is an nrtivc member of the bar of Waterloo, where he has 
practiced since SciJtoinbcr. i'/.>«;, and is also secret^ary ami general manager of 
the Galloway investment Company, lie was bom in Adel, Dallas county, Iowa, 
in 1885, a son of I. A. Kenyon, of Waukee, Iowa, who removed to Dallas county 
more than thirQr^five years ago and at the present time is engaged in general 
merdiandising in that county. 

James I. Kcnyon suj>plcinented a public-school education by study in Drake 
University at Des Moines and, completing^ the law course, was graduated with 
the class of 1908. He then further continued his studies in Yale University in 
the schobstic year of 1908-9 and in September of the latter year came to Water* 
loo. Here he emered into partnership with James S. Barr for the practice of 
law, that connection contiiming until .\ugust, 1910, since which time he has prac^ 
ticed alone, with office in the Black Hawk buililint:. He continues in general 
practice and has mafic an excellent record for om- ul his years, lie throws him- 
self easily and naturally into the argunieiu. i lierc is no straining atur elfect. 
On the contrary, there is a precision and clearness in his statement that speaks 
a mind well trained In the school of close investigation and to which thorough 
reasoning has become habitual and easy. He has largely specialized in civil law 
and is now attorney for several well known corj)orations. He served as city 
attomev from 1912 until 1914 and he is a nienil)er of tlv (tMmtv (?nr \--'. rial ion 
.'\side from his law practice he has been asMKialcd witli ihc (jalioway investment 
Company since August, 1910, and in August, 1912, he became its secretary and 
attorney. 

On the l8th of June, 1913, Mr. Kcnyon was united in marriapi t.i Miss May 
Belle Daniels, of Iowa Falls, by whom he has one child, Elizabeth May. Mr. 
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Kenyan is a Knight Templar Mason and a Shrtner, an Elk. a Knight of Pythias 
and an Odd Fellow. He also belongs to the Town Criers Club, the Chamber of 

Commerce and to the Waterloo Club. His bmad mindedness keeps him in touch 
with the jjeneral interfsts of society and he has been active along various lines 
afFcoting the welfare and upbuilding of his city, lie is now recopnized as an 
cfiergctic, enterprising business man and a capable lawyer, and in his profession 
he has won very favorable criticism for the careful and systematic methods which 
he has followed. 



i HOMAS U. McMANUS, M. D. 

The tendency of the age is toward specialisation. There are comparativdy 

few representatives of professional life who attempt to master the various 
branches of the profession to which they incline, as the majority concentrate 
their efforts along a ?in{jle line and thus gain superior ability in that field. This 
Dr. Thomas U, McManus has done, specializing in the treatment of the eye. ear. 
nose and throat He is one of the native sons of Black Hawk county, his birth 
having occurred upon a farm on the 7th of August, 1872, a son of Thomas P. 
and Sarah (Rupp) McManns. the former a native of Knox county, Ohio, and 
the latter of Richmond county, Ohio. They became residents of Black Hawk 
county in 1867 and here the family ha> since bceti represented. The McManus 
family is of Irish lineage. The father served as a soldier in the C ivil war, going 
to the front in August, 1861, as a meniljer of Company I, TwetUy-sevcnih IlUnois 
Infantiy. He continued his residence in Black Hawk county from 1867 until his 
death, which occurred January 20, 1909. His widow survives and now makes her 
home at Hudson, Iowa. 

At the usual aj^e Dr McManus l>ecame a pupil in the district schools and at 
the age of sixteen entered the Stale Xormal school, now called the Iowa State 
Teachers' College, at Cedar Falls, being there graduated with the class of 1893. 
He next entered Des Moines College at Des Moines, Iowa, and upon the com- 
pletion of a classical course won the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1895. In 1898 the 
Master of Arts degree was conferred upon him. He entered the College of Physi- 
cians & Surgeons of Chicai^n, !iow known as the medical department of the Univer- 
sity of Tllinoi';. from whit h he wa-- j.^ra<luated in iSijS. I le first settled at Dunkerton. 
Black Hawk county, Iowa, l)Ut in he came to Waterloo, where lie continued 
in general practice until 1909. Since that time he has made a specialty of the 
treatment of diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat He is an able physician, 
well versed in the dcpartmems of general practice and particularl\ skillful in his 
specialty. He reads Ijroadly, ihink> deeply and is conversant with the most im- 
proved methods of practice and the most advanced ideas concerning,' his chosen 
life work. From the beginning of his professional career he ha» embraced every 
opportunity to promote his efficiency and in 1903 took a post-graduate course in 
the New York Post-Graduate Medical Cbllege. In 1906 he returned to the same 
institution for further study and in 1909 was a student at the Chicago Kye, liar. 
Nose & Throat College and Hosjntal, to which he returned for further work in 
1910. He was a member of the Iowa state board of health and the Iowa state 
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board of medical examiners from 1909 to 191^^ and was president in 1912-13 of 
the slixic board of medical examiners. He ranks with the leading members of 
his profession in the state and has been honored with the presidenqr of the 
Waterloo Medical Society and of Black Hawk County Medical Society; he is 
a member of the Iowa State Medical Association and the American Medical 
Association. 

On the 23d of August, 1898, at Hudson, Dr. McMantis was united tn 
marriage to Miss Mae B. Loonan, a daughter of Thomas Loonan, and tiiey have 
one son, Thomas L. In his political views Dr. McManus is a rqiublican but not 
an office sedcer, the only office he has ever filled being that of coroner of Black 

Hawk county for two terms, from 1903 until 1907. He belongs to the Commercial 
Club, is a -Master Mason and a Baptist — associations which indicate much of 
the nature of his interests and tlic relations which govern his conduct. He is a 
broad-minded, progressive and public-spirited man. 



F. J. LANDGRAF. 

F. J. Landgraf is well known as a druggist of Waterloo, also as vice president 
of the Armstrong Manufacturing Company and as a director of the Security 
Savings Bank. The drug business is conducted under the firm name of Landgraf 
ft Company and is one of the leading establishments of tins character in Black 
Hawk county. For a third of a century Mr. Landgraf has lived in Waterloo and 
his many sterling traits of character have found recognition in the high regard 
and confidence of colleagues and contemporaries. He was l)orn in C edar Falls, 
Iowa, in 1869, a .son of Thomas Landgraf, who arrived at that place in the early 
'50s. He was a pioneer in the merchant-tailoring business at Cedar Falls and 
there he continued active in business to the time of his death, winning a place 
amon^ the leading residents of the city. 

I'. J. Landgraf spent his youthful days in liis parents' home and was graduated 
I'rom the East Waterloo high sehool, wherein he completed his more spccttically 
literary education. He afterward attended the College of I'hannacy in Phila- 
de^ia and still later was graduated from the Northwestern College of Pharmacy 
in Chicago, dius receiving thorough scientific tiainit^ in the business which he 
wished to make his life work. He afterward was employed for a year in Le Mars» 
Iowa, and on the expiration of that period came to Waterloo. He has since been 
eonnected with the drug trade of this city and in 1M93 he enil)arked in business 
on his own account in the same room which he now occupies. His tratlc has iti- 
creased year by year. His business methods have always been such as will bear 
the ckisest invest^ation and scrutiny and his energy and enterprise have enabled 
him to overcome all the difficulties and obstacles in his path. The drug house of 
Landgraf & Company is one of the most {)opular as well as one of the most ex- 
tensive establishments of its kind in the city. Its neat anrl tasteful arratigement 
renders it very attractive, while the honorable business mctliods of the firm com*' 
mend it to the support of the public. 

Mr. Landgraf became identified with the manufacturing interests of Waterloo 
about twelve years ago and at the present time is vke president of the Armstrong 
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Manufacturing Company and is one of the oldest stockholders of that company. 
He is likewise a stoddiolder in the Commercial National Bank and a director of 
the Security Savings Bank. His investments have been judiciously made and have 
brought gratifying returns. For the last seven years Mr. Landgraf has also had 
charge of postal station No. i at Waterloo. 

In 1891 was ceifbraii<l the marriaitjf of Mr. I.niulf^'raf and .Mi^s Jennie \\"escolt, 
of Wisconsin, and they arc ihc parents of two children, Florence and Thomas. 
Mr, Landgraf is a Knight of Pythias and an Elk, and in Masonry he has attained 
the Knights Templar degree in Ascalon Commandery. Well defined purpose and 
laudable ambition have brought him success in business atTairs, while attractive 
social qualities have pained for him the high regard of all with whom he has 
come in contact in other relationsi. 



ROY L. STETZEL. 

Roy L. Stetrel is manafjer of the Waterloo Oftice Supply Compan\ . a Ini'-itiess 
that was established in 1909 by K. ].. and V. C. Stetzel. They are conducting 
both a wholesale and retail business in office fixtures and supplies and also in 
stationery and die enterprise is enjoying a steady and substantial growth, which 
indicates the reliable business methods employed by the firm. During the eight 
years of his residence in Waterloo, Roy F. Stetzel has become widely and favor- 
n!)ly known and his many substantial trnit*^ rrf character have pfained him high 
rc'f^ard. I'cnnsylvania numbers him aiiKniL,' lar native sons, liis birth havings 
occurred in Mcl lwcnsville in 1S78. Dunng his early cliildhood his parents removed 
with thdr family to South Dakota, where the period of his youth was passed, 
while the public schools afforded him his educational privileges. 

After leaving school Mr. Stetzel was engaged in the dr\jg and jewelry business 
ill Colnian. Smith Dakota, until he came to Waterloo in itx)f). In that year he 
went upon tlic road a« a travclitig salesman for the Waterloo Skirt Garment 
Company, with which he was thui connected umil he and ins brother, F. C. 
SteUel, established the present business under the name of the Waterloo Office 
« Supply Company. They are still joint owners, but Roy L. Stetzel acts as manager. 
In connection with the sale of office fixtures and supplies they have a bindery and 
printing department at Xo. 517K' \\ iter street, while their main offn c i> at No iS 
P.ridge street. I'.oth branches of tlu n busitiess are growing .steadily and bringing 
to them a substantial and gratifying prorii. 

In 1909 Mr. Stetzel was united in marriage to Miss Besse Herriott, of Elm- 
wood, Illinois, and to them have been horn two children. Sidney W. and Ruth 
Herriott. The parents are mcmhei-; of the First Presljytcrian church, taking an 
active interest in its work and contributing generously to its supi>ort. 

Mr. Stetzel is well known a-^ a MaNon and ha*; attained the Knight Templar 
dej^ree in Ascalon ronimaiuierv. .\lllioiigh born in the east, the greater part of 
his life has been spcut on this side the Mississippi and he possesses the spirit of 
enterprise and progress which has been the dominant factor in the upbuilding of 
the west. In all of his business career determination has enabled him to over- 
come difficulties and obstacles and as a'business man he is conspicuous among his 
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associates^ not only for his success, but for probity, fairness and the honorable 
methods which he has followed. In everything he has been eminently practical 
and this has been manifest not only tn his business undertakings, but also in his 
social and private life. 



C. F. ALTSTADT. 

C. F. Altstadt is the president and manager of the Altstadt jl- Lanzas Baking 
Company of Waterloo, which is conductitifj a wholesale an<l rciail husincs*, and 
which is the Lirj^cst loiKtrn of the kind in Black Hawk cotmty. Tlie business 
has been in continuous existence for twelve years. Mr. Altstadt is a native of 
Iowa» his birth having occurred in Franklin county in 1875. There the i)eriod.of 
his boyhood and youlh was passed to the age of eighteen years, when he left Iowa 
and went to Texas, where he was engaged in the restaurant business. After a 
few year*;, however, he removed to thi< state and settled at Waverly, where he 
lived until he cume to Waterloo in i<;<xt Throughout the intervening period he 
has been connected with the bakery business in this city and has been an active 
guiding spirit in the development of an enterprise that is today one of large pro- 
portions and constitutes a factor in the prosperity of the county. 

The Altst.t ] 5. Langlas Baking Company has a large plant at the corner of 
Mulberry and Elm streets, where it ha< a two-•^tnr^■ brick building', the dimen- 
sions of the building being one hundred and thirty feet square. The daily 
capacity is alx>ut twenty-tive thousand loaves of bread, two thousand pics and 
fifteen thousand dozen of cookies and other small goods. About fourteen thou- 
sand pounds of flour are used annually and there are about sixty employes. The, 
company utilizes eight wagons and three auto trucks in deliver)' and ships its 
goods to about eighty diflfercnt towns and cities. The business \\ ;; i i 'irpo rated 
in igoC) and was capitalized for eijjhty thmtsand ilnllars, with Mr. Alt'^tiidt as the 
president and manager and Mr. Langlas as the secretary and treasurer, i- rum the 
beginning the enterprise has grown and prospered and today the volume of busi- 
ness makes the AltsUdt & Langlas Baking Company one of the most important 
manufacturing enterprises of Waterloo. In addition to his other interests Mr. 
Altstadt is a director of the German-American Life Insurance Company of 
Burlington. 

In I'joj. Mr. Altstatll was united in marriage lo Mi>> l-lizabeth Kanglas and 
they have become the parents of two eliiUlren, Louis E. and Charlotte M Mr. 
Altstadt belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Commercial Club 
and Board of Trade, and he and his wife are members of the Evangelical church, 
in the work of which they take a most active and helpful interest. Mr. Altstadt 
is serving on the board of lni-;tec«? of the chunli and he cooperates in many 
measures and movements for the nidi ft and benelil of humanity. He is now serv- 
ing as a member of the board of education of the East \\ atcrloo schools. lie is 
also a member of tiie board of trustees of the Western Old People's Home and 
is a member of the Board of Laymen's Missionary Movement. His life has ever 
been actuated by high and honorable princi]des and the ideals which he has cher- 
ished have found expression in practical efforts for their fulfillment. He is a man 
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of broad bympathies and the poor and needy have found in him a friend. His life 
has indeed been one of usefulness* not only on account of his buuness affain, but 
also on account of «his recognition of the brotherhood of man and his efforts to 
ameliorate the hard conditions of life for the unfortunate. 



EMMONS JOHNSON. 

One who is a keen judge of human nature ha^ said that Emmons Johnson 'is 
one of the most prominent business men of Waterloo. He ranks at the top so- 
cially, finaturdlv :(n'l morally." It is nvi the province of biography to ^ive voice 
to a man s modcsi estimate of himself and his accomplishments but rather to 
leave the record establishing his position to the consensus of public opinion, and 
judged in tiiis light it is safe to characterize Emmons J<}hnson as one of the 
foremost citizens of Black Hawk county. He has been prominently identilfied 
with commercial interests of the state and for many years has been actively 
eng^g^ed in the banking business, 1)e!ng^ now president of the Leavitt & Johnson 
Trust Company and president of the Waterloo Savingfs Bank. He is almost an 
octogenarian yet remains an active factor m liie business world. i4e was bom 
January 23, 1835, in Ellicottville, New York, a son of Elisha and Herma (Jewett) 
Jdinson, the former a native of New York and the latter of Connecticut. The 
father also reaehcd an advanced age, passing away in 1870. 

In early boyhood Emmons Johnson attended the schools of Ash ford and Otto. 
New York, embracinj^ every opportunity to ac(}uire an education ui) to the time 
he reached the age of twenty-two or twenty-three years. For a time he was a 
student in academies at Springville and Fredonia, New Yoric, and for one term 
attended Brown University at Providence, Rhode Island. Mr. Johnson was a 
young nian of tw enty-five years when he sought the op{)ortunities of the growing 
west, making liis way in i860 to ^^^1te^loo, where he has spent most of the time 
since, although he made his home in Independence. Tf>\v;i, for a time, was also a 
resident l f Evanston, Illinois, for a year and althougii from 1864 until 1870 he 
was engaged in the banking business in Waverly. Following his arrival here he 
became connected with the grain and lumber trades and was associated with C. A. 
Farwell in building the first grain elevator at Waterloo, which he afterward 
operated. He also conducted a grain business at Independence, Iowa, where he 
made his home for a few months, also owning the first elevator in that ])lace. 
For a year he conducted a grain commission busuiess in Chicago and was a mem- 
ber of the Chicago Board of Trade, making his home in Evanston during that 
period. Removing to Waverly in 1864, he ^ere established the first bank in 
Bremer county, remaining its owner until 1870, when he sold out to a stock com- 
pany and returned to Waterloo to become a partner in the firm of Leavitt, Johnson 
S: Lusch, conducting a private banking business. After six years Mr, I.usch sold 
out to his partners and the linn continued as Leavitt & Johnson until 1898, when 
the business was reorganized into the Leavitt & Johnson National Bank. Although 
tiie name of Mr. Johnson is continued he is not connected with that institution 
at present In 1902 he organized the Waterloo Savings Bank, in which he owns 
two-tiiirds of the stock. 
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In 1891 the Leavitt & Jc^nson Trust Company was organized to conduct tiie 

farm loan department of the business which had formerly been carried on by the 
hanking firm of Leavitt & Johnson, and to this Mr. Johnson has since devoted his 
time. In 1898 ht- purchased the entire interest of Wr. Leavitt in the trust com- 
pany and has since directed its affairs, which are in excellent condition, the volume 
of business havii^ greatly increased imdcr his care. The company does prob- 
ably the laigest farm loan business in the state, having a laige dientage in most 
of the counties of northwestern Iowa. In 1903 Mr. Johnson purchased stock 
in the First National Bank of Waverly to the amount of sixty-four hundred 
shares— nearly two-thirds of the stock. This bank is capitalized for one hundred 
thousand dollars and is the successor to the hank which Mr. Johnson established 
in Waverly in 1864. Every phase of the banking business is familiar to liini and 
in the conduct of the Trust Company and of the Waterloo Savings Bank he has 
displayed sound judgment and unfaltering energy. He holds considerable real 
estate in Waterloo and his investaiaits have always been judiciously made, 
bringing to him substantial success. He is a man of (ktcnnined purpose, carry- 
ing forward to successful completion whatever he undertakes. He has displayed 
marked ability in combining and coordinating seemingly diverse elements into a 
umfied and hannontoos whole and his life record constitutes an example that 
mig^t be profitably followed by many others, showing what may be accomplished 
when enterprise and energy point out the vray. 

On tlu" 2y[h of October, 1859, Morrtsville, New York. Mr. Johnson was 
united in tiiarriape to Miss Lucy Leland, of that i)lace. and they became the parents 
of six childreri : Elbert Leland, who is now vice president of the Leavitt & John- 
son Trust Company, president of the First National Bank of Waverly and vice 
president of the Waterloo Savings Bank, and who in 1914 was elected a director 
of the Federal Reserve Bank at Chicago; Lewis £., engineer for the bridge and 
construction department of the Pennsylvania Steel Company, at Steelton. Penn- 
sylvania; Allan Jewett, who died at the age of eighteen months; Marion L., now 
the widow of J. D. Easton ; Walter £., a resident of Nampa, Idaho, engaged in 
Isimif^; and Afice Lucy, the wife of David H. McKee, of Des Moines. The wife 
and mother passed away in March, 1892. On the 28th of Mardi, 189s, Mr. John* 
son married Mrs. Ella H. C. Kellogg, of Rochester, New York. 

Mr. Johnson holds membership with the Congregational church and also with 
the ^Ta50^ic fraternity. His political allef,'innce was formerly j^'ivcn to the re- 
publican party but since the formation of the progressive party he has been a 
supporter of its principles. While living in Waverly he was elected state senator 
from Bremer county, continuing in that position until his removal to Waterloo, 
when he resigned. He has ever been deeply interested in the upbuilding and wel- 
fare of the community in which he makes his home aiul has generously contributed 
to many projects for the public jfOf»d. La-t year he '^nvc Cornell College ^2(}.noo. 
His fellow townsmen, recognizing the wisdom of his judgment, do not hesitate 
to follow his example. It is seldom that one of his years remains so active in 
business, but old age need not necessarily st^igest idleness or want of occupation. 
On die contrary there is an old age which grows stronger and broader mentally 
and morally as the years go by and yields <nu of it- rich stores of wisdom and 
experience for the benefit of others, .^nch is the record of Mr. Johnson. Through- 
out his entire life he has never made engagements that he has not kept nor in- 
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curred obligations thai he has tiot met. Not only has he never taken any ad- 
vantag;e of thn«e with wliom he has transacted business, but it has never been 
hinted that in any nuiltcr he has ever eonsnmmntefl any trade to the hurt ^^r dis- 
advantage of the other party. He is everywhere recognized as the soul ot busi- 
ness integrity and honor and no citizen of Waterloo is held in higher esteem than 
Emmons Jiriinson, who since 1870 "has been numbered among the bankers of 
the city. 



HUGH G. VAN PELT. 

Hugh G. Van Felt is one of Iowa's l)est known men and his acquaintance and 
teputation extend throughout the United States and Canada. He is the secretary 
and general inanafjfer of the Dairy Cattle Conp;ress. one of the most noted or- 
ganizations of the kind on the American continent, it owes its existence to Mr 
Van Peh, who planned and established the organization while he was dairy ex- 
pert for the state of Iowa. Important and extensive as have been his efforts in 
promoting the dairy interests of the country, he has also been active in other 
business connections and is now the president of the Shoemaker- Van Pelt-Mayne 
Company and vice president of the Fred I- Kimball Company. .\ modern philoso- 
pher has said: "Not the ^nm] that eonK> to us, but the ^ood that comes to the 
world through us, is the measure of our success;" and judged by this standard, 
Mr. Van Pdt has been a most successful man, for his life work has been of almost 
hiestimable value to otiiers. He has a strong character and one that inspires con- 
fidence in his fellowmen, and he is capable of mature judgment of his own 
capacities and of the people and circumstances that make up his life contacts 
and c.\|>ericnces, 

A native son of Iowa, Mr. Van I'eli pursued his early education m the public 
schools and afterward entered the State Agricultural College, from which he was 
graduated with the class of 1903. He had charge of the American Jersey Cattle 

Club exhibit at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis, which was the 

winning herd in the Imtter production test at that great exposition. He after- 
ward had charg:c of the A. () \nten farm at Jerseyville, Illinois, for a year and 
was then given charge of the Hartman herd at Columbus. Ohio. From there he 
was called to the Iowa Agricultural College and was made professor of the dairy 
husbandry department and manager of the state dairy farm, continuing in ^t 
connection from 1906 until 1909. In the latter year, the Iowa state legislature 
having made an appropriation to be used in the development of the dairy interests 
of the state. Mr. Van Pelt was {^iven charge of this work and while thti^ cmjapfcd 
he ran special dairy trains carrying dairy cattle and dairy products, together with 
expert lecturers, to practically every town of any size in Iowa that was located 
upon a railroad. He devoted three years to his duties in that position, since which 
time he has been prominently identified with the same line of work, lecturing at 
many dairy cattle shows and judging dairy stock in many of the largest cities of 
the Unite<l States and Canada. In fact, he is recognized as the superior of all 
others in this line on tiie American continent, lie has made a close study of 
dairy stock and of every feature of the business and his opinions are evcrysvherc 
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accepted as auihority, so that today he is one of the fniciiKKt rqirc^cntativcs of 
tlic dairy interests in all the country. Aside from this lie has oilier important 
business connections and investments as the president of the Shoemaker- Van Pelt- 
Majme Company and vice president of the Fred L. Kimball Company of Water- 
loo. The Fred L. Kimball Company puhlishes tlu- Xational Dairy Publication, 
Kimball's Dairy Farmer, The Creamery jnnrnal. The Milk Traik Journal and 
The ¥.gf^ Reporter. pa{)ers which, as their names signify, arc for the promotion 
of special business lines and which arc national in character. 

Tn 1906, Mr. Van Pelt was united in marriage to Miss Stella Calhoon, of 
Indianola. Iowa. They have a wide acquaintance and their circle of friends is 
almost coextensive therewith. Mr. Van Pelt is a member of the Commercial 
Club and Board of Trade of Waterloo, of the Chamber of Commerce, the Water- 
loo Club and the Towti Criers Club. In fact, he is one of the most progressive, 
enterprising residents of the city and is active in every plan and niuvemcnt toward 
making a greater Waterloo and enhancing the opportunities of the state. 



WILLIAM L. FOSTER. 

Starinig out in the business worltl un his own account at the age of lifteen 
years, William L. Foster is today a member of the finn of Ellis & Foster, con- 
ducting a successful and growing plumbing business in Waterloo. Industry, well 
defined and intelligently dirccteil. has brought him to his present trade con- 
nertinns. He was boni in Wavcrly, Iowa, on the Sth cf December. 1S72, a son 
of Floyd \V. and Rebecca ( l^oyle) I-'oster, His |)alenial j^randfather. Peter 
F<»ter, was of renusylvania- Dutch stoik and in an early day in the development 
of this state came to Iowa, being among the first of the pioneer settlers of 
Waverty. He built the first mill above Waverly ever erected on the Cedlar river 
ami was otherwise identified with the earl\ development of that section. Floyd 
W. Foster was a carpenter by trade and followed that occupation throughout his 
entire life, which was ternnnatcd in death in iHi)^, when he was fifty-five years 
of age. lie was a member of Comj)any G, .Ninth iowa Volunteer Infantry, was 
elected first lieutenant, served as captain of his company on the death of his 
captain and was himself wounded. His wife passed away November 15, 191 1, 
at the age of fifty-eight years. 

William Foster acquiretl a public-.*;chool education, but at the age of fifteen 
years started out to make his own way in the world by learniiifj the tinner's trade. 
Subsequently he was employed in connection with the cigar business in Maquo- 
keta, Iowa, for three years, but after the outbreak of tlie Sixinish-American war 
he enlisted for active service at the front and was made quartermaster seigeant 
of die Forty-ninth Rq|[iment of Iowa Volunteer Infantry, which was on dnty 
in Cuba. 

After the clci^e of the war Mr. Foster was placed in chari,'e of the corrals 
of the r.ulf division of the army, serving in that capacity for -^ix months, lie 
then returned to Maquoketa, where for a year he conducted a restaurant, in 
1900 he came to Waterloo and in company with his brother-in-law, R. A. Ellis, 
established dte plumbing firm of Ellis & Foster. In the intervening period to the 
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present time, covering fourteen years, they have buili up one of tlie largest plumb 
ing establishments in Waterloo, having^ a very extensive and gratifying patronage. 
They employ expert workmen and at all times meet the demands of their patrons, 
while their honorable business dealing constitutes a substantial factor in their 

growing^ success. 

On tlie 1st of March, 1900, Mr. Foster was married to Miss Nctta I. Mc- 
Donald, of Maquokeia. He belongs to Helmet Lodge, Xo. 6, K. P., and Waterloo 
Lodge, No. 290, B. P. O. E., and also to the Royal Aicanmn. He is likewise a 
member of the Waterloo Commercial Club and in matters of general concern he 

manifests a public spirit, cooperating heartily in plans and measures for the gcxKi 

of the commnnily. There lia\e l)cen no spectacular phases in his life record. 
On the contrary it is that of a man who has alw ays followed aloiifj the even icnof 
of his way, finding in business conditions the incentive for his best efforts, and as 
the years have gone on he has gained a substantial measure of success. 



WALTER R. FRENCH. 

Walter R. French, with offices in the Commercial Bank btiilding, is one of 
the younger representatives of the bar of Black Hawk county. He located for 
practice in Waterloo in 191a and already has adiieved a measure of success which 

many an older practitioner might well envy. He was bom in the city which is 
still his home, a son of Wallace R. French, who came to Waterloo about thirty 
years ago and for a number of years was actively and successfully cn(^ae:cd in 
merchandising in this city, but is now living retired, enjoying in wcii earned rest 
the fruits of his former toil Wallace French has taken a prominent part in Uie 
public affairs of city and county and his cooperation has been an element in public 
progress. He serx ed on the board of aldermen for a number of years and as stt^ 
did effective work in advancing the welfare of the city along civic lines. 

His son, Walter R. I'rench, is indebted to the public-school system of Water- 
loo for his educational opportunities and after passing through the grades he con- 
tinued his course in the East Waterloo high school, from which he was graduated' 
with the dass of He then entered upon the liberal arts course at the North- 
virestern University at Evanston, Illinois, and returned to Iowa for professioiuil 
training, being graduated from the law department of the State University with 
the class of iqi2. The same year lie was admitted to the l^ar and has since 
practiced in all of the stale and federal courts. His clientage is continually in- 
creasing in voltune and importance and has already assumed gratifying propor- 
tions. He is a member of both the Black Hawk County and the Iowa State Bar 
Associations. 

Mr. French has also taken a somewhat prominent part in political affairs and 
as the nominee of the republican party was elected for the office of justice of 
the peace in East Waterloo township. He is a trustee of IJlack Hawk county for 
minor dependents under the new Employers' Liability and W^orkmen's Compensa- 
tion Act of the state and in all matters of citizenship he is deeply interested, feeling 
it the duty as virell as the privily of every man to exercise his right of franchise 
in suf^rt of the projects which he deems of greatest beneAt to the common- 
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wealth at large. He has frequently been a delegate to the county and stale con- 
ventions of the republican party. Mr. Frendi has membershi]) with two college 
frateniities, the Sigma Chi and Theta Nu Epailon. Locally he is connected with 

the Elks and with the Knights of Pythias, and his religious faith is evidenced in 
his attendance at Christ's F.piscopal church. He belongs to the Commercial Club 
and Board of Trade and lie is a member of the 1 uwii I rier-^ Clubs. Having spent 
his entire life in this county he is widely known and the many sterling traits of 
character he has displayed have established him in the regard of his fellow 
townsmeo. 



JOHN IJERG. 

John Beiie^ is the secretary and vice president of tiie B. W. Schuneman Com- 
pany, druggists, of Waterloo. He bq^n preparation for ibe calling to which he 

now devotes his energies in his sixteenth year and one element of his success is 
undoubtedly the fact that he has never dissipated his energies, but has always 
continued in the line to which he «lirerte<l his attention in early youth. He was 
bom in Savanna, iiiinois, on the loth of July, 1888, a son of I'eicr and Ida (^Dahl) 
Berg, both of wh<mi were natives of Germany, the former coming to the United 
States when a young man of twenty-four years, while the latter crossed the 
Atlantic when a maiden of sixteen summers. They were married in Clinton, 
Iowa. After coming to the new world Peter Herg first settled in Sal)ula. Iowa, 
in 1869 and there engaged in contracting and building, with which he vva-< iilenti- 
fied liiroughout his active life. At the present, however, he is living retiretl in 
Waterloo, enjoying in well earned rest the fruits of his former toil. 

John Berg supplemented a public-school education by study in die Iowa State 
Teachers* College at Cedar Falls and in the Babcock School of Ph 1 y at l)es 
Moines, fruni which lie was graduated with the cla.ss of IM12 .\-^ early as his 
sixteenth yrar. however, he had taken up the study of pharmacy as a clerk in 
the store of the Pfeitter Company in Cedar Falls, remaining in that employ up 
to the time he entered the pharmaceutical school. Following his graduation he 
returned to Black Hawk county and for six months was employed in the east 
side store of* the li. \V. Schuneman Company in Waterloo. In December he 
purchased an intere>t in the ItviNiness and was made vice president atul secretary 
of the comjiany, at which time he assumed the man.igcment of the west -^ide store, 
over which he has since presided. He is thoroughly acquainted with every phase 
of the drug business and has made his establishment a poi>u]ar one by reason 
of the attractive appearance of the place, the reasonable prices and the unfailing 
courtesy which he extends to his patrons. 

Mr. Berg is a member of Waterloo Lodge. N'o. T05. A. F. it .\. M . ; Taber- 
nacle Chapter. No. 52, R. .\. M. ; Waterloo Council, K. & S. M.: .\scalon Com- 
mandery. No. 25, K. T, , anil Kl Kahir Temple. .\. .A. O. X. M S He also 
belongs to the Lutheran church and in his religious and Masonic connections 
are found tibe rules whidi govern his conduct and which have won for him the 
high regard and confidence of his fellowmen. He is also a member of the 
Waterloo Commercial Club and the Town Criers Club, and he gives his political 
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allegiatice to the republican party. His life has been one of intense activity, in- 
telligently directed, and he has found in the faithful performance of each day's 

duties inspiration and .stren-th f >r tht efforts of the succeeding day. He is alert, 
energetic and determined and as the \cars Iiave passed has won a substantial 
measure of success, occupying a prominent place among the druggists of 
Waterloo. 



RUPERT L. I'ARKER. 

Rupert L. l*arker is the president of the Colby-Parker Transfer Line, in whicli 
connection he is conducting the leading business of the kind in Waterloo. He 
has been a resident of this city for seven years, arriving in 1907, and within that 
period has won for himself a creditable name and place in business circles. A 

native of New York, his birth occurred in Cattaraugus county on the 22d of Feh- 
ruary, 187S, and at the age of ten years he accompanied his parents, Elliott and 
Kosethalia Parker, to the middle west. They settled in Decorah, Iowa, and there 
Rupert L. Parker was reared and acquired his education as a public-school student. 
He continued to make his home in Decorah until he had readied the age of twenty- 
nine years, when he came to Waterloo. Previously he had engaged in dealing in 
standard bred horses, which he handled and trained siKces>fully. On coming to 
Waterloo he formed a partnership with Charle*^ H. t olhy and botight out the 
Stewart Transfer Line, establishing the C'olby-I'arkcr 1 ransfer Line. From the 
beginning the enterprise has proven a growing and profitable one and they now 
own and control the most extensive business of the kind in Waterloo, usmg forty 
horses in teaming and contract work. They employ thirty men and their patron- 
age is steadily increasing, for they are ever found to be prompt and relive, livif^ 
up fully to their contract. Mr. I'arker ha< also trained a number of horses since 
coming to W aterloo and is very succc.>.slul in that work. 

In if/>5 Mr. Parker was united in marriage lo Miss Ruth James, of l ort 
Dodge, Iowa, by whom he has one daughter, Jane. The parents are members of 
St. Marie's Episcopal church and Mr. Parker is serving as one of the vestrymen. 
He is also connected with the I'.cnex olent Protective Order of Elks. Industry and 
determination have been the i)a-ii elements of his business cai'eer and have 
brought to him a substantial measure of success as the years have gone by. 



MOSES RICKER. 

Moses Rirker was born at Witner{)or1. .Maine, September J5, and in his 

native state the period of his boyhood and youth was jxissed. Just before he had 
attained his majority he left New England for the Pacific coast, making the trip 
around Cape Horn to Maiysvtlle. California, where he entered the employ of 
Governor l-owe. Ambitious, however, to ad\ance his indi\idual interests. hjC 
went to the mining camps and for a time conducted business affairs at X'irginia 
City and later at W hile Pine, Nevatla. remaining in the two states until 1865, 
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when he returaed to the Ailamic coast and with the proceeds of his Imsincjis 
successes in the west he embarked in the dry-goods trade in Boston in partner- 
ship with a brother. He also became connected with a commission business and 
after some years spent in Boston remained for a year in New York to further the 

interests of his commission business. His attention, however, was from lime to 
time riveted on the west and south in recop^iition of tlit fjrouinp opportunities 
of those sections of the countr>', and m 1870 he went to V icksburg, Mississippi, 
remaining three months, but not finding the business openings that he desired 
there, he came to Waterbo, where he made his home to the time of his death. 
He was first connected with the dry-goods business in Ulis city, having brought a 
large stock of goods from Boston for that jmnwse and organizing the firm of 
Kicker. Russ & Company, which began business in a frame building. After a 
brief period the store and stock were destroyed by tire, but with undaunted pur- 
pose and unwavering resoltition they started anew, this time occupying a brick 
buikling on the site of the First National Bank buiMing. At different times 
'removals were made in order to secure needed space and ultimately the firm of 
Ricker, Russ & Com^iany extended the scope of their trade to include milUnefy 
as well as dry goods. 

In 1873, Mr. Ricker also entered into active connection with the lumlK r trade, 
purchasing the interest of the senior partner in the firm of AUee & Lindley, thus 
forming the firm of Ricker & Lindley. The association between them was con- 
tinued with mutual pleasure and profit until 1885, when Mr. Ricker purchased his 
partner's interest and continued alone until 1888, v 'len he admitted Charles P. 
Ilratnober to a partnership utidcr the firm name of Ricker & l?ratnol)er. He 
heiieved in the iiUruductioti of jm'w ideas into an old established l)usiness and in 
s.ek-ciing a young man to become a factor in the conduct of the lumber trade he 
had the prescience to choose wisely. Prosperity attended the new firm and the 
business of the house was extended in many directions. In 1893 it was> incor- 
porated as the Ricker & Bratnober Lumber Company and W. M. Stewart, a 
young man thoroughly familiar with the lumber trade and of larjjc t)usincss 
I apacity, was admitted to a partnership. Later the retail business in W aterloo 
was abandoned, but the lirm continued to sell to the retail trade through twenty- 
eight yards established in ofter towns. The himber business of which Mr. Ricker 
was long the head first began to branch out in 1889, when the original outside 
yard was established. 

In addition to organizini,' the Ricker iS; liratnober Lumber Company, Mr. 
Ricker was also instrumental in cstablisliing the B. L. Wilh's Lumlier Company, 
each organization having the same stockholders. They established and conducted 
not only tlie twenty-eight retail lumber yards in Iowa, but also engaged exten- 
sively in a wholesale lumber business and in the operation of sawmills. Thesb 
firms began cutting lumber in the northern pineries in 1S94 and greatly extended 
their sawmill ojjcrations. buying new tracts of timber lands through the suc- 
ceeding years. Mr Ricker ever manifesting the deepest interest in that branch 
of the business. He also became a factor in other iinfx)rtant industrial, commer- 
cial and financial enterprises of Waterloo as a stockholder, and there are few who 
have contributed in so large a measure to the business development of the city. 
Moreover, from the period of his eariy residence in California he was greatly 
attached to that state and watched its progress and rapid strides in population 
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and prosperity. While engaged in business in Waterloo in partnership with 
Hcrvey Lindley they formulated the plan of founding a town in Calif omia and 
the now flourisliing tity of Whitticr has result^^l from their efforts, the initial 
step in that direction being made in r886 or 1887. 

On the 14th of May, 1873, Mr. Ricker was uniteti in marriage to Aiiss Jennie 
Conger, a daughter of Major Patrick Henrj' Conger, of Waterloo, and unto them 
were bom three children: Two sons who died in infancy, and a daughter, Nina, 
who is now the wife of Lore Alford of the Ulack Hawk Abstract Company of 
Waterloo. Only about two months before his death Mr. Ricker erected a fine 
residence in Waterloo and watched with interest the progress of tlu w ork as the 
builtiinj^ proceeded For some years jjrior to his death it was Mr. RickcrV custom 
to escape the rigorous climate of Iowa by extended visits in California, Louisiana 
or Florida. He preferred the first named state, however, finding the greatest 
enjoyment in its sunshine, its fruits and its flowers. 

Mr. Ricker was a well known Mason, holding niembershil> in the lodge, chapter 
and commandery, and when he i)assod away on the idili of DcccniUcr, ifxx>, his 
funeral services were conducted by the Knights Tcmj)lar. He w as also a tnember 
of the Eiks' lodge and of the Workmen and there was no more popular or honored 
man in those organizations. The most flourishing club ever organized in Water- 
loo was the result of his efforts in die direction of establishing a business men's 
association and furnishing quarters in which to meet. This is the Columbia Club, 
which was organized in 1891 and of which he became the first president. 



FRAXCLS A. liRVANT. M. D. 

Dr. Francis A. Bryant, deceased, was for an extoided period identified with 
the practice of medicine in Black Hawk county and the record which he left be- 
hind him as a man and a citizen is one well worthy of emulation. He was bom 

in Chesterfield. Massachusetts, January 6, 1826, a son of Martin and Xancy 
(Skiff) Bryant, both of whom were natives of Massachusetts. The son attended 
.school in North Adams, Massachusetts, and then, determining upon the practice 
of medicine as a life work, became a pupil in a medical college at Worcester, 
Massachusetts, and also studied in Syracuse, New York. He entered upon tiie 
practice of his profession in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, and afterward removed to 
Wyoming. New York, where he remained for five years. In 1858 he came to 
Cedar Falls, where he followed his profession until his health failed him. Twenty 
years prior to his death he became an invalid, (Uie to liard work and xmfahering 
• levotion to h\> i)raetiec. Locating here in pioneer times when tlie county was hut 
sparsely settled, he would go on long drives through summer's heat and winter's 
cold, never sparing himself when he felt that a fellow creature needed him. His 
extreme exertion and devotion to his profession at length brought on nervous 
dyspepsia and tenninated his life. 

On the 3d of January, 1847. Dr. Bryant was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
M. Harmon, who was bom in Cheshire, Massachusetts, a daughter of Julius 
Caesar and Betsy (Barker) Harmon, who always remained residents of the east 
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until called to their final home. Dr. and Mrs. Bryant had but one child, Ve»ta A. 
The father died September 4, 1910, and his wife passed away February 12, 191 1 
In politics Dr. Bryant was a stalwart republican, taking an active interest in 
the work of the party, and at one time served as mayor of Cedar Falls. He made 
such a creditable record in that position that lie was three times elected to tlie 
ofTicc and in the exercise of his official prerogatives he largely promoted the wel- 
fare and upbuilding of the city. He also ser\ed as township trustee and as a 
member of the school board in the early days, and he attended the Coc^regational 
church. His life was ever upright and honorable and won for him the coi^ 
fidence» high regard and good will of all with whom he came in contact. 



HERMANN MILLER. 

Hermann Miller is the secretary and manager of the Iowa Manufacturers 
Fire Insurance Company of Waterloo, in which connection his efforts have been 
a contributing element to the substantial success won by the company. A native 
of Germany, he was born in 1861 and remained a resident of the fatherland 
until he reached the age of nineteen years, when he crossed the Atlantic to 
America. He had been educated in his native country and was engaged in mer- 
cantile pursuits there before making the voyage to tiie new world, having served 
a regular apprenticeship. On reaching the United States in 1880 he first took 
up his abode at Reinbeck, in Grundy county, .where he was employed as a clerk 
in a store. 

In i88l, Mr. Miller arrived in Waterloo and was associated with tlic firm 
of J. G. Hoflf & Sons as a clerk for four years. He was afterward in charge of 
dieir store in Reinbedc, a fact which indicates that he enjoyed the unqualified 
confidence and r^ard of the firm. He then engaged in the insurance business 
and soon afterward left the mercantile field and devoted his time to the ui)lniild- 
ing and development of his insurance interests. He became one of the orj,'anizers 
of the Iowa Manufacturers Fire Insurance Company, which was incorporated 
with a capital stock of one hundred thousand dollars, and their assets are now 
nearly two hundred thousand dollars. The officers of the company are: W. W. 
Mar^, president; Hermann Miller, secretary and manager; and A. H. Holt, 
treasurer. TTie business has been carefully plannefl and systematized and has 
been developed along the must modern lines. l-"ach forward step in the insurance 
field has brought to Mr. Miller a wider outlook and his efforts have been »lirected 
by the highest business ethics, and his success is therefore well merited. 

In 1887, Mr. Miller was united in marriage to Miss Josie Akers, of Iowa, and 
they have become the parents of four sons . H. C, who is a member of the 
Miller-McCartney Instirancc .Xgency at Waterloo; Max F., a student of archi- 
tectural engineering at the Illinois St.ite University at Champaign; Milo H., who 
is studying agncultural engineering at Iowa State College at .Ames; and Karl, 
a student in the Waterloo schools. The family are members of the Congregational 
cfaurcb and in its teachings find the guiding motive of their actions. 

Mr. Miller gives his political allegiance to the democratic party and was a 
candidate for representative on that ticket. He is a member of the board of 
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directors of the Chamber of Commerce, also has membership in tiie Waterloo 
Club, is an Elk, a Knight of Pythias and a Mason. He has never had occasion 

to regret his determination to come to the new world, for here he found the 

business opportiinitie.'^ which In- s(nif;ht and which arc always open to nn am- 
bitious, ciicrgL'tic young- man. ( Iradually he has advanced ihrough the wise use 
of his time and advantages and has been active in the upbuilding of what is today 
one of tiie important buaness enterprises of his adopted city. 



JOHN BARO. 

John Bare is now living retired in Waterloo, occupying a pleasant and attract* 
ive home at No. 408 Mulberry street. He was bom in Germany in 1841 and came 
to the United States in 1856, settling with his parents on a farm in Illinois. He 

was a youth of fifteen when he crossed the Atlantic and, accordingly, he at once 
became an active factor in the farm work, assisting in the development and im- 
provement of the home place until iSfx;. when he came to Waterloo. Here he 
embarked in the brewing business, in whicli he continued for four or live years, 
and on tfie expiration of that period he conducted a bakeiy and restaurant At 
two or three different periods he was engaged in the restaurant bi»iness and in 
time became one of the prominent and substantial business men of the city. As 
the years went on his strenuous efforts, close ajiplication and indefatigable energy 
brought to him a substantial measure of success and. with a handsome conii>etence, 
he retired to private life to enjoy in well earned rest the fruits of his former 
toil, his property being more than sufficient to supply him with all of the cc»nforts 
of life. 

Mr. Baro was married in 1882 to Miss Anne Friedl, of .Waterloo, who has 
indeetl been a faithful comiKinion anrl helpmate on life's journey. They are mem- 
bers of St. Mary's Catholic church and contribute generously to its support Mr, 
Baro was a member of the volunteer fire department of Waterloo for a number 
of years and in various other ways has been connected with the advancement of 
the city, its upbuilding and pn^^s during the forty-five years he has here resided. 



OliUKGE E. VIKUEN. 

Through constantly developing powers George E. Virden has won for him- 
self a creditable place in the manufacturing circles of Waterloo, being now presi- 
dent and manager of the Hawkeye Cllove & Mitten Company, which will shortly 
be reorganized as the Cnitcrl Cdove X; Mitten Company with J. V>. }\oh, presi- 
dent; Andrew Westherg. \icc ]>re>idciU; aiul (.icorge E. Virden, secretary and 
treasurer, lie is a man of determined purpose and as the years have gone by 
has demonstrated his worth in the business world and won success. 

Mr. Virden was bom in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, December 24, 1884, and there 
spent the days of his boyhood and youth, his education being acquired in the 
public schools of that city. On leaving school he embarked in the grocery bust- 
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tic*s Willi his lailier, but in April, 1909, turned from mercantile to miitmi'ac luring 
interests and established tlw Mount Pleasant Glove Manufacturing Company. 
There he continued in business until May, 191 3, when he removed to Waterloo 
and established the Hawkeye Glove & Miti r ipany, which was incorporated 
with a capital stock of fifty thousand dollars. They have a well cquipi)ct! jilant, 
iiicUuiin^ the latest improved machinerj' for work of tliis character, and in the 
manufacture ot leather and coLton gloves they turn out a large output which is 
widely shipped and which returns lo them a substantial anntial income. The 
oflicers of the company are: George E. Vtrden, president and manager; J. R. 
Hughes, of Mount Pleasant, vice president : and W. F. Parrott. secretary and 
treasurer Mr. \ irden is a man of keen discrimination and sound judgment and 
m the coikIik t of the business instituted a policy which measures up to the highest 
standards of commercial honor. 

Mr. Virden is a member of the Masonic fraternity and belongs to the Mystic 
Shrine. He also has membership with the Knights of Pythias and the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, is a member of the Commercial Club and Board 
of Trade, and attends the Presh\ icrian church. The nature of his interests and 
'activities is thus indicated and it is the logical conclusion that he is guided in all 
that he does by a spirit of enterprise and pn^ress. 



JAMES J, RAINBOW. 

James J. Rainbow, tilling the position of county aiuiitDr of Hlack Hawk county 
tor the seventh tenn, having been first elected in J902, was bom in Lima, Xew 
Yoric, on the 24th of April, 1855, his parents being James and Eliza (Goody) 
Rainbow, both of whom were natives of England. They came to Iowa in 1856, 
settling at Iowa City, where they remained for twelve years and then took up 
iluir abode ujwn a farm in Iowa county, where they lived for eight years. On 
the expiration of that period they removed to a fami in Pottawattamie cminty, 
where their remaining days were passed, the father s death occurring ui iyo2, 
while his wife died in 1908. James Rainbow was just twenty-one years of age 
when he came to the United States about 185 1 and for more than a half century 
he continued a resident of this country, becoming a most patriotic, U^l American 
citizen. 

James J, J<ainbow was only about a year old when brought to thi^ state, lie 
aiicnded tlie >chf>'>lv of Iowa City tf> the aj^e of twelve years and then had no 
lurtlier opportunity lo advance his educaliun until he reached the age of twenty- 
three years, when he became a. student in the collie at Malvern. Iowa, in which 
he spent several terms. Still later he attended the normal school in Iowa City 
and in 1881 he was graduated from the conmicrcial college at Iowa City. In 
i'ottawatlamic county he enpfasjed in teaching school and he also followed that 
jTofession to sonic extent after he mme to l^lac-k Hawk count} in iSSij. He look 
up the occupation of farming in this county an<l through the winter months con- 
tinued his work as a teacher. In 1902 he was elected auditor of Black Hawk 
county and so excellent has been the record that he has made in this office that 
be has been reelected again and again until he is now serving for the seventh term 
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and has never had opposition in his own party save on one occasion. He is 
prompt, faithful and reliable in die disdiaige of his official duties and is justly 
accounted one of the foremost representatives of the republican party in his section 

of the state. 

In March, 1889, Pottawattamie coutuy, Iowa. Mr. Rainbow was united in 
marriage to Miss Ida O. Knapp, by wlioni he has a daughter, Frances W'illard. 
Fraternally Mr. Rainbow is connected with the Royal Arch Masons, the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and the 
Modern WcKjdmen. He also has membership in the Commercial Club and his 
religious faith is evidenced by his membership in the Prcsl)\ Icnan church His 
interests and activities have been along progressive linos and he has cnnperated 
in many movements which have had direct bearing upon the wcitarc, progress 
and prosperi^ of the county in which he lives. He is widely known here as a 
representative citizen and has many warm friends. 



VIRGIL BLACKLEDGE. 

Virgil Blackledge is general agent for the northeastern part of the state of 
Iowa for the Union Central Life In.Mirancc Ctmipany of Cincinnati and in this 
connection his well formulated plans, carefully executed, are bringing to him 
success and increasinf the business of the corporation which he represents. He; 
was born in Xewton, Jasper county, Towa, on the i''»th of July, 1875, and is a son 
of Oliver J. and Ernestine (Turck 1 - ■! i kledge. The father was bom in Indiana 
July 15. 1852, and was brought to Iowa by his parents in 1861. The mother was 
a native of Jasper county and her natal day was May 12, 1856. They were 
reared in Jasper county and were there married, and the mother passed away 
October 13, 1875. Oliver J. Blackledge early became familiar with the best 
methods of tilling the s<m1 and caring for the crops and after he had attained his 
majority continued to engage in fanning. Year by year he tilled his Adds in 
Jasper county until iSfX). when he sold his farm of two hundred acres and re- 
moved to Oregon, selllmg in Corvallis, where he jutliciottsly n-iuvested his capi- 
tal and has won a substantial measure of prosperity. .Since taking up his abode 
there he has been engaged in the furniture and undertaking business and is one 
of the dty's well known, enterprising and successful business men. He is the 
father of four children, those besides onr subject being ; Zeller O., who died at 
the age of tu cTn\ -onc : Thaddeus L., in business with his father in Oregon, and 
Janet A., at home. 

Virgil Blarkleilge was reared under tlie parental roof with the usual ex- 
periences and interests that constitute the life of the farm boy. He attended the 
public schools, dividmg his time between the mastery of his studies, the pleasures 
of file playground and the work of the fields. As he neared manhood he fdt 
no desire to change his occupation and continued to engage actively in farming 
until 1905, at whieh time his health became impaired, unfitting him for further 
heavy work on the farm. He then prepared himself for government service and 
went to Des Moines in order to take a civil service examination. While await- 
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ing results he began selling life insurance and on his second day s work he 
secured his first pdjqr* altiiougfa the traii^action was not closed until half past 
one in the morning. This spirit of indmnitable perseverance has been the chief 
factor in making him the successful life insurance man that he is today and has 

been the chief clement in winning him promotion until he has reached the im- 
portant and responsible position of general agent for tlie Union Central Life 
Insurance Company in northeastern Iowa. He has advanced steadily step by 
stq^ woridng his way upward from die bottom, and on the 4th of October, 1910, 
be was transferred from Newton to Waterloo to take his present position, in 
which connection he has p^^ivcn excellent satisfaction. He has carefully sys- 
tematized the work of his district, keeps in touch with the interests of the ag'cnts 
under him and is constantly broadening his plans for the benefit and develop- 
ment of the business. He ranks with the leading insurance men of his part of 
the state. 

On the i8th of Januaty, 1898, Mr. Blackledge was united in marriage to 

Miss Bemice Tool, of Reasnor, Iowa, and unto them was bom a daughter, Lela. 
On the 4th of September, 1904, Mr. Blackledge was again married, his second 
union being with Miss Myrtle Hayes, also of Reasnor. This union has been 
blessed with six children, five daughters and one son, Ernestine, Imogene, June, 
Jesse v., Mary and Leah Maud. 

Mr. Blackledge holds member^ip in Newton Lo^, No. 59, A F. & A. M., 
and his political allegiance is given to the republican party, which he has sup- 
ported continuously since age conferred upon hhn Htxt right of franchise, be- 
lieving: fimily that the principles of that party are most conducive to good 
government. Both Mr. and Mrs. Blackledge are members of the First Methodist 
Episcopal church and their many sterling traits of character have gained for 
them the high regard of Waterloo's best dtiaens although they have been resi- 
dents of Bbdc Hawk county for but a brief period. 



S. J. HALL. 

S. J. Hall is identified with several of the leading business concerns of Water- 

loo and in all has demonstrated his possession of qualities which are indis- 
pensable in the attainment of success. He is at once a forceful and resourceful 
business man and his advancement is attributable entirely to his own etTorts. He 
is the president ai^d manager of the Waterloo Saddlery Company, secretary of 
the Waterloo Canning Company and treasurer of the Cement Machinery Com* 
pany. His residence in this city covers a period of thirty years and his activities 
have been a factor in the upbuilding of its citizenship along the lines of material 
adva-i imcnt. 

M: Hall was horn in the north of Ireland in 1862 and was Iwenty-one years 
oi age when he crossed the Atlantic to the new world. lie made his way at once 
to tliis city, wiiere he embarked in the dry-goods btisiness, in which he engaged 
for about eleven years. Thinking to broaden the scope of his activities and 
heighten his success through the conduct of other interests, he, with others, 
oiganized in i895» Waterloo Saddkry Company, which was incorporated with 
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a capital stock of twenty-two thousand dollars. This has been increased from 
time to time until the present capitalization is otu- hun(lrc<l and fifty ihousanrl 
dollars. The officers at thi- (line are: S. j. Hal!. prcMMont ; !, <; Arlain^ .f -c 
president; H. M. Reed, secretary; and 1 K. Larscti. trcasurvr I hcv maini- 
facturc harness, horse collars and pads and their business has grown to extetisivc 
and gratifying proportions. They built their present quarters on Sycamore street, 
where they have a building seventy by one hundred and tu-enty feet and four 
stories in height with basenient. fhcy occupy the entire building and emplc»v 
abotit sixty-five ]>enplc in tlic plant. Their trade now extends over northern and 
wcslcTii Iowa. ta>l<.ni South nakotn, Xcbraska and southern Minnesota, and 
their lulronage is grow nig year l»y year. Mr. I tail has also become connected 
with various other business interests. 

In 1887 occurred the marriage of Mr. Hall and Sarah Derrick, a native 
of Canada, and they have l)ecome the parents of three children : Richard L.. who 
is in the ol^cc of the Waterloo Saddlcr> Company; Kathleen A.; and Dorothy J. 
Mr. Hall is a member of the l^tn'\ er«<a!i<t cintrrh Mc aKu l)e!oni:js to the Com- 
mercial Club and Board of Trade and is one t)t the directors ot that orgunization. 
He hokls membership in Helmet Lodge. K. T., and he is a \'ery prominent Mason. 
He has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and is the present 
grand comroandtr of the Knights Templar of Iowa. In this connection he is 
widely known throughout the state and honored wiierexer he is known. 

His bu'sinevs career a notable one and worthv of cmularion Starting out 
in life without any vaulting ambition to accomphsh something e>i>ccially great or 
famous, he has followed the lead of his opportunities, doing as best he could any- 
thing that came to hand and seizing legitimate advantages as they arose. He has 
never hesitated to take a forward step when the way was open. Though content 
with what he attained as he went along he has always been ready to make an 
advance. Fortunate in j)ossessinp the ability and character that inspire con- 
fidence in others, the simple weight of his ciiaracter ami abihty has earned him 
into important relations with large interests. 



CARL C. BICKLKY. -M. D. 

Dr. Carl C. liickley is one of the yoiuiger representatives of the medical prtn 
fession in Waterloo, but in practice proves himself the peer of many a man of 
older years and has gained considerable prominence as an obstetrician. He was 
bom in 1882 in the city where he still resides and after completing the work of 
the jjrades continued his editration in the Waterloo high -chool until graduated 
with the class of kxto. wlien eighteen year«; of age. The suci LLdiiit^ two years 
were spent as a student in the Iowa State i eachers' College at Cedar Falls and 
for four years he attended Hahnemann Medical College of Chicago, from which 
he was graduated with the class of 1906, having completed the regubr course and 
thereby becoming well qualified for the practice of medicine. Still lu was not 
satisfied and for nine months was a student in the University of Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, and fir some months attended clinics in Vienna, Austria, where he did 
post-graduate work. 
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Thus having improved every possible <q>pottunity to increase his knowledge 

and promote his efficiency. Dr. Bickley retunied to his native country and in 
i^joy opened an office in Waterloo, where he has since cnjjai^t<l in active practice. 
He is coiuliiotini:,' a c^cncrnl practice, but makes a specialty of obstctricji and is 
well versed in that branch of the profession, reading broadly and thinking deeply 
along those lines, and at all times keeping in touch with the advanced work of the 
medical fraternity. He is attending physician and surgeon to the Presbyterian 
and the St. Francis hospitals of Waterloo and he is a niemher of the Waterloo 
^ledicnl Society, the Black Hawk County Medical Society and the Iowa State 
Medical Society. 

In uj^i. Dr. Bickley was united in marriage to Miss Daisy Franklin, a native 
o{ Elgin, Illinois, and they have become the parents of two children, Donald and 
Betty. The parents are well known in Waterloo and the record of Dr. Bickley 
stands in contradistinction to the old adage that a prophet is never without honor 
save in his own country and among his own kin, for in the city where practically 
hi- entire life ha*: been pa-^sed the I^octor ha^^ worked his way steadilv upward 
and has attained a position of tlisiinciion, havnig passed beyond the ranks of the 
many until he now stands among the successful few. 



VV, H. LANGLAS. 

W. H. Langlas, whose business career has ever been chanaicri^^cd by the 
niks which govern indefatigable industry and strict, unswerving integrity, is now 
the secretary and treasurer of the Altstadt & Langlas Baking Company, which, 

selling to a wholesale and retail trade, is conducting the largest eiUorprisc of the 
kind in Waterloo. Wv. T.an^las i<: a native son of the city in which he makes \\\< 
home, his birth ha\ uitr lu re occurred in 1.S70. His father, i^udwig Langlas, \va.- 
iKjrn in Germany in 1844 and after spending tlie i)criod of his boyhood and youth 
in the fatherland bade adieu to friends and native country and sailed for America 
when a young man. He arrived in Waterloo about 1869 and here followed the 
wagonmaker's trade which he ha<l previously learned in Germany. He was 
married in Waterloo to Miss Catherine Reitners, also a native of Germany, .nnd 
for many yenr< they continued residents of P,!ack Hawk comity. Mr. l.ancflas 
passing away in i</jc) after thirty one year> spent in Waterloo. His widow >ur- 
rived him for about eight years, dying in 1908. 

W. H. Langlas is one of the four living children of his father's family, the 
others beinj^ C. F., now a resident of Newark. New Jersey; Elizabeth, the wife 
of C F. Ahsiaflt : and J. G.. who i- in I>uford, rolora<l<j. The subject of this 
review is tlie tliird in order oi hirtli. He was reared and educated in Waterloo 
and after leaving school entered the dry-goo<is house of Weishaar & I'assig, with 
whom he remained for five years, his fidelity and capability being manifest in his 
long connection with that business. It was his desire, however, to engage in busi- 
ness on his own account that his efforts might more directly benefit himself, and 
at the end of that time lie joined C. F. Altstadt in organizing the present Altstadt 
& Lang;las Baking Conij)any, From the be^jinning the iiusiness has g^rown steadily 
and its trade connections now cover a wide territory, for tlie company sells to 
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eighty different towns and cities. It has a large plant, occupying a building one 
hundred and thirty feet square, which is splendidly equipped with all of the 
latest machinery for mixing, cutting and doing other work in connection with 
the bakery trade. The capacity of the mammoth ovens is iweniy-five thousand 
loftves of bread, two thousand pies and fifteen thousand dozen of small goods 
daily. The excellence of the product has been the secret of the success of die 
company. Its goods have constituted a standard for otiher establishments of Hus 
character and the name of Altstadt & Langlas is a guarantee of quality. 

In Januar}', 1904, Mr. Langlas was united in marriage to Miss I hursnelda 
ZcUhocfcr, and they have one son, Rcimers Ludwig. Mr. Langlas is a member 
of Helmet Lodge, K. P., of the Town Criers Club and Ae Commercial Qub and 
Board of Trade. He also has membership in tiie Emanuel Evangelical diurch. 
He is a self-made man, who, as the architect of his own fortune, has builded 
wisely and well. He possesses natural ability and his success in business since he 
started in his present line has been uniform and rapid. .'\s lias been trulv remarked, 
after all that may be done for a man in the way of giving him early opportunities 
for obtaining the requiremeitts which are sought in Ifae tidKX>b and in books, he 
must essentially formulate, determine and give ^ape to his own diaracter, and 
this is what Mr. Langlas has done. He has persevered in the pursuit of a per- 
sistent purpose and has gained a most satisfactory reward. 



P. H. PAULSEN. 

No history of the bar of Black Hawk county would be complete without ex- 
tender! reference to P. H. Paulsen, who came to Waterloo in 191 1 and found in 
this growing and enterprising western city a splendid field for professional activity. 
He was born in Germany m 1872 and tlierc spent the hrst sixteen years of his 
life. On crossing the Atlantic to America he located in Iowa, settling in the 
vicinity of Cedar Falls, where he engaged in farming. About three years after 
arriving here, when but eighteen years of age, he managed an eleven hundred 
acre farm in Grundy county, where he remained for several years. He was very 
successful as a farmer, but wliile he found that work congenial, he had a desire 
for a more advanced education, so he entered Cornell Collie, from which he 
was graduated as a member of the class of 1900, winning the Ph. B. d^ree. He 
then took up the profession of teaching and was superintendent of schools at 
Oxford Junction for three years. During that period and for some time prior 
thereto he devoted his vacations and the hours which are usually termed leisure 
to the study of law and successfully passed the required examination which won 
him admission to the Iowa bar in 1903. He then located at Eslherville, where 
he practiced until 191 1, wlien he came to Waterloo, where he has since followed 
his profession. 

When he left EstherviUe the leading paper of the town spoke of him as 
follows: "Attorney P. H. Paulsen and his excellent family expect to leave in a 
few days for their new home in \\'aterloo. They have hn-ts of friends here who 
wish them well in their new home Attorney Paulsen lias been in the practice of 
law here for eight years and in that lane has built up a wonderful practice. His 
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practice has been principally in Emmet, Dickinson, Clay, Kossuth, Hamiltun and 
Hardin counties. His success in the trial of his cases has been exceptional. Wc 
doubt if there is an attorney in nortiiwestem Iowa who has had a more phenomenal 
success. In a material way his success stands almost alone. He still holds con« 
sideiable land in the county, and leaves with friends gfalore. There is general 
regret among the people here to him go, as he has been especially active in 
everything for the pood of K.stherviUe. N'o one eould leave Esthervillc whose 
departure would be attended with more general regret. He will be greatly missed 
in the Methodist Episcopal church and the Kni^ts of Pythias lodge, as in both 
of these organizaticms he was very active. Mr. Paulsen has invested heavily in 
Waterloo, and it goes without question that he will l>ecome prominently identified 
with the future growth and business of Waterloo and will take a leading^ place in 
the practice of law at that place. In moving from this plaee Estherville loses a 
good substantial citizen, and Waterloo gains a resident of whom, she will be 
proud." 

The prediction concemuig Waterloo has been fully realized, for the city recog^ 
ntzes his value along many lines. He is indeed an able member of the bar and 

since the banning of Ins readence here he has been unusually prosperous in 
every respect. He possesses in an eminent dej»ree the qualities which work for 
advancement in the legfal profession and he is faithful to every interest eoni- 
mitted to his charge. Aside from his law practice he is largely interested in real 
otate and he is a stockholder in several business corporations and companies of 
Waterloo, where his sound judgment and cooperation are considered of great 
worth. 

In 1902, Mr. Paulsen was united in marriapfc to Miss Mabel Haven, of 
Cliarles City. Iowa, and they ha\e become i)arcnts of three children: Mary 
listher. Ruth and Haven. Mr. Paulsen holds membership with the Knights of 
Pythias, has passed through all of the chairs in the lodge and has been repre- 
sentative to the grand lodge. He and his wife are members of the Grate Metho- 
dist Episcopal church and he is serving on its board of trustees, taking a most 
active and helpful part in its work and doing all in his power to extend its in- 
fluence. He lives in a beautiful home which he erected on Prospect Hill and is 
most happy in the companionship of an interesting family. Whatsoever his 
hand hnds to do, whether in his profession, in church connections or in any other , 
sphere, he does with his might and with a deep sense of conscientious obligation. 



JAMES E. SEDGWICK. 

Honored and respected by all, there is no man who occupies a more enviable 
position in financial and business circles than does James E. Sedgwick, now presi- 
dent of the Leavitt & Johnson National Bank. His course has ever been one 
which would bear the closest investigation and scrutiny and at all times he has been 
actuated by a spirit of progress and advancement that has wrought excellent 
results for the institution with which he is connected and for the community at 
latge. He was bom at Moline, Illinois, June 4, 1854, a son of Theodore H. and 

Lania S. (Parsons) Sedgwick, both of whom were natives of the state of New 
TA11-4 
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York and m 1840 removed westward to Illinois. At the time of the Civil war 
the father became a private of the Ninety^fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, serv- 
ing for one year. He was engaged in the abstract business at Qinton, Iowa, at 

the time of his death, which occurred in 1902. 

James E. Sedgwick was a student in Grand Prairie Seminar)' at Oneida, Illi- 
nois, when his^ text -books wcne put aside at the age of sixteen years. Later, how- 
ever, be detennined to prepare for tiie bar and studied law in Faxton, Illinois, 
bdln; admitted to practice in 18S1. The same year he came to Waterioo and at 
once entered upon the al)stract business, in which he has since been successfully 
en^ged, the firm l>eing now incorpornted under the name of the Scdgwick-Lichty 
Abstract Company. From the beginning; of his residence in Waterloo he lia" hccn 
recognized as an enterprising business man, diligent and detennined, making wise 
use of his time, talents and opportunities. In 1906 he was elected to the presi- 
dency of the Leavttt ft Johnson National Bank and he is also president of tlie 
Farmers Loan & Trust Company. The high position which he occupies is not 
merely the result of his success but of his straightforward business methods and 
the honorable policy which he has ever pursued in all of his business dealings. 

On the loih of November. i88t), at Waterloo, Iowa, Mr. Sedgwick was united 
in marriage to Miss Carrie A. Cobb, by whom he has the following children: 
Helen A., Catharine ^fary L., Theodore E. and Harriett E. Mr. Sedgwick 
gives his political allegiance to the rqmblican party and has been active in its 
ranks. For fifteen years he served as alderman of Waterloo, exercising his otlficial 
prerc^tives in support of many progressive public measures which have had to 
do with the upbuilding and welfare of the city. He studies the needs and condi- 
tions of this growing metropolis of Iowa and has done everytliing in his power to 
make the dty what it is today— one of the most beauttful and progressive cities of 
the middle west In Masonry he has attained the Knight Templar degree and 
has also crossed the sands of the desert with the N'obles of the Mystic Shrine. 
He likewise belongs to the Knights of Pythias and tlie Benevolent Protective 
Order of Elks and he and his family attend the Congregational church. He be- 
longs to that class of men to whom success has come as the legitimate and direct 
result of energy intelligently directed. He has made eadi act count for die utmost 
and each step in his career has been a forward one, bringing him a broader out- 
look and wider opportunities. 



PERRY E. CANFIELD. 

Perry E. Canfield is the secretary and treasurei* of the Canfield Lumber Com- 
pany, which was established in Waterloo in 1904 and has since been one of the 
growing business enten^rises of the city. As an officer Perry E. Canfield has 
contributed largely to its success atul his business record is such a one that 
Black Hawk county is proud to number liim among her native sons. He was 
bom on a farm in Lester township in 1871, a son of Samuel Canfield, now 
deceased, who came from his old home in the vicinity of Syracuse, New York, 
to Iowa about 1855 and cast in his lot with the early settlers of Black Hawk 
county. He established his home upon a fann in Lester township and there 
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continued to reside for a considerable period, but afterward turned his attention 
to general mercbandising in New Hartford* Butler county. His last days were 
spent in the home of his son Perry E. Canfield in Waterloo. His wife bore 
the maiden name of Harriett Wood and was a daughter of Enos Wood, one of 

the pioneer residents of this county. 

ferry E. Canficld was lar>,'cly rtaml and educated in Black TIawk county 
and remained upon the lionie farm until twenty-eight years of age, gaining broad 
practical experience in the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for the ^ 
craps. He cimtinued in agricultural life for several years after attaining his 
majority and then, thinking to find commercial pursuits more congenial, he went 
to Rcnson, where he opened a lumberyard, which he cotiducted for a year. On 
the expiration of that time he sold oui, but a},Min stane<I in the lumber business at 
Dunkerton in 1902. After withdrawing from the lumber trade at Benson he 
again had diarge of the farm, devotii^ three years to agricuhural pursuits, giving 
much of his time to stock-raising and fattening stock for the market. He made 
laige shipments and carefully and successfully directed his interests. In igo4 he 
came to Waterloo and organized the Canficld T. umber Comj>any, which was 
inrori)orated w ith a capital stock of thirty thousand dollars with I.ee Canficld. of 
Cedar Kapids, as president; C. J. Schneck, of Waterloo, as vice president, and 
Pefiy E. Canfield as secretary and treasurer. The lumber business at Dunker* 
ton, however, was continued until the spring of 1914. The company also operated 
a yard at Winslow for about four years and later a lumberyard at Janesville, 
which was sold in August, 1914. At Waterloo business is conducted along 
lioth wholesale and retail lines. Their plant is the larj^est of the kind in the city, 
covering about ten acres of land on Falls avenue. 1 heir lumber trade has now 
reached extensive proportions and they enjoy a gratifying [)atronage botli whole- 
sale and retail. The members of the firm are thoroughly acquainted with the 
lumber trade in every particular, know how to purchase to gooid advantage and, 
selling at reasonable prices, have buik up a business of large and gratifying 
proportions. 

The brothers who are i)artner> in the firm also oi»cratc the old homcsten<l that 
their grandfather, Enos Wood, look up from the government about 1855. In 
addition to their lumber interests at Waterloo th^ also have a yard at Cedar 
Rapids, their busmess there being inoorpcmted and capitalized for tiiirty thousand 
dollars under the style of the I.ee Canfield Lumber Company, of which F. E. 
Canfield is the president with I.ee L anficUl a< socretar>', treasurer and local 
manager. They nho own a lumberyard at Kenwood Park, cnnducteil under the 
name of the Kenwood Lumber Company, which was incorporated for twenty 
diousand dollars. They are proprietors of another lumberyard at Iowa Falls, 
conducted under the style of Canfield St. Company, with John A. Stewart as the 
local manager. Their lumber trade is thus extensi\e, covering a considerable 
area, and their entcr]irisc is among the foremost of this character in western 
Iowa. Still further e.xtendinj^ ihe scoj>e of their activities, thev have recently 
estabhshed an oil plant at Kenwood Park, where they have tive large storage 
tanks, and William Armstrong is in charge of their busmess at that point. They 
were also instrumental in securing the establishment of the Kenwood Savings 
Bank and own a large share of its stock, while Lee Canfield is serving on the 
board of directors. 
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Both brothers are married. Lee CanfieM wedded Miss Annte Faulger, wlio 
died leaving a daughter, Dorothy, and following her demise he wedded Miss 

Alice Ripka, by whom he has a daughter. Marvel. 

In 1907 Perry E. CanfieH was united in marriage to Miss Annie Stewart. He 
Ijelongs to Helmet Lodge. K. P., of Waterloo, is a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Waterloo Club and the Town Criers Club. Lee Canfield is a 
Mason and is a menriier of the Comniericial Gab of Cedar Rapids. The hm^rs 
are indeed prominent and active factors in the business devdopment of western 
Iowa. Their efforts have been of far-reaching importance to the ccnnmunity as 
well as a source of individual profit. .\s the years have gone on they have won 
a most crcditahic place in commercial circles and may be numlxred with the real 
upbuilders of the state, for the welfare of a community does not depend so much 
Upon the machinery of government as upon the men who are controlling its busi- 
ness development. Waterloo has reason to be congtatulated upon having in its 
midst such an enterprising, progressive and well balanced business man and cttisen 
as Perry £. Canfield. 



DeWITT CLINTON' HUNTOON, M, D. 

In the years of his connection with the medical profession of Waterloo, 
Dr. DeWitt Clinton Huntoon has built up an extensive and important practice, 
his ability and conscientious service hemp, widely recognized by those in need 
of medical attention. Michigan claims him as a native son, his birth having 
occurred in Waterford on the 29th of October, 1S73, his parents being Phtneas 
and Susan (Bentley) Huntoon, the former a native of New York and the latter 
of Rhode Island. They lived for many years in the middle west, the father pass- 
inc nway in 1003, having for five years sur\-ived his wife, who flicd in tSqB. 
Dr. Huntoon has one brother, Milton V>., who is state telephone engineer of 
Michigan, and a sister, Alida E., the wife of the Hon. Samuel W. Smith, con- 
gressman from Uie sixth district of Michigan. 

Dr. Huntoon attended the Waterford and Pontiac (Mich.) public schools 
and afterward entered the Michigan State University at .\nn Arbor, from whidl 
he was graduated with the class of 1897 with the Bachelor of Science degree. 
Determininpf upon the practice of medicine as a life work, he then entered the 
Rush Medical College of Chicago, in which he completed his course by graduation 
in 1903. J Ic at once located for practice in that city but in 1905 removed to Water- 
loo, where he has since remained and in the intervening period of about ten years 
has built up a latge and gratifying piactice. He keeps thorough^ informed 
concerning the latest investigiition and researches of the profession and is in 
close touch witli tnndern methods of treating disease Moreover, he is both 
zealous and c( niseis ntious in the discharge of hi» professional duties and his 
worth in his chosen liekl is widely recognized. 

On the 4th of May, 1908. at Mankato, Minnesota, Dr. Huntoon was joined 
in wedlock to Miss Marlys Kessey, by whom he has a son, Robert DeWitt. 
Dr. Huntoon has held but one public olhce, that of police commissioner, in which 
he served for six years. His political indorsement is always given to the repub- 
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lican parly. He l»as membership with the Elks, uiiii ihe Commercial Club and 
widi the Chamber of Commerce, and he and his family attend the Melodist 
Episcopal church. He also belong to the Waterloo Medical Society, the Black 

Hawk County Medical Society and the Iowa State Medical Society. He is 
actuated in his professional career by a laudable ambition that has prompted wide 
reading and study and his success is well deserved. 



WIRT P. HOXIE. 

» 

Wirt P Hoxic, county attorney of Ilhuk Mawk county and air active and 
prominent member of the bar of VVaicrloo. was burn in Barclay township on the 
27th of September, 1871, and is a representative of one of the old pioneer families 
of this part of the state. His father, Hiram B. Hoxie, was a native of New Yoric 
and, removing to the west in 1868, cast in his lot with the earliest settlers of 
Black Hawk county. For seventeen years he lived ujxjn a farm in Barclay town- 
■^hip, during which fjeriod he bronj^ht his fields to a high sUitc of cultivation. In 
i888 he was elected county sherirt and made such an excellent record in oITkc that 
he was reelected and again elected until he liad tilled the ]>osition for four terms 
of two years each and retired on the expiration of his eighth year with the confi- 
dence and regard of all law-abiding citizens. Following that period he became 
connected with the Waterloo Saddlery Company and was thus active in business 
until about 190O, when he became one of the organizers of the Waterloo I- ruit & 
Comnii'^sion Company, wholesale dealers in fniit. Uf this eomjKiny he i> the 
treasurer and he has contributed nmch to its growing success, liis long ^c^idcnce 
in the county ranks him among the pioneer settlers, while his business ability and 
enterprise and his public service have won him place among the leading citizens. 

Wirt P. Hoxie attended the ])ul>lie schools until graduated from die Waterloo 
high school with the ela>s of 1890. I Ic afterward devoted a year to a collegiate 
course in the l'ni\ersity of Iowa and then entered upon the >lu<ly of law. com- 
plcting his course in the law dei>artment of that institution with the class of 1897. 
He thai located in Waterloo for the practice of bis profession and for a number 
of years was associated with W. H. Brunn tmder tiie style of Hoxie & Brunn. 
In 1908 he was elected county attorney, was reelected in 1910 and in 191 2 was 
again chosen to that position, so that he is now sen'infj for the sixth year, having 
made a splendid record in office. He is also accorded a lar^je clientage as a private 
practitioner of law and it is well known that he prepares his cases with great care 
and precision and is ever ready to meet not only the expected but also the unex- 
pected, which happens quite as frequently in die courts as out of them. While his 
devotion to his clients' interests is proverbial, he never forgets tiuit he owes a 
still higher allegiance to the majesty of the law. 

In 1907 Mr. Hoxic was united in marriage to Miss Ruth T ing, who was a 
teacher in the schools of Waterloo. Theirs is a hospitable home whose good cheer 
is enjoyed by many. They hold membership in the Metfiodist Episcopal diurdi, 
and Mr. Hoxie belongs also to the Masonic, Elks and Knights of Pythias lodges, 
totiie teachings and fraternal spirit of which he is ever loyal. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Commercial Club and of the Board of Trade and Ukes an active and 
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hdpful part in furthering the material development of the counrf in which his 
e|^re life has been passed. He is indeed one of its wdl known residents and one 
of its most highly esteemed citizens. 



GEORGE B. MILLER, 

r 

George B. MiHer is. the president of the Waterloo Gasoline Engine Company 
and as such is closely connected with one of the important productive industries 
of the city. He was bom in Waterloo in 1872, a son of Geoige W. M iller» a 
native of Pennsylvania, who came to Black Hawk county when there were only 
three or four houses in the county seat. He walked the entire distance from 
Dubuque to this county and after renchinjj his destination followed the profession 
of civil en^neering, laying out and surveying nearly all of Waterloo and the 
adjacent territory. He became closely associated with the pioneer development 
of this secticm of the state and was a most prominent, valued and influential 
citizen. After following civil engineering for a time he turned his attention to 
manufacturing interests ' and later engaged extensively in real-estate dealing, 
owning a hrj»e amount of property in Waterloo and its vicinity. His judgment 
was sound and his investments tlierefore judicionsly made, so that he derived a 
substantial income from Iiis activity ni liic real-eslate lield. His death occurred 
about the year 1897 and in his passing Black Hawk county lost a representative 
citizen. 

George B. Miller was educated in tile Waterloo high school and in the State 
University of Iowa, completing the course in the law department of that insti- 
tution with the class of 1894. He then practiced law for live years, after which 
he turned his attention to the manufacture of gasoline engines, in which he was 
associated with his brother and others, his brother managing the busmess. In 
1899 Geofge B. Miller purchased his brother's and the others' interest in the 
factory and he has been in active management as pr^ident of the cmnpany for 
the past ten years. This is one of the most extensive and most important indus- 
tries of the city. The main Intildinp is one thousand by one hundred and twenty 
feet, there are two other buildings fifty by one hundred and twenty feet each, 
and the foundry is one hundred and sixty by six hundred feet The concern 
employs on an average seven hundred workmen and the output is extensive. The 
company manufactures gas engines, traction engines, spreaders, cream separators 
and a number of smaller articles. The plant is splendidly equipped with all the 
latest improved machinery and the husincsv is most carefully systematized, so 
that maximum residts are achieved at .1 minnnum expenditure of time, labor and 
material — which is the source of all business success. Mr. Miller as president of 
the company is bending his ellorts to adniinislralivc direction and executive con- 
trol and his capability in correctly serving intricate business problems is ^nifest 
in his efficient management which is bringing to the company a most gratifying 
and substantial measure of prosperity. He is also interested in other business 
enterprises of importance in Waterloo and is the secretary of the Leavitt^Johnson- 
Miller Building Company. 
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In 1897 was cetebrated the marriage of Geot)ge B. Miller and Miss Myrtle L. 
Caldweld, a daughter of J, D. Caldweld. They now have one son, De Forrest, 
who is a high-school student in Waterloo The parents are members of the 
First Methodist Episcopal church and Mr. Miller is serving as president of the 
board of trustees. He is a generous contrilnitor to the -support of the church 
and an active factor in various departments of its work, lie also U^lungs to the 
Masonic fraternity, in which he has attained the Knight Templar d<^ree, and in 
his life he exemplifies the beneficent spirit of the craft. He likewise has mem- 
bership witli the Knights of Pythias and the Elks, and the nature of his interests 
is further indicated in the fact that he has membership in the Chamber of Com- 
iTierce, the Commercial Club and the Waterloo Club. His activity in business 
has not only contributed to his individual success but has also been a factor in 
the devdopment of the city and he is new accounted one of tiie foremost resi- 
dents of Waterkw, controlling one of its most extensive and most important 
business enteiprises. 



JAMES BLACK. 

James Black occupies a prominent position on the stage of business activity 
in Waterloo and at all times has played well his part. He is president of the 
James Black Dr>' Goods Company, which controls most extensive and important 
commercial interests, contributing to the welfare and prosi)erity of the community 
as well as to individual success inasmuch as it aifords employment to a large force 
pf salespeople. Mr. Bbck is a native of County Donegal, Ireland, bom in 1857, 
and is a son of William Alexander and Ann (Maltman) Black, also natives of 
Donegal, where they spent their entire lives. 

In the schools of his native county James Black pursued his education. He 
was thirty-live years of age when in 1892 he came to Waterloo and established a 
retail dry-goods store on East Fourth street with a capital of forty-five hundred 
dollars. He employed two clerics at that thne and something of the growth of 
his business is indicated in the fact that he now gives employment to over three 
hundred people. In 1914 he erected and occupied a new building one hundred 
by one hundred and forty feet, eight stories in hei^dit with kisement. and he nnw 
conducts a business amounting to one million dollars aiinually. This is incor- 
porated under the name of the jamcs Black Dry Goods Company, of which he is 
the president 

A contemporary biographer, writing of his commercial career, said : '*He has 

an almost unlimited capacity for work and a complete conception of the demands 
of the public. His establishment is as fully equipped with modem comforts and 
conveniences as any city eni{)oriuni. while his very large and carefully selected 
• stock is adapted to the demands of the most critical. Mr. Black has introduced 
many original ideas into his business, calcukited to attract attention and secure 
confidence, but all in a Icig^timate way, for he is not only a big man i^ysically, 
but he Is big morally also, and it is his chief pride that his business has been built 
upon a foundation of commercial honesty. He is awake to all the possibilities of 
trade, understands when to buy and when to sell, as beccmies a first-class business 
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man, and is at all times ready to meet competition. A marked feature of this 
establishniLiU is the courtesy shown to purchasers from its genial head down to 
the humblest member of the force, and that this is appreciated is shown by the 
large returns from the business." Aside from his commercial interests Mr. Black 
is a director and the second vice president of the First National Bank pf Waterloo 
and a director of the Waterloo Loan & Trast Company. 

On tfie istfa of September, 1892, in Marshalttown, Iowa. Mr. Black was united 
in marriage to Miss Anna M. Harper, by \dliom he has Aree children, namely: 
Anna J., Elizabeth M. and Margaret. The parents hold t^iemWrship in the Pres- 
byterian church and are fjenerous contributors to its support. Mr. Black votes 
with the republican party and is lliorougbly conversant with the leading questions 
and issues of the day but has had neither time nor inclination for public office. 
He holds membership in the Commercial Gub and the Board of Trade and, while 
an extremely busy man, developing commercial interests of great importance, he 
always finds time to cooperate in plans and tneasnrcs for the jniblic good. He is 
notably prompt, energetic and reliable and seems to have a genius for devising 
the right thing at the right time, joined to everyday common sense and resistless 
will power. Those who meet him in either business or social relations find him 
genial and cordial. He holds friendship inviolable and in his life has proven the 
truth of the Emersonian philosophy that *'the way to win a friend is to be one." 



AUSTIN BURT. 

Austin Burt, manager of the Citizens Gas & Electric Company of Waterloo, is 
a practical business man of sound judgment, forceful and resourceful. He was 
born in Detroit, Michigan. June 20. 1870, and is a son of Horace E. and-Lillie 
(Higgins ) Hun, who were natives of Michigan and of Massachusetts respectively. 
The family has been represented on American soil from almost the earliest period 
of settlement in this country* the emigrant ancestor being Richard Burt, who 
came from England in 1638. His great-great-grandson, Alvin Burt, was a soldier 
of the Revolutionary war. enlisting from Massachusetts, and he was the great- 
great-grandfather of Austin Burt, of this review. In 1902 the parents of our 
subject came to Waterloo, where the father still makes his home, but the mother 
passed away in 1909. 

Reared in his native city, Austin Burt attended the public schools of Detroit 
and later was a student in the public schools of Black River FalU, Wisconsin, 
from which he was graduated with the class of 1890. He pursued his college 
course at Cornell University of Ithaca. New York, where he completed a Mechani- 
cal Engineering course, .specializing electricity, and was graduated with the 
class of 1900. He then removed to Cedar i alls and secured a position in con- 
nection with the Electric Light Company, of which he was made manager in the 
month of December. He remained in that position for a year and a half and then 
came to his present connection with the Qtizens Gas & Electric Company of 
Waterloo as superintendent, later becoming manager. He is thoroughly equipped 
by scientific training and practical experience for the duties which devolve upon 
him and his record is a thoroughly creditable one, for he has steadily advanced 
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in his dMMen field and is today a foremost figure among the electrical engineers 

oi the state. 

On the 1 8th of January, iS(>S, Mr. Burt was married at Cedar Falls, Iowa, to 
^fis»; Mary Ellon Bartlctt, a daughter of Professor Moses W. Bartlett, now de- 
ceased, formerly of the Iowa Teachers' College of Cedar Falls. Mr. and Mrs. 
Burt have two children: Dorothy Irene, bom in 1902; and Richard Bartlett, 
whose birdi occurred in 1906. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burt are members of tiie Congregational church and are in- 
terested in the various plans and measures put forth for the benefit of the com- 
munity along material and social as well as moral lines. For seven years Mr. 
Burt scr\ed on the h*brary board and for five years has been a member of the 
school board, acting in both (X)sitions at the present time. His political views 
are in accord with the principles of the republican party, while fnUemalty he is 
well known, being vice chancellor of Helmet hodge. No. 109, K. P., a Master 
Mason and one of the Woodmen of the World. Formerly he was identified with 
the I'lks, hut i.s now demitted. He belongs to the Commercial Club and h presi- 
dent of the Bunker Hil! Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution at 
Waterloo. He is guided liy a spirit of patriotism in all of his public connections. 
He has many sterling traits of character, but none more admirable than his de- 
votion to duty, which is manifest in his business life, in his chufvh relations and 
in every field into which he has directed his activities. He is now serving as one 
of the trustees of the First Congregational church and he is a member of th** 
Iowa Historical ."Society He also has membership in the college fraternity, Phi 
ijamma Delta, and the college honor society, Sigma Xi. 

High honors have come to him along the path of his profession. In 1905 he 
was president of the Iowa Electrical Association and in 1907 was president of thi* 
Iowa District Gas Association. From 191 2 until 1914 he has been a director of 
the American ( las Institute of New York, which is a national association. He is 
likewise a member of the American Institute of Klectrical F-nginccrs and the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers. Progress and patriotism might well 
be termed the keynote of his character. He neglects none of life's duties, is 
patient and persevering in their performance, and in all that he does is guided by 
h%h ideals. 



GEORGE W. DAWSON. 

George W. Dawson, member of the bar of Waterloo, was bom in Butler 

county, Iowa, in 1864, a son of Edward Dawson, deceased, who was a native of 
England and in the ver\r 1856 came to this state, scttlirr' in Cutler county, where 
he engaged in farmnig and stock-raising throughout tiie remainder of his life. 
He brought his land to a high state of cultivation and carefully managed his 
business affairs. He married Catherine Feams, a native of Ireland. 

Their son, George W. Dawson, pursued his early education in the public 
schools of his native county and afterward attended the University of Iowa and 
also taught school. lie imparted readily and clearly to others the knowledge 
which he bad acquired, but he regarded this merely as an initial step to other 
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professional labor and afterward took up the study of law, being graduated from 

the law department of Ae University of Iowa with the class of 1887. He tiken 

located in Waterloo, opened an office and entered upon the practice of his pro- 
fession. With the excti ti( II of one year, which he spent as a partner of Judge 
M. F. Edwards, he has always been alone in practice and his success is therefore 
the direct result of his merit and ability. He practices in all the courts of the 
state and in the federal court and is a well known member of the county and of 
the state bar associations. He has marked strength of character combined widi 
a thorough grasp of the- In v, and he has in large decree the rare ability of saying 
in a convincing way the nglit thing at the right time. His practice is now quite 
extensive and of an important character. Aside from his professional interests, 
Mr. Dawson is a stoddwlder la various bunness enterprises and projeda wlndi 
return to him a gratifying annual income. 

In 1890 was celebrated the marriage of Geoige W. Dawson and Miss Ellen 
Swan, a daughter of Z. M. Swan, of Ftutler county, and they have become parents 
of two sons. Dale, now deceased, and Donald. Mr. Dawson holds membership 
in the Commercial Club and Board of i rade, of which he was- secretar> for a 
number of years, and as a pubUc-spirited citizen he cooperates in many plans 
and measures for the general good, contributing laigely to the upbuikling and 
improvement of town and county. He is well kiuiwn in fraternal circles, holding 
membership in the lodge, chapter and conimandery of the Masons, and he 
likewise has membership with the Knights of Pythias, the Elks and other 
organizations. 

In politics he is an active republican, recognized as one of the leaders of his 
party in Black Hawk comity. He was elected and served as county attorney for 
eight years and he has been local attorney for the Illinois Central Railroad Com- 
pany for a similar period. He is interested in all that pertains to the public wel- 
fare and is remiss in no duty of citizenship, yet concentrates his etforts most 
largely upon his profession, and his legal learning, his analytical mind and the 
readiness with which he grasps the points in an argument combine to make him 
one of the strong members of the Iowa bar. 



GEORGE N. GAKKETTSON, 

Geoige N. Garrettson is the vice president of the Iowa State Bank of Waterloo 
and through the entire period of his residence in this city has been connected with 
banking interests. He is a native of Huntingdon. PennsyKania, and was there 

reared and educated, pursuing a public-school course of study. After puttinp^ reside 
his tc.xt-books he was connected with various lines of business before commg to 
Waterloo in 1899. Here he entered banking circles as an employe of the Com- 
mercial National Bank, with whidi he was connected for four or five years, but 
wishing (0 have his efforts, mmie directly benefit himself, he then Joined with 
otiiers in oiganhni^ the Iowa State Bank, of which he was cashier for a time. 
Later he was elected vice president and is now the second officer of the institu- 
tion. Its business policy has ever been a safe, conservative one which commends 
the bank to the patronage of the public, and as vice president Mr. Garrettson is 
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active m carrying forward the busine:>!> of the bank, which ha:> been established 
on a safe basis and is enjoying continuous growth year by year. He is also one 
of the directors of the Iowa Manufacturers Fire Insurance Company and is con- 
nected with other tnistness interests which contribute to ttie growth and up- 
building of the city as well as to individual success. 

In 1913 Mr. Garrettson was united in marriage to Miss Jessie Manson. of 
Waterloo. They attend liic Presbyterian churcli and are widely known and 
popular in social circles of the city. Mr. Garrettson is also popular in Masonry 
as a Knight Templar and has mendiership in the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks. He also belongs to the Chamber of Connncrcc and to the Waterloo Club, 
and no plan or project for the upbuildtnpf and bcm-fit of the city and county 
seeks his aid in vain. He neglects no duty public or private and as the years 
have gone by he has become most tirmly established in the regard and good-will 
of his fellow dtisens. 



W. H. BRUNN. 

VV. H. Bnum was bom in 1873 in the city in which he yet makes his home, 
his fa^er being D. H. Brunn, who came to Waterloo in the early '50s and cast 
in his tot with the pioneer settlers. He was a stationary engineer, spending the 
active years of his life at that work, but at the present time he is living retired 
He realized the value and worth of education and gave to his son W. H. Brunn 
every possible advantage along that line. The latter was a public-school pupil 
in Waterloo and later entered Cornell Collie. His professional course was 
pursued in the law department of the Iowa State University, in which he won his 
LL. B. d^ree upon graduation with the class of 1897. then practiced for 
two year^ n* Rcinheck. Iowa, in partnership with W. N. Birdsall and in 1899 he 
came to W aterloo, where he entered into partnership with W^rt P. IToxic. with 
whom he has since been asstKiatcd, the firm of Hoxie & Bninii Ix-injj today one 
of the strongest at the Black llawk county bar. He practices in all the state aitd 
federal courts and is a member of tiie coimty bar association. The zeal with 
wluch he has devoted his eneigies to his profession, the careful r^rd evinced 
for the interests of his clients and an assiduous and unrelaxing attentkm to all 
the details of his cases have brought him a large business and made him vexy 
successful in its conduct. 

Aside from his law practice Mr. Brunn is the secretary of the Waterloo Build- 
xng & Loan Association and is financially connected with a number of the leading 
business and manufacturing interests of Waterloo— interests which contribute to 
public prosperity and progress as well as to individual success. In business affairs 
his judgment is sound, his sa^aci^ keen and he readily discriminates between the 
essential and the nonessential. 

In 1900 Mr. iirunn was married to Miss Addie Felsing, and tliey ha\c one 
daughter and one son, Ruth iuid Roger. The parents attend the Evangelical 
church and in social circles of the city occupy a prominent position. Mr. Brunn 
holds membership in the Waterloo Commercial Club and Board of Trade. He 
belongs also to the Masons, £lks» Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias lodges 
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and in his life exemplifies die beneficent spirit which is the underlying principle 
of those oisanizations. He served as assistant county attorn^ for three years 
and is now secretary of the east side school district. His political allegiance has 

always been piven to the re])ublicati ])r>ny. Init, while un<loul>iedIy he i-^ not with* 
out that honorable ambition whicli i> >u iiowcrful and useful as an incentive to 
activity in public affairs, he regards the pursuits of private life as being in them- 
selves abundantly worthy of his best efforts. His is a character that subordinates 
personal ambition to public good and seeks rather the benefit of odiers than the 
aggrandizement of self. 



HO.\. REA CARL THOMPSON. 

The Hon. Rea Carl Thompson, mayor of Waterloo, has been closely identi- 
fied with business, public and pohtical interests in the city for a number of years 
and has risen to a place of prominence. His life record stands in contradistinc- 
tion to the old adage that a prophet is never without honor .sa\c' in his own 
country, for he is a native son of the eity in which he lias been called to the 
posittcm of diief executive. He was bom February 13. 1873, a son of John and 
Mary (Carl) Thompson, the foimer a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of 
Ohio. The family comes of Scotch ancestry, the great-grandfather having been 
a native of Scotland and the founder of the family in the new world. The Carl 
family is descended from ancolors from the norlh of Ireland. In the year 
1849 John Tliompson removed weslwartl to Iowa, settling in Liim county, and 
the same year, attracted by the gold discoveries in California, made his way to 
the Pacific coast, where he spent some time in a search for the precious metal. 
Following his return to Iowa he brought his family to VN'aierloo in 1852 and for 
many years he was head miller in a mill of this city, lie also ser\e(l for fifteen 
years as constahle in Waterloo and his record as a business man and as an ntticial 
is equally creditable. He passed away December 31, 1900, after a residence of 
about a half century in Waterloo* but his widow sttll survives and makes her 
hfwne in this city. 

Rea C . Thompson attended the public schools of Waterloo to the age of fifteen 

years and affervi^ard pttrsned a course in a business rnnf^'c of Waterloo, from 
which lie was fjraduated. Subsequently lie began learning the printer's trade and 
in 1901 he purchased tlic Guthrie County (la.) Republican, a weekly paper, 
whidi he cmiducted for about a year. He then sold out and returned to Waterloo, 
where he opened a job office, which he conducted from 1902 until 1904. He then 
disposed of that business and in the spring of 1905 was elected city clerk, which 
position he occupied continuously until 1912, when he was chosen mayor of 
\\'aterloo. Me made such an excelleni record during his first temi of service 
that he was reelected in 1914 and is now the incumbent in that otfice. He was 
the first mayor elected from the west side and the first one to carry the entire 
ticket widi him. He has proven a popular official because of the vahie and worth 
of his public service and his well known devotion to the public welfare. His 
administration is businesslike and ])rogressive and has resulted in bringing about 
various needed reforms and improvements. 
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Mr. Thompson has a military chapter in his life history inasnw^ as he was 
a member of Company B, Forty-ninth Iowa National Guard, for five years, and 
served for diree years as its first lieutenant. Tn this he followed in thV footsteps 

of his fnther. who at the time of the Civil war joined the Union army and \va?? 
.1 sergreant in a regiment of infantry, with which he participated in a number 
of hotly contested engagements. 

In his political views Rea C. Thompson has ever been a stalwart republican 
since age conferred upon him the r^t of franchise and he does everything in 
his power to promote Hie growth and insure the success of his party. Prat^nally 
he is connected with the Inde{>endent Order of Odd Fellows, with the Elks, the 
Moose and the Ea^l'-'- and he is also a member of the Town Criers Club and 
the Chamber of Cominerce. beinp in heartv svin]>atbv with their purpose to pro- 
mote the development, upbuilding and welfare of the city. He is widely and 
favorably known and has a circle of friends ahnost coextensive with the circle 
of his acquaintance. As he has been continuously in office for ten years, there is 
no reason to question the excellence of the record which he has made, that being 
self-evident. Many tangible evidences of his public spirit can be cited and he 
belongs to that clas<; of patriotic American citizens who have ever made private 
interests subservient to the public good. 



JOHN G. RALSTON. 

John G. Ralston, of Waterloo, who has gained consiilerable [)rominence as 
an architect, was bom in Benton county, Iowa, on the 3d of Octolier, 1870, a son 
of James and Elisabeth (Graham) Ralston, Both of his parents were bom near 
Madison. Indiana, and there the father engaged in the harness business. In 1868 

the family removed from the Hoosier state to Iowa and located at Vinton. Benton 
county, where the father continued in the same business and resided there until 
his death, which occurred in 1904. His widow now makes her home with the 
subject of this review. 

John G. Ralston was the fourth in order of birth in a family of eight childrai 
and, as his parents appreciated the value of good education, he received excellent 
advantages along that line. After attending the public schools of Benton county 
he was a student in Tilford Academy. On attaining his majority he learned the 
carpenter's trade, which he followed for five years and then engaged in the con- 
tracting business in connection with W. F. .Murphy, of Waterloo, becoming a 
resident of this city in 1897. Murphy died in 1904 and since that thne 
Mr Ralston has conducted the business alone. In 1907 he began to design build- 
ings as well as erect them and one year later abandoned the contracting business 
and has since done architectural work excUtsivcly, ITis experience as a carpenter 
and contractor has been ol ^reat aid to hint in in^ later work, as it has enabled him 
to make his plans practical and to adapt them to the material to be used, the 
desired cost and other conditions. His ability has gained him wide recognition 
and clients come to him from all over Iowa as well as a number of other states. 
He devotes his entire time and attention to his rapidly growing business interests 
and the fact that he does not dissipate his energies over several fields of work is 
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a potent factor in his success. He has invested to a considerable extent in real 
estate, buying valuable citjr property. 

Mr. Ralston was married in June, 1897, to Miss Gertrude Verharen, who was 
bom in Rock Island, Illinois, and is a daughter of Henr>' and Tabitha (Sheriff) 
Verharen, natives of Germany and of Illinois respectively. Her father, who was 
an undertaker and furniture dealer, came to Iowa in the '70s and located at 
Vinton, where he established a profitable business. He passed away there in 
1904 and his widow now resides in Waterloo. He served in the Civil war in the 
Ninety-third Iltinds Vohmteers and was as patriotic in exercising his right of 
suffrage as upon tiie battlefields of the south. Mr. and Mrs. Ralston have two 
diildren: Glen E., who was bom on the 30th of March. KJ03; and Richard V., 
bom on the i8th of March, 1908. Both children are in school. 

Mr. Ralston is a republican hut ha< never aspired to ottice, being content to 
leave to others the responsibilities of oHicial i>t)sition. He is a member of the 
Masonic order and has taken the Knights Templar degree in the York Rite, in 
which he has served as commander. He also belongs to the Mystic Shrine and 
has other fraternal connections, as he holds membership in the Knights of Pythias 
and the Moose. All who have been associated with Mr. Ralston, whether in 
business or social relations, have found him upright, courteous and kindly. 



H. O. KELLEY. 

H. O. Kelley is secretary of the Retail Merchants Association of Waterloo, in 
which connection he is doing important work to further the interests of the or- 
ganiTration and to jironiote the welfare of its memhers thrrmgh the extension of 
the trade relations of the eil\ . Thirteen years luu e come and 2;one since he 
arrived in Waterloo— a young man of twenty-seven years. He was bom in 
Bureau county, Illinois, in 1874, and spent the period of his boyhood and youth 
in that state. His education was acquired in the public schools of Illinois and 
after leaving school he engaged in the drug business in his ttative state for about 
four years. Failing health obliged him to secure outdoor work and he came to 
Waterloo in 1901. lie was then with the Rock Island nntil irjoq. at which time 
he became traffic manaj^cr for the Towa Dairy Manui;uturing Coni]>an\ of 
Waterloo, remaining in active connection with iJiat lju.siness for about eight years. 
On the 1st of January, 1913, he embarked in jthe general commtsskm business 
and on the ist of May, of the same year, he took charge of his present office 
as secretary of the Waterloo Retail Merchants Association. His previous 
varied experience, his study of conditions and the knowledge that he had acquired 
throiifjh reading and ()1)scrvation well qualified him for the work which he un- 
dertook in this connection and there is general satisfaction manifest concerning 
his efTorls. 

In 1901 Mr. Kelley was united in marriage to Miss Katherine ^latn, of 
La Harpe, Illinois. He belongs to Waterloo Lodge, No. 105, A. F. & A. M., of 
which he is a past master, and he has memberdiip in the Town Criers Qob. 
Advancement has come to him along lines of itu reasing usefulness and he is 
today occup3ring a position of importance, for Waterloo is a growing, vigorous 
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and aggressive city. Moreover, It is a recognized fact that elticicncy is best 
promoted tlirough organization and tliat expert knowledge of trade conditions 
must precede the greatest advancement Mr. Kelley is qualified to meet all the 
requirements o£ his position and as secretary of the association is actively en- 
gaged in advancing the interests of the retail merchants of Waterloo. 



GEORGE ELVIN BICKLEY. 

George Elvin Bickley is general manager of the Com Belt Telephone Com- 
pany at Waterloo and is one of the city's progressive and representative resi- 
dents. Along the path of industry and efficiency he has advanced to the ])lanc 

of afTlucncc and while carefully and svi^tcmatically conducting his business affairs, 
actuated by laudable amlHtion, he has at the same time recognized and iniproveil 
his opportunities. Mr. Bickley was born in Waterloo on the i<jth of Xovernber, 
1874, and is a son ot Samuel B. and Susanna (Klinganian) i>ickley, the turmer a 
native of Westmoreland county and die latter of Smnerset county, Pennsyl- 
vania. The father, however, was reared in Ofliio from his third year and in 
1865 came to Waterloo, being then a young man. The same year Susanna 
Klingaman accompanied her parents on their removal to Waterloo, she being at 
that time a young woman of seventeen years. Mr. Bickley carried on general 
agricultural pursuits as a life work and as the years went on prospered in his 
undertaking, winning a substantial competence that now enables him to live 
retired. He nakes h» home in Waterloo, where he is enjoying a wdl canied 
rest, and his life, honorable and upright at all 6mes, has won him the high 
regard of his fellow townsmen. 

George E. Bickley was reared at home and was educated in the city schools 
of Waterloo and the University of Wisconsin, where he pursued a special course 
in electrical engineering. Following the completion of his studies in 1895 he 
found empioyment with the Cedar Valley Telephone Company of Waterloo, in 
which connection he has steadily worked his way upward, and in 1898 he was 
made superintendent of tiie company. In 1901 he went west to Denver, Colo- 
rado, and accq)Ced a position as inspector of the Colorado Bell Telephone Com- 
pany. One year later he was made wire chief, in which capacity he continued 
until 1907, when he returned to Waterloo to accept the superintendency of the 
plant department o£ the Com Belt Telephone Company, formerly the Cedar 
Valley Telephone Company. In 1910 he was made superintendent of the plant 
as well as superintendent of the Cedar Rapids & Marion plants and in Septem- 
ber, 19 1 3, he was further advanced to the position of general manager of the 
Cora Belt Telephone Conqany at the time of the consolidation of the various 
companies in this part of the state. He still holds a directorate in the Cedar 
Rapids & Marion Company as well as in the Corn Belt Company and he is 
likewise a director of the Home Building & Loan Company of Waterloo. He 
is familiar with every phase of the telephone business and his experience well 
qualifies him for the onerous and responsible duties which devolve upon him in 
this connection. His ability has developed as the years have gone on and he is 
now devoting his attention to executive control and administrative direction. 
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carefully looking after all the details of the business and controUing the effoit> 
of those who serve under him. 

In 1901 Mr. Bickley was united in marriage to Miss Myrtle £. Keltey, of 
Waterloo, and they have become the parents of three children, Dorothy Hcleo, 
George Francis and Mildred Elsie. Mr. Bickley votes with tfie republican party 
and his fraternal connections are with Waterloo Lodge, No. 105, A. F. & A. M.; 
Iowa Consistory, No. 2, A. & A S. R . of Cedar Rapids; and El Kahir Temple, 
A. A. O. N. M. S., also of Cedar Rapids. He i"; likewise connected with the 
Knights of Pythias and with the Waterloo Lunuiicrcial Club. He ranks today 
among the foremost citizens of Black Hawk county. He keeps in touch with 
the trend of modem thought and progress, understands the conditions whidi 
affect the welfare of community, state and nation and at all times uses his aid 
and influence on the side of advancement and improvement. 



GEORGE WILLIAM CLARK. 

No history of Cedar Falls or of Black Hawk county would be complete were 
there failure to make extended reference to Geoige William Dark, now one of 
the venerable citizens and honored pioneer settlers of this part of the state. In 
many ways he has been closely identified with it.s history and has cooperated in 
many lines of work for the benefit and upbuilding of ihe coninmnity. He was 
bom in Riga, Monroe county, New York, August 30, 1833, a soti ol Ebenezer and 
Lois (Koowles) Cbrk. The father was bom in Berkshire county, Massacdtusetts, 
Fcbnuury 27, 1787, and the mother was bom September 2, 1793. The father, 
who foltowed farming as a life work, died in Riga, New York, after wfaidi the 
mother came to lo a a md passed away at the home of her son, George WilUam, 
in Cedar Falls. -Vt different times Ebenezer Clark held local offices and in various 
ways contributed to the improvement and upbuilding of the district in which 
he lived. 

Geoi^e W. Clark was an only child. He attended the district schools of Rjga 
Comers, New Yoric, was for two terms a student at Churchville, New York, and 
spent <me winter in an academy at Riga Comers. All tiiroug^ his life he has been 
learning valuable lessons in the school of experience until his knowledge is now 
broad, especially in connection with those practical phases of life which lead to 
success in business undertakinj^^. lie was Ijui sixteen years of age at the time 
of his father's death, after which he operated the homestead for a year, at the 
end of which lime the property was sold. He attended school the following winter 
and the succeeding spring he worked for an uncle on a farm, being thus em- 
ployed until the following July. In 1851 he made his way to the middle west, 
settling first in Janesville. Wisconsin, where he clerked in a store until the ^rmg 
of 1854. In March of that year, in company with Thomas ScarclifT, he went to 
Independence, Iowa, making his way after a few weeks to Waterloo, and from 
that point walked to Cedar Falls. Here he obtained cniployment in a store as a 
clerk, but after three tnoutlis lie went with Mr. Scarcliff to Dubuque, Iowa, and 
thoice by boat to St. Paul, Minnesota, where he attended a Fourth of July cele- 
bration. At that time St. Paul contained but a few slab shanties, being a typical 
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town of the western frontier. He remained there for a week and then returned 
ta New Yoxlc on a visit. On the ist of October, 1854, he again came to Cedar 
Falls and soon afterward purchased ten acres of timber land north of the dty. 
In Deoeniber, 1854, he once more went to Janesville, Wisconsin, where he visit^ 

for a time and where he was married in January, 1855. 

Mr. Clark rctumed to Cedar Falls in the latter part of that month and in 
Febniar>' he hired a man to cut logs and hank them on the stream. Later he 
^fted these down tlie river to a sawmill at Cedar Falls, had the logs sawed and 
ouilt a bam. It was his intention to engage in the livery business, which he did 
in diis bam on Second street. He conducted a small livery business for a time, but 
in 1856 sold out and purchased a farm of eighty acres between Waterloo and 
Cedar Falls which he afterward traded for a farm across the river. He likewi.se 
purchased a five acre tract of tinihcr land and engaged in cuttint^ the logs and 
milling them. He then fenced his twenty-three acres of land, which he continued 
to cultivate for three years, although during that period he resided in Cedar Falls, 
having in the iiieanlune built a residence on the comer of Main and Sixth streets. 
A part of diat house is still standing. In i86i« when the war bn^e out, he had 
two tots on Iowa- street and thereon he built a house whidi he occupied after die 
fall of 1861. On the ist of January, 1863, he engaged in the draytng business, 
having at first but one horse. He conducted the business for one year in a small 
way and tlicn more extensively, keeping three rigs and hiring two men. About 
[hat time he purchased the bus and team belonging to the hotel ancl established 
a bus and transfer line. He continued in the omnibus business for fifteen years, 
at the end of which time he sold out, but continued the draying btisiness from 
January, 1862, until 1882. In tfie meantime he purchased a farm on die Waterloo 
road in the spring of 1874 and hired a man to operate it for a short time. In 
August of tint year, however, he took possession of the place and oirried on 
farming in connection with his draying and transfer business, remaining upon 
that place for about eighteen years, during which time he made many substantial 
improvements. 

Mr. Clark returned to Cedar Falls in April, 1892, and has resided here con- 
tinuously since. From the ^ring of 1892 until 1896 he lived practically retired, 
but in the latter year putdiased another dray line and conducted tiie business for 

fifteen years, when he sold out on the 15th of July, 191 1. Since that time he has 
lived retired. He is still, however, a stockholder in a broom factor)' and he is the 
owner of the lot on which his residence is situated ani! a tract four rods square 
on the adjoining lot, on which he has built a warehouse. His business affairs 
have been judiciously conducted and capably manned and as the years liave gone 
by diligence, determination and industry have brought him substantial success. 

On the 14th of January, 1855, Mr. Clark was united in marriage to Miss Fanny 
Frazer Streeter, who was hom at Clifton Springs, Ontario county. New Yotk, a 
'laughter of Simeon Dexter and Abonene S. f Donaldson ) Streeter, the former a 
native of ^Tassachusetts, while the latter w as bom near (Jtsej^o, New York. Her 
father engaged in the clothin^^ business in early life and also in manufacturing cloth 
in New York. He died and was buried at Lyons, New York, after which his 
widow wem to Janesville, Wisconsm, with her family and later removed to Chicago 
to live with her son, there passing away in i860. Mr. Streeter held the office of 
constable in Vienna, New York, and he conducted the Farmers' Resort Hotel at 

TH. II— » 



Digitized by Go 



86 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



Clifton Springs. Jt was there that Mrs. Clark was bom, the sixth in order of 
birth in a family of ton children. Four brothers ser\ed throughout the Civil war 
an<l one of them dit-d in l-ibby prison. Mr. and Mrs. Clark became the parfiits 
of nine chiidrcn; William R., who has been an engineer on the Illinois Central 
Railroad for a quarter of a century and now resides at Fort Dodge, Iowa ; Clara 
R., the wife of J. E. Bates, who is engaged in the insurance business in Waterlcx> ; 
Tibbie S., who died at the age of two years; Nettie Eva, the wife of C. M. Wync- 
koop, engaged in the cigar and tobacco business at Cedar Falls : Arthur, who died 
in infancy; George Byron, who resides at the comer of Fourth and Tremont 
streets in Cedar Falls and is engaged in merchandising: lAtthcr, who died in 
infancy; Mary Alice, who married A. B. Mason, a traveling salesman living in 
Cedar Falls; and the youjigest, who died in infancy. 

Mr. Claik is a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen and gives 
his political allegiance to the democratic party on many occasions but is some- 
what independent in his political connections. He is one of the pioneer settlers 
of the county and brought to this district the tirst piano in Cedar Falls or 
Black Hawk county. He was also the owner of the first kerosene lamp in Cedar 
Falls and paid a dollar and a half jh t j^allon for oil. 1 his was as much a matter 
of marvel in those days as was the introduction of electric lights in the present 
generation. Mr. Clark has lived to witness notable changes in this section of 
the state. He has passed the eighty^first milestone on life's journey — years 
covering a momentous period in the history of the country. He has seen the 
building of railroads, has witnessed the introduction of the telegraph and the 
telephone and ha'^ seen progress alonp^ every litic business life. Tlis influence 
has always been on the side of advanct'nunt and iinpnuenicnt during the pcricKl 
of his connection with Black 1 lawk cuuuly and he has ever been highly esteemed 
as a valued citizen. He is today one of tlie venerable residents of Cedar Falls, 
respected and honored by all who know him. 



WILLIAM CALLOW AY. 

William Galjoway occupies a central place on the stage of business activity in 
Waterloo and Black Hawk county, being identified with various business interests 
which are important factors in advancing the material progress and business activ- 
ity of this section of the state. He is the president of the William Galloway Com- 
pany, the president of the Galloway Investment Company and president of the 
(jalloway Brothers Company and is thus widely known in connection with the 
industrial, commercial and financial interests of his section. He was bom in 
Berlin, iowa. in 1877, and supplenientetl a public-school course by study in Mon- 
mouth College at Monmouth, Illinois. He started upon his business career by 
selling specialities, driving through the country with a horse and buggy and visit- 
ing the farmhouses en route. He afterward entered the employ of an implement 
dealer at Reinbeck. Io\s a, and in time was admitted to a partnership in the busi- 
ness. After considerable experience in that line he became a traveling salesman 
in the implement and farm-machinery bti'jiness and thus prndually advanced step 
by step, gaining continually a broader outlook and wider op^xirtunities. 
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In 1901 Mr. (ialloway came to Waterloo and the following year laid the foun- 
dation fur his presint lar<,'».' interests 1)\ hcf^inning husiness as a jobber in agri- 
cultural implements. loiter he ijcgaii munufaduring on a small scale, his first 
plant being located on Falls avenue. From the beginning, however, the business 
steadily increased in volume and eventually the plant of the Cascaden Manu- 
facturing Company was purchased and the business incorporated in 1906 with a 
capital stock of one hundred thousand dollars. The business grew with mrm clous 
rapidity and led to an increase iti the capital stock to two hundred thous;uul tlol- 
lars and later to four bt!iidred thonsand dollars, while the jiresent ca])iiali2ation of 
the cornpauy is three iiuliion live hundred thousand dollars. Their factories, their 
line office building and the building of the Agriculture Club, which they organized, 
cover about fourteen acres and in addition the William Galloway Company also 
owns a tract of four hundred acres of fine land between the plant and Cedar Falls. 
The OU^Nlt includes gasoline engines, spreaders, cream separators, portable ele- 
vators, wagons, harrow? anrl many other implements and their employes number 
from tour himdred to nine hundred, accordini;; lo the >eas()n. The business runs 
up annually to the two million dollar mark in volume. This is one of the most 
extensive uid tmporbuit manufacturing concerns of central Iowa. The work has 
been carefully systematized in every particular and in the conduct of the business 
quality is never sacrificed to quantity. The enterprise is the outcome of the busi> 
ness ability, capable management and laudable ambition of William ( lalloway, who 
ha<; ever eaf^erly eni1)raccd his legitimate opportunities and along the path of 
mdefalij(al)le inckistry and activity has advanced to the j^'oal of success, his interests 
at all times conforming to the highest commercial standards. 

The upbuilding of such an institution would alone entitle Mr. Galloway to rep- 
resentation among the foremost citizens of Black Hawk county, yet this does 
not cover the scope of his activities and busing interests, for he also organized 
the Galloway Investment Company, of which he is the president and which was 
incorj>orated with a capital <^toek of three hutidre<i and fifty thousan<l rlollars, of 
whicii two hundred thousani,! dollars has heen paid up. The coni|)any buys, plats 
and sells real estate and has platted .some of the principal additions to Waterloo, 
including the Galloway addition, Prospect Hill, Cedar Heights and Meadow Dale. 
Mr. Galloway also oiganized the Galloway Brothers Company, capitalized for 
five hundred thousand dollars, and of this he is likewise the president. The last 
named company handles alt kinds of farm, held and flower seeds and the business 
amounts to upwards of two hundred thou.sand dollars annually and covers large 
sections of the United States and Canada, while shipments are sent to thirty-two 

forcif^n eountries. 

Ill njoi Mr. Galloway was united in marriage to .Miss Naomi Murray, of 
Reinbecic, Iowa*, and to them have been bom five children, William Ross, Dwight 
Murray, David John, Maiy Naomi and Frances Elizabeth. The family are mem- 
bers of the United Presbyterian church and Mr. Galloway also belongs to the Com- 
mercial Club and Hoard of Trade, the Chamber of Commerce, the Waterloo Club 
and the Town Criers Club, all of which organizations have for their object the 
fle\elopnient, upbuilding and improvement of the city and the extension of its 
trade relations. 

Mr. Galloway has not only been a cooperant factor in many measures for the 
benefit of Waterloo, but has also instituted and promoted a number of such. In 



4 



Digitized by Google 



88 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



an analyzation of his record and his career it must be recognized that balance, 
harmony and sound judgment are his native traits. Anyone meeting Mr. Galloway 
face to face would know at cmce that he is. an individual embodying all the ele- 
ments of what in this country we term a "square" man — one in whom to have 
confidence, a dependable man in any relation and any emergency. His quietude 
of deportment, his easy dimity, his frankness and cordiality of addre^'^ with a 
total absence ot auylhing sinister or anything to conceal, foretoken a ma.ii who is 
ready to meet any obligation of life wi& the confidence and courage that come of 
conscious personal ability, a right conception of things and a habitual regard for 
what is best in the exercise of human activities. 



T. E. RUST. 

T. E. Rust is the chief engineer of the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Rail- 
road and for five years has been a resident of Waterloo. He was bom in Saginaw, 

Michigan, and during his childhood days accompanied his parents on their removal 
to Denver. Colorado, where the period of his youth was largely passed. He 
attended the schools of that city and then returned to his native state for his 
collejEriate course, entering the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. He has 
devoted the last fifteen or sixteen years of his life to engineering and was with the 
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad in connection with the work of construction, loca- 
tion and maintenance. He was also active in the construction of Uie White Pass 
& Yukon Railroad of Alaska and he afterward became chief assistant engineer of 
the Chicago Great Western Railroad, at which time L. S. Cass, also of Waterloo, 
was its vice president, it was his acquaintance with Mr. Cass which won for 
him his present responsible position. In May, i()0(j, he came to Waterloo as chief 
engineer of the \\ aterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Railroad and in that capacity 
has had charge of tiie construction of the road, building the Waveriy extension 
from Denver Junction to Waveriy and also the Cedar Rapids extension. 



C. M. CHENEY. 

C. M. Cheney is general fre^t and passenger agent of the Waterloo, Cedar 
Falls & Nortfiem Railroad. Practically his entire life has been spent in railroad 
service aiid his advancement has come to him as the logical result of dose 

application, diligence and ability. For twelve years he has made his home in 
Waterloo and throughout the entire period has l)€en connected with the railroad 
company with which he is now holding a most resix)nsible position. He was horn 
in Bradford, Illinois, in 1875, but when quite young he was brought by his par- 
ents to Iowa, the family home bdng established in Marsballtown, where his 
youthful days were spent and he acquired a public-school education. He then took 
up the study of telegraphy and entered the employ of the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, acting as operator at Marsballtown an ! afterward at Mason 
City, a>ntinuing with that corporation for a year and a half. He next entered 
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the sen-ice of the Chicago, Milwaukt^t- lS: St, Paul Railroad C ompany, which he 
represented at various points on the Iowa and Dakota division. Still later he 
was with the Bttrlington, Cedar Rajnds & Notthem Railroad Company and next 
wiltk the Chicago Great Western Railroad Company, continuing with that road 
for a ntimber of years at various places. On entering the employ of the Waterloo, 
Cedar Falls & Northern Railroad Company he was made assistant general freight 
a^ent and 50 continued for a period but in ifK>5 was appointed general freight 
aiui pashenger agent and has remained in that position of trust and responsi- 
bility for nine years. He is well known in railway circles throughout the northern 
Mississippi valley and as he has demonstrated the value and worth of his service 
he has won promotion f rcmi time to time. 

On the 2ist of February, 18^5, Mr. Cheney was united in marriage to Miss 
Elizabeth M. BriggS, of Andrew county, Missouri, and they are now the parents 
of a daughter and son, Margery and I'ttirene M Mr. Cheney has membership 
relations with the Benevolent Protccti\ e i )rder of l^lks. Since coining to Water- 
loo he has entered into atfdiation with the Commercial Club and Board of Trade, 
the Tuwn Criers Club, the Chamber of Commerce and the Waterloo Club. He 
stands at all times for advancement and improvement along lines ccmtributing 
to the progress and upbuilding of city and county and his cooperation can ever 
be counted upon for the benefit of his community, for he is a most public-spirited 
citizen. At the same time he never neglects a business duty nor obligation and 
his worth is attested by the officials of the railway which he represents. 



WILLIAM ROBERT LAW. 

William Robert Law is an active member of the bar of Black Hawk county, 
practicing in Waterloo, where he is also well known as a progressive and public- 
spirited citizen who in public otiiee has proven his loyalty to the welfare of the 
community. One of the native sons of the county, he was bom in Black Hawk 
township in 1880, a son of William M. Law, also of Waterloo. The father was 
bom in Canada and arrived in this county in 1868. He took up' his abode upon 
a farm and continued to engage in its cultivation until he was appointed to the 
position of postmaster at Hudson and took up his abode in that town, serving 
for four years in that po.sition. He then entered the insurance business, in 
which he continued until he was elected sheriff of Black Hawk county in 1896. 
He then removed to Waterloo and entered upon the duties of that position, whieh 
he discharged with such promptness, capability and impartiality that he was re- 
elected and continued as the incumbent for eight years or until 1904. He then 
retired from the office as he had entered it — ^with the confidence and good-will 
of all law-abiding citizens — and since that time he has been engaged in the real* 
estate business in Waterloo, where he is classed with the representative and 
valued citizens His wife, Mrs. Eliza Jessie Law, is deceased. 

William Robert Law was educated in the -rhools of Hudson and in the East 
Waterloo high school, from which he was graduated as a member of the class 
of 1899. Deciding upon the practice of law as a life work he began studying 
in the University of Iowa and was graduated with the LL. B. degree in the class 
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of 1904. He then practiced law imlepeiulemly in liic oftice of Boies & Boies' 
imtil January i, 1906, when he was admitted to partnership under the firm style 
of Boies & Law. That association was continued until January 1, 1909, when 
Mr. Law was af^iointed postmaster of Waterloo and entered upon the duties of 
that position, which he occupied for four years, or until October. 19 13. He then 
resumed the practice of his profession and is accorderl a pood clientage. He has 
a wide knowlcdjjc of the princijilcs of jurisprudence and recognizes the fact that 
the careful preparation of cases is one of the strongest elements of success and 
in the presentation of his cause is strong, forceful and logical. He is also a 
stockholder and director of the Daily Cattle Congress. He was president of the 
Presidential Postmasters Association of Iowa in 191 1» a fact which indicates his 
high standing and his personal popularity. 

In 1910 Mr. Kaw married Miss Makepeace 'VTMrris, of Atlantic, Iowa, and 
they have l)ecome the parents of two sons, Robert Morris and Franklin Nichols 
Mr. Law is well known in fraternal relations, holding membership in the Knight.N 
of Pytliias lodge, of which he is a past chancellor commander, and the Elks lodge, 
in which he is a past exalted ruler. He likewise belongs to the Commercial 
Club and the Board of Trade of Waterloo and to the Town Criers Qub. He 
also has membership in the local bar association. His social qualities render 
him popular and he is widely known as a fijcnial, courteous gentleman, consid- 
erate and kindly as well as finn and determined He has made an excellent 
record, not only as an active and progressive citizen, but also in the line of his 
jjrofcssion, and the future will undoubtedly hold in store for him broader 
opportunities. 



0\RLETON SIAS, 

Carleton Sias, a lawyer and banker bf Waterloo, came to Iowa from Kochesier, 
New York, in 1903. He is a native of Monroe county, New York, being a son • 
of Daniel B. and Lucy B. Sias ; received his early training in the country schools 
and graduated from the Rochester high $ch<x>l. In graduation he obtained a 
scholarship from the state of New York, on competitive examination, to Cornell 
University, where he took n course in law, graduating with the class of 1898 with 
the dcj:^rce of 1,1. R. After s]>endinq; a year in the law oftice of James Breck 
rerkiii.s, the well known IVeneh historian, he was admitted to the bar of the 
state of New York at the age of twenty-one and practiced in Rochester until 
1903, when he came to Waterloo, as attorne> for the Leavitt & Johnson Trust 
Company, later becoming secretary of the company and in 1911 a director and 
vice president of the Leavitt \- Johnson IVu^t Company, and also of the Waterloo 
Savings Bank, with which institutions lie has been identified during all the time 
he hrt»; lived in Iowa In 1914 he formed a partnershij) in the ]irarticc of law with 
i^icorgc v.. Tike, under the name of Pike & Sias. at the same lime maintaining 
his active connection wiili the iru>t company and savings bank. 

Mr. Sias has been identified with the public activities of Waterloo, having 
been for years a member and secretary of the library board, a member and 
for several years president of the school board, secretary of the river front 
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improvement commission, treasurer of the Black Hawk County Bar Asso- 
ciation and a member of the Waterloo Club. He has also been actively identified 
with fraternal and social organizations, being a member of Waterloo Lodge, No. 
io5« A. F. & A. M. ; having held all of the chairs in Camp No. 2059, M. W. of A., 
and served as delegate for Black Hawk county to the national meeting of that 
orc^anizattoii in Chicago, and also in Ruffalo, Xcw York; being a member of the 
Vconicn ; and being also chancellor commander of Helmet Lodge, No. 8<), Knights 
of I'ythias. He has moreover been president of the Fortnightly Club. 

In 1911 when Company L, Fifty-third Regiment, L N. G., was organized, he 
was elected first lieutenant and in 1913 was elected captain of Company L to 
succeed Captain J. H. Hildebrand, deceased. 

When in CoUq^ he was active in debating matters, being sjjeaker of the 
Cornell Congress and a member of the Cornell team in the Cornell-Pennsylvania 
intercollegiate debate. 

In July. 190,^, Mr. Sias was married to Miss jeanette Payne, of Rochester, 
.Sew York, and tiiey liavc two sons, Curleiua Fuyne ami Erwin Daniel. 



MICHAEL H. KELLY. 

-Michael II. Kelly is the efticicnt postmaster of Waterloo, to which position he 
was appointed in October, 191 3. He hail previously engaged in the practice 01 
law and had won for himself a creditable position at the bar of Black Hawk 
county. Wisconsin numbers him among her native sons, his birth having occurred 
at New Diggings on the 29th of May, 1871. His father, John D. Kelly, was a 
native of County Cork. Ireland, and was a son of Daniel Kelly, who spent his 
entire life on the Emerald isle, fohn D, Kelly, however, came to the Unite<l 
.States abovit 1848 with his widowed mother, two brothers and three sisters. Of 
that family one yet survives, Patrick 1)., who came to Black Hawk county in 
1871 and now engages in farming the land which he purchased in 1867. He is 
the father of twelve children, one of whom, Daniel M. Kelly, is now (1914) at- 
tomey general of Montana. For a considerable period John D. Kelly followed 
mining, working at that occupation in Wisconsin, while in later life he turned his 
attention to farming. In November, 1881, he removed to Tama county, Iowa, and 
in i8«j2 took np his abode in Winnebago county, this state. He died in January. 
1907, having for aboitt three years survived his wife, who passed away in May. 
1904. She bore the maiden name of Johanna Lynch and was^a native of Boston. 
Massachusetts. 

Accompanying his parents from Wisconsin to Iowa in his boyhood days. 
Midiael H. Kelly continued his studies in the high school of Traer, Tama county, 
to the age of nineteen years, when his text-books were put aside, after which he 
<lividefl his time between fanning anrl school-teaching in Towa. He tattt^ht mostly 
in \\ innebago county. althou<.;h tor one term he followed thai profession in lilack 
Hawk county. He res^olvctl, however, to cjigage in other professional labor and 
•began the study of law in the office and under the direction of L. O. Hatch, of 
Forest City, Iowa. He was admitted to the bar in October, 1898, and in February, 
1900, opened a law office in Waterloo, where he practiced continuously until 
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October* 1913, when he was appointed to his present position as postmaster. In 
this office he is making as creditable a record as he did when he was filling the 
position of city attorney of Waterloo from March* 1910, until March, 19 12. In 
addition to his other interests and activities he is a director of the Fraternal 

Bankers Reserve Insurance Company of Cedar Kapids. Iowa. 

On the Sth of October, 1907. at Shell Rock, Iowa, Mr. Kelly was united in 
marriage to Miss Sadie A. Todd, a daughter of George Todd, deceased, and his 
wife, Margaret (Gleason) Todd. Mr. and Mrs. Kelly have one child, Eleanor J., 
bom Februaiy 22* 191 1. The religious faith of the family is that of the Cadiolic 
drnidi and Mr. Kelly holds membership with the Knights of Cblumbus and also 
with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, while his political allegiance is 
given to the democratic party. He h:\< niade many friends (luring his residence 
in Black I lawk county and is now numbered among ths leading and representative 
citizens of Waterloo. 



JOHX C HARTMAN. 

John C llartniaii \\a> born in Waterloo, luwa, June 21. . the son <>f 
William H. and Dorinda Z. (Clark; iiartman. During the progress of his 
early education in the schools of West Waterloo he worked in the Courier 
office, performing the duties which fall to the lot of the printer's apprentice and 
acquiring the knowledge of the newspaper game which was to stand him in 
good stead later in life. In 1878, when he ended his school life, he entered 
actively into the newspaper work with his father and has remained untiT the 
present time with the one paper. The death of William H. Hartman in iSi)$ 
threw the editorial responsibility upon John C. Hartman and ho became the 
head of the W. H. Hartman Company, a position which he occupies at the 
present time. 

On November 8, i886» Mr. Hartman was married lo Ida M. Hummel, who 
was bom in Snyder county, Pennsylvania, May 23, i860. Politically, Mr. 

Hartman has followed in the footsteps of his father, remaining true to the 
republican jiarty. Fraternally, he is a member of the Masonic orders of the 
city, also the Knights of Pythias. 



O. J. FULLERTON, M. D. 

It wnuM be difficult to determine the line of greatest usefulness in the life of 
Dr. C). J. Fullerton. >o active has he been in many fields of labor which have had 
a direct bearing upon the welfare and progress of the community. He estab- 
lished his home in Waterloo in 1884 and through the intervening period has en- 
gaged in the practice of medicine and the conduct of business affairs of im- 
portance, at the same time finding <qp|x>rtunhy to cooperate in many movements 
which have been elements in the general development of the city and in the ad- 
vaiicement of its educational, social and moral welfare. As a physician and 
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surgeon he enjoys a reputation that has made him known tliroufrhout ihc state 
and his standing in professional circles is indicated by the fact that he has been 
honored by the Iowa Medical Association with the office of chairman of the 
sof)gicaI section. 

Dr. Fullerton is a native of Pennsylvania, his birth having occurred in French 
Creek valley, near Cambridge, on the 8th of March, 1849. He is descended in the 
paternal line from Scotch nncestry and the family was founded in America by 
his grandfather, who was born in Glasjjow and was married in the north of Ireland 
ere he crossed the Atlantic to the new world and took up his alxxie in Pennsyl- 
vania. His son, David L. Fullerton, father of Dr. Fullerton, was bom in tfie 
Kqrstone state and as the years passed became recognized as a progressive and 
prosperous farmer and an enterprising business man. He wedded Elizabeth 
Stokes, who was born of German lineage. 

Their son. Dr. P'ullerton, spent his youthful days upon the home farm, early 
assisting in the tasks of jjlowing. plantinjj and han esting and in other labors inci- 
dent to the care of the cr()[}s. The w inter months were devoted to the acquire- 
ment of a district-school education and thus the years went by until he reached 
the age of twenty. He b^an preparation for a pfofe«nonal career when, in 1872, 
he entered upon the study of medicine at Miller^ Pennsylvania. Five years later 
he came to Iowa and entered the State University at Iowa City. He could not give 
his undivided time to his college course because of the necessity of providing for 
his own su]>port. Init he made the best jxissible use of his o|ipnrtwnities and was 
gra<luate(l with the class of 1884. Throuj^hont his professional carei-r he has 
continually advanced. He reads broadly, think* deeply and carries his investiga- 
tions far and wide into the realms of mejlical science. He went abroad for further 
study in 1891 and pursued a special course in the University of Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, and at Birmingham, England. In the meantime he had located for practice 
in Waterloo, w here he has made his home continuously since 1884. 

In 1896, Dr. FuUerton established the Fullerton F.lectric Cure for chronic and 
long standinp^ diseases and conducted the cure until i<^3, when he resumed the 
general practice of medicine and surgery after completing a post-graduate course 
in New York city. As he has continued in the general practice of me<licine he 
has become more and more firinls establislied in public regard as an able physician 
and surgeon and has contributed valuable papers to the literature of the pro- 
fession, including an article on "Conservative Surgery of the Fingers," which 
appeared in the Medical Reoird of 1886; "Chloroform Anaesthesia," read before 
the Austin Flint Medical Society in 1891 ; his "President's Address,*' delivered be- 
fore the Cedar Valley Medical Society in 1892; and his "Surgical Report,** given 
in the transactions of the Iowa .State Medical Society in 1892. The abo\ f indi- 
cates something of his professional connections and in addition he is a member of 
the Tri-State Medical Society. 

As the years have gone on Dr. Fullerton has prospcrcfl as the residt of his 
professional skill, his business ability, his wise investments and judicious manage- 
ment. He became one of the founders of the Security Savings liank of Waterloo, 
of which he was a director for a number of ycar^, and he is now a stockholder in 
the First National Bank. He has become heavily interested in real estate and is 
one of the largest tax payers of the city. He erected the Fullerton Flats, at the 
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comer of Fourtli and Elm streets, and from this property derives a substantial 
anntnl income. 

On the 32d of December, 1869, was celebrated the marriage of Dr. FuUerton 
and Miss Mary Isadore Calkins, a native of Pennsylvania, bom Januaiy 6^ 1^49- 

She was but fifty-three years of age when she passed away in Waterloo, November 
o, '(X>2, her death being dccj^ly rcf^rcttcd by her many friends as well as by her 
immediate family because of her many lovable traits of character and kindly spirit. 
There were three children bom of that marriage : Martha Inez, now the wife of 
Dr. Theodore B. Aakew, a specialist in diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat, 
practicing at San Antonio, Texas; Eda Irene, the wife of Charles H. McWilliains, 
of Los Angeles, California; and Corliss Lee Mame, who died at the age of eleven 
years. Ranrnna McWilliams is the Doctor's only grandchild. In 1904, Dr. Fuller- 
ton was again married, h\< ^^econd union being with Mrs Caroline Mann, of 
Waterloo, who by her former marriage had two children: Charlotte Mann, who 
is a graduate of Mount St. Joseph College of Dubuque and is now teaching music ; 
and Elizabeth Mann, who will graduate from the same school with the class of 
June, 191 5. 

Dr. FuUerton is a member of the Methodist church and fraternally is a Mason, 
having membership in the Knights Templar Commandeiy and in the Mystic 
Shrine. His political allegiance b given the democratic party and he ketpi well 
versed on the questions and issues of the day. His public --pirit has been again 
and af^ain manifested in his hearty cooi>eration with movements for the general 
good. He assisted in purchasing Cedar River park and was one of the organizers 
of the Waterloo Chautauqua Association, of which he served as superintendent 
for three years and as president for six years. He is a most generous man, giving 
with an open hand to charitable and benevolent projects. He has never regarded 
the accumulation of wealth as the sole aim of his life. On the contrary, as he has 
prosperecl he has aided freely with his means in the support of those measures 
and projects which tend to achance the interest and welfare of the county and 
city. He seeuii. to readily recognize just what can be accomplished for the benefit 
and upbuilding of Waterloo and he heartily cooperates in every movement toward 
that end. The same sound judgment has characterized his efforts in business and 
professional circles, placing him in the enviable position which he now occupies as 
one of the successful residents of Black Hawk county. 



JOHN E. WILLIAMS. 

In the year 1895 John E. Williams became a member of the bar of Black 
Hawk county and has since been in active practice in Waterloo, liut the borders 
of the county do not limit his reputation, for he is widely known in the slate as 
an alilc an<l successful practitioner in the courts. lie was born in Dane county, 
W i^ciinsin, in 1866, his parents bcinj* Benjamin B. and Elizabeth (Struble) 
\\ illiams, who in the year 1869 became residents of Grundy county, Iowa. 

John E. Williams was but three years of age at the time of the removal of 
his parents to this state and in the schools of Grundy county he pursued his 
education until graduated from the high school of Reinbeck. He afterward 
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ctitrred Iowa State Uiii\ iT?ii\ , becoming a student in ilu- law department, in 
uhich he pursued the regular course until graduated with the LL.U. degree in 
1889. The same year he was admitted to the bar and opened an office in Rein- 
beck, where he continued in active practice for five years, or until 1895, when he 
came to the growing city of Waterloo. Here he was first associated with tfie 
law firm of Williams & Kern for two years and afterward practiced alone for 
three years. He then became a member of the firm of Miller & Williams, which 
connection was continued tor four years. That relationship was then di^isolvcd 
and Mr. Williams was once more alone until January, 191J, when he became 
senior partner in the present firm of Williams i!t Clark. He engages in the 
general practice of law in all of the courts of the state and in the federal courts 
and is a well known and representative member of the Black Hawk County and 
the Iowa State Bar Associations. His ability is pronounced and an excellent 
pre>ence, an earnest manner, marked strength of character, a thorouf^h jjrasp of 
the law and the nhih'ty to accurately apply it> principles make him an eltective 
and successful advocate and in^ure him rank among the prominent numbers of 
the profession in Black Hawk county. He served for one term as county 
attorney when in Grundy county and for eight years has been dty attorney of 
Waterloo, makinf a most credttaUe record in both offices. 

In 1891 Mr. Williams was united in marriage to Miss Maud G. Thompson, 
of Grundy county, and they have become the parents of four children, Grace. 
John K.. Jr.. Marry G. and Marion Elizabeth. Mr. Williams is a Royal Arch 
Mason and also holds menihershij) in the TU^nevolent Protective Order of Elks 
and with the Knights of i'ylhia*. He belongs to the Chamber of Commerce 
and Waterloo Gub. .\lmost his entire life has been spent in this state, his resi- 
dence in Iowa covering a period of forty-five years. In his relation to public 
affairs he stands at all times for progress, improvement and advancement and 
has lent his aid and influence to many measures for the general good. 



JOHN T. BUKKKTT. 

John T. Burkett is one of Waterkio's leading architects, as evidoiced in the 
large number of fine buildings which he has erected in this city. He has accurate 
and comprehensive knowledge of the broad, scientific principles underlying his 

profession and is as well thoroughly ac(|uaintcfl with every practical phase of 
the business, lie was 1)orn in Armstrong county, I'lnnsylvania. on tlie j^d of 
I cbniary, 1849. a .son of David S. and Delilah <Ttnvnsend) Burkeit, both of 
whom died during the early childhood of their son, who was tlicn reared to 
manhood by his maternal grandfather, Isaac Townsend, on the farm where the 
Vandergrift sheet steel mills now stand. 

John T. TUirkett was educated in the district schools and was early bound 
out to the wheelwright's trade, serving a four years' apprenticeship, after which 
he took a course in drafting in the old Iron City College of Pittsburgh. W hen 
he had finished his studies in that institution he came to the middle west, in 
i8fj9. his intention being to go on through to the coast, but, having friends in 
Waterloo and Independence, he stopped off in Iowa for a visit. At that time the 
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work of building the Independence Mill was just b^un. This was a big mill 
for those days, sixty^five by one hundred and twelve feet, four stories in height 
and buih of brick. Mr. Burkett was persuaded to remain and become one of the 

building force and for three years his knowledge of the millwright's trade con- 
tributed to the erection of one of the best mills in the west. Subsequently he 
became identified with the Cetlar \ alley Manufacturinjj Company, engac:et! in 
the manufacture of sashes, (l(»ors and hliiuU, and was counecled thereuitli lur 
sixteen or scvcMlecn years. 1 his eunipany was organized by Mr. liurkdt and 
Stephen Salisbury and subsequently they established a bank and store fixture 
department of the business, which became a most in^rtant feature of their 
industry. They conducted their interests with growing success until about 1902, 
when they sold <iMt to the Nauman Company, since which time Mr. Hurkett has 
given his entire attention to general architectural work, maintainins; an office in 
the Lafayette huiiding. .Among the principal buiklin^^s which he has erected 
are the Colunibia block, the Gasser buildings, three in mnnbcr, the \\ atcrloo 
Fruit & Cnnnussion Company building, the Fowler Whole^le Grocery house, 
the dty hall, the Parsons building, the Julian flats, the Eddy block, the 13revort 
Hotel, the Martin Hotel and the residence of Geofge Miller. Many of the 
earlier store buildings on Fourth street were also designed and built by him. 

In 1873 Mr. lUirkett was united in marriafje (o Mi*;s Justine II. W'attells, of 
Iiidei>eiidence, Iowa, and to them have been \)OTn two children, i)oth, however, 
now deceased. Mr. Durkctl is a inciuber of \\ attrl(M) Lodge, Xo. i«)5. A F. & 
A, M.; Tabernacle Chapter, No. 52, R. A. M.; Ascalon Commandery, No. 25, 
K. T. i and £1 Kahtr Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S., of Cedar Rapids. He likewise 
holds membership in the Waterloo Commercial Club and the Town Criers Gub 
and is one of the well known and representative business men of the city. Since 
the time when he entered upon his apprenticeship in the east, industry has been 
his watchword and indcfatijjahle industry has enabled him to wrest success from 
the hands of fate. Ob^lacles and dittieulties have been f)vercome by persistent 
determined effort and through the faithful performance of each day's duties he 
has found encouragement and inspiration for the labors of the following day 
Thus he has gone on from one thing to another of greater importance and his 
efforts have been crowned with a gratifying measure of prosperity. 



CHARLES M. \ AN VLECK. 

This is an age of systemization. Not only individual interests are carefully 
systematized, but all public affairs, because of a recognition of the greater effi- 
ciency and force obtained thereby. There is no city of any importance which 

does not today have a commercial clnh formed of the leading busines?; men in an 
organized efTort to promote the business interests and uphold the civic welfare 
of the conmiunity. Charles M. \'an Vleck is totlay .secretary of the Commercial 
Club and Board of Trade of Waterloo and in this connection is doing most 
splendid work to further the welfare of his city. He is a young man full of 
energy, determination, ambition and resourcefulness. He was bom in Waterloo 
in 1888, a son of Lawrence Van Vleck of this city, whose birth occurred in the 
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state of Xew York. He came when a younp man to Waterloo about thirty years 
ago and for twenty-six years was connected with the lUinois Central Railroad 
CQnq)any but is now Kvii^ retired. Not only has he been active in business but 
also in public affairs and for several years was deputy labor conumsstoner of 
Iowa. He was married in Waterloo to Miss Mary Meyer, of this city. 

Their son. Charles M. Van Vleck. s[)cnding his youthful days under the 
parental roof, attended the public sch«K)ls and was frrafliiatcd from the East 
Waterloo high school with the cla?s of ilc afterward entered the Xatinnal 

Law School at Waslmjgton. U. C, and won his l.L.Ii. ikgree upon graduation 
with the class of 1910. During the time that he was pursuing his law studies he 
was also in the employ of the government in connection with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission and thus provided for the expenses of his law course. Fol- 
lowing his graduation he returned to Waterloo and became connected with the 
\\ aterloo Reporter, remaining on that paper for three years, at the end of which 
time he accepted his present ix)silion as secretary of the ronimereial Club and 
Board of Trade. He thorouj^hly understands the purposes of his work and his 
efio^t^ to exploit Waterloo's advantages and opportimities have been far reaching 
and beneficial. 

On the 4th of June, 1913, Mr. Van Vledc was united in marriage to Miss 
Lula Mahanke, of Parkersburg, Iowa, and they have one son, Robert Charles. 

The parents are inembers of the First Presbyterian church of Waterloo and Mr. 
\ an Vleck also holds membership with the Benevolent Protective Order of Klks 
and Waterloo Lodge. Xo. 105. .\. F, & A. M., of whicli he is the junior warden. 
He is likewise a member of the Town Criers Club and is prominent and popular 
in the social and business circles of his city. Alert and energetic, he is an ex- 
ponent of the spirit of the age and typifies in his life that enterprise which has 
been the dominant factor in die upbuilding of this section of the country. 



J. E. JOHNSON. 

The number of productive industries which have sprung up in Waterloo in 

the last two or three decades has largely been the means of bringing about the 

city's rapid and substantial growth, whereby it has become one of the metropoli- 
tan centers of the state. In this connection J. F. Johnson is well known as the 
secretary and treasurer of the Waterloo (lasoline Fngine Company. For four- 
teen years he has here resided and not only has he won a merited reputation in 
business circles but has also become a recognized factor in advancing the public 
good through his indorsement and support of many valuable civic measures. 

A native of Nebraska, Mr. Johnson was bom in Omaha in 1864 and spent 
die period of his boyhood and youth tl»re. He supplemented a public -school 
course by study in Cornell College of Mount Vernon, Iowa, from which he was 
graduated with the degree of Bachelor of .^rts. He afterward entered Boston 
I'niversity and there won the S. T. D. degree, after which he hat! a year of 
special study in sociology in ilarvard University. He also received the honorary 
degree of D. D. frcm Cornell Collie in June, 19 14. He has been a minister 
in die regular service of the church since 18^. His first chaige was at Brockton, 
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Massachusetts, alter which he was called to Xianlic, Connecticut, lie then 
accepted the pastorate of the First Methodist Episcopal church of tfiis city and 
yet gives much time and earnest thought to the upbuilding of the cause ot 

Christianity. He entered industrial circles when, in November, 1907, he becaine 
connected with the Waterloo Gasoline F.ngine Conii>any, of which he is now llic 
•secretary and treasurer. He thus has voice in its management and control and 
his practical opinions are a valuahk- asset. 

In 1895 Mr. Johnson was united ui marriage to Miss .Martha Cadwaliadii, 
a dai^rhter of Chester Cadwallader, of Waterloo, and to them haye been boni 
two sons and a daughter, Harold E.» Paul E. and Margaret E. Mr. Johnson is a 
member of the Masonic fraternity and is in hearty sympathy with the beneticcnt 
purpose of the craft. His deep interest in the cause of education is manifest in 
the fact that he is serving on the hoard of trustees of Cornell t'ollege and his 
humanitarian spirit finds expression in his service as a member ot the board 01 
directors of the Associated Charities, lie likewise belongs to the Town Criers 
Gub, an organization for the upbuilding of the city and the extension of its 
business connectt<nis. He is one of the leading residents of Waterloo, active 
in all projects for the betterment and advancement of the city akHig material, 
intellectual, social and moral lines. He has a hand constantly outreaching to aid 
his fellow travelers on life's journey; he is generous to tlie needy, sympathetic 
to those in distress and is constantly teachinjj l>y example as well as precept 
those views of life which recognize the opportunities of the individual and hii 
duties and obligations toward his fcllowmcn. 



VELLAS L. SIMMONS. 

\ ellas !,. Simmons is now the oldest phologra})lRi in Waterloo in year- ot 
continuous connection with the business. 1 le is accorded a liberal patronage and 
he employs the latest improved processes and methods in photographic portraiture. 
He was bom in Baldwinsville, New York, January i, 1855, a son of Leonard J. 
and Cordelia (Bishop) Simmons, both of whom were natives of the state of 
New York. The father was always a farmer and stockman and in the year 1857 
came with his family to the middle west, settling at Nora, jo Daviess county, 
Illinois, where he continued to reside until his death nhnut the year !8<»2. The 
mother continued to make her iionie in Jo Daviess eonnty until 1908, and then 
came to Waterloo to live with her son, Veilas L., with whom she continued nntti 
she was called to her final rest on the aoth of May, 1914. 

Veilas L. Simmons was the second in order of birth in a family of four chil- 
dren and was only two years of age at the time of the removal of the family to 
Illinois He pursued his early tducalion in the country schools of Jo !")avifss 
county and afterward attended hi<,di school at Warren, Illinois. When eij^hteeii 
years of age he took up the study ot photography and almost immediately began 
earning a salary. He was connected with a photographic studio at Lena, Illinois, 
where he remained for five years and at the end of that time went to West 
Liberty, Iowa, where he conducted a studio for a year. He then returned to 
Illinois, settling at Mendota, where he was employed in the line of his chosen 
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vocation until 1883, when he came to Waterloo and purchased the business of 
J, P. King. He has since maintained his studio here and is now the oldest 
photographer in Waterloo in years of continuous connection with the business 
in this city. He devotes his entire time to the i^otographic art and his wife* 

who is also an experienced photographer, always n-^^i^tts him. 

It was on the loth of August, 1880. that Mr. Sunnioiis was united in marriage 
to Miss Enuna J. Letteer, wlio was born in Prociorvilic, Pennsylvania, a daughter 
of Sidney and Sarah (Wilson) Letteer, who were Hkewise natives of the Key- 
stone state. The father there learned the tailor's trade in early life and followed 
that pursuit for many years. He was bom in 181 3 and his death occurred in 
1888, while his wife, who was born in 181 5, passed away in 1890. They came to 
the wc>t in iSftC), sctthtig first at Sublette, IHiuois, and in 1883 they arrived in 
Waterloo, where their remaining days were passed. In this city the lather lived 
retired norn business, nor did he ever aspire to pui^hc office. He and his wife 
enjoyed the confidence and good-will of all who knew them and their circle of 
friends was an extensive one. Mrs. Simmons was the seventh in order of birth 
in a family of eight children and by her marriage has become the mother of two 
liildren. Charles \'. is a printer who is engaged in business under the name of 
the Stuart Simmons Press at West Waterloo. He married Miss Cherry Colby, 
who was horn in Waterloo, antl they have two cliildren. Charles \\ and LeRoy. 
The daughter, Iiva May, is the widow of \ll)crt j. .Abrams, who was formerly a 
resident of Dallas, lexas. He died April 30. 1914, and his widow, with their 
daughter, Eva Lulu, is now residing with Mr. and Mrs. Simmons. 

Mr. Simmons exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and 
measures of tlie republican jiarty but is without aspiration for office. He be- 
longs to the Ancient Order of United Workmen, to the Mystic Toilers and the 
iJankers Ufc Association of Dos .Moines, lie is well known in this city, where 
he has resided lor .ilmosi a third of a century. He does excellent work in 
photographic portraiture but makes a special feature of commercial work and 
the walls of his studio are adorned with various fine specimens of his skill in 
this connection. 



FRED W. POWERS, M. D. 

Dr. I'red W . Powers, in former years actively, successfully and extensively 
engaged tn the practice of medicine and surgery has now retired from that 
professional field and devotes his eneigies to financial affairs as president of 
the Black Hawk National I'.aiik of Waterloo, one of the lai^est and most im- 
|>ortant moneyed in.stitutions of the city. He was bom in Benton county, Iowa, 
in 1868, and supplemented his public-school education by study at ( ornell Col- 
lege of Mount X'ernon, Iowa, thus gaining a broad Hterar\' learning to serve as 
a foundation upon which to build the superstructure of his professional training- 
Thinking to make the practice of medicine a life work, he entered the Univer- 
sity of Iowa and completed a course in its medical department with the class of 
1889. For twenty years he was one of the leading practitioners of Grundy and 
Black Hawk counties, spending thirteen years in Reinbeck and seven years in 
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Waterloo. His prominence in his profession is indicated in the fact that he 
served as president of the Iowa state board of health and of Hhe Iowa state board 
of medical examiners. He kept in close touch with the progress of his profession 

while in active practice, was most careful in t!io dia^jnosis of his cases and was 
seldom if ever at fault in foretelling" the outcome of disease. 

Dr. Powers performed his duties with a sense of conscientious obligation, 
but in 1909 he retired from the active practice of medicine to become active vice 
president of the Black Hawk National Bank, of which he is now the president. 
As chief executive officer he carefully directs the interests of the institution, 
ever recognizing the fact that that bank is most worthy of patronage which most 
carefully safeguards the interests of its deimsitors. His progressiveness is 
tempered by conservatism and the even balance nuiiiitaiiied constitutes a potent 
force in the growing success of the bank, which is today one of tlic largest 
financial institutions of Waterloo. It was organized in 1903 and from the be- 
gtnnii^ has enjoyed a successful existence. Dr. Powers is also vice president 
of the Rice Savti^s Bank of Smithland, Iowa, and he is a member of the board 
of directors of the Iowa Life Insurance Company and its medical director. 

In 1889 occurred the marriage of Dr. Powers and Miss Pearl E. Thompson, 
of Reinbeck. by whom he has three children, (iladys Beulah, Evangeline and 
Fanchon Winifred. At the time of the Spanish-American war Dr. Powers ua< 
commissioned colonel by (lovcrnor Shaw for medical service at Jacksonvalc. 
He is a member of the Waterloo kxlge of the Elks, also the Knights of Pythias, 
the Chamber of Commerce, the Waterloo Club, the Town Criers Oub and the 
Country and Golf Club. He still retains his membership in Uie medical societies 
and his interest in sanitary and public health affairs. His acquaintance is wide 
and favorable. Sociability and unfeigned cordiality have made him popular 
among those with whom he has come in contact and ability has placed him in the 
front rank among the representative citizens of Waterloo. He has gamed suc- 
cess, yet it alone has not been the goal for whidi he has striven, for he belongs 
to that class of representative American dtixens who promote the general pros^ 
perity while advancing individual interests. 



FRED S. PETTIT. 

Fred S. Pettit, who is ably filling the responsible position of clerk of the district 
court of Black Hawk county, entered upon the duties of that office on the ist of 
April, 1912, having been appointed to fill out an unexpired term, and at the 

November election of the same year he was chosen by popular sufTrage to fill 
the office for a term of two years and was again chosen in November, 191 4. when 
he polled the largest vote of the election. Those who have watched his course in 
office speak of him in terms of high cunmiendation. 

Mr. Pettit is a native of Long Island, his birth having occurred at Flushing 
on the 3i8t of July, 1875, his parents being Gold S. and Julia A. (Weeks) Pettit, 
who came to Iowa when their son Fred was a boy, settling at Cedar Rapids. In 
that city Fred S. Pettit was reared and educated, mastering the branches of 
learning taught in the public schools. In the spring of 1903 he arrived in Waterloo 
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and on the 1st of May, 1904, he became deputy clerk of the district court, re- 
mainir^ in that positkm until he was appdnted detk of the court, as previously 
mentioned, his experience as deputy well qualifying him for the onerous duties 
which devolved upon him in his promotion. He has always been prominently 
identified with the republican party since age conferred upon him the right of 
franchise and he docs everythin{j in his power to Ic^timately promote its growth 
and insure its success, for he believes firmly in its principles as factors in good 
government. 

Aside from politics Mr. Pettit is deeply interested in the welfare of his city 
and puts forth effective effort for advancing its interests, being an active member 
of tiie Commercial Chib and Chamber of Commerce of Waterloo. He was chair- 

man of the committee appointed by the Commercial Club and Chamber of Com- 
merce to participate in the opening of the Russell-Lamson Hotel, the finest hotel 
in the state of Iowa, and he has been actively connected with many projects which 
have had to do with the welfare and upbuilding of the city and with the promotion 
of its civic standards. 

On the of November, 1901, Mr. Pettit was married to Miss Josephine 
Buchanan, of Cedar Rapids, and they have one chiM, Saxton B. The parents are 
members of the Westminster Presbyterian churdi. are active workers tn its behalf 
and generous in its support. Along more strictly social and fraternal lines his 
connections are with the Knights of Pythias and with tlic Town Criers Club. 
Through the ele\ en years of his residence in Waterloo he has hecome widely and 
favorably known and today numbers many of the best citizens among his warm 
friends. 



C H, NAUMAN. 

Succes.s is not a matter of genius, as held Ity some, but is rather tlie outcome 
of clear judgment, experience and indefatigable energy — a fact which has been 
again and again demonstrated in the lives of prosperous men, men who have 
risen from humble positions in the business world to places of prominence and 
prosperity. Such has been the record of C. H. Nauraan, president of the Nauman 
Company of Waterloo, manufacturers of l>ank and store fixtures, sashes, doors 
and house trimmings. He is a man of well balanced business capacities and 
wwcrs. capable f)f mature judgment concerning his op])ortunities and those 
things which go to make up life's contacts and experiences. 

Mr. Nauman was born in Waterloo in 1862, pursued his education in the 
schools of this city and also took a conmiercial course at Dubuque. He was but 
two years of age when, in 1864, his father, Henry Nauman, formed a partner- 
ship with (ieorgc I'. Heck under the firm style of Beck & Nauman and established 
the business which is now being conducted by the corporation of which C. H. 
Nauman is the president It was in 1856 that the father came to Waterloo, at 
which »)<:rio(i there were no railroad.s in the town. He had to haul all the 
material used m the building of his house from Dubuque In the years which 
followed he became more and more actively and prominently connected with 

the business interests of his adopted city. The firm which was established in 
f<i.ii— « 
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1864 engaged in the manufacture of sashes, doors and mill work, and from his 
youth C. H. Naumati was in the shops and became familiar with every branch 
of the business, both in principle and detail. He completed his course in com- 
mercial college when about twenty-one years of age. At about thie same time 

the foreman of the mill j^nve u\> hi> iiosition. after which C. IT. N'auman. to- 
gether with the paliern maker, had charge of the work. During that winter 
they got out all of tiic material for the Irving House and when that task was 
accomplished the firm retained C. H. Nauman as its foreman. He has con- 
tinuously been identified with the business and its development since that day. 

The papers of incorporation were taken out about 1886 or 1887 under the 
style of the Daniel & Nauman Company. Following the death of Mr. Daniel 
some time later the firm name was changed to the TJeck. Xauman & Watts Com- 
pany and in 1899 the Nauman brothers purchased the interests of all the other 
stoekhfildcrs and the style wn-; changed to the Xauman ( onipany. of which the 
ofticcrs are: C. M. Nauman, president; and G. W. Xauman, treasurer. They 
have a large plant, which includes buildings on alt four comers of Cedar street 
and Park avenue. TKey manufacture drug, bank and store fixtures, sashes and 
doors and all kinds of house trinunings and they employ an average of eighty 
men. Their output, which is now extensive, is widely shipped and the husiness 
is today one of the foremost prndtietive industries of the city. Mr. Xauinan is 
active in it^ niana}.,'enient and cunlrol and has lornuilated many ot tlie plaii^ that 
have been earned forward to successful completion tor the enlargement and ■ 
substantia! devck>pnient of the business. 

On the tst of August, 1889, Mr. Nauman was married to Miss Katie Vetth, 
of Waterloo, and they have become parents of two daughters. Helen and Marie. 
Mr. Nauman is a member of Hehnet Lodge, K. P., of Waterkio* and is well 
known and popular in that organization. fTc cooperates in many moveme!it«; 
for the public good, but his business interests claim tlie greater part of hi- time 
and attention, and he has been an active factor m promoting one of the oldest 
and most substantial manufacturing plante of the city. 



G. W. NAUMAN. 

(i. W. Xauman is the treasurer of the Xavnnan Company, which owns and 
controls the oldest manulacturing plant of Waterloo — a business devoted to the 
manufacture of store and bank fixtures* sashes and doors. Mr. Nauman was 
lx)m in Waterloo in 1869 and his youthful experiences were such as usually fall 
to the lot of the lad who divides his time between the work of the schoolroom, 
the pleasures of the playgrotmd and such duties as are assigned him by parental 
authority ITis father had embarked in business in W'atcrloo in 1S64 and founded 
the enterprise which is now conducted under the name of the Nauman Cnw.- 
pany. From early youth G. W. Nauman has been associated with the under- 
taking and as the years have gone on has become more and more active in its 
management and control. Eventually the interests of the house were taken over 
by the present proprietors, who have continued the business under the name of 
the Nauman Company. The plant is well equipped with the latest improved 
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machinery ami then, is every facility to promote the work and add to the excel- 
lence of the 4ualily. 

In 1895 Mr. Xauman was joined in wedlcKk to Miss Wilda Holman, of 
Waterloo, and they have one daughter, Josephine. Mr. Nauman has membership 
with the Benevolent Protective Order of l--lks and in Masonry has advanced in 
the York Rite to the rank of Knight Templar in the commandery. In husiness 
connections he enjoys a most enviable reputation. He has bcin trainee! insist- 
ently and carefully in the business with which he is cnnneeted and knows 
thoroughly every pliase thereof. He has studied closely its oj>porlunnies and 
by straightforward methods has increased its patronage. Elnergy and determina- 
tion have been the salient features in his advancement and his course Is one 
which may well be followed by others. 



FRANK T. BENTLEY. 

In a record oi the representative residents of Black Hawk county it is im- 
perative that mention be made of Frank T. Bentlcy. who for three terms or six 
years has filled the position of county treasurer and at Ih^ same time is well 
known in business circles as manager of the Bentley Brothers Bond & Insuraiu e 
Company. He is a man of determined purpo.se, carrying forward to successful 
completion whatever he unilertakcs. anrl at all limes his actions have measured 
up to high standards of manhood and citizenship. 

Mr. Dentley was born in lielmont county, (>hio. in 1871 and through the 
period of his youth was a pupil in the public schools there. On the ist of Janu- 
ary, 1894, he arrived in Waterloo and soon afterward became connected with 
the United States Express Company, which he represented for live years. On 
the expiration of that period he was called to public olTice, having been appointed 
deputy county recorder, in which position he lemaiiuil for one year. He after- 
ward spent nine years in the position of deputy treasurer and at the einl of that 
time was elected treasurer. That ho proved capable was bin tlu' logical re^nlt 
of his previous training m the oflice and that he ha» been twice reelected was bui 
natural owing to the promptness and capability with which he has discharged 
his duties. Abraham Lincoln once said : "You can fool all of the people some of 
the time and some of the people all of the time, but you cannot fool all of the 
|>eoplc all of the time," and when a man is again and again cluist-n for ofl&ce it i* 
n self-evident fact that he is n man of worth and that his worth is widely rccog- 
tiiiied. This is certainly indicated in Mr. llentley s tittecn years' connection with 
the office of county treasurer. In politics he has always been a stalwart repub- 
lican, earnest and unfaltering in his support of the party, and as the years have 
gone on his influence has been felt as a potent force in attaining republican 
successes. 

An eqtially creditable record has been made by Mr. Bentley in his busincs.* 
connections. He is a member of the Bentley Brothers Bond & Insurance Com- 
pany, of which he is the manager, and he is also one of the directors of the 
Perpetual Duilding & Loan .Association. 

In January, 1895, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Bentley and Miss 
Lottie M. Jackson, a native of Ohio, and they have become the parents of two 
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daughters, Ludle K. and Eleanor T. The family attend the First Presbyterian 
church, of which Mr. Bentley is an earnest and devoted member. He is serving 

as a member of the session and cooperates in movements which lead to the up- 
building of the church and the extetision of its jxiwcr and inHuciice. He belongs 
also to the Chamber of Commerce and Doard of Trade and :>eeks the welfare 
and upbuilding of the city, its improvement along various lines and the upbuild- 
ing of its civic standards. Fraternally he is a Knight of Pythias and he also 
belongs to the Town Criers Qub. During the period of his residence in 
Waterloo, covering twenty years, he has become widely known and high regard 
is everywhere entertained for him by those with whom he has become associated 
through political, business or social connections. 



ALFRED W, MULLAN. 

Alfred W. MuUan, the present efficietit eity attorney of Waterloo, was bom 
in the city which is still his home, a son of Judge C. W. Mullan. of whom ex- 
tended mention is made elsewhere in this voliinie. At the usual age Alfred W. 
Mullan began his education in the public schools and passed through consecutive 
grades until graduated from the high school with the class of 1901. He after- 
ward attended Grinnell College at Grinnell, Iowa, and then in preparation for the 
practice of law entered the University of Iowa as a law student and won his 
LL. B. degree upon graduation with the cU|SS of 1908. The saxnt year he was 
admitted to the Iowa l)ar and has since practiced law in Waterloo with the 
exception of two or three years spent in traveHng. There is no question as to 
his ability. He is one of the youngest but also one of the most brilliant lawyers 
of W aterloo and his capability was recognized in his election to the oflice of city 
attorney in 191 4. He is a member of the State Bar Association and his fdlow 
members of die bar recognize his power and resourcefufaiess. He was gifted by 
nature with stroi^ mentality and its development was wisely directed. He also 
keeps in touch with questions of general interest and thus is broadening the 
foundation upon which his success in practice is built. 



FRANK P. KEANE. 

Frank P. Keane, an able attorney at law of Waterloo, has here practiced his 
profession continuously for the past five years and is accorded an extensive and 
gratifying clientage. His birth occurred in Ruchanan county. Iowa, on the 13th 
of June, 1881. his parents being John and Ellen (Considine) Keane, the former 
a native of Ireland and the latter of Iowa. In 1873, on reaching his majority. 
John Keane crossed the Atlantic to the United States, k>catii^r first in Fitdiburg. 
Massachusetts, but subsequently removit^ to Chicago, Illinois. In 1877 he came 
west to Iowa, taking up his abode in Buchanan county, where he was married 
soon afterward and settled down to farming. In 1885 he removed to Black- 
Hawk county, purchasing land in Lester township, where he still makes his liome. 
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The period of his residciKc litre now covers alx>ut three decades and he is 
well known and highly esteemed as a representative citizen and prosperous agri- 
cuhnrist. 

Frank P. Keane acquired his early education in the country schools and con« 
dnued his studies in St. Joseph's College of Duhuque and hter in Drake Uni- 
versity. Subsequently he prejjared for a professional career in the College of 
Law of the State University of Iowa at Iowa t ity and won the dejjree of LL.B. 
in \nog. In June of that year he was admitted to the Iowa state bar ami located 
ior practice in Waterloo, o|)enmg offices in the Lafayette budding. Since the 
completion of the First National Bank building, however, he has maintained his 
offices there. The zeal with which he has devoted his energies to his profession* 
the careful regard evinced for the interests of his clients and an assiduous and 
tinrelaxing attention to all the details of his cases, have brought htm a large 
business and made him very successful in its conduct. 

In 1910 Mr. Koane was united in marriage to Miss Catherine Furtcll, of 
Chicago, Illinois. \>y whom lie has two children. Helen I. and Francis E. Mr. 
Keane gives his political allegiance to the democracy and is identified fra- 
ternally with the Knights of Cohuntius, the Foresters, die Modem Woodmen 
of Anierica, the Royal Arcanum and die Loyal Order of Moose. Both he 
and bis wife are devout communicants of the Catholic churdi. 



P. J. MARTIN. 

P. J. Martin is engaged in the real-estate business in Waterloo and his 
efforts in that direction have not only been a source of individual profit but also 

of the city's advancement and improvement. He it was who instituted the first 
lot sale on the installment ])lan in Waterloo, and something of the extent of his 
Iniitncss is indicated in the fact that he ha<? sold more than one thousand lots in 
ihc city. His birth occurred in Hardin county, Iowa, in i860. He was reared 
upon a farm there with the usual expenences that fall to the lot of the country- 
bred boy who divides his time between the work of the fields and the duties of 
the schoolroom. He remained on the old homestead until twenty-one years 
of age and then began learning telegraphy. He mastered the business and for 
thirteen years was cmjtloycd as an operator by the Chicago & Northwestern 
and the Iowa Central Railroad Companies. On the expiration of that period 
he turned hi<; attention to the dni^ business, conducting a store at Lake City, 
Iowa, and at other points for about four years. 

In 1897 Mr. Martin came to Waterloo, where he opened a real-estate office 
and has since been actively and prominently engaged in that line of business* 
bayii^, sellii^ and phttUn^ property; He originated the idea of selling lots on 
the installment plan, thus disposing of the Grand \'iew addition in igo5. This 
has proved such a popular and excellent method of disposing of realty that he 
has now sold more than one thousaiul lots, enabling' many a man to obtain a 
home who could not have done so if full cash payment had been required. He 
also handles farm property and Texas lands and has negotiated many important 
'calty transfers in that state as well as in Iowa. Mr. Martin has extended his 
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ctTorts into other Helds and is now iinancially interested in a number of im- 
portant enterprises in Waterloo. 

In 1884 Mr. Martin was united in marriage to Miss Jessie L. Ayres, of 
Eldora, Iowa, by whom he has three diildren, tamtfy: Blandie I.* G1ady» W. 

and Dorothy M, The parents hold membership in the Universalist church and 
Mr. Martin is a member of the Town Criers Clu!>. He belongs to the Knig^hts 
of Pythias lodge and is a very prominent Mason, connected with all the dif 
ferent Iwdies of lK>th the York and Scottish Kites, while upon him has bt*en 
conferred the honorary thirty-third degree. His prominence in the order is 
indicated in the fact that he was grand master of the grand lodge of Iowa. He 
is also an active factor in politics and has filled a number of local offices, in- 
cluding that of mayor, in which he served for four years, from 1901 until 1905, 
giving to the city a businesslike and public-spirited administration characterised 
by advancement and improvement along many lines. The steps in his orderly 
progression arc easily discernible, for from the outset of his career he has 
gradual!) worked his way upward, proving his ability in many ways, lie is 
today regarded as a forceful and resourceful business man of Waterloo and one 
whose efforts have been highly beneficial along many lines. 



CLAYTON E. BRONSOX. 

Wide-awake, alert, enterprising and at all times watchful of opportunities, 
Clayton E. Bronson has gained a creditable position in insurance circles, is also 
known as one of the leaders of the republican party in Black Hawk county and 
was elected state representative in November, 1914. He was bom at Raymond. 

in this county. September T, i88t. a son of Lyman IL and Frances ( Tliittcrfielfl 1 
iJronson. The inotlur. whd was a native of N'ew York, passed away in Xoveni- 
l>er, 1912. The father, who survives, is a native of Connecticut and in 1858 
took up his abode in Raymond, Black Hawk county, where he resided until 
after the outbreak of the Civil war, when he enlisted at Waterloo in 1863 as a 
member of the First Iowa Cavalry, remaining at the front until the close of 
hostilities and rendering valiant aid to the cause which he es])oused. He voted 
for Abraham Lincoln in iH^ki and has always been a stanch republican, never 
failing to vote for eacli i)resi(lential candidate of the party since that time save 
in i8()4, when he was on the licld of battle. Following his return at the close 
of the war he became identified with agricultural interests in Black Hawk 
county and was also president for many years of the Black Hawk County 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company. In 1900 he came to Waterloo, where he 
established his present insurance business. He has now resided in this county 
for more than a halt century and has been an interested witness of its con- 
tinued growth and development Tie has always taken an active interest in 
politiis and done considerable to shape tiie history of the county along that 
line, yet he has never been au ullicc seeker. 

His son, Clayton E. Bronson, pursued a public-school education, which he 
completed by graduation from the East Waterloo high school with the class of 
1903. He afterward became associated with his father in the insurance busi- 
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uc^ under the hrin siylc ot L. 11. Uruitsiun ^ Sod, cunUucting a general insur- 
ance busmess. This is one of the oldest insurance firms in the city, the business 
having been established on the ist of January* 1900, by the senior partner. The 
insurance which they write annually amounts to a large figure, for they have 
gained an extensive clientage hy reason of their honorable business methods, 
their well dirccicd persistency and the fact that they represent a number of the 
most substantial old line companies. Aside from that business Qayton E. 
lironson is also interested in several maimfai taring enterprises and other busi" 
ness concerns of Waterloo and his sound judgment and keen sagacity ctmstitute 
elements in their continued success. He is likewise interested in real estate in 
East Waterloo, having made investments from time to time until he is the owner 
of considerable property. 

nil the 6th of Octol)cr. 1910, Mr. Hronson was united in marriage to Miss 
Nina W aiifjler. a daughter of R. C Wangler, of Waterloo. Tlic) have one 
daughter, I'sthcr Jean. Mr. Drouaon and his family are widely and favorably 
known in the city where they reside. He is a member of the Town Criers 
Oub, of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, of the Commercial Club and 
Board of Trade — associations which indicate much of the nature of his interests 
and activities. lie has always been deeply interested in politics from his boy^ 
hood days, giving his political support to the republican party, but he was for 
the first time a candidate for office, when in N'oveniher. 1914, he was elected 
representative in the >taie legislature. Whether in othre or out of it, he is 
k)yal to the best nucrcai.s of his community and belongs to liial class of repre- 
sentative men who are constantly pushing forward the wheels of progress. 



W ALTER A. BRYANT, Jr. 

V\ alter A. Hryani. jr . is the secretary of the Bryant Asphalt I'avenient 
Company, controlling one of the ehicf industrial enterj>rises of Dlack Hawk 
county. He is a man of determined purpose, allowing no obstacles or difficulties 
to bar his path if they can be overcome by persistent, earnest and honorable 
effort. Energy has been the key that has mdockcd for him the portals of suc- 
cess, and, stepping over the threshold, he has found broader (^portuntties which 
he is now wisely utilizing. 

A native of Illinois. Mr. llryani eanie to Iowa when hi> parents removed to 
Cedar I*ails. at which time he was a lad of eight years, iiis youthful days were 
there spent and the joys and pk^ures of boyhood divided his time with the 
work of the schoolroom. He was comparatively young when he put aside his 
text-books and began to earn his living as an employe of the Burlington. Cedar 
Rainds & Northern Railroad, remaining in active connection with that company 
for five years. He then resiji^ned his position and turned his attention to the 
htmber business, in which he enj^aj^fed at Cedar Falls in ])artnershi]) with his 
father. The new enterprise prospered from the beginning and W A I'rvant. ]t.. 
continued in active connection therewith for fourteen years, or until 1907. in 
which year the Bryant Asphalt Pavement Company was organized and incor- 
porated with a capital stock of two hundred thousand dollars. Of this company 
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W. A. Bryant, Sr., living at Cedar Falls, is now the president, with P. L. Bryant 
as vic« president, W. A. Bryant, Jr., as secretary and G. E. Rolston as treasurer. 
They concentrate thetr energies lai^dy upon asphalt paving and since the organ- 
ization of the company they have laid two million yards of asphalt pavement in 

various cities, over a half million yards beinp in aterloo. There is no finer 
asphalt pavement to be found in any city in the country and Waterloo may well 
be proud of her public highways. 

Mr. Bryant is also interested in tlie W. A. Bryant & Sons Company, dealers 
in coal and building materials, and is also a stodkholder in the Bryant Motor 
Car Company. The firms witii which he is connected have advanced steadily 
toward >uceess. It is probable that all of the days in his career have not been 
equally bright but Ik possesses the strong purpose and firm determination that 
win success fhrouj^h honorable cfTort and throughout iiis entire career he has 
ever followed a course which he believed to be right between himselt and his 
telluwmen. 

Mr. Bryant has fraternal relations with the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks and is identified with the Chamber of Commerce and the Waterloo Club 
and also with the Town Criers Club. His nature is by no means self -centered 

but reaches out in sympathetic and helpful interest to many movements for the 
world's good and his public spirit finds many tangible proofs in his relation to 
the community. 



MAJOR WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. 

Major William Culleii Bryant, lon^ an honored and respected citizen of Cedar 
Falls, where for an extended period he euf^aged in the drug- business, was bom 
in Gilbertsville, New York, April 12, 1841, a son of John and Harriet C. (Gilbert) 
Bryant, the former a native of Chesterfield, Massachusetts, and the latter of 
England. The parents died during the early boyhood of their son, William Cullen, 
after wfaidi he resided with an older si^r and her husband, who removed west- 
ward to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, when Mr. Bryant was a little lad of nine years. He 
iv:!"^ there livings at the time of the outbreak of the C\y\] war and his patriotic 
•>pirit was aroused by the attempt of the south to overthrow the I'nion. Accord- 
ingly he enlisted at Oshku^li as a member of Company E, Second Wisconsin 
Regiment, which became a part of the famous "Iron" Brigade. After remaining 
for a time at the front he obtained a commission as a lieutenant in a regiment of 
colored troops and ultimately was promoted to the rank of captain, while on the 
13th of March, 1865, he was advanced to the rank of major. He remained for 
six years in the service, for after the cessation of hostilities, which resulted in 
the preservation of the Union, he served on the frontier in Texas for a time. 
It was there that he coiUracted a severe cold which brout,dit on physical conditions 
that ultimately terminated his life. Having remained 111 the service for two years 
after the close of the war he was honorably discharged and mustered out in 
Januaiy, 1867, at Baltimore, Maryland. 

Major Bryant then came to Iowa and engaged in the drug business in Des 
Moines, remaining there for a 3rear or two. On the expiration of that period he 
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came to Cedar Falls, where he established a drug store, whidi he conducted with 
growing^ success until his health failed him and he was Uiereafter compelled to 
spend a laige part of his time in the south. Accordingly he disposed of his busi- 
ness and went to Florida, where he remained for several months during each 

year, but lie always regarded Cedar Falls as his home and continued to maintain 
a residence here until his death, which occurred on the (tth of Xovcinber, i(>o5. 
He became the owner of considerable real estate and his sound business judgment 
was shown in his judicious investments in property. He was also a stockholder 
in local banks and his energy, enterprise and sagacity brought him substantial 
success in business, so that he left his wife in very comfortable financial cir- 
cumstances. 

It was in June, 1868, that Major Bryant was united in marriage to Miss V^esta 
A. Bryant, the only child of Dr. Francis A. and Mary M. (Harmon) Bryant. 
Major Bryant held membership in the .Ancient f)rder of United Workmen and 
in the Grand Army of the Republic, and Mrs. Bryant is now a member of the 
Woman's Relief Coips. He was a very prominent, helpful and active member 
of the Congr^tional diurch, held all of the offices in the church and for twenty 
years was superintendent of the Sunday school, bis efforts constituting a vital 
force in the moral prc^ess and development of the community in which Jie made 
his home TTe was a man highly e'lteemtfl 'herever known and most of all 
where he was best known, llis life record was one which would bear the closest 
mvestigation and scrutiny and there was not a single esoteric chapter in his 
histofy.> He was constantly doing good to otiiers and was ever reaching out a 
belpiiig hand to assist a fellow traveler on life's joura^. 



O. S. LAMB. 

In railway circles O. S. Lamb is widely known, being superintendent of the 
Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Railway Company. The steps in his orderly 
progression are easily discernible. He has steaiUly advanced since starting out 
on his own account, eventually reaching the position of trust and reqionsibility 

that he now occupies. 

Me was born in V^ernon county, W isconsin, in 1874, and at the age of ten 
years, his parents moved to South Dakota, where his father engaged in farming. 
In 1891, his parents moved to Lmcoln, Nebraska, where he attended the Normal 
University, pursuing a four-year course. At the end of that time, he became 
an employe of the Burlington Railway at Havelodc, Nebraska, learning the 
inadiinist's trade. He afterward was in the enq>loy of different railways in 
various parts of the country, until 1905, when he went to Oelwein, Iowa, where 
he became connected with the Chicago Great Western Railroad, remaining in 
the shops at that point until the spring of 1907, when he came to Waterloo, 
where he was made foreman in the shops of the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & 
Northern Railway Company. Subsequently he was promoted to the position of 
master mechanic, and afterwards was advanced to the positicm of superintendent 
of the road. His long experience, covering many lines of railroad work, had 
well qualified him for the onerous duties which devolved upon him. He has 
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studied every phase of the bu^ness with which he has had to do and is thus 
capable of directing the men who serve under him. He is totby regarded as 
most efficient in railroad circles with which he has been connected. 

At one time, he was air-brake inspector for the Mexican Central Railroad, 
with headquarters at Mexico City, and during^ the ]>«*riod of the Spanish- 
American War, he entered the service of the government, enlisiinji,' as a member 
of Company I, First Xebraska \ okinieer Regiment, on the i8th day of June, 
1898. He remained with that command until honorably discharged at San Fran- 
cisco, Ddifomia, on the 23d of August, 1899. During his service he was with 
the 8th Army Corps in the Philippine islands and during that period, partici- 
pated in sixteen engagements. His military record is a most creditable one and 
constitutes an interesting chapter in his life history, having brought him many 
new experiences. 

Following his return frcnu the Philippine islands, Mr. Lan)U was married in 
ii5yy to Miss Katie Cuddy, of Lincoln, Nebraska. They have become the par- 
ents of two children, Kathryn and Virginia. Mr. Lsunb is a Mason and a 
member of the Eastern Star. He is likewise a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and a member of the Commercial Club and Board of 
Trade. He has thus entered into active connection with organizations which 
are seeking to upbuild the city, extend its trade relations and advance its im- 
provement in many ways. 



FRANK J. EIGHMEY. 

Throu^jhout his business career Frank j. Eighmcy has been connected witJi 
bankin}:^^ interests and has risen from the humble position of nicssei^ger to that 
of president of the First National Hank of V\aterloo. He is fortunate in that 
he possesses character and ability which inspiie confidence in others, and the 
simple weight of his character and ability has carried him into important busi- 
ness relati<ms. Iowa daims him as a native son, his birth having occun-ed on 
a farm in Black Hawk county on the 30lh of March, 1862, his parents being 
Calvin \\'. and Katharine (f cnnc) Frcjhmcy, the former a native of \ew York 
and the latter of ( lermany. The fallier was a farmer l)y occupation and in 
1849 removed westward to iowa, scltHng in Dubuque, whence in 1852 he came 
to Black Hawk county, casting in his lot with the pioneer settlers. In the 
ensuing years he took an active and helpful part in the work of general improve- 
ment and development and continued his residence in the county until his death, 
which occurred August 6, 1907, when he had reached the age of seventy-six 
years. He was a son of Leman Eighmey. also a native of the Empire state. 

Frank J. Eighmey pursued his education in the country schools and in 1 il- 
ford Academy at Vinton, Iowa, from which he was graduatctl with the class of 
1881. He afterward attended a couunercial college at Dubuque and entered 
upon his business career as messenger in the First National Bank of that city. 
He spent three years in that institution and rose to the position of bookkeeper. 
He then went to Dell Rapids, South P ' t ;, ' ti re he organized the First 
National Bank of that place and was made cashier. He spent a jrear tfiere and 
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in itSiki came to Walerloo. where- he entered the employ of the First National 
Bank as messenger. Twenty-six years brought hini advancement through inter- 
mediate positions to the presidency, to which he was called in 191 2, and in this 
connection he is bending his efforts to administrative direction and executive con- 
trol. This is one of the strong financial institutions of the city, its progressive- 
ness tempered by a safe conservatism, while its policy is at all times thoroughly 
relial)lc. \> the years have advanced Mr, Fighmey has thoroughly acquainted 
himself witli every j>hase -ti the fiankinj,; husiiiess and his knowledge and abihty 
now enable him tu hnd ready ^uhaion fur nitricate and involved money problems, 
(le is also the president of the Highland improvement Company of Waterloo 
and is regarded as a prominent factor in the business circles of the city. 

On the i8th of August, 1886, in South Dakota, Mr. E^mey was united in 
marriage to Miss Jennie M. Wilson, by whom he has the following children: 
(".ladys K.. who is the wife of -A. 1.. Alexander, of Waterloo; Paul W. ; and 
Allelic M. Mr. Eighmey belongs to the Ancient Order of United \N'orkmcn and 
to the Koyal Arcanum. The rules which j^overn his conduct are further indicated 
in the fact that he is a member or the Methodist Episcopal clmrch. He belongs 
to the Commercial Club and cooperates in many ways in Ihe plam and projects 
for the upbuilding and development of the city. His political allegiance is given 
to the republican party and he has served as city treasurer of Waterloo on several 
different occasions and also as treasurer of the sdiool board. Honored and 
respected by all, there is no man who occupies a more envia!)le position in busi- 
ness and hnaiu ial circles than does h rank J. ICiglimey. not alone by reason of the 
notable success he has attained but also owing to the straightforward and credita- 
ble business [xjlicy that he has ever followed. 



j. A. ZOOK. 

1. A. Zook is senior partner in tin tirm of Zook & Bentz, proprietors of the 
oldest plumbing establishment in VVatcrioo, and a life of industry, continuous 
and intelligently directed, has brought to him a substantial measure of pros- 
perity. He was bom in Jackson county, Iowa, April ij, 1861, a son of Jacob' 
and Elizabeth (Goodwin) Zook, who came to this state from Indiana about 
1^54. The father purchased a farm ten miles from Maquoketa, residing thereon 
tititil .il)oiit 1882, when he removed to Cedar county, where liis death occurred 
a decade later, or in 1892, when he had reached the age of seventy-six years. 
His wife pas.scd away in i</)3, at the advanced age of eighty-one years. 

J. A. Zook spent his boyhood days in his parents" home and during that 
period attended the public schools in the acquirement of that education which 
has been the basis of his subsequent business advancement. When about eighteen 
years of age he went to work in a hardware store in Tripoli, Iowa, and in 1882 
made his way to Winnipeg. Canada, where he again found employment in a 
h'rdwarc establishment. While thus engaged he took up the plumber's trade, 
dividing his time between the store and work at the trade for a year or more. 
Later he returned to Jowa, settling in Cherokee, \vhere he continued work at 
the hardware business and also at the plumber's trade, remaining in that city 
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for five years. On the ejqiiiation of that period he came to Waterkx) in 1890 
and entered the employ of the Culler Hardware Company, with wliidi he re- 
mained for three years. In I\!)ruary, 1893, he en t rked in the plumbing busi- 
ness on his own account and lor two years operated independently. In 1895 he 
formed a partnership with dcorge I.. Wilbcr, organizing the lirni of Znok X: 
VVilber, and a year later Charles K. i»entz became one of the owners ui the 
business, buying out the interest of Mr. Wilber. Smce that time the linn of 
Zook & Bentz has conducted the leading plumbing establishment of Waterloo, 
with a business that in volume and importance exceeds all others. 

In 1884 Mr. Zook married Miss Nellie A. Monty, of Allison, Iowa, by whom 
he has six children, as follows: Beatrice, who is the wife of Dr. R. D. Tiffany, 
of Hollywood, California; Marguerite, at home; Earl, engaged in the insurance 
business, who is also at home; and Irene, Robert and Jack, who arc likcwi.sc 
yet under the parental roof. Irene and Robert are high-school stutients, while 
Jade is in the grammar school. 

Mr. Zook exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and meas^ 
ures of the republican party but the honors and emoluments of office have had 
no attraction for him, as he has always preferred to devote his attention to his 
business affairs. Fraternally Mr. Zook is connected with Waterloo Lodge, No. 
105. A. F & .\. M.; Waterloo Chaj)ter, No. 52, R. .A. M.; .\scalon Command- 
ery, Mo. 25, K. T. ; and Helmet Lodge of the Knights of I'ythias. In liiese 
organizations he is well known and his worth is just as widely recognized in 
business circles and in social relations. 



WILLIAM P. EiGENMANN. 

William 1". Eigenmann is the president ami manager oi the .\rtificial Ice & 
Fuel Company and, working his way steadily upward since the outset of his 
career, he has reached a creditable position, his record proving what may be 
accomplished when determination and energy are the .salient traits of character. 
He has lived in Waterloo for only three years but during this period has made a 
inost commendable record and today enjoys the high regard, (.onridence and 
j^food-will of his fellow townsmen, lie was Itorn in 1876, in Rockport, ."^"i)ciu'er 
county, Indiana, where he was reared and educated. He became engaged in the 
manufacture of ice at Rockport, and there continued in business for Mxteen 
years. In fact, throughout his entire business career he has been connected with 
this line of activity and there is no feature of the business with which he is not 
familiar. 

In September, iqh. he came to Waterloo and since that lime has been most 
active in developinsj; the interests of the Ariiricial Ice & Iniel Company, of which 
he is now the president. The plant was established in 1907, manufacturing ice 
that year for the Brst time. In 1909 the business was incorporated with a capital 
stock of forty-two thousand dollars, Amos Wood, Sr., being the first president. 
At that time the incorporated name was the Waterloo Artificial Ice Company. 
In March, 19 14, a reorganization occurred and the name of the corporation was 
changed to the Artificial Ice & Fuel Company. The new company was capitalized 
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for twcnty-hve thousautl dollars, witli William P. Eigcnniaun as president and 
manager and R. W. Gibson secretary and treasurer. They have a capacity of 
thirty tons, which they expect to increase to forty tons before the close of the 
3'ear. Their ice business has increased steadily and they also enjoy a gratifying 
trade in fuel. Their business methods are thoroughly reliable and a spirit of 
progress actuates them at nil times. 

Mr. Eigeninann was married in k/jj to Miss Molly Ciaj»c. of Grand N'iow. 
Indiana, and they have one son, Loren Gage. Mr. Eigcnmann holds member- 
ship in the Masonic fraternity, having attained the Royal Arch degree. He also 
belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and to the Conunercial Club 
and Board of Trade. Waterloo is actuated by a ^irit of advancement and a 
great many of her business men are associated in a combined and unified efTort 
to promote the trade interests of the city, with n result that is manifest in the 
rapid and substantial growth which ^^'attrlo() lias enjoyed in recent years. With 
this nuncnicnt Mr. l'-ip[cnnianu has become identified and res{)on(is readily to 
every call tor the beneht and upbuilding of town and county. At the same time 
he carefully and wisely directs his individual interests and year by year his 
success is increasing. 



JOHN E. O KEEFE, M. D. 

Dr. John E. O'Keefe is the senior partner in the lirm of O'Kcefe, Brown & 
Hoffmann, which is one of the leading firms of physicians and surgeons not 
only of Waterloo but of this section of the state. All three are progressive, 

energetic youn^j men actuated by laudable ambition to attain high rank in their 
jirofession, and already jironounced ability has gained them notable prominence. 
ih. U Kccf e was lx)rn in Black I lawk county, Sq)teml>er 6. 1S71. and was 
reared to farm life until he attained his sixteenth year, attendinj^ the (Hstrict 
schools. At that period in his life he entered the Waterloo Collegiate & Com- 
merciat Institute, from which he was graduated when twenty-one years of age 
or in 1892. In the fall of that year he entered the College of Medicine of the 
University of Iowa and Is numbered among the alutnni of that institution of 
the class of 1896. 

I'ollowing his graduation Dr. O'Keefe opened an office at Kn^lv Center, 
Iowa, and a year later, or in came to Waterloo. In the interveninj^' period 

of seventeen years that has brought him to the present he has placed himself 
in the front rank of medical pcactitibners in this city. He has constantly read 
and studied and has drawn k)gical and valuable deductions from his experience. 
He is always careful m the diagnosis of his cases and his efforts have been 
attended with mo.st creditable success. Since 1903 he has given his attention 
largely to special preparation for snrj^ical work. He took the regular surgical 
course in the \ew York Post ( ir.uhiate School and Hospital in that vear and 
the same year took special work in the Xcvv York I'olyclinic School and Hos- 
pital. For several years past he has made it a point to attend each year the 
leading clinics of the United States and in 1914 he visited the large hospitals 
and medical centers of Great Britain and Europe, investigating the advanced 
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methods of eminent physicians and surgeons of the old world. lie has kept 
abreast of the improvement in medical and surgical science at all times and is 

today ranked among Waterloo's most successful professional men. He belongs 
to the Waterloo Medical Society, the Tiiack Hawk C ouiUy Medical Society, the 
Iowa State Medical Society and the American Medical Association He is 
likewise a member of the Austin Flint District Medical Society and the Mi>souri 
\ alley Medical Society, the Clinical Congress of Surgeons of North Atncnca 
and at the present time is a delegate of the last named to the convention which 
will meet in Boston, Massachusetts, in 191 5, having been elected while attending 
the session of that organization that convened in London, England. He was the 
first secretary of the Waterloo Medical Society, has also served as its president 
and has been president of the Black Ifawk County Medical Society. 

In 1898 Or. O'Kect'c wa'^ united in niarriat,'e to Miss Dora Wade, of Nor- 
folk. Nebraska. Dr. O Kcctc belongs to W aterloo Lodge. No. >i.)0. IV P O. I-^. 
to ihe Knights of Columbus and to the Catholic church. In these are indicated 
the underlying principles which govern his actions and guide him in every rela- 
tion. He has ever manifested the deepest interest in his profession, finds joy 
in adding to his knowledge and in discovering new methods which are of value 
As the years have passed on he has progressed by reason of his broad study and 
increasing experience, and the confidence entertained in his professional ability 
is indicated in the liberal patronage accorded him. 



WILLIAM A. WELTY. 

William A. Welty, the inventor and patentee of Welty's fountain pen and 
now a resident of Waterloo, was born in Ohio in 1873 and comes of German and 
Scotch-Irish parentage. In early boyhood he acquired an excellent education and 

at all times durinjx his life has been ttniiii incHtied to mechanical investiiijation. 
even as a boy having equipped a workshop in W\< own home. He sold books in 
order to acquire the means that would enable him lu pursue a college education 
and in early life he was also elected by his church as financial secretary of the 
Ashland University at Ashland, Ohio, and during his incumbency in that office 
he cleared the university of indebtedness. While traveling throughout the ITnited 
States in order to raise funds for the school he gained an unusual insight into 
business affairs which fitted him for the commercial career upon which he after- 
ward entered. 

In 1903 Mr. \\ elt\ Itecame eonneeled with tin lirni of Matt I'arrott ^i- Son- 
as blank book salesman and auditor, at which lime he Imik up the sale of fountain 
pens as a side line. Continued compbints of dealers and users of leaking, blot- 
ting and droi)ping convinced htm that something very essential had been missed 
in pen construction. The public declared that fountain pens never would be a 
success. Careful investigation disclosed that while hundreds of more or less 
practical ideas had been used, particularly as to the methods of fillit^, etc.. that 
absolutely nothing had been done which would improve the feeding of the ink— 
right where the real trouble lay. 
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.The fountain pen industry at that time was only ivvciUy-une years old and 
most of the factories had been going ahead on the old plug feed idea, taking it 
for granted that if any improvemente could be made, Paul E. Wirt, the original 
manufacturer, or one of the older organizations, would make them. Some of 
these manufacturers Icnew that most of the dropping and leaking was due to 
a lack of proper air entrance and were Irvinf;!^ various ways to control this Thc^e 
facts wcTi- Mr. W city's inspiration. W hile others ho>itated he |x)iukTC(l, and 
one Sunday, while rc>tin<^ in a hotel, the comparisoti uf the spasmodic (low from 
the neck of a bottle suddenly occurred to him I hat bubble of air must certainly 
go up the single feed channel in a fountain pen, as they were then constructed, 
just the same as it did tn the neck of a bottle. He knew that if yon held a bottle 
at an angle to empty it, the flow is less spasmodic than if held straij^dit upside 
down. Right hcrv dawned the great idea of the air vent in the feed and he at 
once took the plug feed out of one of his samples and set to work with a pocket 
knife and file and nniphly cut out a model. This worked better and on showinj^ 
it to several dealers they urged him to obtain a patent, for which he applied 
December 6, 1904, and which was granted November 7, 1905. To reach a further 
degree of feed perfection he ccmceived the idea of the '*side or sub ducts," which 
was patented on October 30, 1906. 

During this time Mr. Wdty was still selling blank books and enjoying a nice 
sale of his pens, which were made for him by a manufacturer in Janesville, Wis- 
consin. Noting the j^rowing; demand for self fillers, his inventive j^enius again 
showed in the cmi locking ring style ( now known as the Wawco;, which he also 
patented in 1906. The increased popularit) of the product led him, in March of 
that year, to install a small plant and he began making his own product in the 
rear of a little office supply store. A one-thousand^dollar order from a Min- 
neai>olis jOhher was a great encouragement, and as fast as he could turn them 
out. Mr. VVelty went out and sold more, while an expert pen maker was also 
hired to help in the manufacture. A little advertising in trade journals and the 
enthusiasm of his fricnris aroused the fear of a then est;il)lished nianufacturei 
of self tillers in Toledo. Ohio, who thought to intimidate Mr. Welty by infringe- 
ment proceedings, but the latter won. While ^is case was pending the idea came 
to do away with the locking ring and the present interlocking self filler patent 
was granted March 30, 1909. l*he Toledo firm then interviewed him with a 
view of purchasing this patent, but he refused. They then made a very flatter- 
ing ofTer to take al! his output of this holder ec|ui[)pcd with the W ^!t^ feed, which 
he also declined, as he was firmly convinccfl that he had an article of real merit 
and that its future was assured. His anihition was aroused to see his product 
in not only national but international demand. Tatents had by now been granted 
him in foreign countries. 

His friends stood toyally by him. During an international Bible conference 
of the Presbyterian church at Winona Lake, Indiana, in Atii^ust, 1907, of which 
a personal friend. Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, an evangelist, is director, Dr. Chap- 
man from the platform recommended the Welty pen to an assembly of five 
thousand ministers and as a result over six hundred dollars' worth were sold at 
retail there. Mr. lilessing, manager of the Presbyterian board of publication, 
alto advertised the Welty pen in his book catalogues and bulkstins, thus assisting 
in the publicity of ''The Pen With Merit." Over three hundred traveling men 



Digitized by Google 



122 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



with headquarters in Waterloo became enthusiaslM: boosters of Welty pcns» a 
home product, and orders were received from various quarters through their 

influence. Thus the business grew. 

All this time Mr. Welty was engaged in selling at retail adding machines, 
typewriters, office supplies, etc., using the profits to forward the pride of his life 
— the Welty fountain pen. About this time the real battles developed. The 
Welty "New Idea" pen was rapidly growing in favor and orders could not be 
filled owing to lack of capital for rough stock and new machinery. A silent part- 
ner who advanced some cash did not hdp much, because he was inactive yet was 
getting most of the profits. A new partnership was formed with an active part- 
ner which continued for one ycAr. Again Mr. Welty assumed full control of the 
business by purchase- Another time local capitalists offered to incorpor.ite with 
him with a paid up ca])ital of one liundrcil thousand dollars and lei Mr Welty 
sell the goods. Mere the un fortunate e\i)crience of Roy Conklin. who several 
years before had been thus dispbccd in Toledo, Ohio, stood as an example to 
Mr. Welty and he declined, being determined to reap the benefits of the product 
of his own brain. Handicapped even to the extent of at times returning money 
sent in for goods, he stiil plugged along, showing a tenacity of purpose and busi- 
ness ability seldom seen in an inventor. His unusual selling ability is demon- 
strated by the fact that all this time he had been floinjf all his own selling and 
helpinjj in the shop between trips, selling all he could get money enough to manu- 
facture, and still the business kept on growing. Finally ciinie a time when he 
found it a physical impossibiltty to handle both the inside and outside business 
and offered William T. Fitzpatrick, who was enjoying a nice business in die 
selling of Welty pens in Montana, a third interest, whidi the latter accepted. 
The partnerdlip thus resulting was so harmonious and die continued expansion 
of the business so r:(;nM that the \\ illiam A. Welty Company was incorporated 
in March, 1013, and wuii a further addilioji of capital and increased manufactur- 
ing and marketing facilities is enjoying the steady, consistent growth which merit 
always wjns. Waterloo has every reason to be proud of the enterprise which has 
here been established but prouder still of the man whose ability and indomitable 
spirit has made it possible. 



ROBERT E. MONTAGUE. 

The history of a community does not depend so much upon the machinery of 
government or even upon the men who fill die public offices as those who control 
die inq>ortant business enterprises, furnishing a market for labor and producing 
an output that brings the community into business relations with the outside 
world. In this connection Robert F. Montague is well known, being the president 
of the Waterloo Skirt (!v riannent Company. For nine years he has made hi;^ 
home in Waterloo and is accounted one of its foremost citizens. He is a natr.L 
son of Illinois, bom in 1875, and came from that state to Waterloo in 1905. 
When fourteen years of age he became connected with the business in wfiidi he 
is still engaged, having si>ei^t neariy a quarter of a century in activity along lids 
line. The Waterloo Start & Garment Company was organized about eleven yean 



Digitized by Goo Mc 





ROBERT E. MONTAGUE 



i 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



125 



ago. After a few years' connection llicrewith Mr. Montague purchased the in- 
terest of G. B. McWiUiams in the business and succeeded him in the presidency of 
the company, which is incorporated witii the fotlowini^ officials : R. E. Montague, 

president; G. N. See, treasurer; and F. C. Stetsel, secretary. They manufacture 
a large line of house dresses, petticoats, kimonos and children's wear, and in 
addition to the extensive plant at Waterloo they also have a factory at Cedar 
Kall^ and at Waverly and keep on an a\LTa^a" of two luiiulrid ami fifty employes, 
while upon ihc road they are rcpresenlt-d by eighteen traveling salesmen. They 
do a bittiness tittt extends from coast to coast and something of the volume of 
their trade is indicated by the fact that th^ cut up about ten thousand yards of 
Mb per day in the manufacture of their output This is one of the important 
productive entenirises of the city. The business is carefully systematized and 
managed. Mr. Montap;^iic i^; familiar with ever)' phase of the trade and has in- 
troduced \vcl1 flevised methods to such a degree that there is no useless expendi- 
ture of time, labor or material — which is the secret of all success in business. 

In 1895, Mr. Montague was united in marriage to Miss Grace J. Pendleton, 
of Tennessee, and they have a daughter, Gladys Emma. Mr. Montague and his 
family are members of the Grace Methodist Episcopal church and he belongs also 
to the ronimercial Club and Board of Trade of Waterloo. He bclonjE;s to diat 
public-spirited, useful and helpful type of men whose ambitioj^s and desires are 
centered anrl direetcd in those channels through which flow the greatest and most 
permanent good to the greatest number. 



JOHN G. BICKLEY, M. D. 

Dr. John G. Bickley is numbered amon|f the honored and highly respected 
residents of Waterloo, where he is now living retired, although for an extended 

period he was actively engaged in the practice of medicine in this city, of which 
he liecamc a resident in 1862. lie was then but ten years of apfe, his birth 
luvinj,' rxcurred in 1 'ennsylvania in 1852. He was graduated from the Waterloo 
high school and, havinj^ determined Upon the practice of medicine as a life work, 
he afterward entered the medical department of the Iowa State University, 
l^ter he became a student in the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, from 
which in due time he was graduated, and still later he was graduated from the 
Chicago Cbll^e of Homeopathy, now the Hahnemann Medical Collie. Immedi- 
ately afterward he located in Waterloo and the thorough preparation which he 
had made for professional duties enabled him to meet with almost immediate 
success in practice. 

At different times Dr. Bickley lias *^one ahroa<l for further *:tii(l\ and in 

i'Airopean centers has investigated the nutliods of many of the most eminent 

physicians and surgeons of the old world, iiroad reading has also ke]»t him in 

touch with advanced medical thought and research and, although now practically 

living retired, he has practiced for a longer period in Waterloo than any other 

physician of the city. He still retains membership with the Hahnemann Medical 

Association of Iowa. As the years have gone on and Dr. Bickley has won sue- 
rrt. n-T 
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cess he has made extensive and judicious investments in real estate, in which he 
is now heavily interested in Waterloo and its vicinity. 

On the 22d of September, 1881, Dr. Bickley was united in marriage to Miss 
Eva IMtcher, who died in 1890^ leaving four sons: Carl C and John Cecil, both 

of uhom are practicing physicians of Waterloo; Robert S.. a physician of New 
\ ork cily ; and Emil now a medical student in Columbia l'iiivcr>ity of New 
York cily. After the death of his first wife Dr. I'ickley ua> married on the 
30th of April, 1910, to Miss Tina Stewart, a native of \\ atcrloo and a daughter 
of John and Isabella (Robertson) Stewart, who came to this city in May, 1867. 
The father, who followed fanning as a life work, died about twenty years ago, 
but the mother is still living. They reared a family of eight children, all of whom 
reside in Waterloo or its vicinity with the exception of one sister who is living 
in Canada. 

Dr. liickley and his vvite arc inemljcrs oi ihc Christadelphian cluirch. lor 
several years past he has spent the winter months in Los Angeles. California, 
while the summer seasons are passed in Waterloo, where for many } cars he has 
been numbered among the foremost citizens. His life work has brought him into 
close connection with many families here and he is no more highly esteemed for 
his pronounced professional skill than he is loved for those personal (jualitics 
which endear man to man I>ccan<c of the innate refmcment of his nature he 
rejects everything opjx>scd to ^^ond ta>le. and the h\'^h idoaU wliirli lie has ever 
cherished lor his profession, in citizenship and tor the individual tind embodi- 
ment in practical effort for their adoption. 



J. E. ARMSTRONG. 

J. £. Armstrong is president of the Armstrong Manufacturing Company of 
Waterloo, in which city he has resided since 1908. Throughout this period it is 
well known that his business has ever balanced up with the principles of truth 
and honor and he has become the strong center of the community in which he 
moves. The enterprise of which he is now the head anr! which is Waterloo's 
pioneer inanu farturing inthi-^iry had its inception in liMyj. A half oenttiry ago 
Henry Kelley invented and patented tlic cam and treadle drilling machine and in 
1867 he with several associates organized this company under the name of the 
Morgan, Kelley & TaneyhtU Company, the name being later changed to Kelley 
& Taneyhill. After Mr. Kelley 's death it was again changed, becoming in 1909 
the Armstrong-Quam Manufacturing Company, which name was continued until 
the present title of the Armstrons^ Manufacturing rom])any was adfiiJtcd in inri- 
The business had been incor|K)rated in lyrX). .Since iS^v tln< company ha^ been 
continuously engaged in the manufacture of the most .^uccc^^^ui and complete 
line of portable well drilling and prospecting machinery and supplies on the 
market and for a number of years has been manufacturing a complete line of 
high grade gasoline engines. The present capitalization of the company m 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars and the oftieials are: J. E. Armstrong' 
president; J. F. Landgraf, vice president: and C 1.. Armstrong, secretary and 
treasurer. The business has grown to extensive and gratifying proportions and 
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they now have branch houses at Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada ; Los Angeles, 
California, and in New York city. Their factory buildings cover an entire block 
and their large and commodious office buildiiii( is Icxated upon the (jppohiie side 
of the street. The plant id thoroughly equipped with the latest unproved machin- 
ery to facilitate the work and the extensive output is sent not only to all parts , 
of this country but they likewise do an extensive business in foreign trade. 

Aside from his interests in this connection Mr. Armstrong is presideiu of the 
Charles City Mngine Company and is vice president of the Novelty iron \\ orks 
at Dyersville. Iowa, ilis jilans are carefully formulated and promptly executed 
and he readily recognizes the jxtssibihties of a situation and utilizes its opporluin- 
ties. He is diltgent and determined and possesses in large measure the spirit 
of initiative. Through the steps of progressive adueyement he has reached his 
present notable position as one of the foremost business men of Waterloo. He 
is a member of the Commercial Club and Board of Trade and is interested in 
promoting in every possible way the business connections of the city. 



RUSSELL L. DEGON. 

Waterloo on the whole has been signally favored in the class of men who have 

occupied her public offices, .\inong these in the year 1914 is Russell L. Degon, 
who is serving as city clerk and auditor and is making a creditable record in the 
office lie was born in Racine, Wisconsin, in 1H83, a son of James D. and Etta 
E. ( James) Degon, who reside at No 932 Logan avenue in W'aterloo, the father 
being now a passenger conductor on the Illinois Central i\aiiroad. 

Although bom in Wisconsin, Russell L. D^n was but a young lad when his 
parents removed with their family to Freeport,' Illinois, where his childhood days 
were passed and his education was largely acquired. After attending the public 
schools of I'reeport, however, he entered the high school of Dubuque, Iowa. He 
also ynirsiietl a course of study in the Waterloo Husiness Collej^c and one month 
before his class was graduated riccepted a |)osition uitli the llliauis C entral Rail- 
road, remaining in active connection with the mechanical and store departments 
until the ist of January, 191 1. 

Mr. Degon was then catted to public office, being appointed deputy county 
auditor of Black Hawrk county, which jwsition he filled until April, 1912, when he 
was elected city auditor of Waterloo and at the same time was appointed clerk 
by the city council. On the ist of April, 1914. he was reelected for another two 
years' term and was again appointed city clerk. His ofTicial service is highly 
commendable and will at all times bear the closest investigation and scrutiny, for 
he i.s prompt, methodical and accurate and at all times is actuated by a spirit of 
devotion to the public good. Mr. Degon has always taken an activ.e interest in 
politics since age conferred upcm him the right of franchise and he has served 
as a member of the republican central committee on three different occasions. 
He has also l)ecn a delegate to the state conventions of his party and his opinions 
carry weiKhl m its local councils, lie is furthermore connected with the interests 
of W aterloo as a holder ot city real estate and he is a stockholder m the Illinois 
Central Railroad. 
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In 1906 Mr. Dcgon was unilttj in marriage to Miss \fay Banlon, of Waterloo, 
a granddaughter of Dr. Itanton. one of the pioneer physicians of the county. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dcgon have one child, juanita May. The parents arc members oi 
Christ Episcopal church and are held in high regard wherever known. Mr. 
Dc^on is very prominent in fraternal amnections. He belongs to the blue lodge, 
chapter* council and conunandery, all Masonic bodies of Waterloo, and he initi- 
ated, passed and raised his father in the first three degrees of the Masonic order. 
He !ias l)oen most active as a worker in the craft and has been recorder of Ascalon 
L I iiniiiaiulery. \o. 25, K. 1., lor lour years. He likewise heloiiLjs lo l.l Kahir 
Tcinplc, A. A. O. X. M. S., and in 1907 was the youngest Shriner in the state. 
He is also active in the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and at the present 
time is the esteemed leading knight. He has membership with the Tribe of Ben 
Har and in organizations of a purely local character his connection is with the 
I'own Criers Club and the Commercial Cub and P.oard of Trade of W aterloo, 
lie has the happy faculty of not only winning but of retaining the friendship of 
those with whom he is brought in contact. He has many attractive persona! 
(jualities and his cai)ability along various lines adds to the higli regard in which 
he is uniformly held in Waterloo and throughout Black Hawk county. 



F. B. DIETRICK. 

During the period of his residence in W aterloo I'\ B. Dietrick has made for 
httnself a creditable name in connection with business interests, being now cashier 
of the Security Savings P.ank. Ife was born in Bremer county, Iowa, in tS^'. 
a son of William S. and Sarah F.llen !>i( trick. The father came to Iowa in i85(> 
and settled on a farm in Bremer county, where he lived until i86f), when he 
brought his famity to Waterloo, where he embarked in merchandising, in which 
he omtinued for about two years, when he went to Raymond, where he was con- 
nected with mercantile interests for thirty>five years, or until the time of his 
death, beconu'ng one of the valued and representative citizens as well as leading 
merchants of that place. 

P. B. Dietrick lived in Raymond untd seventeen years of age and then engai^ed 
in the railroarl l)U>iness. learning telegraphy. He six-nt about twelve years as an 
operator aiul after discontmuing his efforts in that connection became an employe 
of the Farmers Loan & Trust Company at Fonda, Iowa. Later he was made 
cashier of the Randolph State Bank, now the First National Bank of Randolph, 
in which he continued for two years. On the expiration of tiiat period he 
returned to Waterloo and was with the First National Bank of this city for ahonA 
thirteen years. He then became cashier of the Security Savings Bank and as 
such is widely and favorably known not only in the city, but also in the county. 
His ability and worth are widely recognized His powers have constantly 
expanded through the exercise of effort and gradually he has worked his way 
upward, utilizing eacii o])portunity to the best advantage. He is a man of reso- 
lute purpose and cxeniplila's in his life the progressive spirit of the age. He is 
a stockholder in the Security Savings Bank, in the First National Bank and the 
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W aterloo Skirl & ( "larnient Company and has thus extended his connections until 
in business circles he occupies an enviable position. 

On the 14th of May, 1889, Mr. Dietrick was united in marriage to Miss Lillian 
H. Beeman, of Des Moines. They are well known socially in Waterloo and are 
numbered among the valued and consistent members of Grace MeUiodist Epis- 
Cji^l church, in which Mr Dietrick is serving on the official hoard His fraternal 
connections arc with the Masons and the Knights of Pythias and he is n meinher 
of the Commercial ( lul> and Hoard of Trade. While laudable ambition has 
prompted him in his business career he has aKva)s recognized the duties of 
citizenship and has met his obligations in thai connection in a most commendable 
way, Iowa has reason to be proud to number him among her native sons and in 
Waterloo, where he has long resided, he has gained an extensive circle of friends. 



R. A. ELLIS. 

I 

R. A. Ellis is an enterprising business man of Waterloo, where he has made 
his home for fourteen years. He represents industrial activity here as senior 
partner in the firm of Ellis & Foster, proprietors of a [Numbing establishment. 
Moreover, he is closely connected with the city's welfare and the management of 

municipal interests as alflermnn at large. 

Mr. iillis was born in I'.rciiier county, Iowa, in i8^)6, a son of 1. f l I'llis, a 
native of England, wlio on first coining to the United States settled in New > Ork. 
In i<S53 he traveled westward witl> an o.\ team to what was then the frontier, 
establishing his home in Bremer county, Iowa. He was the first sheriff elected 
in that county and served for three terms at a time when crime was rampant, 
especially horse stealing, and he had various thrilling escapes while discharging 
his arduous and oftttmes dangerous duties, lie was a very efficient sheritT and 
succeeded largely in suppre'^^ing crime and in driving out of his county the horse 
thieves that infested U in the e.irly years of his incumbency in that office !"or 
an extended period he was acti\cly interested in the agricultural (Icvclopnicut of 
his county, carefully conducting bis farming interests in a way that brought to 
him substantial success. In fact, he left the impress of his individuality for good 
upon the history of his county in many ways. He died in the year 1894 and his 
death was deeply regretted by all who knew him. i lis w ife. who bore the maiden 
name of Sarah Meade, was a native of New England and they reared a family 
of lour daughters and one son. 

K. A. Kliis spent his youthful days in I'.rctuer county, obtaining a public- 
school education and meeting many ot the e.\perienccs of life on the frontier. 
He learned the pltunber's trade and, settling in Cedar Fails, continued work at 
his trade and also served as a member of the city council. Fourteen years ago 
he came to Waterloo and established a ])lumbing business under the lirm name 
of Ellis & Foster, which has continued to the present time He has been very 
active in this line of work, his Viusiness keeping pace witli the rapid growth of 
tile cit\ . whTch he has seen devt l(i]> frcjm a comparatively small town to a place 
of more than ihirty-tive thousand inhabitants. He lias had contracts for the 
plumbing in many*of the city's best buildings and is now installing the plumbing 
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in the Thomas A. Edison public-school building at a cost of twelve thousand 
dollars. This is indicative of his prominent position in the field of business to 
which he has directed his energies. His patronage is very extensive and his 

business has long since reached large and gratifying proportions. He is also 
acting as president and secretary of the Iowa State Master Plumbers Associa- 
tion. 

On the 22d of September, 1890, Mr. iillis was uniictl in marriage to Miss 
Mary Foster, of Bremer county, and they have become parents of three children. 
Harry, the eldest, was educated at Cedar Falls and at Waterloo and is now man- 
ager of the Waterloo Storage Battery Company. Ruth, who was graduated from 
the high school of this city, is now a student in the Waterloo Business College. 
Helen is nnw a1t( riding the West Waterloo high school. 

'] lu- jiannls art' members of St Mark's Fpisrnpal church and Mr. FCllis has 
served as vestryman. He is a well known Mason, holding membership in the 
lodge, chapter and council, and for twenty-iive years he has been a member of 
the Knights of Pythias. He also has membership in the Chamber of Commerce 
and in the Waterloo Dub. Outside of his business he is perhaps best known 
through his political activity, for he has been an earnest worker in the ranks of 
the dcnuH'ratic party almost froiTi the time when age confcrrerl u]Ktii him tlic ricrht 
nf franchise. Ho is now serving I'or the second term as alderman at large, having 
l)ccn called to that ottice by appoiniment to hll out an unexpired term, alter which 
he was elected to the position. He exercises his official prerogatives in support of 
many measures and plans for the public good and works against useless expendi- 
ture of the public funds, yet does not believe in barring progress by parsimonious 
retrenchment. Advancement has ever been his watchword and it characterizes 
his public duties as well as his business alTairs. I Ic now has an attractive home in 
Waterloo atid also a cottage down on the river bank, where he and his family 
spend the summer months. 



E. T. SADLER. 

K. T. .Sadler is editor of The Milk Trade Journal and The ( Veamcrv jonrnal. 
published at Waterloo, in which city he dates his residence trom u/tx). He was 
born in lUichanan county, Iowa, in 1883 and was educated in the schools of 
Hasleton. Iowa« and in the West high school of Des Moines, supplemented by a 
course in the Waterloo Business College, from which he was graduated with the 
class of I go J. He then became associate<l with the Fred L. Kim^ial] Company, 
with which he has since been connected. He has been editor of The Creamery 
Journal for six years anrl of T!ie Milk Trade Journal since the pnhlieation wa^; 
started. These arc two trade jtapers of great vahic tn thd^e who are conducting 
bu.^iuess along the lines inclicated. The papers meet every requirement of the 
milk producer, giving valuable knowle^e concerning methods and the market. 
Mr. Sadler is also secretary and treasurer of the Iowa Milk Dealers .Association 
and is treasurer of the Iowa State Dairy Association. He lias made a close study 
of everything connected with the production, care and sale of milk and his opin- 
ions are largely accepted as authority upon such questions. He is the author 
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of H well known song and one very popular among dairymen, "Everybody Milks 

in Iowa.*' 

in lyoij Mr. Sadler was united in maiiiagc lo Miss Nona Kicker, of Saoux 
Falls, Soutii Dakota, and Ihey have a daughter, Shirlqr Jane. The parents are 
members of Grace Methodist Episcopal church and Mr. Sadler bek>ngs to Helmet 
Lodge, No. 89, K. P. He is likewise a member of the Town Criers Club, the 
Commercial Club and Board of Trade, and the United Commercial IVavelcrs. 
He ha? never allowed personal interest or ambition to thwart his jiublic activities 
and t (K j r.ues in many measure? for the general good. W hether in pul)hc or 
private connections he is cncr^^etic and persistent in action, swift in decision, 
quick in perception uml stable in purpose. 



ASHLEY ATWOOD DUNHAM. 

When the machinery of public service is kept in good running order the 
average citizen does not stop to think of all the labor, care, foresight and execu- 
tive ability which this involves, but such qualities are just as indispensable in 
the management of ])nlilic utilities as iti the control ui individual business enter- 
prises. In Ashley .Atwood i^unham Waterloo has a chief of her fire deparlnieiil 
of which she has every reason to be proud, (or he has made an excellent record 
in this connection from the old days of a volunteer fire department until the 
present time when he is at the head of the fire-fighting forces of the city. 

Mr. Dunham was born in Canada September 16, 1864, and there resided until 
he reached the age of seventeen years, when he came to Waterloo, where he 
learned the baker's trade, which he followe<l for three years. He then went to 
Montana, where he siieiii two and a half vears working in the mines. I'pon his 
return to W ateriofi he njok up carpeniciuig and was identitieci with that trade 
until 1895, when he engaged in the grocery business, which he still conducts under 
the firm name of Dunham &. Sohner. Theirs is a well apix)inted establishment, 
supplied with a large line of staple and fancy groceries, and the business methods 
of the house are in keeping with the highest standard of conmiercial ethics. A 
liberal patronage is accorded them and as a result of their honorable methods and 
earnest r1r<ire to ]>lca<^e their patrons their business i« p^rowing year by year. 

•Mr. I Hmhani wa- the last chief of the volunteer lire department of Waterloo, 
acting in that capacity from i^/j until i*j04. The rapid growth of this city 
seemed to make it imperative thai a pay department be established, which was 
done in 1904, and Mr. Dunham remained as chief. He knows tvery inch of 
ground in the city and has carefully systematized the work of the department, 
rendering a great conflagration almost an impossibility. He has secured the 
latest improved hre-ligiiting apparatus and is most capable in directing the efforts 
of his men when their services are called uixjn. 

Mr. Dunham has been married twice. I le first wedded Matilda Sohner. who 
(lied about eleven years ago. leaving two daughters. .Mice and .\gnes I VillowinL^ 
the demist of his first wife Mr. Dunham wedded her sister, Mary Magdalene 
i>ohncr. their nurriage being celebrated in 1909. 
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Mr. Dunham is a member oi the Ancient Order of United Workmen, of the 
Fraternal Union and the Yeomen, while in Masonry he has attained high rank, 
being connected with the blue lodge and also with the chapter, council, com- 

mandery and Shrine. .\ resident of Waterloo from the age of seventeen years, 
he is widely known here and his public service as well as his business connections 
have established him high in the regard of his fellow townsmen, who ent«;rtam 
fur him good- will and great esteem. 



HIRAM BROWN HOXIE. 

Hiram Brown Hoxie is treasurer of the ^^'atcr]o{) I'rnit X: Commission Com- 
pany, of which he was oik' of the principal organizers, and he is still actively 
interested in the bu^i^ess although he has now reached the age of sevcnty-eiglu 
years. Advanced age, however, need not suggest as a matter of course idle- 
ness or want of occupation, far when one has wisely used his time and his 
talents, his powers increase and he grows stnMiger mentally and morally as the 
years go on, giving out of the rich stores of his wisdom and experience for the 
benefit of others. Such is the record of Mr. Hoxie, wlio was boni in Cayuga 
county, New York, November 25. 1836, a son of Jonathan Johnson and I.ydia 
(Hruwn) Hoxie, both of whom were natives ot the state of New York. The 
father was born in Middletown, August 27, 1810, acquired a public-school edu- 
cation and afterward engaged in teaching in the schfwls of Canada. He served 
as captain in the state militia. He devoted his early life to the business of a 
carpenter and contractor but afterward became a merchant. In his later years 
he and his wife joined their son, Iliram Brown Hoxie. in Waterloo, where the 
mother passed away in 1887, while the father, surviving for twenty years, died on 
the iJih of March, hx>7 They harl a family of four children, of whom Hiram 
Brown Hoxie is the eldest. ,\ugu.slu l-inuna, born ai Summer Hill, Cayuga, 
county. New York, August i, 1840, became the wife of Henry Otis Landphere 
and resides in Cortland county, New York, Charles Henry, bom February 19> 
1844, died in Waterloo in August, 1914, survived by a widow. Ellen Violetta, 
bom at Sunnner Hilt, New York, January 9, 1847. became the wife of George 
S. Brown nnd hotli are now deceased. 

Hiram Brown 1 loxie was rearetl at lionjc and accjuired a conmion- school 
education. After reaching manhood he was cmploycti for some years in his 
father's store in Summer Hill, New York, and afterward became identified with 
the lumber business, in which he continued actively until after the outbreak of 
the Civil war. His patriotic spirit being aroused by the continued attempt of 
the south to overthrow the Union, he put aside all commercial and personal con- 
siderations and cTilisted as a member of Company 1', Seventy-fifth New York 
Regiment. In i8<)3 he was commissioned a 1ien(cnant of Company B. Fighty- 
eigluli I'nited States Colored infantry, with which he served until honorably 
discharged in the fall of 1864 following the consolidation of regiments. 

Mr. Hoxie then returned to his home in New York and engaged in land 
speculation and in the purchase and sale of live stock, both branches of his bmi- 
ness bringing to him creditable success; but the opportunities of the middle west 
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attracted him atid in 1868 he made his way to Iowa, purchasing a farm in Barclay 
lownship, Black Hawk county. The laiul was wild and uiiUcvcIoikU and there 
were no improvements upon the place in the shape of buildings. He erected 
a Irame house sixteen by twenty-four feet with a kitchen lean-to, and thereafter 
began the development of the fields, breaking the sod, planting the crops and in 
due time gathering good harvests. Year after year he continued to successfully 
cultivate his farm until January 1, 1888, when he removed to Waterloo to enter 
upon the duties of county sheriff, to which offu c he had heen elected in the fall 
of 1887. I-oyalty and fidelity charartcrizt-d his discharge of the work of the 
office and he made such a creditable record during his first term that he was 
reelected on tliree successive occasions, remaining the incumbent in that office 
for four terms. He retired from the position as he had entered it — ^witfi the 
confidence and good-wiU of all coocemcd. He was afterward engaged for three 
years in foreclosing mortgages, selling bankrupt stocks of g(X)ds» acting as recehwr 
and in other sucli positions. In i8<rf) he Ihn- tmo one of the <lominant factors in 
the organization of tin- Waterloo I'ruu lS; ommission l"onii)an> . with which he 
was actively cnj^aj^ed until and he is still treasurer of the comjianyt aUhough 
he iias largely relegated to others the management and active control of the 
business. 

In 1870, at Mount Carroll, Illinms, Mr. Hoxie was united in marriage to 

Miss Ruth A. Pierce, who was bom in Lapeer, New York, June 13, 1844, a 
daughter of Ezariah and Margaret (Hilsinger) Pierce. Iler grandfather, 
Nathaniel Pierce, was bom in Providence. Rhode Island. March 2. 1783. He 
was a farmer by occupation and on his removal westward settled in Cortland 
county, Xevv York. On the trip he was accompanied by two cousins; William 
Saunders, who was the author of a series of Spelling books and readers widely 
used in the public sdiools; and Charles Saunders, who afterward became an 
inHuential member of the bench and bar of New York city. Nathaniel Pierce 
was united in marriage to Xancy Harvey, who was bom February 25, 1788, and 
died in Cortland county, New York. 

Ezariah Pierce was horn in C'ortland county. N'ew York. .\\n\\ 17. iSit, 
acquired a common-school education and was reared as a farm boy. Before the 
era of railroad building in central New York he bought and hauled produce to 
Xew York city and upon the return trips would take back a load of merchandise. 
For years he engaged in selling tie? to the railroads, also supplying cordwood, 
\vhich was the fuel used in the engines, and likewise engaged in the sale of 
lumber. He wedded Marjjaret Ililsinp^er. who was born in Schoharie county. 
New York, and wa'^ a representatix e of one of the early Dnuh families from 
HuUatul. The death of Ezariah Pierce occurred in Cortland county, New York, 
in 1854. and his wife passed away in the same county, Februarj' 27, i860. They 
were sincere and consistent members of the Christian church. In politics Mr. 
Pierce was a whig and he held numerous local offices, the duties of which he 
disdiaiged wttil promptness and fidelity. In their family were two children: 
Ambrose, who was hnm in 1840 and died in early manhood; and Mrs, Hoxie. 

The latter was bom at Lapeer, New York, June 13. 1844, and wa'^ graduated 
from a private school of Marathon, Xew York, known as the Marathon Academy. 
She afterward entered the Cazenovia Seminary and still later was graduated 
fraoi the Osw^ (N. Y.) Normal Training school. She then took up the 
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profession of teaching in the city of Osw^o and was connected with the schools 
there until 1870, when she came to the west to teach. After a short stay at the 
home of her cousin, Judge Hilsinger, in Sabula, Iowa, she became the wife of 
Hiram Brown Hoxie. For a brief period following her nmrriage she taught in 
tfie Normal Institute at Iowa Falls. To Mr. and Mrs. Hoxie have been bom 
three children: Wirt P.. who ImliU the o(\'kc uf county attorney in Ill.u-k Hawk 
county: Nellie Ninon, who is the wife ui Leeil I^. Kell. of White Ri\er. South 
Dakota, and has one living child, Cecil iulward, who wa> born in VVliite River. 
July 8, iyi4; and Ralph J., the secretary and manager of the Waterloo Fruit & 
Commission Company. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Hoxie has voted 
for the men and measures of the repultlican party. Fraternally he is connected 
with Waterloo Lodge, No. 105, A. l'\ & A. M., and also the Royal Arch chapter 
at Waterloo. He is likewise a member of the W aterloo Commercial Club and 
is thii> active in the movements promulgated for the bcnelit of the eity and the 
extension of its trade relations. lie is widely and favorably known throughout 
Black H«rwk coun^, where he has now lived for forty-six years. There are 
few phases of its growth and development with which he is not familiar and at 
all times he has been an interested witness of its growth and advancement and 
in various ways has contributed to the upbuilding of this section. He is highly 
esteemed and his wannest friends are those with whom he has long been asso- 
ciated^ — a fact which indicates that his career is one which will hcAr close 
investigation anil scrutiny. 



SIDNEY D. SMITH, M. D. 

I )r. .'^idncy 1). Smitli one of the successful youn^ practitioners of niedicitic 
and surgery in Waterloo and has already won an enviable reputation in profes- 
sional circles of Black Hawk county. His birth occurred in Watertown, New 
York, on the 8th of September, 1884. his parents being Stephen R. and Jennie 
(Mendell) Smith, natives of JelTcrson county, New York. Cokmel Sidney J. 
Mendell, the maternal grandfather of our subject, held the rank of colonel in 
the Thirty-Hfth New ^ ork Regiment dui ing the period of the Civil war. In 
he took up his alK)de among the pioneer settlers of I'rimklin county. Iowa, 
where he continued to reside until hih death, which occurred in h/j^. hi the 
eighty -seventh year of his age. Stephen R. Smith, an agriculturist by occupa- 
tion, resided on his farm in Jefferson county. New York, until 1907 and since 
that time has made his home in Rochester. 

Sidney D. Smith obtained his early education in the public schools and sub- 
secjuently attended I'nion .Academy of Iiellcville, New York, from which he was 
graduated with tlie cla<;s of kx^v In the fall of 1906 he entered Cornell Merlical 
Colleije and in kmo. after twu years" study in Ithaca and two years instruction 
at New \ink city, won the degree of M, D. lie afterward spent about fifteen 
months as an interne in the J. Hood Wright Hospital in New York and on the 
expiration of that period came to Iowa on a visit., l^eing attracted to Waterkw 
and believing it to be a favorable field for a young medical practitioner, be opened 
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;in office and ha? ^mcc rcinaiiuMl here, having built up an extensive and lucrative 
practice, ilc has recciUiy been elected coroner of Lilack Hawk county and in that 
capacity is also making a most creditable record. 

On the 24th of June, 1914, Dr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss Ruba 
M. Christie, of New York city. He is a popular member of the Waterloo City 
Medical Society and is identified fraternally with the following organizations: 
\Vriterl(j<. Lodge, X'o. 105, A. F. & A. M ; IKlnut Lodge. N'o. 89, K. P.; and 
\\aicrl()<) Lodge, Xo. ^^28. L. O. M. He conforms his practice to the highest 
professional ethics and has already won flattering success for one of his years. 



BURTON E. WILSON. 

Burton E. Wilson, a real-estate and insurance s^nt of Waterloo, in which 

city he has made his home for eleven years, is a native of Illinois but has been 
a resident of IJlack Hawk county through four decades. His father. Samuel 
N\ il-ion. became one of the pioneer settlers of this county and is still livini,' at 
iiuilson at the venerable age of eighty-two years. He was born in Herkimer 
county, New York, in 1832 and in early manhood wedded Mary .\. Sutton, whose 
birth occurred in Oswego county, New York, in 1835 and who is also yet living. 
At the time of the Civil war he became a member of Company P, Eighty-second 
Regiment of New York X'oluntcer Infantry, and was in the ser\ice for three 
years and four months, after which he was honorably discharged because of 
physical disability. In the meantime, however, he had partici])ated in a number 
of hotly contested engagements and had proven his valor and loyalty on various 
battlefields. l oUowing the war Mr. Wilson brought his family to the middle 
west. He lived for a time in Illinois and then came to Black Hawk county, where 
he carried on general farmii%. 

I'.urton K. Wilson, brot^ht to Iowa durii^ his early boyhood, was reared 
in lllack Hawk county and acquired his education in its public schools until hc 
left the W aterloo high school Later he entered Tilford Academy and in early 
manhood taught school in h<nh I'.lack Hawk and I'-cnton counties. Hc then 
turned his attention to general farming and stock-raising and was thus closely 
associated with the agricultural interests of the county for a considerable period, 
but in ICJ03 left the farm and removed to Waterloo, where he established a 
real-estate and insurance oflice and is still engaged in that business in additk>n 
to carrying on his farming interests. He has lately owned the real estate in 
which he has dealt in Waterloo and Black Hawk county, making purchases out- 
right rather than selling on commission. He is likewise greatly interested in 
western lands. Each year he has built a few houses in Waterloo for sale or 
rent and his business is thn*^ proving an clement in the im])rovement an<l adorn- 
nicnl of the city. Me al^o conducts a general husiness in all hranciicN o\ insur- 
ance and the policies which he writes represent a large figure annnally. He like- 
wise has other business connections. He is financially interested in still other 
lines which contribute to his individual success and at the same time are factors 
in public prosperity. 
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Jn i8y8 Mr, Wilson was united in marriage to Miss Celia (ilcniiy, a daiij^hUT 
of Alexander Gletmy. They hold membership in die First Congregational church 
of Waterloo, of which Mr. Wilson is now clerk. He belongs to the Knights of 
Pythias and Odd Fellows lodges, the Modem Woodmen camp and the Sons of 
X'eterans. He is also identilk-d with the Chamber of Commerce, with the 
W aterloo Club, the Town Criers Club and the Waterloo Traveling & business 
Mcti*5 .\?<^f>cintinn. Ilis inlerc^t*; and .ictivitics have been (.(instantly broadeninj; 
in their scope and in their usefulness. He linds time for all of the duties that 
devolve up(m him in different relations and in connection with his fellow towns- 
men attempts to meet the public needs while at the same time he carefully con- 
ducts his business affairs. He is a self-made man and one who is deserving of 
much credit for what he has aCtomplished, for personal energy and industry 
have been the foundation upon which he has builded his success. 



HON. HORACE BOIES. 

Hon. Horace Uoies was twice governor of Iowa, serving as chief executive 
of the stat^ from iS<j<j until 1S94. He has probably been mentioned more frc- 
(jucntly and more prominently throiiq^hout the United Slates than any mlur 
resident of Iowa. His capabilities naturalK (inalifv him for leadership and \\\Hn 
the history of the commonwealth he has Icii an mdeliblc impression, his elYori* 
being for many years one of the potent elements of progress and improvement 
here. He was bom in Aurora, Erie county, New York, December 7, 1827, a 
son of Heber and Hattie (Henshaw > Hoies. The father was a farmer in moder- 
ate circumstances and was a soldier of the War of 1812. He was descetided from 
French ancestry, the family name beinur oripfitially Du Hois. Tlie orthography. 
houcMf. was ihaiiged by '^<J^u of thr carlKi American anccstor> to it< jirescnt 
form. The lirsi of the family who came to this country was l>avid lioies, who 
settled in Blanford. Massachusetts. His family numbered several children, one 
of whom was Joel Boies, grandfather of the Hon. Horace Boies. The governor's 
mother was the daughter of a fanner of English 'descent, who served as a soldier 
in the Revolutionary war 

Horace I'.oics was reared in the usual manner of farm lads to ilu- nij^v of siv^ 
teen years and after reaching the ape of ti-n \ears he worked on the home farm 
in the sunuiier and attended the district schools in the winter seasons. On reach- 
ing the age of sixteen he decided to start out in the world in order to make his 
own living and, leaving his home in the Empire state, made his way westward to 
Wisconsin. He spent four years in southern Wisconsin and northern Illinois, 
working as a farm hand through the summer seasons and teaching or attending 
school in the winter montlis. In 1847 he returned to Xew York and there on the 
lOth of May. 18 jS. married one of his schoolmates. Mis^ Adclla Kini::. who was 
then nineteen years of age. Through his wife's intluence he entered .a law office, 
that of S. S. Clark, of Boston, Erie county. New York. He did farm work and 
chores to pay his expenses and Mrs.' Boies supported herself by teaching school. 
He was endowed by nature with strong mentality and he applied himself with 
such thoroughness to the mastery of legal principles that at the end of two years 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



139 



he was enabled to pass the required examination which secured him admission 
to the bar. He then engaged in gaieral practice and followed his profession in 
or near Buffalo and throughout the surrounding district until 1867. No dreary 
novitiate awaited him. His powers as a lawyer were soon manifest and his cli- 
enta^ steadily increased. 1 ic became, too, a recognized leader in political circles 
and was elected to the lower house of thi* Xew York legislature. 

Mr. I'oie.s was called ujKjn to mourn the loss of his wife in 1855. In the 
spring of 1857 he visite<l Waterloo, To\\;i. and again in the winUr of 1S57 and 
1858. It was during that winter thai he married \'cr»alia M. Barber, a daughter 
of the late Dr. Barber, of Waterloo, and in the spring of 1867 he came to this 
city and continued in practice until elected governor. He was one of the most 
distinguished members of the Iowa liar. At different times he was in partner- 
ship with h\. II. Allen, who retired at length on account of failing health; with 
judge Couch, who was elected to the district (. ourt ; and lames L. Husted. who 
remained with him until Mr. I>oies became Iowa s chief executi\e. In the nuan- 
timc his sons, E. L. Boies and Herbert B. Boies, had been admitted to the bar 
and had joined the firm, which later became known as Boies & Boies. For some 
time after the governor's retirement from ofllice he gave some attention to his 
practice but spent much of his time on his farm in Grundy county. The later 
years of his life have been spent there and in southern California, where he is 
now making his home. 

Governor Boies has one child In his lir^t marriage, now Mrs. John Larson, 
of Mount \ ernon, Iowa. To his second marriage were Ixjrn three children: 
li. L.; Jessie B., who died January 1, 1894; and Herbert U., of Waterloo, now 
serving as district judge. 

Governor Boies has never bdonged to any church or society other than the 
(iood Templars, which he joined in his boyhood days. He was the first democrat 
elected governor of Iowa after 1855 and the only one to hold that office in over 
half a century. It is a credit to his party as well as to himself that he was one 
of the thrt'c or tour ablest {governors the state ever had. It has been the simple 
weight of his character and ability that has carried him into the positions of 
prominence which he has occupied. As a lawyer he was sound, dear-minded and 
well trained. The limitations which are imposed by the constitution on federal 
powers are well understood by him. With the long line of decisions from 
Marshall down, by which the constitution has been expounded, he is familiar, 
r'.^i are nil thoroughly skilled lawyers. !-fe is at home in all departments of the 
hu, from the minutiae of ])racticc to the {,'reater toi)ies wherein is involved the 
consideration of the ethics and the philo.sophy of jurispruderice and the higher 
concerns of public policy. But he is not learned in the law alone, for he has 
studied long and carefully the subjects that are to the statesman and the man 
of affairs of the greatest import— the questions of finance, political economy, 
sociolog)' — and has kept abreast of the best thinking men of the age. In his 
practice he proved felicitous and clear in argument, thoroughly in earnest, full of 
the visjor of conviction, never abusive of his adversaries, iminicfl with highest 
♦ Murti nv, and yet a foe worthy of the steel of the most able ojjixjnent. 

i hat he was reelected governor in a slate that has hceu a recogni/.ctl repub- 
lican Stronghold speaks volumes concerning his ability, and an enumeration of 
those men of the present generation who have won honor and public recognition 
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for themselves and at the same time have honored the state in which they belong 
would be incomplete were there failure to make prominent reference to Horace 
Boies, who held distinctive ])rece(lence as an eminent lawyer and statesman, as 

a man of marked intellectual attainments and one who conducted himself with 
sij^nal capahility. dij^nity and honor in the highest office within the tritt of the 
jicoplc of tlu' >tatc-, winning; tlu- rc-jicct of all. A stron^^ mentality, an iiuiucible 
courage, a most determined individuality have so entered irito his inakeup as to 
render him a natural leader of men and a director of public opinion. His influ- 
ence has been felt not only in Iowa but throughout the country, for his views 
have carried weight in councils where the best thinking men of the nation were 
assembled for the discussion of vital and significant problems. 



BENJAMIN J. RODAMAR. 

iienjaniin J. Uodamar is now hvm^ retired in Waterloo a iter long, clo.^c and 
successful connection with the agricultural interests of this section of the slate. 
He came to Black Hawk county on the 14th of April, 1869. and through all the 
intervening years has been a loyal and valued citizen of the community. His 
birth occurred in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, in 1845 and he was only about 
eighteen months old when his mother died. Through the perioil of his Ijoyhood 
and youth he lived with different peo|)le and he learned to know the full mean* 
ing of the question "What is lionic without a mother?" 

It was in March, i^t^, that Mr. Kodamar made arrangemeius tor having a 
home of his own in his marriage to Miss Susan Fike, also a native of Somerset 
county, Pennsylvania. A year later he started for the west with his young bride 
in search of a favorable location and on the 14th of April. 1869, they arrived in 
Black Hawk county, where they have since resided. For a time Mr. Rod.im.u 
worked by the day at driving oxen and al any other employment which he could 
secure. Thus the sununer pas>;ed and in tlu- toUow inL; winter he secured a posi- 
tion as teacher of a school. This was not iiis initial experience in that profession, 
for he had already taught for nine years in V'ciuisylvania and was principal of a 
school at Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, in 1867. In 1870 Mr. Rodaniar turned his 
attention to farming, purchasing eighty acres of land in Eagle township. Tlie 
tract was entirely destitute of improvements. Uiin},' just as it wa^ when it caine 
from the hand of nature. .\o road to Waterloo had at that titue hcen laid out 
an<l in those early year^^ he met many of the hardships and diflii nUiLs iiicidont tn 
[)ionccr life. At that l arly period when he wished to take his Lorain to market he 
wotild have to unlo.id his wheat and carry it on his liack arross the sloughs and 
th(.ii m t the wagon and own acii>?>& ami reload. Thus he woukl go on until ho 
readied the town, where he would sell ofttimcs at a very low price. Many were 
the evidences of frontier life which surrounded him, but by diligence and careful 
planning Mr. Rodamar won success and kept adding to his holdings from time 
to time until withra the boundaries of his farm were comprised four hundred and 
eighty acres of rich and productive land which he brought to a high state of 
cultivation. 
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Mr. Rodantar not only proved a capable and progressive farmer but also 
became an active factor in the public life of the conununity and was prominent 
in the councils of the people of his township, who honored hini with election to 

the office of county supervisor, in which position he served for a nt!ml)cr of years. 
He was also auditor of the county for nine years and during that tinir coiitimied 
lo carry on the work of the farm, although he made his home in the city while 
the incumbent in the office. Following his retirement from ofhcial position he 
returned to the farm and thereon remained until 1910, when he disposed of his 
land and took up his abode in Waterloo, where he has since lived retired, enjoying 
the fruits of his former toil. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rodamar have become the parents of nine children and the 
reff)rd is a most notable and unusual one in that the taniil\ circle yet remains 
unbroken. The son*? and daughters are: Henry Ward, who is now engai^ed in 
agricultural pursuits at Hood River, Oregon; Ira. who is cashier of the Leavitt 
& Johnson National Bank of Waterloo ; Albert, who is engaged in the drug busi- 
ness in Baker City, Or^^on ; Emma, the wife of John Mertde, who is conducting 
a lumber yard at Montevideo, Minnesota; Grace, the head bookkcc])cr for the 
Iowa Manufacturers Association, Waterloo; Lottie, the wife of Wiiliam Moss, 
who is engaged in fruit-raisinf:^ in the state of Washington; Alta, the wife of Ira 
iJlough. cashier of the Towa State i'«ank at Waterloo; Lillian, also in the Leavitt 
&■ Johnson National liank, Waterloo: and liortense, who is a teacher in Iowa 
Falls. 

Mr. Rodamar is today one of the most highly respected residents of Waterloo. 
He has made his home in the count\ for forty-five years and has therefore wit- 
nessed much of its growth and development, while his eflforts have been an ele- 
ment in it's a^ricultnrnl progress. He deserves much credit for what he has 
accomplisheci in thai he started out empty-handed and through the period of his 
youth had no special advantages and opix)rtuniiies. He possessed a resolute 
purpose, however, and the years have brought a success which is the fitting crown 
of his persistent, earnest labor. 



SLMUX J. TEDFOKD. 

Among the leaders in commercial and financial circles of La Porte City is 
Simon J. Tcdford, president of the Union State Bank. He was bom in Preble 
county, Ohio, on the 30th of April, 1851, a son of John L. and Elizabeth <Joh) 

THford. natives of Ohio and West X'irginia respectively. The father gained a 
livclihoml for himself and family by farming ami cultivated land in Ohio until 
if^3.V ill wliich \car lie removed to Tama county, Iowa. Tie becaitic the owner 
01 a farrH there, enlcring the same from the govetnmenl, ami devoted his time to 
agricultural pursuits until he retired from active lite, l or live years before his 
death he made his home with his son and on the 12th of January, 1902. passed 
to his last reward. His wife had preceded him many years, departing this life 
on the rnh of April, 1876. 

Simon J. Ted ford was but an infant whep his parents took him to Tama 
county and there he passed the days of his boyhood and youth. He entered the 
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public schools at the usual age and acquired a serviceable education. He 

remained iijion (In farm with his parents until he was twenty-five ye.irs of age 
and then t)()ii^dii eighty acres of fine land in Tama county, which he improved 
and operated for two years, after which he sold out and removed to Kansas. 
Mc remained in the Sunflower state but a short time, however, returning to Iowa 
and buying a (ami in Benton county. He resided upon this property for twelve 
years and made many improvements upon it in that time. His next removal was 
to La Porte City, where he engaged in the lumber business for eight years, after 
which he retired. He ha> since resided here, enjoying a life of comparative 
leisure. He is interested in a number of business and fitiaiKiaV concerns in the 
county and i^^ president of the I'nion State llank of La Porte City, with which he 
has been coniuctcd for fourteen years. This position entails upon him considera- 
ble responsibility and demands quite a little of his time, but he is so constituted 
that a life of inactivity and idleness would be distasteful in the extreme. He is 
also a stockholder in the Farmers Loan & Trust Company of Waterloo, president 
of the La Porte City Sewer Company, and a stockholder and director in the 
Farmers Mutual Insurance Association, which has its headquarters at VVaterlnn. 
Iowa. His business acumen and soun<l jndjEfment have been of great value in the 
management of these companies and his advice is often sought by those who 
know his ability to counsel wisely. 

On the 2d of March, 1876, Mr. Tedford was married to Mms Sylvia V. 
Smith, a daughter of Isaac and Eleanor (Marsh) Smith. Her father was a 
native of New York but at. an early day removed to Michigan and farmed there 
until 1854, when he made his way still farther west, locating in Tama county. 
Iowa He bou0Tt land there and devoted the remainder of his active life to its 
cultivation. He passed away in 1874 and the demise of his wife occurred in 
1904. To Mr. and Mrs. iediord have been born three children: Belle E., the 
wife of R. H. Gardner, a farmer residing in Eagle township, this county ; Maude, 
at home; and Ora I., the wife of J. W. Kober, who is engaged in the clothing 
business in La Porte Gty. 

Mr. Tedford is a progressive republican and at the polls supports the policies 
in which he heh'evcs. Ho has served upon the city council for four years and 
for several years has been a member of the scliool board. There are many in 
the county who are his loyal friends and those who have known him most inti- 
mately value his good opinion most highly and his character is of such sterling 
worth that it is most appreciated where best known. 



HOWARD M. SMITH. 

Howard M. Smith is general superintendent of the Citizens Gas & hJectric 
Company of Waterloo, in whidi city he has resided for three and one half years. 
His birth occurred near Nashua, but across the line in Bremer county, Iowa, in 
i88ti, and his boyhood days were spent upon a farm lu that county, where he 
lived until he had attained his majority, dividing his time between the work of the 
fields, tlie duties of the schoolroom and the pleasures of the playground. At 
length he entered the Iowa State College at Ames and was graduated on the 
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completion of a course m electrical engineering with the class of 1905. Subse- 
quently he spent six months in Hammond. Indiana, with the gas company of 
that place and on the expiration of that period went to Mobile, Alabama, where 
he remained for four and one-half years with a gas company. On severing that 
comwctioii he todc up his abode in Waterloo, where he accepted the superin- 
tendency of the gas department of the Citizens Gas & Electric Company. AMUty, 
however, won him advancement and since the 1st of January, 1914, be has beai 
general superintendent of the entire plant. 

Waterlnn •> a growing' western city. It has developed rapidly in recent years 
and its oiuluok for the future is bright. Amonj^' the orjj^anizations which have 
been formed to advance its interests and upbuilding are the Commercial Club attd 
Board of Trade, the Chamber of Commerce and Waterloo Club and Ae Town 
Criers Qub, with all of whidi Mr. Smith is identified. He Ulws to be in touch 
with those hustling activities which are rtsuUant factors in the public welfare 
and his efforts in that connection have been far-reaching and beneficial. 

In 1907, Mr. Smith was united in marriaj^e to Miss Ethel Caglcy, of Nashua, 
and to them has been born a daughter, Dorothy I, The parents arc members of 
the Congregational church and arc well and favorably known in Waterloo, having 
gained many warm friends during the comparatively brief period of their residence 
here. 



BENJAMIN J. HOWREY. 

Benjamin J. Howrey is president of the Waterloo Loan & Trust Company 
and thus figures prominently in financial circles. No matter in how much fantas- 
tic theorizing one may indulge as to the cause of success, careful analysis always 
indcates that it is the outcome of persistent purpose intelligently directed, and 
such has been the case with Mr. Howrey, who has made wise use of his time, 
talents and op^)ortnnities. 

He is a native son of Black Hawk county, while his father, f. M. liuwrey, was 
a native of Ohio. The family was founded in Black Hawk county during the 
earliest period in its development and John Howrey, an uncle of Benjamin J. 
Howrey, he^ied build the first log cabin erected in East Waterloo. From that 
time forward the family name has been closely interwoven with the history of 
develo|Hnent and progress in this section of the state. .After arriving at years 
of maturity J. M. Howrey was united in marriage with Miss Catherine Winsett. 
n daughter of Benjamin Winsett, one of the prominent pioneer settlers of this 
county. 

Reared under the parental roof, Benjamin J. Howrey spent his boyhood and 
youth upon the home farm with the usual experiences that come to the country- 
bred lad who divides his time and energies between the work of the fields, the 
duties of the schoolroom and the pleasures of the playground, .\fter attending 
the public schools and graduating from the high school of Waterloo with the class 
of 1888 lie !)ecame a student in Cornell College and still later matriculated in 
the Iowa State University. In the latter institution he became a student in the 

law department and also continued his reading with the law firm of Boies, Couch 
Til. n-i 
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& Boies. He had returned from Iowa City to Waterloo in 1892 and for five 
years thereafter he devoted much time to school teaching and at the same time 
was reading law with the firm of Boies, Couch & Boies. At different periods he 
was :i toaih'-r in the rural schools, also taught in both hijjh >'chool< in W aterloo 
and in tlu' rollc^i". In iS*;- he success fnlly parsed tin- rccjiiircd examination that 
secured his admission to the bar and enlertd upon the practice of his profession, 
.which he foRowed m Waterloo for about eleven years. While no longer giving 
any attention to private practice he still retains membership in both the county ' 
and state bar associations and enters into the discussions relative to the profes- 
sion. Mr. Howrey was made vice president of the Waterloo Loan & Trust 
Company in 1908, so cnntinninj^ for three years, during whicli ])criofl ho looked 
after considerable Ic^'al work for the company. In 191 1 he became president 
and has assumed \arious dutit- from time to time until he is now the directing 
head and active manat^er of the institution. On account of his knowledge of 
law he is better ecjuipped for his present business connections, as many matters . 
come up requiring familiarity with legal lore. 

In i8<)3 was celebrated the marriage of Howrey and Miss Ada C. McStay, 
of Waterloo, and to them have been born four children: Harold M.. Corimu ( . 
Benjamin G. and Kdward F. Mr TTowrey is president of the Commercial Club 
and Board of Trade or' Waterloo. He is also a member of the Town Criers 
Club and belongs to tlic Masonic fraternity and the Knights of Pythias lodge. 
He is a member of the Walnut Street Baptist diurch» has served for a long 
period on its official board and for a number of years was president of the board. 
He was also superintendent of the Sunday school for ten years and has but 
recently resigned that position. He is thus actively interested in the material, 
civic, social and moral progress of the community, and his efforts have been 
attended with far-reaching and beneficial results. 



ROYAL A. PERKINS. 

Royal A. rcrkin>. vice ]>rcsident of the First National Bank of La Porte 
City, is esteemed not only on account of his umjuestioned business ability but 
also because of his force of character. He was born in Ohio on the ilth of 
September, 1840, a son of Edward and Cynthia (Pixley) Perkins. The father 
(Was a native of New Jersey and the mother of Massachusetts, but for many 
years they' were residents of Ohio and in 1866 they removed with their family 
to Benton county, Iowa. The father gave his active life to the cultivation of 
the soil and passed away in 1868, being survived by his widow until 1875 

Royal A. Perkins grew to manhood in Ohio and there acquired a common- 
school education. I'pon accompanying his parents to Benton county, Iowa, he 
purchased land there, which he operated and improved until 1891. In that year 
he gave up the actual work of the farm and removed to La Portt Oty^ where 
he has since resided. For fifteen years he was president of the First National 
Bank and proved a man of resource, energy and good judgment. He retired 
from that office three years ago but is an extensive stockholder and also vice 
president of the same institution. 
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On ihe 2>,ih of February, 1875, Mr. i'erkins was married to Miss Catherine 
Gingrich, a daughter of Daniel and Catherine (Hoffer) Gingrich, both horn in 
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. Her father, who was a carpenter hy trade . 
but also farmed in the Keystwe state, died there in 1853, and her mother passed 
away in Iowa in 1887. 

Mr. Perkins is a Presb\'tenan in religious belief and politically is an adherent 
of the republican party. Me is a member of the Masonic lo(lji,'e and of the iuistcrn 
Star and exemplifies in his hfe the spirit of helpfulness inculcated by the craft. 
He is a stockhotder and director m the Electric Light & Water Company of 
La Porte City and owns his fine home which he erected. His business ability 
has gained htm the respect of those with whom he has had dealings and they 
likewise esteem him as a man of probity and honor. 



GEORGE E. LIGHT Y. 

Various business and manufacturing interests have felt the stimulus of the 
.cooperation of George £. Lichty, a man of sound business judgment and 
undaunted enterprise, who forms his plans readily and is determined in their 
execution He is well known as the president of the Smith, I.ichty & Hillman 
Company ami is an executive officer in various other business enterprises of 
importance which have contributed much to the substantial development and 
improvement of the city. For forty-five years he has resided in Waterloo and 
throughout the entire period has enjoyed an unassailable reputation for busi- 
ness integrity as well as enterprise. 

Mr. Lichty was bom in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, in 1857, and was a 
youth of thirteen years when in 1H70 his parents came with their family to 
^^'aterloo. His education, begun ni the schools of the east, was continued in the 
public schools of this city. He afterward made his initial stej> in the l)usiness 
world as a clerk m a clothing store of Waterloo, in which he was employed lor 
two years. He afterward spent five years in a grocery store and on the ist of 
October, 1879, engaged in the retail grocery business on his own account. Suc- 
cess attended the venture and he continued actively therein until the fall of 1889, 
when be organized the Smith, Lichty & Hillman Wholesale Grocery Company, 
conducting business at their j)resent loeatiori since December, iH<)6. This has 
been a f^rowing enterprise. They have advanced steadily, their trade reaching 
out alung ramifying lines until it covers a broad territory, demanding extensive 
shipments. They have about ninety employes in the Waterloo establishment, 
with about twelve traveling salesmen upon the road. ' Mr. Lichty has long been 
the executive head and promoter of this business as president of the company 
and yet» important as has been his work in this connection, it by no means limits 
the extent of his activities, for many other commercial enterprises have I)enefited 
by his financial support and by his wise judgment, if not by direct executive 
control, lie is now the president of the IDnck Hawk Collce Spice Company, 
president of the Waterloo Canning Company, one of the vice presidents of the 
Commercial National Bank, president of the Waterloo Warehouse & Storage 
Company and president of the Waterloo Opera House & Theatre Company. 
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This gives an indication of the range and breadth of his activities and the diver- 
sity of his interests and marks htm as one of the foremost business men of the 
city. 

In 1881 Mr. Lichty was united in marriage to Mh<^ Annie Derrick, of Water- 
loo, and unto them have been born six children: Hen R., who is associated with 
his father in business, as secretary of the Smith, Lichty & HiUman Company ; 
Josephine, the wife of Fred T. Northey. a manufacturer of Waterloo; Burr G., 
who is also a partner of his lather; Jeanne, the wife of H. W. White, of Water- 
loo ; Florence, the wife of Charles A. Stewart, of San Francisco, California ; and 
Robert J., who is attending school. at Mercersburg, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Lichty takes an active interest in politics on the side of good government, 
reform and progress. In Masonry he has attained high rank, being a member 
of the Consistory, in which he has readied tlie thirty-second deg^rce of the Scottish 
Rite, lie also has membership with the Benevolent Protective (Jrder of Elks 
and the Knights of Pythias. He belongs to the Commercial Club and Board of 
Trade and was one of the infiorporators of the latter, being connected therewith 
for more than a quarter of a century. His position in business circles may be 
judged from the fact that he was honored with election to the presidency of the 
National Wholesale Grocers Association for the year 1912-13. This indicates 
that he is widely known among representatives of that line of business, that he 
is popular and that his caiKibility is recognized Me helongs to the little group 
of distinctively representative business men who have been pioneers in inaugu- 
rating and building up the chief industries of this section of the country. He 
early had the sagacity and prescience to discern the eminence which the future 
had in store for this great and growing r^ion and, actti^ in accordance with 
the dictates of his faith and judgment, he has garnered in the fullness of time the 
generous harvest which is the just recompense of indomitable industry, spotless 
int^ity and marvelous enterprise. 



LOUIS S. CASS. 

A well known figure in railway circles in Iowa is I-ouis S. Cass, who since the 
fall of 1895 has made his home in Waterloo and is the president of the Waterloo, 
Cedar Falls Xorthern Railroad Coni{)any. Opportunity has been to him the 
open door through which he has entered to success. He has never over-estimated 
nor undervalued his chances but has made wise use of his time and native talents 
and thus step by step has progressed. 

Mr. Cass was bom in Vernon county, Wisconsin, in 1865, and when but six 
months old was brought by his parents to Iowa, the fumly home being estab- 
lished in Bremer county, where he was reared to manhood upon a farm. He 
acf|nircfl his education in the schools of the count) and in the Sumner hif^h school 
and also attended the Iowa State Teachers Collie at Cedar Falls and the J. F. 
Wallace Commercial College of La Crosse, Wisconsin. For some time he was 
engaged in the lumber business at Sumner and from the outset of his career he 
has steadily advanced, each forward step bringing him a broader outlook and 
wider opportunities. 
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Mr. Cass became connected with railway interests when in 1883 he entered 
the employ of tia- L hiiago, Milwaukee it St. T*aTil Railroad Company as tele- 
graph operator, becoming later a brakenian on a freight train. He was con- 
nected with the Dubuque & Dakota Railroad for some time and later engaged 
m the retail lumber business, establishing, owning and controlling four retail 
lumberyards in Iowa. At the same time he engaged in the manufacture of cedar 
shingles on the Tacific coast, his active connection with the lumber business con- 
tinuing from 1885 until 18^)5. Dunnp a part of this time he was also connected 
with the Minnesota & Northwestern Railway and was later with the Chicago, 
St. Paul ^ Kansas City Railroad and subsecjucntly with the Chicago ( ireat 
Western Kaiiway. While with ibose companies he acted in various capacities. 
He advanced from the position of brakeman to station agent and later became 
train conductor, superintendent, assistant general mam^r, general traffic man- 
ager, vice president and chief executive officer to the receiver and sighted the 
papers translerring the road to the Chicago Great Western Railroad in August, 
1909. 

In the mcantinif .Mr. Cass had extended his efforts to other lino nf activity, 
having in 1895 cstabii^hed the Waterloo & Cedar Falls Rapid Transit Railway. 
In 1896 he extended the system in Waterloo, converted the horse-car line into 
an electric line and the following year built the line to Cedar Falls. In 1898 he 
made further extensions in Waterloo and tn 1899 purchased Uie Cedar Falls & 
Normal Gasoline Road, which was operated witli a Patton motor. This he 
converted into an ela'tric line. In 1901 he built the line to Denver, Iowa, and 
in extended it from that place to Denver Iimction to connect with the r)maha 
division of the Great Western. On the .^ist of .\ugust, 1909, he severed his 
connection with the Chicago Great W esiern and swice then has devoted his entire 
time to the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Railway, successor to the Waterloo 
& Cedar Falls Rapid Transit Railway. In 1910 he extended the line from Denver 
Junction to Waverly and in 1912 built the road from Waterloo to La Porte 
City and the following year from Porte City to Crbana, while in 19 14 the 
circuit wa? completed in the extension of the line from L'rbana to Cedar Rapids. 
In the building and develoijnienl of tlie interurhan railway system Mr. Cass has 
contributed in large measure to the welfare of those sections through which the 
road has passed. His t^ans have beoi carefully formulated and promptly exe- 
cuted and in all of his business career he has readily discriminated between the 
essential and the nonessential. 

Tn addition to his other interests Mr. Cass is a stockholder in the Commercial 
Xntional P.ank of Waterloo, in the Plack ITawk Xational Rank of Waterloo, in 
the Denver Savings Dank of Denver. Towa. in the I'>ank of Sumner at Sumner, 
Iowa, and iti the Tripoli State Bank of Trijioh, Iowa; is vice president of the 
Iowa Real Estate & Investment Company of Waterloo and vice president of 
the Cass Farm Company, having two thousand acres of land in Bremer county. 
These connections indicate something of the nature and range of his interests 
and of the business ability and resourcefulness which enable him to carefully 
direct the interests of so many different important concerns. 

Mr. Cass is a thirty-second deg^ree Mason, a Knipjht Temi>1nr and a member 
of the Mystic Shrine. He also has membership in the P.encvolcnt Protective 
Order of Elks and the Knights of Pythias. He is furthermore connected with 
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the Commercial Club and Board ol Trade, with the Chamber of Commerce and 
the Waterloo Club. His pleasant home life had its inception in 1885, in his 
marriage to Miss Lillian Enmions, of Sumner, and they have become the par* 
ents of two children: Zathoc C, the wife of W. H. Burke^ auditor and treasurer 
of the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Railroad Company; and one son who 
died in infanc>'. 

Throughout this section of Iowa Mr. Ca?s ii; spoken of in terms ot a<!niirri- 
tion and respect. His lite has been so varied in its activity, so honorable in it.> 
purposes, so far-reaching and benetkial in its effects that it has become an 
integral part of the history of Waterloo and has also left an impress upon the 
annals of the state. To build up rather than to destroy has ever been his broad 
policy and he attacks everything with a contagious enthusiasm. 



J. O. TRUM15AUER. 

J. O. Trumbauer, capitalist, has won dffitincticm among those whose ability 
has gained them leadership in the financial circles of Black Hawk county and this 
section of the state. Centuries ago one of the old Greek philosophers said: 
"Earn thy reward: the gods give naught to sloth." Realizing this truth at the 
outset of his career, Mr. Trumbauer has led a most busy life and his enterprise 
and diligence have placed him in a position of leadership in hanking circles, for 
he is now the vice president of the Fanners Loan & Trust Company and vice 
president of Hk Leavitt & Johnson National Bank, one of the oldest financhl 
institutions of the state. 

A native of Berks county, Pennsylvania, he there spent the early years of his 
life, coming westward to Iowa in 1879, and settling at Jesup, Buchanan county, 
where he spent two years uj^on a farm. He was afterward connected with 
J. A. I>.iird of Jesiip. one of the pioneer merchants of that section, lor about 
four years and on the expiration of that period went to the west, remaining in 
diflerent sections of the west until 1890. In that year he returned to Iowa, set- 
tling at Waterloo, after which' he traveled for the Fowler Company until Fd)ru- 
ary, 1909. On the ^tii of January of that year, when the Farmers Loan & Trust 
Company was organized and began business, he became its vice president and 
has since been thus identified with Ihc corporation, contributincf lart,'e1y to its 
success throuj^h his sound judgment, administrative direction and executive abil- 
ity. In njiu he was chosen vice president of the Leavitt & Johnson National 
Bank and lor eight years he has been a member of the board of directors of the 
First National Hank of Waterloo. He is also the vice president of the Marsh- 
Place Company, in which he is associated with C. A, Marsh, A. M. Place, F. J. 
Fowler and H. B. Plumb. This company erected the Marsh-Place building, a 
six-story reinforced concrete fireproof structure at the corner of Sycamore and 
Fifth streets, or in the very business center of Waterloo, and it brings to them 
a very sub<:tantial income in ii- u ntals. Mr Trumbauer is also vice president of 
the Leavitt & Johnson National Hank Uuililing Company and is financially inter- 
ested in a number of the best buildings of Waterloo which have been erected for 
business purposes. The company is now erecting a fine- bank building sixty-five 
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by one hundred and forty feel and ten stones in height. The foundation has 
been laid of this structure, which will be the finest building in the city, of st^l 
construction, fireproof and thoroughly modern in every particular. It will be the 
home of the Leavitt & Johnwm National Bank, the Fanners Loon & Trust Com- 
pany and other important corporations and firms. He is likewise interested in 
the Waterloo Loan & Trust Company and the First National 15ank Building 
Company. He has ever • reaflily recoj^nizcd opportunities aiul discriminated 
quickly between the essential and the non essential, and with ihc passing year.s 
his held of usefulness has constantly broadened and the scope of his activities 
has covered a wider range, making his life one of greater useftdness. 

Mr. Trumbauer takes an active interest in politics as a good citizen but not 
as an office seeker, and his hearty cooperation can be counted upon to further any 
movement or measure for the public good. He attends the First Presbyterian 
church and is a member of the Masonic fraternity and the P.enevolent Protective 
Order of Mlks. In the latter he has tilled all of the chairs and is a past exalted 
ruler, lie is aliso a member of the Tow n Criers CUih and of the Commercial Club 
and is actively and helpfully uitcrested in all that tends to the upbuilding of 
Waterloo, his efforts being an element in making this in many ways one of the 
best cities not only of the state but of the middle west. He possesses the enter- 
prise which has been the dominant factor in producing the wonderful develop- 
ment of this section of the country. He has resolute purpose, courage and 
industry and has never feared to venture where favoring opportunity has led the 
way, and his record has demonstrated the truth of the saying that success is not 
the result of genius or of environment but is the outcome of clear judgment and 
experience. 



GEORGE F. WILSON. 

George F. Wilson, a land agent at Cedar Falls, conducting an extensive busi- 
ness in North Dakota properties, was born April 6, 1864, on a farm ten miles 
west of the city in wfiich he now makes his home, his parents being Harrison J.' 
and Eliza A. (Collier) Wilson, the former a native of Canada and the latter 
of Ogle county, Illinois. The father, who always followed fanning as a life 
work, came to Iowa in the early '50s and settled in Grundy county on land which 
he purchased from the j^overnmcnt. It was entirely destitute of improvements 
when it came into his possession Imt with characteristic cnercfv he at once began 
to develop the tields and in the course oi tune made it a valuaijle property. Sub- 
sequently he removed to another farm in Fairfield township, Grundy county, and 
continued to make his home in that county until his death, which occurred about 
the year 1883. His widow is now a resident of Des Moines. Mr. Wilson was 
for one term county treasurer of Grundy county but was never a politician in 
the sen?e of office seeking. 

Geori^e F. Wilson was the second in order of birih in a family of si.x children 
and upon the farm in Fairlield township, Grundy county, he spent the period of 
His youth, attending the public schools and aiding his father in the farm work. 
At the time wheii his father became ill he took charge of the old homeste&d'and 
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managed the work of developing the fields until his father's death eight months 
later. He afterward continued upon the homestead for two years, at the end of 
which time an o\(kr brother, Ira J. Wilson, took charge of the farm and to htm 

George F. Wilson sold his interests. He then went to Bridgewater, South Dakota, 
in 1886, seeking to improve his impaired health by a change of climate. There 
he again engaged in (arming until 189!, when he took up his abode in the town 
of liridgewater, where he established a harness business and later engaged in 
draying and in the livery business. He sold out there in 1893 and returned to 
Iowa, takii^ up his ahode in Cedar Falls, where he worked at the carpenter's 
trade with his brother, who was a building contractor. 

In Februar}', i-'^^m. however, Mr. Wilson eml>arked in the real-estate business, 
handlin*; propcrt\ in Cedar Falls and its vicinity. He also established an insur- 
ance apeney. handling tinth hre and life insurance for a time, but afterward 
dropped the latter. In 1905 he homesteaded in Stark county, North Dakota, 
where he resided for a year and a half, receiving the title to his land. With 
the exception of that period he has been engaged continuously in the real-estate 
business in Cedar Falls during the past twenty years and now handles land tit 
Town. Minnesota and North Dakota. He is now the individual owner of eight 
hundred and forty acres of land in North Dakota and has twn thnnsatul rirre* 
under his eonirol. He devotes his entire time to the business and when in .North 
Dakota makes his headcjuarters at Bismarck. He has the greatest jxjssible faith 
in the future of the state and is doing much through colonization for its develop- 
ment. 

On the 6th of March, 1889, Mr. Wilson was united in nuirriage to Miss H0i« 
J. Burgess, a native of Grundy county and a daughter of James H. and Martha 

(Wilcox) Burgess, who were early settlers of Fairfield township, that county, 
but both are now deceased. Four children have been ham to Mr and Mrs Wil- 
son : Clarke T.. V., who is attending college and assists his father in businc;>>; 
Inez F., who is also acting as her father's assistant ; and Mina B. and Roger \ 
both in school. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson hold membership with the Tribe of Ben 
Hur and the family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. In poli- 
tics Mr. Wilson is a pr<^essive republican. He keeps wdl informed on the 
questions and issues of the day and is ever ready to support his position hy 
intelligent argument, hnt does not seek political iirefernicnt, as his time is fully 
occupi'ed with his business affairs. His cooperation has l)cen felt as a benclicial 
factor in movements for the upbuilding of Cedar Falls as well as of North 
Dakota. 



E. A. LEIGHTON. 

On the roster of public officials in the city 01 Waterloo appears the name of 
£. A. Leighton, who is now chief of police and as such is a stalwart custodian of 
die public peace, doing everything in his power to promote tfie interests of die 
dty on the side of law and order. He was bom in Osage, Mitchell county, lom, 
in 1872 and was there reared and educated, pasnng through consecutive grades in 
the public schools until he was graduated from die high school. He afterwanl 
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enltTcd the Iowa State College at Ames, where he eontinucd his studies, and 
when he had left school he accepted a position as guard in the Iowa State peni- 
tentiaPr', remaining in that position for eight years. Later he sjient two years in 
0»agc and in 1902 came to Waterloo, where he has since maintained his resi- 
dence. For a year he acted as foreman for the Keiiip Manufacturing Company and 
at the end of that time became a member of the Waterloo police d^rtment> 
serving as patrolman for six years, after whidi he was appointed chief of the 
department by Mayor Doty. He acted in that capacity for two years and then 
became deputy sheriff of Black Hawk county for two year.^. In 191 1 he was ap- 
pointed chief of police by Mayor Thompson and he is now serving for the second 
term in tliat office. He carefully safeguards the interests of the law-abiding public 
and has prosecuted crime with such diligence that his name has become a terror 
to all law breakers. 

In 1894 Mr. Leighton was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Pegg, of 
Osage. Iowa, and they have one son, Russell A. The family attend the Methodist 
Episcopal church and Mr. Leighton holds membership with the Masons, the 
Knights of Pythias and the Moose. He is also a member of the Town Criers 
Club. Through the period of his residence in Waterloo he has become widely and 
favorably known and he possesses attractive social qualities which render him 
veiy popukur. 

JACOB R HUPI^EIIT. 

Jacob F. l luppert is a representative citizen and enterprising agriculturist of 
Black Hawk county, residing on section 30, Cedar township. His birth occurred 
in Will county, Illinois, on the 2ist of July, 1866, his parents being Jacob and 

Susan (Tcmplin) lluppert. the former a native of Ohio and the latter of Penn- 
sylvania, lacob ?hippert was born in 1843 — tliree months after the arrival of 
his j'.ireiit^ in tbc United States. In an earl\ day he accompanied thcni to 
Illinoiij. in which slate he followed farming for seventeen years, on the expira- 
tion of which period the family home was established in Benton county, Iowa. 
There he purchased land which he cultivated successfully until 18981 when he 
came to Black Hawk county, here carryii^ on general agricultural pursuits until 
called to his final rest in July. 1903. His widow survives at the age of sixty-seven 
years and keeps house for her son Jacob. To them were born ten children, as 
follows: Jacob F., of this review; Henry V., who is deceived; Edwin A., an 
agriculturist of Benton county, this state; F.ldora. who is tin \\it'«' (if C. T). I'.rom 
and resides in South Dakota ; Lizzie A., who gave her hand ui marriage to W. 
I'. Palmer, of Tama county, Iowa; L. Elsworth, living in British Columbia; 
James £., who folkiws f armii^ in Benton county, this state ; Roy E., a resident 
of Btlchanan county, Iowa; Zepha E., who is the wife of J. W. Morrison, a 
farmer of Cedar township, this county ; and Alice, who is the wife of Robert 
Kerr, living in Lincoln township, this coimty. 

Jacob F. lluppert was three years of age when his parents removed to Ben- 
ton county, Iowa, and was there reared and educated. He remained at home 
wittl he had attained his majority and subsequently cultivated rented land for 
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six years, on the expiration of which period he purchased a farm ot two hundred 
and twelve acres in Emmet county, Iowa. He operated the place for four years 
and then lost everything because of crop failure and the attendant hard times. 
Returning to Benton county, he there continued farming for a year and at the 
end of that time came to Bkick Hawk county, operating the Hood farm for three 
years. Subsequently he spent a year farming in Orange township, this county, 
and then rented the Minnie Cripper farm on section 30, Cedar township, which 
he has operated coniiimously and successfully for the past twelve years. lie 
owns two hundred and twcnty-thrtc acrc» of land in Missouri and is widely 
recognized as one of the enterprising and substantial citizens of his adopted 
county. In amnection with the cultivation of cereab he devotes considerable 
attention to live stock, keeping high grade shorthorn and Angus cattle, Doroc 
Jersey and Chester White hogs and fourteen head of Percheron horses. 

Mr. Iluppert is a republican in his political views and has recently hcen 
elected trustee of Cedar township, ably scrvnng in that position at the present 
time. Tie had been previously chosen tor township ofiiceii hut did not qualify. 
His religious laith is that of the Presbyterian church, the teachings of which 
he exemplifies in his daily life, and in his hmne community he enjoys that warm 
personal friendship and kindly esteem which are always given in recognition of 
genuine worth in the individuaL 



E. L. STOVER. 

£. L. Stover, secretary of the Dart Motor Truck Company of Watertoo, in 

which city he has maintained his home through the past decade, was bom in 
Hamilton county, Iowa, in 1883, a son of Joseph A. Stover, who for thirty-three 
years was a resident of Hamilton county and there passed away in 1910, at 
which time he was auditor of the county. He always took an active interest 
in politics and held various local offices, the duties of which he discharged with 
credit to hinisdf and satisfaction to his constituents. Early in life he devoted 
his time and energies to farming and later was for a number of years engaged 
in die hardware and implement business at Blairsburg, Hamilton county. He 
was afterward called to public office and at the time of his death the cotmty lost 
one of its trustwoi thy oHu-ials and representative citizens. ITc had been a resi- 
dent of Illinois before removing to Iowa. His widow, who bore the maiden 
name of Bertha U. Smith, survives and now makes her home in Waterloo. They 
were the parents of E. L. Stover. 

The last named passed tiie days of his boyhood and youth in his native county 
and the public-school ^stem of that county afforded him his early educati<Mial 
privileges, which were supplemented, however, by an opportunity to attend 
Drake University' — an opportunity that he caj^erly eml)raced. For three years 
he engaged in tcachins.,' school in his native county and lor two year.s engaged 
in the art of photography. At the end of that time he accepted a position in 
the oftice of the Litchfield Manufacturing Company of Waterloo, Iowa, with 
whom he remained for six years. He afterward spent one year in Omaha and 
then returned to Waterloo, at which time he became connected with the Dart 
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Manufacturing Company as vice president and secretary. In lOM that company 
was succeeded by the Uari Motor Truck Company, which wds incorporated with 
a capital stock of six hundred thousand dollars, much of which has been paid 
up. The present officers of the company are: C. W. Hellen, president; C. C. 
Wolf, of P^rkersburg, treasurer; and E. L. Stover, secretary. In this connec- 
tion Mr. Stover is bending his energies to administrative direction and executive 
control. He is thoroughly familiar with every phase of tlic 1)ti<;incss and is thus 
qualified to direct the interests of the company, which today i> conducting an 
extensive and growing cntcriirisc. Us ramifying trade connections already cover- 
ing a wide territory. Its shii)ments are increasing continuously and the business 
is now one of the profitable productive industries of Waterloo. 

In. 1905 Mr. Stover was united in marriage to Miss Ruby L. De France, of 
Hamilton county, and they have become parents of three children. Claire D., 
Kvelyn C. and Lois A. Mr. Stover is connected with the Knighfs of Pythias, 
the Knights of the Maccabees, the Conmiercial Club and Board of Trade, and 
the Town CHcrs Cluh. These membership relations, as well as his business 
connections, have made him widely known in Waterloo and his salieni cimracier- 
istics are such as have gained for htm the warm regard and good-will of all with 
whom he has been brought in contact 



CLINTON G. HOLDEN. 

The life record of Clinton G. Holden may well be an inspiration to others, 
for it indicates what may be accomplished when laudable ambition points out 
the way and energy and determination constitute the salient featum of an active 
career. Mr. Holden is the vice president of the Horton-Holden Hotel Com- 
pany and is the manager of the Russell T.amson Hotel, one of the finest hotels 
not only in the state but in the entire country His residence in \\'aterloo covers 
only a year and a half, but this space ot time has been sufficient to establish him 
in the public regard as a progressive business man. 

A native of £rie, Pennsylvania, he was bom in 1873 and was reared in that 
state, its pubHc-sdiooI S3rstem affording him his educational privileges. He has 
been connected with hotel life for nearly a quarter of a century. He made his 
initial step ii^ th-it direction at the l\eed House of Erie, and afterward became 
connected wnh the Palace Motel at North East, Pennsylvania. lie then had 
twenty years" experience in connection with club management, bcini; for four 
years manager of the University Club of Cleveland, Ohio, and for three and a 
half years secretary of the Union Club of that city. On the exjnration of that 
period he resigned his position and went to Chicago to become manager of the 
University Club of the latter city. He remained in timt capacity for five and a 
half years and then accepted the position of manager of the Russell Lamson 
Hotel of Waterloo. He has now directed its interests for a year and a half and 
has made it one of the most pojnilar hostelries in the st.ite. Metliods employed 
in the largest and linest city hostelries are here utilized for the comfort of the 
guests and the Russell Lamson Hotel would be a credit to a city many times the 
size of Waterloo. Mr. Holden is also interested in several other business under- 
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takings, being now the vice president of ihc Mcintosh Ranch & Orchard of 
Derby, Montana ; president of tiie Ellts Drug Company of Waterloo ; and presi- 
dent of the Iowa Hotel Keepers Association. His life has been an active one 
fraught with good results, and his business affairs have met with merited reward. 

Mr. Molden has attained high rank in Masonry, having reached the thirty- 
se<Tin(l (if^Tfe of the York Kite. \\c was vcrv prominent in Masonic circles in 
Clc\ I'iaiul and he was a iiicinl)cr of ihv Mystic Shrine, lie hkewi^c has mctn- 
bership with the Elks; is a member oi liie Chamber of Commerce, of the Water- 
loo Gttb and the Commercial Chab and Board of Trade* of Waterloo; the Chi- 
cago Athletic Club, Chicago; and the Masonic Club of Geveland. He was 
eagerly welcomed into membership in the Waterloo organizations, for his fame 
as a progressive, entcri)rising man had preceded him. Moreover, it took but a 
brief time to convince his fellow townsmen of his worth and ability and to recop- 
nize the fad tliat he is the possessor of many well developed and valuable ideas 
having to do with business progress and with the ui)building of his city. 



DAVID M. MITCHELL. 

Uavid M. Mitchell is among those who at the time of the Livil war volun- 
teered to fight for his country and aid in the preservation of the Union. He is 
now residing in La Porte City and has an interest in a number of local com- 
mercial and industrial concerns. He was bom in Maine, in December, 1S45. > 
son of Otis and Mehetabel (Preble) Mitchell, both likewise natives of the Pine 
Tree state. The father, who was a painter and decorator by trade, removed 
from Maine to .Springfield, Illinois, at an early date in the history nf the Prairie 
state, and later went to Mendota, Illinois, thence to Ottawa, that .stale, and sub- 
se(|ucntly to Manchester, Iowa. He resided there mitil [855 and then came to 
La Porte City, which remained his home until his deatli, which occurred in 1888 
when he was eighty-one years of age. His wife died in 1872. 

David M. Mitchell remained at home with his parents and gained a good 
education by attending the public schools. He completed the course offered in 
La Porte City and was just ready to enter college when war was declared. The 
need of the natioi? dwarfed all private interests and in 1862 he enlisted in the 
Kighteenth Iowa Infantry On the dishandnient of that orc^anization after three 
months he reeniisted, becoming a member of Company D, Thirty-first Ion;; 
Infantry. He served for three years with the tatter command and participated 
in many hard fought engagements, including the siege of Vicksburg and the 
battle of Lookout Mountain. Being exposed to all kinds of weather brought on 
a bone disease which has afflicted him since 1874. After being mustered out at 
Davenport in ^f^C>^ he retinned to La Voric City and worked at painting and 
decorating, as he had learned that trade from his father. However, after .1 
few years he was compelled to give up an active life and since 1874 has been on 
crutches. Since 1874 he has resided at La Porte City and has just erected a fine 
modem home at the cost of eight thousand dollars. He also owns considerable 
other property here and is a stockholder in the Union State Bank and a stock- 
holder and director in the Syndicate block of La Porte City. 
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Mr. Mitchell was married iu i8<_hS to Miss Lucy Edsil, a daughter of Miller 
and Mary (Bailey) Edsil, natives ol Ohio who came to La Porte City In 1865. 
Her father was a man of cotiaderable wealtfi and had practically retired at the 
time of his arrival here. He served as justice of the peace in La Porte City for 
many years and was v 11 I nown. On the 30th of October, 1883, he passed to 
his reward, having survived his wife for two years, her demise occurring on 
the 9th of May, 1881. Mrs. Mitchell was an invalid for many years and her 
demise occurred in 1899. liy her inarriaee to otir sulijeci she iK'caine the mother 
of one child, Maude, who died on ilic -^-'d ui March, 1869. On the i8th of 
September, 1904, Mr. Mitchell married Miss Mary J. Krebs. a daughter of 
Martin and Mary C. (Rdchard) Krebs, natives of New York and Germany, 
respectively. Mr. Krebs, who was a farmer, came to Klack Hawk county at an 
early day and was an enterprising and successful agriculturist until 1899, when 
he retired and removed to La Porte City, where he and his wife now reside, 

Mr. Mitchell is a Presbyterian in his religious affiliation and politically sup- 
jjoris the republican jiarly. He has always taken a great interest in the affairs 
of the Grand Army of the Republic and organized M, F. Thompson Post, No. 
187, of La Porte City. He still holds his membership therein and greatly en* 
joys the association with his old comrades thus made possible. In the many 
years of peace that have intervened since the close of the Civil war he has 
demonstrated thai his patriotism has not lessened anci his |)nt)lic si)irited, upright 
life has been an exanijje of the service that men can render their country in 
times when there is no special stress or peril. 



W. H. BICKLEY. M. D. 

1> \\ . H. r.ickley, a successful practitioner of medicine and surt^<T\ in 
W aterloo, his native city, wa* born in 1H76, a ^on of E. G. Hickley. a well known 
resident ol Orange township, lUack Hawk county. His birth occurred in Mcy- 
ersdalc, Pennsylvania, and with his parents he came to Iowa in 1861, the family 
home being established in Orange township. He was a son of E..K. Bickley, 
who first came to Black Hawk county in 1855 and entered considerable land for 
himself and friends. At that time there were no railroads in this section of the 
state and they had to drive across the country from Chicapjo. The I'.ickleys were 
fanning people nnrl K. K. Bickley was also a bishop of the Ounkard church in 
its pioneer days, G. Bickley was larj^ely reared upon the frontier and shared 
with the family in the hardships and privations which fell to the lot of the 
frontier settlers. It was in this county that he was united in marriage to Miss 
ArabeHe Shrock, who died in 1901. There were but two children in the family, 
the daughter ]n'm^ Alice Bickley. 

The son. Dr. W. H. Bickley, was reared upon the home farm with the usual 
experiences that fall to the lot of the country-bred boy. He worked in the 
fields throufjh the summer months and in the winter seasons attended the district 
schools for some time, but aiicrward entered the high school of West Waterloo, 
from which he was graduated with the class of 1894. During that period he 
continued to live upon the farm, driving four miles to and from school. He 
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afterward took up the profession of teaching, which tie followed until 1896, 
but regarded that merely as an initial step to other professional labor. It was 

his desire to prepare for the practice of medicine and surgery and with that end 
in view he became a student in the medical department of the State University 
o£ Iowa, in which lie pursued his studies for two years. He next entered the 
\cw York Honicui>aihic Mediial C ollege and Hospital, from which he \va. 
graduated in KjOO. He spent the succeeding year as an interne in the Metropoli- 
tan Hospital of New York on Blackwell's Island and gained broad knowlet^c 
and experience such as comes only from hospital practice. The following year 
was spent in travel throughout the Ignited States, at the end of which time he 
returned to Waterloo, where he has since been located. In 19 12 he went al>road 
and attended clinics in Berlin, Vienna and London and he also traveled exten- 
sively over the European continent. He had the f»pportnnity of studying liie 
methods of some of the most eminent physicians and surgeons of the old world 
and his ability was greatly augmented by the knowledge which he gained in 
attendance at die European dtnics. Upon his return he resumed the private 
practice of his profession and is today accounted one of its foremost representa- 
tives in Waterloo. A liberal practice is accorded him and his efforts have beet) 
attended with substantial success. He furthers his knowlcdpfc through his menr- 
bcrship in the Waterloo, Hlack llawk Louiity, Iowa State, Austin Flint and 
Cedar Valley Medical Societies and in the American Medical Association and 
moreover he is a felbw of the American College of Surgeons. He has been 
honored with the presidency of the Watertoo Medical Society, a fact which 
indicates his high standing among his professional brethren in the city in which 
he makes his home. 

In 1902 Dr. Ilickley was united in marriage In Miss Bculah \'ick, of St. 
Louis, a great granddaughter of Newelt Vick, who was the founder of Vicks- 
burg, Mississippi. Dr. and Mrs. Bickley have one child, Ivohert Crippen. The 
parents hold membership in the I'irst Brethren church and Dr. Bickley also be- 
longs to the Masonic fraternity, in which he has attained the Knights iemplar 
degree, to the Knights of Pythias and to the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks. He is a representative of one of the oldest pioneer families of the county, 
represented here through sixty years, and the work for material and moral 
progress instituted by his grandfather and continued by his father is being stil? 
further carried on by him. He is a public-spirited and progressive citizen, as 
well as an able physician and surgeon and has won for himself a most creditable 
place in public regard. 



* CLINTON P. SHOCKLEY. 

Clinton i'. Shocklcy is a leading architect of W aterloo and many of the line 
structures erected in this dty in recent y^rs stand as monuments to his profes- 
sional skill and ability. Iowa claims htm as a native son, his birth having oc- 
curred in Vinton in 1880. There he remained through the period of his muiority 
and he supplemented the knowledge gained in the grammar schools by a course 
in the high school of Vinton. He then went to Chicago, where he entered the 
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Annour Institute of Technology and was graduated from that institution in 
19104. He then returned to Iowa» settling at Waterloo, where he has since made 

his home, covering a i>erio<l of more than ten years. His natural ability was 
developed through his study and he is continually tmiadening his knowledge 
through the reading of architect'"^ joumals. through experience and investigation. 
He had engaged in his profession for oiil\ a brief period when his skill and 
talent were recognized, gaining for hnn a liberal and growing patronage, lie 
has been the architect of the Manual Training high school, the Walnut Street 
Baptist diurch and the James Black building; one of the largest buildings in the 
state» in which he has offices on the seventh floor. He and Mr. Oeveland were 
associated in making the plans for the Iowa building for the Panama- Pacific 
Fxpnsition t(j be held in San I'ranciscn in 1915. Going to that city, Mr. Shock- 
ley there completed the plans and the result is one of the finest state buildings 
which will be seen upon tlie grounds of that exposition. He has been tlie arehi- 
tect and builder of numerous commercial houses and fine residences, including 
the palatial home of H. L. Litchfield, on Logan avenue, and the homes of Dr. 
Small, Samuel Pinkerton and Fred L. Worthey. While architecture is his chief 
business, Mr. Shockley is also connected with other interests and enterprises, 
and the scope of his activities covers a broad range. 

In 1909 Mr. Shockley was united in marriage to ^^t<< Jennette L. Redfern. 
of Galena. Illinois, ruid they have f)ne child, Pauline Red fern. Mr. Shockley 
belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, the Knights ot l*ythias, the 
Commercial Club and Board of Trade and the Iowa Chapter, .\merican Institute 
of Architects. In his hours of leisure he is invariably a most congenial and 
companionable gentleman.' In business connections he is alert and energetic, 
and wide study and experience have brought him to a position amon^' the lead- 
in;:^ architects of the stnte. He has learned to wisely use his time and improve 
his npportiuiities and has based his advancement upon an intimate, accurate 
kiKJwIedfje of the great si ientitic principles which underlie his chosen life work, 
as well as of the practical phases of the business. 



LILLIE A. ARNETT, M. D. 

Dr Lillie A. Arnett, successfully engaged in the i>ractice oi medieine in 
Cedar l alls, her duties in this connection being discharged with a high sense of 
conscientious obligation, is a native of W^hitesidc county, Illinois, and a daughter 
of Phillip Somers and Elizabeth (Wagner) Arnett. The father is also a native 
of Whiteside county but the mother's birUi occurred in Germany. Mr. Arnett 
has ever made farming his life work and has spent his entire life in Whiteside 
county, living yet upon the old homestead upon which he was born and which 
his father had purchased from the cruvernment in pioneer times. As the years 
have passed on he has bent his etlorts to the further development and improve- 
ment of the property, but at the time of the Civil war put aside all business and 
personal considerations and |oined the army as a meniber of the Ninth Illhiois 
Csvalty, with which he enlisted as a private of Company F in 1864. He was 
mistered out the following year and then returned to the old homestead, which 



Digitized by Google 



162 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



has since been his place o£ residence. He has lived to. witness many chaises in 
the ocninty of his nativity and has always borne his part in the work of advance- 
ment and improvement To him and his wife were bom ten children, two of 

whom are deceased. 

Dr. Arnctt was the third in order of birth, .'\ftcr attending the country 
slIiooIs .she continued her education in the schools ol Geneseo. Illinois, and 
later entered the State University of iowa at Iowa City, becoming a student jn 
the r^lar department of medicine. She has since done post-graduate work in 
Chicago and has always kept in touch with the advanced thought of the profes- 
sion. She was graduated at Iowa City with the class of 1904 and the same year 
began practice in Cedar Falls. After a few months, however, she returned to 
Whiteside county. Illinois, where she followed her i>rofession for about three 
years. The succeeding year was spent in study and in rest, after which she 
located for practice at Nemaha, Iowa. .Vitcr a short time, however, she went 
to Chicago, where she took up post-graduate woiic and in 1910 she came to 
Cedar Falls, where she has since remained. She oontmues in the general prac- 
tice of medicine and has been accorded a large and growing patronage. She 
devotes her entire time to her prof^sional duties and her work has been attended 
with a substantial measure of success. She is now a member and secretary of 
the Cedar Falls Medical Society and at one time was i)resident of that organiza- 
tion. She belongs also to the iilack Hawk County Medical Society, the Iowa 
State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. 

Dr. Amett holds membership in the Eastern Star. She is also connected with 
the Woman's Gub and is much interested in vital civic questions. She was one 
of the fifteen women who helped to incorporate the Hemenway playgrcutnd in 
Cedar Falls and she has done much for the benefit and interests of the pnhlic 
along various lines. Ilcr religious faith is that of the Congregational church and 
as one of its members she takes an active and helpful interest in its various 
phases of work. 



CORTLANDT FIELD FOWLER. 

Cortlandt Field Fowler is the president of the Fowler Company, wholesale 
grocers of Waterloo, and is practically the father of the wholesale interests of 

the city in that he was the pioneer in the establishment of wholesale enterprises 
here. He has long been recmimized as a man of progressive spirit and his initiative 
has been a strong and forceful element in the success of various business con- 
cerns with which he is connected as an oliicer or director. Opportunity tauntingly 
plays before the dreamer, but succumbs to the efforts of tfi^ detenninedt ener- 
getic man, yielding its fruits to those who will brook no obstacles. It has been 
throng the ready recognition and wise use of his opportunities that Cortlandt 
F. Fowler has advanced to the position of prominence which he now occupies 
in commercial circles of central Iowa. He dates his residence in Waterloo from 
1869 and in all the intervening years has been a factor in the upbuilding ai»d 
progress of the city as well as in the advancement of his individual interests. 
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A native of Xeu York, Mr. Fowler was bom at East Henrietta, Monroe 
county, on the 9th of June, 1845, his parents being Vincent and Rebecca Fowler. 
He b^an his education in the sdiools of Hindcleyville and Adams Basin and 
afterward attended the Parma Institute of Parma, New York, where the family 
lived. His father was a miller by trade and followed that pursuit in various 
places, his last mill hein^ at Tlinckleyville, a mile north of Adams Basin. N^ew 
York. He £ollowc<i milling from boyhood until 1857. when he removed to a 
farm on the noted Kidgc road, thirteen miles west of Rochester and two miles 
west of Pamia Comers. There he remained for a quarter of a centuty, until 
he removed in the 'Sos to Spenoerport, New York, where his death occurred in 
191 1, at the advanced age of ninety-one. 

While the family resided on the farm Cortlandt F. Fowler attended an 
academy through the winter months, while the summer seasons were devoted to 
the work of the liolds. When about seventeen years of age he embarked upon 
his first commercial venture, whicli was in shipping fruit to Boston and later 
down the Hudson river, and although but a youth in y^rs he proved his capabil- 
as a factor in business circles by the competent and able manner in whidi he 
managed his affairs. He was twenty-three years of age when, in 1868, he came 
to tile west, settling in Waterloo, where he became interested in the nursery busi- 
ness with A. T, Lane, thereby becominfjf a partner in the finn of Lane & Fowler. 
In Augitst of the same year he returned to his old home at Parma, New York, 
and there in April, 1869, was united in marriage to Miss Delphene M. Aniadon. 

The wedding journey of the young couple consisted of a trip to Waterloo and 
from that time forward Mr. Fowler has been closely and prominently associated 
with the business interests and development of the city. His initial step toward 
the wholesale grocery trade was of a most b.UmblCv.character — the sale of a few 
iKirrcls of vinegar shipped from his old liome town! Gradually he worked into 
the wholesale grocery business and today i> })rcsidenl of the Fowler Company, 
which controls a business representing an nnestmcnt in the building and stock 
of more than ihree hundred thousand dollars. He had uindc considerable progress 
along business lines in Waterloo when his infant son, Martin Vincent» passed away 
at the age of six months. It is said that troubles never come singly and so it 
seemed with Mr. Fowlcr, for on the 15th of April, 1872, his wife passed away. 
Leaving his business affairs in tlie care of his brother, George V. Fowler, C. F. 
Fowler returned to his old home in New \ ork. where part of the summer season 
was pa-^sed in a much needed rest. In the fall of that year he again took up his 
abode in Waterloo and has since been at the head of the wholesale grocery firm, 
tbc business of whidi has developed year by year until it is one of the most im- 
portant commercial enterprises of the state. His trade interests and connections 
have constaiUly broadened and the business today extends Over a wide territory. 

Mr. Fowler has ever been the guiding spirit in this enterpri.se and in demon- 
strating the fact that a wholesale grocery house could be successfully maintained 
and developed at Waterloo his career became an example for others until this 
city is today an important wholesale center. Aside from his interests in that 
business Mr. Fowler is a director of the Waterloo & Cedar Falls Union Mills 
Company, a director of the First National Bank of Waterloo, a director of the 
Waterloo Canning Company and is financially or officially interested in various 
•»thcr business concerns which figure prominently in the upbuilding, prepress and 

V««. Il-i 
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developmoit of the city. He has made extensive and judicious investments in real 
estate and is now interested in four business* blodcs on Lafayette street between 

Fourth and Fifth streets. 

On the 26th of Febniarv !88o, was celebrated the marriaj^e of Mr. Fowler and 
Miss Julia Clark, the daughter of a prominent fanner of Brockport. New York. 
After a happy married life of nineteen years Mrs. Fowler passed away March 13, 
1899, her death resulting from an operation performed in St. Lake's Hospital. 
Chicago. 

There is no resident of this city who has taken a deeper or more sincere in- 
terest in its upbuilding and development Whenever a project has been promul- 
gated for the benefit of the city it has received his hearty cooperation and support. 
He was largely instrumental in (leveloping" the excellent park system of Waterloo, 
serving for an extended period as a meml>er of the park commission board, of 
which he was chaiiman for six or eight years. He is a memlier of Grace Metho- 
dist Episcopal chiirdi, and he is serving on the official board. He was largely 
instnmiental in securing the erection of the new church, which is one of the 
finest church edifices of the state, and he was the largest contributor to the building 
fund. He is a member of the Connnercial Club and Roard of Trade. His activi- 
ties have touched the general iincrcsts of society in many ways and always to 
the benefit and advancement of the community. In manner he is plea.'^aiU, genial 
and courteous and he is known as a most diaritable man, giving generously to 
those in need and to benevolent institutions. His personal diaracteristics have 
wou him high rqiard and there is no more popular or valued citizen in all Black 
Hawk county tfuin Cortlandt F. Fowler. Moreover, his life record may well 
serve as a source of inspimtioti atid encouragement to others, showing what may 
be accomplished when tliere is th ' will to dare and to do and standing as in- 
controvertible proof of the fact thai success and an honored name may i)e won 
simultaneously. 



J. O. KNOX. 

J, O. Kno.x is the president and manager of the Waterloo Register Luinpaii) 
and has other commercial connections that entitle him to rank with the leading 
business men of the city. He is a native son of Waterloo, bom in 1H78. His 
father. Dr. O. S. Knox, came to Black Hawk county about tS66 and engaged in 

the practice of medicine here for a number of years, being an active representa- 
tive of the profession until liis death. Tfis wife bore the maiden name of .Agnes 
Manson and to them were horn two children, R. M. and J. O., twins. The former 
is now manager of the Iowa Spreader & Mngine Company of Waterloo 

The two boys were reared and educated in Waterloo, attending the public 
schools and afterward becoming students in the Shattuck Military Academy at 
Faribault, Minnesota. J. O. Knox made his initial step in tfie business world as 
an employe of the Waterloo Saddlery Company and was actively connected with 
that business for nine or ten years. He purchased stock in the enterprise and 
is still financially interested, but in KP4 he directed his energies toward the 
upbuilding of the Waterloo Register Company, of which he has since been the 
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president and manager, witli I-. J. Eighimy as set-retary and treasurer aiul \V. 
L. Carter as vice president and superintendent of the plant. They engage in 
the manufacture of regi^iers, furnaces and furnace supplies and their business 
has now reached extensive and gratifyii^ proportions. Their factory comprises 
three buildings at Nos. 110112 Rath street and they employ from twenty to 
twenty-five workmen. Mr. Knox is also interested in the Iowa Spreader & 
Engine Company. The procrressive jK>h'cy which he has instituted in the con- 
duct of his tnifines'? has proven snl)stantially resultant. Hxcellence of work- 
manship and durability are characteristics of the output and lionorable business 
methods have won for the house an enviable reputation. 

In 1903 Mr. Knox was united in marriage to Miss Florence Gay» of Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, and they have a son, John Clay. Mr. Knox holds membership in 
the Commercial Club and Board of Trade and he belongs also to the Masonic 
lodge and the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, exemplifying in his life the 
beneficent spirit on which those orj^anizations rest, lie is well known \\\ Water- 
loo, where his entire life has been passed, and he has made for hnnsclt a credit- 
able position in business circles. He had no special advantages at the outset of 
his career but he recognized the fact that industry and energy are a sure founda- 
tion upon which to build advancement and he has ever employed those qualities 
in the attainment of success and the creditable i)osition in business circles which 
is now accorded him by the consensus of public opinion. 



L. D. MILLER. 

L. D. Miller is the secretary and treasurer of the Crystal Ice & Fuel Com- 
pany and as such occupies a creditable position in the business circles of Water- 
loo, in which city he has made his home for a quarter of a century. Attractive 
t;er.s(.iii;il (]ualilies as well as business enterprise have made him widely and 
favorably known and he has a large circle of warm friends here. For forty- 
six years he has Uved in Black Hawk omnty, being but an infant when his 
parents left their home in Cook county, Illinois, where he was bom, and brought 
their family to Blade Hawk county. He is a son of Christ and Elizabeth (Welter) 
Miller, who arrived in this section of the state in 1867, after which the father 
was for many years actively engaged in business at Gilbertvillc, where he passed 
away several years ajjo. His wife died about live or si.\ years ago. 

L. D. Miller was reared at Gilbertvillc and was employed in his lather s 
irtore until about twenty years of age, when he came to Waterloo and entered 
the employ of the Smith, Lichty & Hilknan Company, wholesale grocers^ with 
whom he was connected for about twenty years. He entered their employ as 
driver of one of the wagons, later was advanced to the position of shipping clerk, 
and in i8<;3 went upon the road as travcliniGf representative of the house. From 
the hej.,nnnin^^ he thoroughly mastered every task assigned to him and thus de- 
vcloi)ed the j>ower and ability to meet the increased responsibilities which came 
with promotion. He remained with the firm tmtil 1906 and then after twenty 
years' connection with tiie house resigned, to the deep regret of his employers. 
He was, however, ambitious to engage in business on his own account and hav- 
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ing been, in 1901, one of the organizers ol the \\ aierloo Ice & Fuel Company, 
he in iyo(j, in connection with J. F. Simpson, bouglii out the interests ot tlie 
otii«r stodcholders in the concern. The btisiness had been reoiiganized the pre- 
vious year under the name of the Crystal Ice & Fuel Company and since 1907 
Mr. Miller has been the secretary and treasurer. This business now lias a 
liberal patronage, its annual sales of both ice and fuel reaching a creditable and 
gratifying figure. Aside from his interests therein Mr. Miller is a stockholder 
in the Conunercial National Bank of Waterloo. 

On the 7th of June. 1893, Mr. Miller was united in marriage 10 Miss Helena 
Weber, of Fox township, Black Hawk county, and th^ have become die parents 
of three children: Roger who is a student in St. Mary's College at St. 
Marys, Kansas; and Celeste and Evelyn, both at home. 

Mr. Miller and his family arc communicants of St. Joseph's Roman Gttholic 
church and he liold- iiKnil)Lr>hip in ihe Knights of Columbus, the Foresters and 
the I lk<. Dtlij^ence and determination have been the basic elements in his busi- 
ness career, winning for him the success which he now enjoys. Practically hi» 
entire life has been spent in Black Hawk county, where he is well known, and 
the twenty-five years of his residence in Waterloo have established him as a 
resourceful, enterprisii^ and fq>resentative business man. 



THURMAN D. TEETER. 

Thurman D. Teeter, a worthy native son, enterprising citizen and rq>resen' 
tative agriculturist of Black Hawk county, now owns and operates an excelleiit 
farm embracing one hundred and sixty-eight acres on section 17. ?[)ring Creek 
township. His birth occurred in that township on the 21st of January, if^'-'. 
his parents being l>iniel and Emaline f Clark) Teeter. Ix)th of whom were 
natives of Bedford county. reiiii>yK ania They came to Iowa in l^^2 and the 
father taught school in the southern part oi the slate until the ioUowmg year, 
when he' took up his abode in Black Hawk county, entering and imfMroving a 
quarter section of land in Spring Creek township, the cultivation of which 
claimed his attention throughout the remainder of his life. His demise, which 
occurred January 13, 1903, was the occasion of deep and widespread regret, for 
he had won an extensive circle of warm friends throughout the commuiiit\ which 
was his home for a half century. His widow, who is now eighty-three years oi 
age and resides in Waterloo, also enjoys an extensive and favorable acquaintance 
here. 

Thurman D. Teeter was reared and educated in this county and remained 
under the parental roof until twenty-two years of age, when he began working a& 
a farm hand for others. Sul)se([uenily he cultivated rented land for five yars 
and on the expiration of that period purchased property which he later sold, 
then buying another farm of which he also disi>nsed. The place on which he 
now resides is the third farm which has been in his possession and embrace 
one hundred and sixty-eight acres on section 17. .Spring Creek township, which 
he has operated continuously for the past thirteen years and has brot^;ht undffC 
a high state of cultivation and improvement. He likewise owns land in North 
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Dakota and is a stockholder in the Farmers Savings Rank of L<-i I'orte City and 
the Farmers Western Land Company of Waterloo. His interests have been 
carefully directed and he has long enjoyed an enviable reputation as one of 
the prosperous and rqjresentative citizens of his native county. 

On the 5th of March, 1886, Mr. Teeter was united in marriage to Miss 
Jennie Broad, a daughter of James and Polly (Wdls) Broad, who were natives 
of Kentucky and Ohio respectively. They took up their abode among the 
pioneer settlers of liiack Hawk county in the "(los ami lure the father carried 
on farming and blacksmithing until his tlemise in iiS<yi. 1 he mother survives 
and makes her home in Spring Creek township. Mr. and Mrs. Teeter are the 
parents of two children: Ray E., who is twenty -six years of age and foltows 
farming in Spring Creek township; and Glenn C, who is twenty years old and 
resides at home. 

Mr. Teeter gives his political allegiance to the democracy and for ten years 
has ably served in the capacity of assessor, still holding that office at the present 
time. He has also acted as secretary of the school lx)ard for the past eighteen 
years and was elected county supervisor from the fifth district November 3, 
1914. liis religious faith is that oi tlie Christian church, the teachings ot which 
he exemplifies m his daily life. He has remained a resident of Black Hawk 
county from his birth to the present time and in its progress takes an active 
interest, giving his hearty support from time to time to movements for the gen- 
eral welfare, and personally he has always commanded and held the confidence 
and high regard of all who are associated with him. 



R. C. SINNARD. 

The name of Sinnard Brothers is respected as a standard for enterprise and 
progressiveness in connection with the retail grocery trade of Waterloo, for this 
firm, of which R. (". Sinnard is one of the ])artners. controls the leading stores 
of the kind in the city. They liave two esial)lishment>, one at No. 320 East 
Fourth street and the other at 210 W est Fourth street. For fourteen years K. 
C. Sinnard has been a resident of Waterloo and is today accounted one of its 
foremost merchants, a position to which he has attained through his own efforts 
and ability. 

Iowa, however, claims htm as a native son, his birth having occurred in 

Wapello county in 1877. He was reared m the place of his nativity and is in- 
debted tn the ]mhlie-school system for the educational advantages which he en- 
joyed. On leavinj^ Wapello connty he came to Waterloo and lur nine years was 
employed in the grocery store oi Charles Eighmey, during which period he 
gained comprehensive knowledge of every phase of the business and gradually 
worked his way upward, enjoying the full confidence of his employer. He was 
ambitious, however, to engage in business on his own account and during that 
period he carefully saved his earnings until his industry and economical expendi- 
ture had broufjht him ^ulTicient capital to enable him to embark in business on 
his own account. He jomed his brother, L. I'. Sinnard, in organizing the prescjit 
firm of Sinnard Brothers and they opened a grocery store on East Fifth street, 
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where ihcy rcnuined until July, 1913, when they removed to 320 East Fourili 
street. Success attended the venture from the b^inning and in 1912 they 
established a second store on West Fourth street They now control one of the 
most extensive retail grocery trades of Waterloo. They carry everything tiiat 
can be included in a line of staple and fancy groceries and t!ic neat and attrac- 
tive arranpjement of tht-ir establislinicnts, their thoroufjhiy reliable business 
methods and earnt-ht eftorts to jdease their patrons have secured tf) them a con- 
stantly growing trade. Mr. Sinnard is a member of the Retail Merchants Asmj- 
ciation and cooperates in all its plans for the promotion of business conditions. 

In November, 1904, Mr. Sinnard was united in marriage to Miss Jessie M. 
Gr^, of Cedar Falls, by whom he has two children, Edythe Doris and Royal 
C. Mr. Sinnard is well known in the ranks of tlic Knights of Pythias and the 
Yeomen. He also belongs to the Commercial Club and Board of Trade and to 
the Town Criers Club. He has mntle for himself a creditable place and name 
in the business circles of Waterloo. He early realized that if one would win 
success, they must be willing to pay the price of self-sacrihcing effort, of in- 
defatigable energy and close application. He has wisely employed these quali- 
ties and ranks today among the foremost retail merdiants.of the dty. He 
possesses, too, those personal traits of character which win friendship and re- 
gard, and goodwill is entertained for him by all with whom he has come in 
contact. 



MORTIMER B. CLE\ EL.\XD. 



Morluntr li. L icvciand, a well known and successful architect of Waterloo, 
although his practice comes to him from a wide tcrritor>', was bom in Osage, 
Iowa, on the 19th of November, 1882, a son of Byron M. and Lucia B. (Bum- 
ham) Geveland, the former bom in Wisconsin in 1859 and the latter in Massa- 
chusetts, in 1863. The father engaged in business as a traveling salesman for 
twenty-seven years. W hen a young man he came to Iowa, settling in Waterloo, 
where his remainint,'' day^ were passed, his death occuri inj,' on the 6th of Febru- 
ary. 1012. Hi-- widow still roides in \\alerl(M). In tlicir family were Iwu 
children, the younger being Ruth 11., now the wiiv of S. J. Johnson, of Blue 
Harth, Minnesota. 

The elder, Mortimer B. Cleveland, has spent practically all of his life in 
Waterloo, acquiring a public-school education until he had completed the high- 
school course, after which* he entered Cornell College at Mount Venion. Iowa, 
and later the I'Tiiversity of Illinois, from which he holds degrees. He had made 
.a stndv 01 arclnlecluic and when !iis colKj^e days were over he opened an ofhce 
for tlie practice ot his profession and has since devtited his time and energies 
to his chosen calling and gradually has built up a large business, which has come 
to him from a broad territory. He is constantly studying along the line of his 
profession and experience and reading are bringing to him a large knowledge 
by which his patrons benefit. He maintains an office in the First National Bank 
building, having a fine suite of rooms on the third floor, and one conversing 
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vvitti hiiTi for but a few moments must recognize at once that bc has compre- 
hensive knowledge and abiHty in the held of his chosen calling. 

On the i8th of Sq)tember, 191 2, Mr. Qeveland was united in marris^e to 
Miss Edith M. Hunger, a native of Waterloo and a daughter of Nelson O. and 
Mary (Parmenter) Manger. The mother has now passed away, while the 
father is living retired in California. 

Mr. Cleveland's political allegiance is given to the democratic party and he 
keeps well informed on the questions and issues of the day but is not an aspirant 
for office He belongs to Waterloo I.fxl^^c, Xn. 2<fo, H. P. O, E., and to the 
Order of Moose. He is likewise a member of the Board of Trade. Along 
strictly professional lines his connections are with the Iowa Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects and with the Architectural League of America. 
A deep interest in and love for his profession combined with laudable ambition 
have been the stimulating forces that have brought him to his present enviable 
position as one of the foremost architects of northeastern Iowa. 
• 



W. W. SMITH. 

La Porte City is fortunate in having as its mayor \V. W. Smith, a man of 
undoubted administrative ability and of nnimpeachahle integrity. ITc is a native 
of thi' I-^inpirc state, horn in May, 1843, a son of Lsaac and Dollie (Canlicld) 
Smith, who were likewi«-e liorn in New York. The father removed witli Iiis 
family to Tama county, Iowa, in 1858 and made his home there through the 
remaining years of his life. He died in 1872, and his wife passed away in 1854 
while the family were still living hi New York. 

W. \V. Smith was reared uj)on the home farm and as soon as he was old 
enough b^an to help his father with the cultivation of the fields and the care 
of the live stock, and thus he gained a practical traininti that was of j^reat ad- 
vaiuatje to him later in life. \'or was his formal education neglected, as he 
aiicaded the common schools of the neighborhood. When eighteen years ot 
age his patriotic spirit was aroused by the news of the assault on Fort Sumter 
and the attenqit of the southern states to secede, and at the beginning of the 
war he enlisted in the Union army, beii% enrolled as a member of Company D, 
Thirty-first Iowa Volunteer Infantry. He served for three years and was under 
fire many times, taking part in n number of important enfi^njjcments. At the 
close of the war ho went to l?enton county. If»\va, and jnirchased eight) acres of 
land, which he improved and developed. He gradually increased his acreage 
until he became the owner of two hundred and eighty acres, which is still in his 
possession and which he operated until 1902. In that year he rented his land 
and removed to La Porte City, where he has since resided. He immediately 
tdentiiied himself with public affairs and the welfare of tilie community and is 
now serving his third term as mayor of the city, his record being indorsed by 
reelection. 

Tn December, iSdj. Mr. .Smith was united in marriage to Miss F.stella D. 
Marsh, who was a daughter of Jasper and Caroline (Davis) Marsh, both natives 
of Xew York. In i860 they removed to Tama county, Iowa, and the father 
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operated a farm there until his death, which occurred in 1868. His widow lived 
many years longer, dying in 1911. To Mr. and Mrs. Smith were bom five chil- 
dren: O. J., a resident of Dysart, Iowa; Carrie, the wife of M. M. Hill, of 
Hood River, Or^on; W, H., who is farming the homestead; Mary, who died 

in 1912; and George L., also a resident of Hood River, Oregon. After a year's 
ilhiess Mrs. Sniitli dit^d in 1884 and Mr. Smith was married to Mis> Louisa J. 
Johnson in April, To this union have been born two cliildrcn; Leota, 

the wife of W H. (.rove, of Montana; and Lloyd I., who is it Imine. 

Mr. Smith is a consistent member of the i'resbyicnan ciiurch and cooperates 
with all movements seeking the moral advancement of the community. He 
supports the republican party at the polls and is quite prominent in local political 
circles. He belongs to M. F. Thompson Post, No. 187, G. A. R., and fraternally 
holds membership in the Knights of Pythias and in the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen. Whether enj^aj^ed as an agriculturist or dcvotinp^ hi? time as a public 
official to the administration of the city government, he has invariably manifested 
the qualities ot energy, initiative and sound cnmnion sense. These characteristics 
have enabled him to gain success and to win the confidence of his fellownicn. 



ABRAHAM WILD. 

Abraham Wild is a dealer in himber, coal and building materials in Cedar 
Falls, his place of business at No. 1524 Main street being conducted under the 

name of the Wild Lumber Company He was born in Havana. German\ M u ch 
12. 1842, and in accordance with the laws of that country served in the army and 
participated in one of the war.s in which the fatherland has been engaged. He 
received his education there and when about thirty years of age, attracted by the 
op{>ortunities of the new world, crossed the Atlantic and settled in Cedar Falls, 
where he was first employed in a brick yard. He afterward worked for nine 
years in a lumber yard at Cedar Falls and this gave him the broad practical ex- 
perience which has served as a foundation upon which he has built his present 
success. .At the end of that time, or in 188^, he established a yard of his own on 
Fourth and State streets and operated it successfully until 1908. The following 
year he opened the yard which he is now conducting. 

Mr. Wild carries a laige line of building materiak and lumber and also enjoys 
a good trade as a coal dealer. His reliable business metfiods have been one of 
die stnmgest factors in his growing success. His business has now reached ex- 
tensive prqwrtions and his prosperity is well merited, for throu^out his business 
career to upbuild rather tfian to destroy has ever been his broad poliqr. He is, 
moreover, a stocldiolder in the Citizens Bank of Cedar Falls and in the broom 
factory, and is president of the Germania Building, Loan & Savings Association. 
He likewise owns a number of fine farms in variotis counties of Iowa an<l aUo 
in Minnesota and South Dakota, and in C edar Falls he owns business property, 
a fine residence and some vacant lots. His interests have constantly broadened 
and his energy and deterniinalion have enabled him to overcome all of the diffi- 
culties and obstacles in his path. 
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In ricrmaii}. ahout forty-two years ago, Mr. Wild was united in marriage to 
Miss Katrina W ild, who altliougli of the same name was not a relative, and thev 
came to tiie new world on their wedding journey. They arc the parents of tour 
children. Matilda A., who is a giaduate of the Normal Sdiool at C^r Falls 
and has taught school, is now a nurse in the Presbyterian Hospital. Anna R., a 
graduate of a business collie in Cedar Rapids, has taught school for one term and 
for fifteen years has been secretary of the Normal College at Cedar Falls. Fred 
Rirhanl II.. a graduate of the L'niversity of \cw York, is now n mechanical 
ciigiuccr of California. Harry 15., who was educated in a niihtary college of 
Kentucky, i.s now a lumberman of Los Angeles, California. The children were all 
provided with liberal educational opportunities and have become valued factors 
in the life of the different communities in whidi th^ reside. 

Mr. Wild votes with the republican party, which he has supported continuously 
since becoming a naturalized American citizen. He has never had occasion to 
regret his determination to COme to the new world. He was guided by a desire to 
'■mhracc the better business opportunities offered on this side of the Atlantic, nor 
'lui he have any false ideas that a fortune was to he had for the asking. He knew 
thai industry and determination must win success liere as elsewhere, hut at the 
time of his arrival competition was not so great. Gradually he has worked his 
way upward and is now controlling a profitable business which has won him rank 
with the substantial residents of his city. 



HENRY BECKER. 

Henry IkHker who is living in honomblc retirement at La F'orte City, de- 
voted his attention to general ap^ricultural j)ursuits throuijhout hi< active business 
career with excellent results. His birth occurred in eastern Pennsylvania on 
the 8th of May, 1838, his parents being John and Rebecca (Zimmerman) Meeker, 
who were likewise natives of the Keystone state. The father, who spent his 
entire life in Pennsylvania and followed farming throughout his active business 
career, passed away in 1874, while his wife died in that state in 1852. 

Henry Hccker was reared and educated in the state of his nativity and re- 
mained under the parental roof until twenty-five years of age. He then made 
his way to Will covuuy, Illinois, where he was lirst employed as a farm hand 
and subsequently rented a tract of land which he cultivated until 1871. In that 
year he came to Blade Hawk county and here operated a rented farm for two 
years, on the expiration of which period he purchased eighty acres of land in 
Bnice township, Benton county, Iowa, improving the fnroperty and there carry- 
ing on fanning for four years. His first wife died on that place and he was - 
married again, afterward removing to the two-hundred-acre farm of his second 
wife in Black Hawk county. He was actively engaged in the operation of that 
tract until 1890 and then retired with a comfortable competence, taking up his 
^bode in La Porte City, where he has made his home continuously since with 

exception of seven years spent in Arkansas. He owns a handsome residence 
*nd has erected and sold five houses in La Porte City. 
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In November, 1K65. Mr. Becker was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary A. 
Brown, her father being John Brown, who was one of the pioneer settlers 01 
Will county, Illinois. She passed away in 1875 and in July of the following year 
Mr. Becker was again married, his second union being with Mrs. Sarah E. Foulk, 
a daughter of John Reed, who was a pioneer settler of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Becker is a republican in his political views and has served as a member 
of the school board, the cause of education ever finding in him a stalwart cham- 
pion. His religious faith is indicated by his member- hip in the Church of Zion. 
while hi? wife is a Christian Scientist. His life has iiwii w 1 II spent, in harmony 
wilii his professions, and in every relation he has been honorable and upright, 
winning for himself the wann regard of his fellow citizens. 



GEORGE V. FOWLER. 

George \ l owlcr has been engaged in the grocery business in Waterloo 
through an extended period and his success is the legitimate outcome of close 
applicatkm, earnest purpose and honorable dealing. He was bom in Pittsford 
Monroe county, New York, Mardi 18, 1847, *^ ^ *on of Vincent and 

Rebecca A. (Field ) Fowler. The birthplace of both the father and mother was 
I'eekskill, upon the banks of the Hudson in the stale of New York. In early 
life Vincent F^owlcr learned and follow i <l the miller's trade. From Pittsford be 
removed to Hinckley. Xcw \'nrk. where he followed milling for live years ami 
then located on ii farm near .Spciicerport, New York, where he remained until 
his death, which occurred in 1911, having for about three years survived his 
wife. His father was a blacksmith and made swords for General Washington. 

George V. Fowler was die second in order of birth in a family of live diil- 
dren. He attended the district schools of his native state until about fifteen 
years of age and afterward spent three or four years in a select school coti- 
dnctcd by Profes'.or C lark, the author of the well known "Clark's Grammar 
\\ lien eighteen \ ears <tt a^e he liet^an operating his father's farm on share*' and 
contmued ujxin the old homestead for eight years. Before leaving the tanii 
he and his older brother had embarked in the nursery business at Waterkx), 
Iowa, the brother conducting the business at this point, while Geoiige V. Fowler 
remained in charge of the home fann in New York. He left tfie Empire state, 
however, in 1873 and came to Waterloo to become a factor in the active man- 
aq^emcnt of the nursery btisincs*;. in which he remained for about ten years 
(.iradu.dly, however, he withdrew from active connection with that interest and 
conlmed hi« atKiiti<pii more and more largely to the wholesale fruit and j^roccry 
business, that undertaking having its inception in his shipping fruits and pure 
cider vin^r from New York. Eventually he gave practically all of his atten- 
tion to the grocery trade. He still owns, however, a farm which is cultivated 
under his supervision and he has extensive interests in real estate, owning a 
large amount of land in Waterloo Heights. He is likewise connected with the 
Waterloo Canning Company, the Rath Packing Company, the Union Mill Com- 
pany and the First National Bank, in all of which he is a stoekholder. His busi- 
ness interests are thus large and important and he has become a foremost factor 
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in conmicrcial. industrial and financial circles in Waterloo. He has likewise been 
a «toc}vholder in the Waterloo Chautauqua Association since its inception more 
than tWL-nty-five years a^^o. His i)rn|Hrty holdings in Waterloo are very exten- 
sive, lor in connection with his two bruiiiers he owns a number o( the principal 
business btodcs of the city. His investments in realty have been most judiciously 
made and have brought to him splendid returns. 

Mr. Fowler has always had firm faitii in Waterloo and her future and has 
dmie everything in his power to promote the welfare and upbuilding of the city 
and of Black Hawk county. His chief ambition, perhaps, has been to further 
the agricultural development of this section of the state, for he believes that 
Iowa people have an unparalleled chance in that direction, for the land is rolling, 
requiring little artificial drainage and, moreover, is naturally rich and productive. 
He has done everything in his power to stimulate an interest in all branches of 
agriculture and has himself engaged in the manufacture of cheese which has 
become famous. 

On the i.Sih of March, 1875, Mr. Fowler was united in marriage to Miss 
Alice Hillman, who was bom in Parma, Monroe county, New York, a daughter 
of Roy F. and Harriet (Castle) Hillman. who were natives of Cattaraugus 
county, New \ ork, the father there following the occupation of farming. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Fowler have been bom five children: Roy H., who is a salesman 
for the Fowler Grocery Company; Mae F. and Florence, both at home; Arthur, 
who is enq>1oyed in his father's c^ce ; and Julia, also at home. 

Mr. Fowler holds membership in the Ancient Order of United Workmen 
nrtd with the United Commercial Travelers. He is a member of the Board of 
1 rade of Waterloo and is interested in every plan and project for the upbuilding 
and benefit of his city. His political a]I« L?iaiice is given to the democratic party 
but he has never sought nor desired puuiic ottice. His religious faith is indi- 
cated in his monbership in the First Baptist church. His life has indeed been 
a busy and useful one, characterized by the wise use of the opportunities which 
have come to him. He has displayed sound judgment in placing a valuation 
upon his chances and in judging those things which make up his life's contacts 
and experiences. In all of his Intsincss career he has quickly discriminated 
between the essential and the non-essential and his efforts have ever been of a 
character which have contributed to public progress as well as to individual 
success. 



JAMES H. GOODRICH. 

jnme^ H. Cioodrich is cns^aged in the real-estate business in Waterloo, buy- 
ing, selling and exchanging property, lie was born in the old town of Charles- 
town, now a part of Boston, Massachusetts, October i, 1857, a son of James H, 
and Janette (Field) Goodrich, who were natives of New York and Vermont 
respectively. The father came to Iowa in 1867, the family following in 1869, 
when they joined him in the establishment of a home in Waterloo. He was a 
bookkeeper by profession and for several years was employed in Farwell's 
bank of this city. He afterward turned his attention to the insurance business. 
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which he conducted to the time of his death in ir^oo. His wife >urv'ived for 
several years, passing away in 1909. In their family were four children: Cor- 
nelia, now the wife of J. M. Kirkpatrick, a resident of Ashland, Or^on; L.eon, 
living in Waterkio ; Lizzie B.» whose home is in Mound^ Minnesota ; and James H. 

The last named attended the schools of \ emiont and of Massachusetts until 
he reached the age of twelve years and following the rotnoval of the famiK t<» 
this state continued his studies in the public and high sihools of Waterloo to 
the age of eighteen years. I ie afterward scenired a situation as a clerk in Water- 
loo and was similarly employed in Cedar Kapida. thus spending his time to the 
age of twenty-one years, when he went to southwestern Nebraska and took up 
government land, residing thereon until he had proved up his claim. In the 
meantime he was elected treasurer of Redwilk>w county, Nebraska, and occu- 
pied (hat position for five years, on the expiration of which pcrif)d he went to 
Lincoln, that state, where he was engaged in the real-estate business for about 
three years. He next located at lloldrege, Nebraska, where he conducted a 
real-estate and loan business for two years, after which he j)nrchase(l :i large 
ranch of five thousand acres and engaged in the live-stock busniess for two 
years. At tiie end of that time he returned to Iowa and accepted a position as 
traveling salesman, spending two years upon the road. 

In 1900 Mr. Goodrich embarked in the grocery business in Waterloo and 
for six years was connected with that tine of business but bought and sold sev* 
eral times in that period. He next returned to the real-estate field and in con 
nection with the purchase and sale of property be^an speculative building in 
1906. He first erected the brick buiklinj; on Third street known as the Third 
Street Grocery. He also built a large ai^iirtmcni house at the comer of Third 
and Locust streets which he now owns, occupying one of the apartments. He 
has built and sold about thirty-five residences in that section of Waterloo and 
has thus contributed much to the improvement of • the city, transforming un^ 
sightly vacancies into a fine residential district. In addition he owns and rents 
one thousand acres in Minnesota and an improved farm of eighty acres in Iowa 
He follows the most progressive business methods and has done much toward 
the u[)buildin<j; of Waterloo. He is thoroughly acquainted with property values, 
which enables him to make judicious investments and profitable sales, and as 
the years have gone on his efforts have been an element in public progress as 
well as individual prosperity. 

Mr. Goodrich has been married twice. In September, li^S- 'i^' wedded Miss 
Eva Bishop, a native of Iowa and a daughter of George Itishop, of La Porte 
City, this state, who there cnjifaj^'tMl mi the practice of law but is now deceased. 
Mr>. ( ioodrtch passed awav in June, uS<)_^, leavinqf a son. Paul K.. w ho is now 
engaged in the grocery l>u.-%inc>s in Waterloo, in lyoi Mr. Goodrich was again 
married, his second union being with Miss Carrie Hitchcock, a daughter of 
Nelson and Mary Hitchcock. In addition to the son of his first marriage Mr. 
Goodrich has an adopted daughter, Lucy WhitnQr, now eleven years of age. 

James H. Goodrich is a member of the Congr^jational church and he was 
reared in that faith, his father having been a deacon of the church for twenty- 
five years. In his political views Mr. Goodrich is a republican and for two 
years served as a member of the city council of Indianola, Nebraska, but since 
coming to Waterloo has never sought office, preferring to concentrate his cner- 
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gies upou his business alluirs which, carefully conducted, have brought to him 
substantial and gratifying success. He belongs to the blue lodge and chapter 
in ttie Masonic fraternity and has held some o! the offices in those organizations. 
Before the era of the automobile he was a lover of fine horses but since the in- 
troduction of the car he has taken an intense delight in motoring and greatly 
enjoys a good run. lie has long been actively interested in church work, con- 
tributes lE^enerously to the cause, and for ;i number of years has served :is trustee 
in his church. In a word, liis innuciue iv always on the side of fij^ht, truth anil 
justice, of progress, reform and nupruvcnicnl. He is practical in all that he 
undertakes and while he holds to high ideals, uses the most practical methods 
to secure their adoption. 



JLDSUX LAL'GHLIX, A. M., M. D. 

Dr. Judson Laughlin, a well known resident of Watertoo, was bom at CoU^e 
Springs, lowa, on tiie t6th of July, t868, a son of James Bimcy and Sarah A. 
(Cross) Laughlin, both of whom were bom near Bloomington, Illinois. The 

father was a nurseryman and horticulturist and in 1854 removed to Iowa, 
locating; in College Springs. Immediately upon his arrival tlicre he estal)lishe(l 
a nursery and conttmied tf) conduct it with growing success until his death, 
which occurred on the 20th ot Januar)% 191 1. His wife had passed away many 
years before, as she was called to her reward in 1877. He was not remiss in 
his duties as a citiiwn and was always interested in anything pertainhig to the 
public welfare but never aspired to office. 

Dr. Laughlin is the second in order of birth in a family of six children and 
received excellent educational advantages. After attending the public schools 
of Collcj^'e Springs he became a student at Amity College, graduating in June, 
i^/). and he subsequently entered the En^worth Central Medical school at St. 
Joseph, Missouri, from which he was graduated with the degree of M. D. in 
1896. Amity College conferred upon him the degree of A. M. in 1897. Dr. 
LiUghlin was married in 1890 to Miss Elb McCann. who was bom and reared 
in St. Joseph, Missouri, and belonged to a prominent family. This beloved com* 
panion and wife was called to her reward April 29, 1892. Dr. laughlin com- 
menced business as a fruit grower near St. Joseph, Missouri, and so continued 
lor about eighteen months. It was after this that he lie^an his professional 
studies and immediately after ((implcting his medical course in 1K96 he began 
practice ai Blandiard, Iowa, wiicre he remained for two years, lie then spent 
three years at Grinnell, Iowa, and was for thirteen years a general practitioner 
at Ledyard, Iowa. At the end of that time he came to Waterloo with the inten- 
tion of opening a wholesale drug house here but has since decided to establish 
it at Mason City, Iowa, instead. He is not only a successful physician but he 
also is an excellent business man, and the combinat'on of detailed and technical 
know Icds^fc of drugs, their comjirisition and use, and sound judgment in financial 
matters should insure the success uf the concern which he intends to establish. 

Dr. Laughlin was married on the 27th of June, 1895, to Miss Anna Roy, 
who was bom at Palmyra, Missouri, and was left an orphan when a mere child. 
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To Dr. and Mrs. Laughlin were bom five children, Bimcy Roy, James Byron, 
Ger&ldine, Judson M. and William R. The wife and mother passed away on 
the 24th of Kovemher, iQro, and on the 21st of Februar)-. 1912, the Doctor was 
united in marriage to Miss Elsie M. Simpson, a native of Mason City, Iowa, and 
a daughter of John Simpson, a prominent farmer of Rake, Iowa. 

Dr. Lau^'hlin is a republican in pnliiical matters, i^'ivcs his religious adherence 
to the Congregational church, and I'ralernaiiy is connected with the Modem 
Woodmen of America, the Yeomen, and the blue lodge of the Masonic order. 
His professional interest is attested by his membership in a number of medical 
societies, including the Black Hawk County Medical Society, the Iowa State 
Medical Society, the Austin Flint, ("cdar X'allcy Medical Society of Iowa, the 
Tri-Statc Medical Society of Iowa, Illinois and Missouri, and he is a Fellow of 
the American Medical Association. Alihoitgh at present not in active practice. 
Dr. I-iiuf^hlin intends to maintain his professional .standinj,^ with regular physi- 
cians and the medical profession by constantly reading his medical journals and 
diligently keeping up his membership in the best medical societies, which has 
been his hobby for the past nineteen years. Through his association with other 
physicians in these organizations he keeps informed as to the consensus of 
opinion in medical circles and is also able to give others the benefit of his experi- 
ence and observation. The same spirit of progrcsstveness and willingness to 
cooperate characterizes his relations with his fellowmen in all phases of life and 
to this is due in a large measure his success. 



CHARLES B. SANTEE. 

Charles W. Santce is a member of the firm tif Santcc r>rothers, conducting an 
extensive real-estale business in the handhny ot farm lands in Town and the 
northwest, lie was bom in Huller county, this state, near Kesley, November 0, 
1864, a son of Joseph Laughery and Jane (Nixon) Santee. The father was 
bom in the state of New York, October 8, 1827, and the mother's birth' occurred 
in the north of Ireland in 1832. In early life Joseph L. Santee engaged in the 
operation of a sawmill and subsequently cleared a farm in Ohio. In 1855 he 
came to Iowa, settling at Cedar Falls and afterward he went to P.utler Center, 
w-hero he built the first house. Still later he took np Itis abode u|x>n a farm 
seven miles west of the town and there the cliiklrcn oi the family were boni. He 
resided upon the farm until the spring of i8<)o, when he aj^ain removed to Cedar 
Falls, where he spent his remaining days, passing awa> in .\pril, 1908. His wife 
had previously died in 1900, at the age of sixty-eight years. He held various 
local offices, including those of justice of the peace, trustee and school director, 
and was ever faitliful to the trust reposed in him. In his family were five chil- 
dren. The mother had been previously married and had tliree children by the 
first union. The father had also been married before and had one child by his 
first marriage. 

Charles B. Santee attended school in Mount Vernon and continued his 
education in the State Normal school at Cedar Falls, now known as the State ' 
Teachers* CoUq^e. He remained with his father until he attained his majority 
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Hnd in early manhood devoted the winter months to school teaching oiid the 
summer seasons to farm work» s{)enduig his time in that way until twenty>five 
years of age. He then went to Cedar Falls with the intention of reading law 

but changed his plans and engaged in the real-estate business, in which he has 
since continued. He i? now associated with his brother, Robert A. Santee, under 
the tirni name ot Santee ilrothcrs. They will have continued business under that 
style for twenty-five years on the loth of April, 1915. They buy, handle and 
sell Iowa, Minneiiota, I^akota and Canada lauds and have a good clientage. 
They have disposed of thousands of acres and have also bought and sold 
mortgages and negotiated loans. Their business has long been a growing 
and profitable one and they are today among the best known real-estate men 
in this section of Iowa. Moreover, they are large stockholders in all of the 
different factories in Cedar Falls and their sound judgment and cooperation 
are factors in the business development and upbuilding of the city. 

< )n the 5th of April, 1899, Mr. Santee was united in marriage to Miss Lulu 
rrobert, of Shell Kock, Butler county, Iowa. The father died during the early 
girlhood of his daughter, Mrs. Santee, and the mother now resides in Waterkio 
with her daughter, Mrs. A. R. Walker. Mrs. Santee is the third in a family 
of six children and by her marriage has become the mother of five children, 
Harriet Mary, Leslie Carieton, Drniald Probert, Matgaret Elizabeth and Paul 
Joseph. 

Mr. Santee is a member of the Modern Woodmen canij) and al.so has mem- 
bership with the Yeomen. In {lohtics he is a republican, interested in the growth 
and success of his party, lie has served as recorder of Lllack Hawk county 
for six years and 1ms been a member of the dty council. He was a delegate 
to the national convention in 1912 and favored the nomination of Cummins. 
He is now serving on the board of education of Cedar Falls and the cause of 
public schools finds in him a stalwart champion. He believes in progress in 
all things and does everything in his power to promote advancement and upbuild- 
ing along lines that will contribute to the f^eneral good. His has been an 
active, useful and well spent life. He has accoaiphshed much that he has 
undertaken and his labors have by no means been concentrated upon efforts 
solely for his own benefit, for as a citizen he has done much to further the 
public welfare. 



EDWARD H. McCOY. 

In a profession where advancement depends entirely upon individual merit 
and ability, Edward H. McCoy has made continuous progress until he stands 
today among the foremost lawyers of Waterloo, practicing alone and having 

now a large and distinctively representative clientage. He is one of Iowa's native 

son«. his birth havinp occurred in Butler county on the 14th of February, i88r, 
a son of John and Anna (Coyle) McCoy, of Waterloo. The father, a native of 
Ireland, became a resident of Rutler county. Iowa, in 1859 was there engaged 
in farming until 18O0, when he went to Chicago. In 1861 he responded to the 
Goimtry's call for aid, enlbting as a member of Company G, Twenty>third Illinois 
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Infantry, which was known as Mulligitn's Irish Brigade of Chicago. With that 
command he served for three years and was then wounded and honorably dis- 
charged because of disability. He was subsequently engaged in farming m 
Butler county for forty-four years or until 1909, when he came to Waterloo, 

where he is now residing. 

luhvard H. McCoy pursued his cfliicatton in ilic scliools of I'.utler county and 
in the Iowa City Academy, Ironi which lie was grachiatcd in 1899. He afterward 
entered the University of Iowa, where he won the degrees of Ph. B. and LL. U. 
In June, 1904, he was admitted to the Io¥ra bar and in September of the sane 
year opened his office in Waterloo, where he has since engaged in practice. He 
practices in all the courts of the state and in the federal courts and is a member 
of the State and American Bar Associations. He is a close and discriminating 
student and quickly determmes what is essential and what is nonessential in the 
matter of evidence. Tic is always courteous to and considerate of witnesses and 
gives to the court thai deference which is its due. 

On ihf iJih of June, 1907, Mr. McCoy was united in niurnage to Miss Mary 
F. Kelly, of Sigoumey, Iowa. They hold membership in St Joseph's Catholic 
church and Mr. McO>y is also a member of the Knights of Columbus, which 
organization is formed of those of the Catholic faith. He liicewise has member- 
ship with the I'enevolent Protective Order of Elks, with the Waterloo Commer- 
cial Club and P)Oard of Trade and the Town Criers Chih, For ten years n prar- 
titinner of law in Waterloo, he iuis become widely and favorably known lioth in 
protcssional .uul social coinicciions and has gained for himself a creditable place 
at the bar of L»lack llawk county. 



HON. HENRY W. GROUT. 

The activities of Hon. HcnrA' ^^^ ( iroui touch in many w ays the general in- 
terests of society and have been an element in advancing progress and improve- 
ment along various lines. His sound judgment has been a factor in furthering 
the business advancemoit, his public spirit has been manifest in official service and 
he is identified with plans and projects which are ever looking to the benefit and 
upbuilding of city, state and natioi\. Waterloo numbers him among her native 
sons, bis birth having occurred in this city in 1858, his parents being Samuel B. 
and Harriet Augusta f Whittemorc ) Grout, bntli of whom are now deceased 
Both the father and mother were nati\es of Massachusetts and in the year 1856 
they removed westward to iowa, settling in Black Hawk county, where the father 
was engaged in agricultural pursuit^ throughout his remaining days. He passe4 
away in 1882, having for a brief period survived his wife, who died in i^i. 

Reared under the parental roof, Henry W. Grout was educated in the schools 
of Black Hawk county and in Field Seminary of Waterloo, in which he studied 
for a year. When not bn<y w ith liIs te.\t-book<5 he i^ave his time to farm work, 
aiding in the development of the tields. He was thus busily cmidoyed until he 
reached his majority, w hen he went to the west, where he engaged in mining for a 
year. On the expiration of that period he returned and took up railroad work, 
which he followed until his fatfier's death, when he once more located upon the 
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f irm and cotilinued its cultivation for seven years, or until 1889, when he went 
upon the road :i< n trnveling salesman, devoting the ensuing^ twelve years to that 
business. He has since been engaged in dealing in real estate and has negotiated 
many important property transfers and has himself become the owner of con- 
sklerable valuable property. He likewise has other business connections, for he 
is now one of the stockholders and a member of the board of directors of the 
First National Bank and also of the Waterloo Saddlery Company. In fact, he 
has been one of the leading spirits in many of the city's business enterprises and is 
now the president of the Fairview Cemctcr)^ Association. He is a man of un- 
faitcrine;- fletenniiiation and in his vocabulary there is no such word as fail, for 
energy and ambition prompt him to carry forward to successful completion what- 
ever he undertakes. 

Mr. Grout is recognized as an active factor in political circles, stanchly advo- 
cating the principles of the republican party. He served on the board of park 
commissioners and in that connection made a creditable record. He was elected 
to represent his district in the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth pencral assemblies 
of Iowa and in November, 1914, was elected state senator from the thirty-eighth 
district, comprising Black Hawk and Grundy counties, for four years. He is very 
popular and makes friends wherever he is, not only among the followers of the 
republican party, but among: those who are opposed to him politically. His con- 
stituents feel that there is a brilliant public career before him. He has ever been 
a public'Spirited citizen and in oflBce has made a creditable record throng his 
unfaltering devotion to duty and the capability with which he has met the tasks 
required of him. He is descended, from Revolutionan,' ancestry in both the 
Internal antl maternal lines and is now the president of the Iowa State Society 
of the Sons of the American Revolution. 

Mr. Grout has been married twice. He first wedded Mrs. Olive VV right Wil- 
son, who died four years ago, and on the 3d of September. 191 4, he was joined in 
wedkick to Miss Agnes A. Perry, a ^ughter of James B. and Arlette (Tuttle) 
Perry of McHenry, Illinois. Tbey attend the Baptist church and Mr. Grout holds 
membership in the Masonic fraternity, in whkh he has attained the thirty-second 
»lejjree of the Scottish Rite. He is al^o n member of the Commercial Club and 
Board of Trade, and he cooperates in all movements that he deems of benefit and 
value to the community and to the commonwealth, while in his public service he 
has subordinated personal aggrandizement and advancement to the public good. 



I'RANCES AUGUSTA GROUT. 

In connection with educaticjnal and charitable work in Pdack Hawk county 
the name of Miss Frances Augusta Cirout is indeed widely known and honored. 
She is a daughter of Samuel B. and Harriet Augusta (Whittemore) Grout, and 
a sister of Senator Henry W. Grout. When only three years old she was 
brot^ht to Waterloo by her parents, her birth having occurred in McHenry 
county, Illinois. She acquired her early education in the public schools of 
\\aterloo and afterward supf^emoited it by study in summer schools until she 
reached the age of twenty years, when she entered upon the profession of teach- 
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ing, being paid for her services during; her first term at Dcwar eighteen dollars 
per month. Her life tliereaftcr was devoted to that work until 1912, when she 
retired. Her career as a teacher was marked by continuous progress and improve- 
ment and she did much to further the interests of public educition in Iowa. 
She was appointed principal of the Hawtiiome school, with vhich she was 
connected for nine y^rs. and aften/^'ard became principal of Uie John Bsk 
school, her entire service in East Waterloo school rovering twenty-six years. 

Waterloo, indeed, owes much to her efforts, which have been both practical 
and progressive. She has been largely instrumental in introducing manual train- 
ing and has assisted in eslablishuig manual training classes and in introducing 
advanced work in other lines, her efforts at all times working for the general 
betterment of ^e Waterloo public schools. She is spoken of in terms of highest 
praise, as mme-have questioned her fidelity or had doubt as to her effidenqr. 
She has the remarkable record during all the years of her service in a>nnection 
with the schools of Waterloo of never havii^ been tardy or never missing a 
day's attendance on account of illness. 

Miss Grout is now devoting much tunc to charitable and reiigiou< work 
She is very active in connection with the Young Women's Christian Associa- 
tion, of which she is the vice president. She rightfully believes that religion is 
the avenue along whidi one should be improved physically, mentally and nioraHy 
and she has been greatly interested in oiganizii^ classes among the workii^ 
girls, enabling them to acquire better educations She has laigdy solved some 
of the problems of the philanthropic worker for which others have found no 
solntion. In a word, as Zona Gale puts it, she has learned that factory workers, 
as well as those in other avenues of life, are "folks," and that the secret of 
helping one's fellows is not to work for them but to work with them, thus obliter- 
ating the distinction of class which produces the feehng of inferiority and 
dependence. Miss Grout is also an active member of Waterloo Chapter, D. A. R.. 
is chairman of the Board of Associated Charities, is vice president of the local 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union and is prominent in the work of the 
First Baptist church, constantly broadening hei efforts along those lines. Her 
labors have been attended with far-reaching and beneficial results and there are 
many in ^^'aterl(JO who have cause to bless her for her timely aid, her word of 
encouragenienL and her work ot practical assistance. 



CLAUDE E. CULLEY. 

Claude E. Culley is secretary and treasurer of the Kemblc Floral Company 
of Waterloo and de\(jtes his entire time to the business, which is now liberally 
patronized and ranks with the leading establishments ot this character in Black 
Hawk county. A native of Jefferson, Iowa, Mr. Culley was bom August 30. 
1881, a son of Charley H. and Ida M. (Keeler) Culley. The father was the 
first white diild bom at Jefferson and in early life became connected with mer- 
cantile interests, as did his father before him. When a young man he embarked 
in business in Jefferson and later went to Fort Dodge, Iowa, where he continued 
in the same line. About 1893 he became a resident of Marshalltown, Iowa, 
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where he established a retail grocery store and is still actively engaged in the 
conduct of that business. Practically all his lite has been de%'Oted to mercan- 
tile interests and his close application and uureiuitting energy have been the 
salient features in his success. His wife, who was bom in Warren, Illinois, 
also survives. 

Claude £. Culley is th« eldest in their family of six children and in the 

acquirement of his education he attended the public schools of Marshalltown, 
(xissing through consecutive grades until he became a high-school pupil. Through 
the fieriod of his youth he gave considerable time to assisting his father. Later 
he spent some time in clerical work and afterward was assistant cashier with 
one of tile large business houses of Chicago. Because of his father's health, 
however, he returned home and became his assistant in the business as a mem> 
ber of the firm» being thus connected with the grocery trade in Marshalltown 
until January i, 1914, when he removed to Waterloo and entered the Kemble 
Floral Company as one of the stockholders and as the secretary and treasurer. 
He now devotes his entire attention to the business, looking after the sales and 
otherwise managing the interests of the house. 

On the 5lh of February, 1914, Mr. Culley was united m marriage to Miss 
Esther L. Scerley, her father being Homer II. Seerley, president of the Iowa 
State Teachers* College at Cedar Falls, Iowa. Mr. Culley is an advocate of 
temperance and gives his political support to the prohibition party. His life 
has ever been honorable and upright and his course has been guided by manly 
principles. Laudable ambition has prompted him in his business affairs and 
in his removal to Waterloo, Black Hawk county gained an enterprising, valuable 
and pubhc-spirited citizen. 



HON. CATO SELLS. 

The Hon. Cato Sell; formerly of I^ Porte City, is acceptably serving as 
commissioner of Indian attairs and is demonstrating his titness to discharge 
Uulies carrying with thcni great responsibility, lie was Ixjra at Vinton, Iowa, 
on the 6th of October, 1859, a son of Captain George W. Sells, a lawyer of 
marked alnlity, who was for many years the law partner of ex-Govemor Sher- 
man. Removing to La Porte City, during the boyhood days of the subject of 
this review, Captain Sells engaged in the practice of his profession here until 
his death in December, 1873. 

After the death of his father Cato Sells was given employment as a clerk 
in the 0. Stanton hardware store and he attribmes much ot his success to 
Mr. Stanton, who gave him an excellent business traming and, moreover, took 
a personal interest in his welfare. At the age of sixteen years Mr. Sells entered 
Cornell CoU^ at Mount Vernon, Iowa, and three years later, in 1878, returned 
to La Porte City and entered the office of Judge C. A. Bishop, where he' took up 
the study of law. After two years he was admitted to the bar and in 1880 began 
the practice of his profession Tn the same year he was elected city recorder of 
T.a I'orte and alter serving iu that cai)aciiy for two years was given still greater 
honor, as he was chosen mayor. He served tor many years as city solicitor and 
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also practiced law privately, fjaining a representative and lucrative clientage 
He has been an active force in |M»l!tics for many years, as when a boy of nine* 
teen he look the :»lunip for the democratic party, and the effectiveness of his 
speeches and his youth gained him tiie name of the ''hoy orator.** His intenst 
in public affairs grew with his knowledge of statecraft, and his fitness for office 
was recognized in i886, when he became the demociatic nonunee for secretory 
of state, but was defeated at the election. In 1889 he transferred his residence 
to \'inton, Iowa, and about the same time was niadc^ a member of (Governor 
l>oies" staff, serving in that capacity for four years. In iS*)2 lie was elected to 
fill Governor ny>art*s place on tlic hoard of trustees of tlu- Iowa State Collie 
of Agriculture and Meciianic Arts but at the end of iliai luuc dccluied reelection. 
He was twice elected state's attorney of Benton county and gained a reputstioa 
as one of the most able and vigilant public prosecutors thfe county ever had. 
In 1S94 he was appointed United States district attorney for the northern district 
of Iowa and proved equally efficient and aggressive in this larger field of action. 
He subset) uently removed to Texas atifl while livinj^ there was appointed com- 
missioner of Indian affairs, which i>o>ition he still hohls. now livinj^ at Wash- 
ington, D. C. While a resident of Iowa he was prominent in the councils of 
the democratic party, representing the Dubuque district on the democratic state 
committee for many years, while in 1893 he was made chairman of the lovra 
state convention. In 1892 he was honored by the democratic national conven- 
tion, which made him its secretary.* Mr. Setts is well remembered in I^ Portt.* 
City, where he began his public career, and the characteristics of integrity, 
keenness of insifj^ht and initiative which marked him in his relations with men 
here have enabled him to win advancement in state and national affairs. 



ALBERT R. FERGUSON. 

.Albert R. Ferguson, jiartner in the I'crfjnson Manufacturing Company, which 
manufactures all kinds of well drilliiifj machinery and supplies at No. 118 Rath 
street. Waterloo, was boni in lUack Mawk lonnty. ( )ctober 21. 1868, his jiareiits 
being Edward and isabelle (Cummings) l erguson. who at an early period in 
the development of this section of Iowa came from Pennsylvania and cast in 
their tot with the pioneer settlers of Black Hawk county, establishing their 
home eight miles nortlteast of Waterloo, where the father began farming. His 
remaining days were devoted to the further development and cultivation of that 
place and his dtaih occurred in 1874. The mother continued to reside upon the 
home farm w ith her fainily until about 1894, when they came to \\ .itcrloo. where 
Mrs. Ferguson still makes her home. By her marriage she hccame tlic mother 
of six children: Cieorge C. wlu> is inlcresicd in the lergusun Manuiaciuring 
Company; Robert, in business alone in Waterloo: Albert R., of this review; 
Stephen* wlio resides in Waterloo and acts as salesman for the Ferguson Man- 
ufacturing Company ; Charles, who is also connected with the firm ; and lona. 
the wife of J. W. Noble, who is assistant postmaster at Manitoii. Colorado. 

Albert K. h'erguson attended the district schools near his boyhood home 
until nineteen years of age and afterward pursued a commercial course in 
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Waterloo. Through the periods of vacation his attention was given to the 
work of the farm and at the age of twenty-one years he rented the old home- 
stead and continued the further cultivation and improvement of the farm for 
about two years. On the esqiiration of that period he came to Waterloo and 
entered the employ of the Kelfey & Tannehill Company, with whom he continued 
for about six or seven years, during which time he gained a comprehensive 
knowledge of and training in mechanical pursuits nnd (k'vcln]>ed his latent 
powers, thus greatly increasing his ahilitv. At the end of that time he, with 
his three brothers, organized the I ergusoii Manufacturing Loniijany for the 
manufacture of all kinds of well drilling machinery and supplies. They liavc 
a well ec|uipped factory supplied with the laU»t improved machinery necessary 
to their line at No. 1 18 Rath street. Mr. Ferguson is secretary of the company, 
with three of his brothers as partners, and he devotes his entire time to the 
factory. He now owns valuable real estate in Waterloo, including an attractive 
residence property at Xo. 150 Harrison street. 

( 'n the loth of October, 1894, Mr. Ferguson was united in marriage to Miss 
Myrtle Kodifer, who was bom in Waterloo in a house which then stoo<i on 
the site of the present Ellis Hotel, at which time her father owned the entire 
block. She is a daughter of George and Mary (Harrod) Rodifer, who were 
among the early and highly respected residents of the county. The father here 
engaged in the building husiness as a contractor and l>oth he and his wife died 
in Waterloo. Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson have three children, Ruby Lucille, Leila 
Maud and Donald E.. all at home 

Mr. herguson holds menihtrship with the .Modern W ooflnien of .\merica 
and the rules which govern his conduct arc indicated in the fact that he is a 
member of the Wahiut Street Baptist church, to the teachings of which he 
consistently adheres. In politics he is independent, nor has he ever aspired to 
public office. He has always given his undivided attention to his business 
affairs and it is well known that he has never been afraid of hard work. Energy 
and close application have been the salient features in his .success and he has 
.-advanced stcj) by step, proving his worth and ability in concentrated and intel- 
iigently directed eflfort. 



CHARLES WARREN HELLEN. 

Charles Warreti Hellen early displayed the husiness ability that has carried 
him into important relations as president of the Dart Motor Truck Company, 
manufacturer.s of motor trucks in Waterloo. In this connection he is shaping 
the policy and directing the niterests of a most important enterprise and its* con- 
tinuous growth is largely the result of his business ability and keen discrimina- 
tion. He was imm upon a farm in Winnebago county, Illinois, near Rockford, 
on the 7th of October, 1882, a son of John G. and Bertha (Thompson) Hellen, 
ihc former a native of lowa and the latter of Illinois. The paternal grand- 
father, Norval Hellen, was a native of Pennsylvania and about 1842 came to 
lowa, being among the first of the j)ioneers of Hamilton county, in which locality 
he spent his remaining days, there passing away in 1909 at the advanced age of 



Digitized by Google 



190 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



eighty-nine years. Both he and the maternal grandfather of Charles W. Hcllen 
were forty-niners of the California gold rush, both going overland with wagon 
trains. Mr. Hellen returned by the same route, while Mr. Thompson made die 
return trip by way of the Isthmus. The latter is still living and now makes his 
home in Webster City, Iowa, being in vigorous health at the advanced age of 
eighty-nine years. 

John r,. Ilellen is a medical graduate and for several vcars practiced his 
profession in Pecatonica, Illinois, but for the past fifteen years has been prom- 
inently identified with the real-estate business in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Charles Warren Hellen, spending his youthful days under the parental roof, 
acquired his education in tiw public schools of Webster City, but as early as his 
twelfth year went to work for the Iowa Tdephone conqiany at that place and 
when fifteeti years of age was made manager for the company, which a year 
later was mer)::fed with the E. H. Martin Telephone Company. The new organ- 
ization also controlled the Postal Tclcjjraph office in Webster City and while 
there engaged Mr. Hellen learned telegraphy. The same year he entered the 
employ of tiie Western Union Tel^raph Company and on the ist of September, 
1898, he entered the employ of the Litchfield Manufacturing Company of Web- 
ster City, manufacturers of agricultural implements. He altered tfie employ 
of that company at a salary of twenty dollars per month and from a humUe 
position he worked his way steadily upward until he became .Ksistant manager 
of tlie business ami subsequently was made credit man for the iirm. On the 
removal of the tirm to Waterloo in 1903 Mr. Hellen came with them and was 
identified with the business for eleven years, having within that time become a 
stockholder in the company. 

In 1908, in connection with Lore Alford, Jr., Mr. Hellen established die 
Black Hawk Abstract Company and in 1909 he sold his interest to his partner. 
On the 15th of September of the same year he went to Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, where he became associated with the C. H. Geist Company, operating 
a line of gas and cic trie lijfht plants throughout the east, lie was placed in 
charge of the Wiinnngton, Delaware, office and when liircc months later the 
c6mpany bought out two plants in Atlantk City, Mr. Hellen purchased an inter- 
est in these plants and was installed as office manager there. In 1910 he sold his 
interest in that Irasiness and in connection with William Galloway purchased 
the business of the Dart Manufacturing Company at Anderson, Indiana, and 
removed the plant to Waterloo, where Mr. Hellen had charj;fe of the erection of 
the buildings and the installation of the new plant. In December, 1910, he was 
elected president and inanai^er of the company and has since continued at the 
head of this business, which, under his direction, has enjoyed continuous growth. 
On the 1st of August, 1914, the company was reorganized and incorporated as 
the Dart Motor Truck Company, Mr. Hellen continuing as president and man- 
ager. This company builds three sizes of motor trucks and ships its output 
all over the world. The business has been a constantly growing one and is now 
one of the leadinij manufacturing enterprises of the city. 

On the nth of October, 1911, Mr. Ilellen was united in marriage to Miss 
Ethel M. Miller, a daughter of W. W. Miller, president of the Commercial 
National Bank of Waterloo, and to them have been bom two daughters, Mar- 
garet Louise and Elizabeth Miller. Politically Mr. Hellen is a republican and 
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at the present time is filling the oflice of river front comniissicHier af East 
Waterloo. He belongs to Waterloo Lodge, No. 105, A. F. & A. M.; Helmet 
Lodge, No. 52, K. P. ; and Waterloo Lodge, No. 290, B. P. O. E. He is like- 
wise a member of the Illinois Athletic Club of Chicago. He belongs to the 
Waterloo Commercial Club, is a stockholder in the Commercial National Rank 
and he and his wife are members of the Presbj^terian church. The steps in 
his orderly progression are easily discernible and since starting out in life on 
his own account at the early age of twelve years he has worked his way steadily 
upward, advancing continuously and thus winning at all times a broader outlook. 
No unusual opportunities have come to him, but witfi diaracteristic eneigy he 
has improved each one as it has been presented and thus he has gained the 
creditable and enviable place in business circles that he today occupies. More- 
over, his record has at all times been one of unfaltering diligence and of unques- 
tioned ititegrity, proving that success and an honored name may be won simul- 
taneously. 



H. D. MOSES. 

H. D. Moses was tor a long period identified with farming interests in 
Iowa although he did not become a resident of Black Hawk county. He made 
his home in Benton county and was one of its pioneer settlers. His birth 
occurred in March, 1839, his parents being Alfred and C^tiierine (Perrine) 
Moses, who became pioneer residents of Illinois. 

H. D. Moses was reared in Illinois and is indebted to the public-school sys- 
tem of that state for the educational privileges which he received. He there 
engaged in farming and continued his residence in that state until he came to 
Iowa at an early period in the settlement and development of Benton county. 
Subsequent to his arrival in this state he purchased kuid and at once began its 
cultivation and inq»rovement. In the course of years he transformed tiie place 
into a highly improved farm and made his home thereon throughout his remain- 
ing days, his death occurring in October, 1881. 

Twenty years before, or in O* tohf r. t86i, Mr. Moses was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Khoda Williams, a daugliter of John and Sarah A. (Drake) Wil- 
liams, who were natives of New York. The father was a farmer by occupa- 
tion and always followed that pursuit in the Empire state, continuing his resi- 
dence there until he was called to his final rest in 1880. His wife survived 
him for about nine years, passing away in 1889. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. 
Moses there were six children : Albert, a resident of Nebraska ; Elmer, who is 
living in Washington; Arthur, who makes his home in Montana; John, who 
resides in Nebraska ; Minnie, the wife of R. E. Berry, a resident of Tama county, 
Iowa; and Libby, the youngest of the family, who died in 1892-. 

Mr. Moses was a Mason and in his life exemplified the beneficent spirit of 
the craft His political allegiance was given the democratic party but he did 
not seek nor desire public oflice, preferring always to give his undivided atten- 
tion to his farm work, whereby he provided a comfortable living for his family. 
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In the year 1889 widow, Mrs. Rhoda Moses, became the wife of Henry 
Clark, who was one of the pioneer fanners of Black Hawk county. Settling 
here at an early day, he witnessed the greater part of the growth and development 

of this section of the state and was closely associated with its progress along 
agricultural lines. At the time of his arrival he secured land and from that 
day until his. death was connected with farming inierests. He died upon his 
farm in Spring Creek township in 1908, since which time Mrs. Clark has 
removed to La Porte City, where she has since made her home. She owns con- 
siderable property here and from her real-estate holdings derives a substantial 
annual income. She is now seventy-nine years of age and much of her life 
has been passed in Iowa, so that her memory forms a ccnniecttng link between 
pioneer times and the present. She has seen ^reat changes and can relate many 
interesting incidents concertiinj» the early days She is now well known in 
I. a I'orte City and in other sections of Black Hawk county and has a large 
circle of warm friends. 



ARTHUR C. COLE. 

Arthur C. Cole, engaged in the real-estate business and in s()eculative Iniild 
nig in Waterloo, has done much to improve the city architecturally and along 
the lines of general development and advancemoit. He was bom at Yorkvitle. 
Illinois, January 31, 187 1, a son of William G. and Martha C. (Casbum) Cole, 
who were natives of England, bom in 1833 and 1836 respectively. In early life 
the father devoted his attention to merchandising. Alwut iSTiS he and his wife 
crnsscd the ;\tlantic to the new world, scttlinpf in Illinois, where thev continued 
to make their home until iSK,^. when they came to Waterloo. The father had 
practically retired from business at tliat time and he continued to reside here in 
the enjoyment oi a well earned rest until his death, which occurred in 1898. 
His widow now resides at No. 626 Randolph street in Waterloo. 

.'\rthur C Cole is one of a family of eight children. He attended public 
schools in Illinois an<l in Waterloo and was a graduate in the class of 19GO. 
with the degree of Ph. P... of the university at Iowa Gty. He was eighteen 
years of ajje wlun he entered the railway mail service on the Rock Island, 
running hetween Iiurlington and Mbert Lea. Minnesota. He continued for 
nineteen years in the service and during that period, from iH</> until 1900, pur- 
sued his four years' course in college, attending school during his lay -off periods 
and keeping up his studies while absent from his classes. What he accomplished 
was considered very remarkable by his preceptors and it indicated the strengdi 
of his character and his laudable ambition along the line of intellectual develop- 
ment. After nineteen years' continuous connection with the mail service, in 
which he reached the highest class then attainable, he turned his attention fn 
speculative building and to the real-estate business. He buys vacant properly, 
plats his land and thereon erects houses for sale. He is still successfully engaged 
along this line and his efforts have been an important element in improving and 
beautifying various sections of Waterloo. In his building operations he studies 
comfort, convenience, utility and beauty and he has erected some of the most 
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atiraclivc modern residences of Waterloo. He is likewise a director of the 
Peoples Building & Loan Association. 

In June, 1908, Mr. Cole was joined in wedlock to Miss Anna Holmes, who 
was born at Aurora, Hamilton county, Nebraska, a daughter of Frank and 
Lydia (Bickley) Holmes, the former a native of Manchester, England, and the 
latter of Somerset county, Pennsylvania The father came to America when 
a lad of five years and made farming his life work. He lived first in Wisconsin, 
hut came to Iowa in 186.4 Later he removed to Nebraska, where he remained 
for one year, and then returned to Black Hawk county, settling on a farm near 
Hudson, where he successfully engaged in tilling the soil. Later he took up his 
abode in Waterloo, where he lived retired until his death, which occurred in 
the year 1896. He served as a trustee of the township in which he lived and 
was a valued and representative citizen of that locality. His widow still lives 
in Waterloo, at 827 Randolph street. Their daughter. Mrs. Cole, was the second 
in order of birth in their family of six children. She attended the public schools 
of West Waterloo and is a graduate of the State University of Iowa in the 
class of UJ07 with the degree of B. S. By her marriage she has become the 
mother of four children, Arline, Erma and Virginia, all at home, and Ridiardine, 
who died at the agt of nine months. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cole are members of the First Baptist church and Mrs. Cole 
also belongs to the Fortnightly Literary Club. Mr. Cole holds membership with 
the Knights of Pythias and also in the Chanihc-r of Commerce and the Town 
Criers Club. The determination and stren^lli of character which he displayed 
in aeiiuiring an education under odds whicli would have utterly discouraged 
nuny a man indicates much of his nature. He has ever been a man of strong 
purpose, resourceful, energetic and determined. In his business he has seen 
the opportunities for advancing his own success and at the same time aiding in 
die development and improvement of the city, and the one affords him just as 
great pleasure as the other, for he is a public-spirited citizen and gives his aid 
and iiithicncc to the side of improvement and advancement along all the lines 
which contribute to Waterloo's welfare. 



WILLIAM KOBER. 

William Kober, president of the Waterloo Sash & Fixture Works, was bom 
in Whcaton, Illinois, March 3, 1872. a son of August and Charlotte Kober, 
who now reside in Charles City, Iowa, to which place iliey removed when their 
son William was a little lad of but four summers. It was there that he was 
reared and educated as a pupil in the public schools. As early as his fourteenth 
year, however, he entered upon an a|q>renticeship to the carpenter's trade, work- 
ing during the summer months and attending school in the winter seasons. His 
life has ever been one of unfaltering industry and in 1888 he returned to 
VVheaton. where he completed his apprenticeship and worked at his trade until 
1894. He then again went to Charles City and secured a position in a sash 
and door factory, where he was employed until the spring of icjck^, when he 
came to Waterloo and secured a position with the Cedar Valley Maimiacturing 
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Company, remaining in the employ of that organization for about eighteen 
mondis. 

Mr. Kober afterward spent about a year at the plant of the Nauman Com- 
pany and m 1903 he engaged in business on his own account, purchasing the 
interest of Stephen Saulsbtny in the Novelty Wood Works. He became a 

partner in the last named corporation which in i<)c/> was reincoqwrated and 
reorganized under llic name of the Waterloo Sash & Fixture Works, at \\hicli 
time the capital slock was increased from ten thousand to twcnty-tive tliuu .cind 
dollars. The officers of the company are: WilHam Kober, president; iiany 
Paries^ vice president; Phillip Koester, secretary; and Fred Burk» treasurer. 
In 191 z the business had ii^reased in volume to such an extent that a reorgan- 
isation of the company and an increase of its capital stock were found neces- 
sary, at which time the latter was increased to fifty thousand dollars. This is 
one of the important manufacturing industries of Waterloo, conducting^ an 
extensive and growing business, their trade relations now covering a wide ter- 
ritory. They have ever recognized the fact that satisfied patrons are the best 
advertisement and their efforts to please, combined with honorable business 
dealings and the excellence of their product, have been the chief factor in their 
growing proqwrity. 

In 1894 Mr. Kober was united in marriage to Miss Anna Zeas, a native of 
ficrmany, who came to the United States in 1S90, being then in young woman- 
hood. They have become the parent'; of two children: Edg^r Irving, who i« 
attending the University of IlUnois; and Frances Emma, a student in the Water- 
loo high school. 

Mr. Kober belongs to the Brotherhood of American Yeomen, the Modem 
Woodmen of America, the Knights of the Maccabees, the Loyal Order of Moose, 
and to Helmet Lodge, No. 89, K. P. He exercises his right of franchise in 
support of the men and measures of the republican party, but the honors and 

emoluments of u!llt Ii ive had no attraction for hiin, as he has always preferred 
to devote his attention to his business affairs and other outside interests, which 
he considers more vital to his life than holding office. He and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church and their many good traits of character 
have firmly established them in the high respect and good-will of their fellow 
citizens. 



J. G. McALVlN, M. D. 

Dr. J. G. McAlvin, physician and surgeon of Waterloo, well qualified for 
the onerous duties of the profession by a tnoad course of study in the Stale 
University of Iowa and subsequent post-graduate work in New York city and 
the leading medical centers of Europe, 'has engaged in practice in Waterloo 
«ince 1910. He was born in Fanncrsbnrg near McGregor, Iowa, October 16. 
1869, a son of Dr. James McAlvin, who was a native of Scotland, and was a 
graduate in medicine, having acijuired his education in the Edinburgh Univer- 
sity. He was one of the early practitioners in northeastern Iowa and was one 
of the first doctors in the United States to open the abdomen tn the tegKoa of 
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the appendix for the treatment of abs>ccss and inHaniniation of the bowels, not 
realizing that he was opening an abscess of the appendix. 

Dr. J. G. McAtvin spent his youdiful days in his parents* home and sttpplc^ 
nwnted his early educational privileges by study in the State Normal school at 
Cedar Falls and in the State University of Iowa, irom which he was graduated 
in the class of 1895 with the degree uf Ph. B. Subsequently he pursued his 
medical course in the same institution and won his professional degree as a 
member of the class of 1897. Following his graduaticm he went immediately to 
Xew York city and continued his studies in the New York Post Graduate school. 
Thus splendidly equipped for professional duties and responsibilities, he located 
(or practice in Grundy Center in the spring of 1898. Success attended his 
efforts during the six years of his residence tiiere and in the spring of 1904 be 
went abroad, taking special work in the line of his profession in London and in 
Edinburgh, spending some eight months in study. In 1905 he returned to 
Iowa, settling at Cedar Falls, where he resided until 1910, when he came to 
Waterloo, seeking a broader field of labor. In the intervening years to the 
present he has built up an extensive practice, being ranked among the success- 
ful physicbns of the city. He is able and conscientious in the performance of 
professional duties, is most careful in the diagnosis of cases and at all times 
is keenly interested in ttie investigations which throw light upon the complex 
mystery which we call life. 

In 1899 Dr. McAIvin was united in marriage to Miss Clara Grace Hurst, 
of Cedar Falls, and to them have been bom two children : Helen Mar and 
James ITurst. Dr. McAlvin is well known in Masonic circles as a member of 
Emerald Lodge, No. 334, A. F. & A. M., and Ionic Chapter, No. loo, R. A. M., 
both of Grundy Center. Both he and his wife hold membership in the Order 
of the Eastern Star, and Mrs. McAIvin is a member of the Congrq^ational 
church. They are highly esteemed for their many attractive social qualities 
and during the period of their residence in Waterloo have gained many warm 
friends, the hospitality of many of the best homes being freely accorded them. 



LE CLAIR MARTIN. 

Lc Clair Martin, attorney at law of Cedar Falls, was bom in Paola, Kansas, 
on the 29th of November, 1870, a son of Dr. Charles M. Martin, a native of 
Miami county, Ohio, who for thirty-five years was prominent in the medical 
profession in Illinois and Iowa. At the present time, however, he is living 
retired in Denver, Colorado. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Hortense 
Bdl, was tlie iirst white ddld horn in Knox county, Illinois, and her death 
occurred in April, 1910. 

Le Clair Martin was educated in the public sdiools and at the Hull Educa- 
tional Institute at Hull, Iowa, from which he was graduated with the class of 
1888. In 1891 he entered the I'niversity of Michigan, in which he si)eiit two 
years. In 1893 his parents removed to Mount Vernou, Iowa, and he attended 
Cornell College the following year. He was graduated from that institution 
with the Ph. B. degree as a mcniber of the class of 1894, after which he returned 
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to Ann Arbor and look up the study uf law and completed his course in the 
University oi Michigan, where again the Ph. B. degree was conterrcd upon 
him as a member of the class of 1^5. In thai instittttton he continued his law 
studies and received the LL. B. degree upon graduation with the class of 1896. 
In the autumn of the same year he came to Cedar Falls, where he entered into 
a law partnership with Ilemian Q. Hemenway, which connection existed until 
the time of Mr. Ilcmenwny's retirement on the ist of October. The same 

month Mr. Martin htiamc a partner of Marry U. Turnipseed, a relationshij) 
that has since been maintained. The lirm is one of the foremost at the bar oi 
Cedar Falls and is accorded a clientage that is not only large but distinctively 
representative. Mr. Martin is regarded as a very able lawyer and he prepares 
his cases with that thoroughness and precision which must always be the fore- 
runner of success in the courts. 

In October, 1901. Mr. Martin was united in marriaf,'e to Miss Mary White 
Kinne, of Ann Arbor. Michigan, a daughter of judge lulward D Kinne, who 
for twenty-seven years has sat on the district bench of Washtenaw county, 
Michigan. Mr. and Mrs. Martin arc the parents of a son and two daughters, 
Edward Kinne, Mary Grace and Helen Hortense. 

In his political views Mr. Martin is a stalwart rqniblican, giving earnest 
support to the party since zgt conferred upon him the right of franchise. He 
served in the years 1899 and 1900 as city attorney but has never been an aspirant 
for public office. He belongs to Red Cedar Lodge, Xo. 83, K. of P.: to the 
Cedar Fall*; Commercial Club and the Oak Lawn Ciolf CInh, He is also n 
mctnber of the board of trustees of the Cedar Falls pu!)lic library. lie hold> 
inenibcrsliip in the Methodist 1-piscopal church, in wliich he is serving as 
steward, and his wife is a member of the Protestant Episcopal church. He 
takes the keenest interest in everything pertaining to the public welfare and to 
the upbuilding and development of city and county and cooperates heartily 
with measures and movements for the i^f'nci'al good. At the same time he gives 
careful attention to' his law practice and his devotion to his clients' interests is 
proverbial. 



B. A. HASELMAN. 

15. A. Haselman is a prominent factor in business circles of \\'aterl<K> as 
the leading harness manufacturer of the city, liciiii^ at tlu- head nf the W estern 
Harness & Supplv Company at \o. 615 Cninmcrci.'il street, whicli was organ- 
ized in 1902. lie conducts both a wholesale and retail enterprise, doing a niail 
order business and selling to the farmer direct. His birth occurred in Dubuqite 
county, Iowa, in 1872, his parents being Anton and Leonore Haselman, both 
of whom passed away in that county. The father was successfully enga^ 
in business as a contractor and builder. To him and his wife were born nine 
children, as follows: John, who died when twenty-seven years of age: Fred, 
who is a resident of Em|)ire City. Minnesota; Oiris, living in Xashiia. Town: 
Fritz, of Wilmont, Minnesota; B. .\.. of this review; Anna, who ^avc her hand 
in marriage to Albert Newman, of Dubuque, Iowa; Hannah, the wife of 
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Michaci Kckstein, of LXibuque, Iowa; Kate, who is the wife of Jacob Smith 
and resides in southern Minnesota; and Gertrude, the wife of Asa Freeman, 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

B. A. Haselman obtained his education in the common schools of his native 
county and after attaining his majority served an apprenticeship in the harness 
business. Subsequently he emlmrked in business on his own account as a manu- 
facturer of and retail dealer in harness at Norway, Benton county, Iowa. In 
n/)i lie sold out and came to Waterloo, establishing the Western Harness & 
Supply Company, which was organized a> such in the following year. Success 
has attended his cfTorts and, as above stated, he is now the leading harness 
manufacturer in the city. He owns one of the handsome homes of Waterloo 
and also has residence property at Dyersviile, Iowa. 

In Xovember, 1898. Mr. Haselman was united in marriage to Miss Rose 
Itehle, who was born in Norway, f.cnton county, this state, and whose parents 
died when she was but a child. She has one brother, Louie, and three sisters, 
namely: Minnie, who is the wife of Georfje Frese. of Norway, Iowa; Mar\ , 
the wife of Joseph Erger, of Norway, this state; and .Vnna. Mrs. Hascltnaii 
is the youngest of the family and a high-school graduate. By her marriage 
she has become the mother of two sons and a daughter, as follows : Eldred A., 
who was bom in 1901 ; Roger F., whose birth occurred in 1907; and Marlys R., 
lx)m in 1913. Mr. Haselman is identified fraternally with the Benevolent Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. Tie is an active, intelligent and progressive business man 
and one of the valued and representative citizens of Black Hawk county. 



JOSEPH A. McNAUGHTON'. 

Joseph .\. .McNaughton, a well known resident of La Porte City* still owns 

considerable land and was for some time actively enfja^ed in farming. He was 
bom in Ledar township, Black Hawk county, on tlie 5th of June, 1862, ai son 
of Alexander and Jane McNaughton. The father was a native of Fort William, 
Inverness-shire, Scotland, and the mother of Canada, although of Scotch descent 
When a boy of eleven years Alexander McNaughton accompanied his parents 
to America, the family locating in the province of Quebec, Canada. He learned 
the carpenter's trade and followed that occupation in the Dominion until tfie fall 
of 1859, when he came to the States and made his way by staj^e to Hlark Hawk 
county. He was accompanied by his wife and seven children and on his arrival in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, his capital consisted of but forty dollars. He cultivated a 
rented farm for five years, after which he purchased a place and gave his attention 
to its cultivation and development. He also worked at his trade to some extent 
and was successful in both lines of activity. On the 6th of Januaiy, 1913, he 
passed away at the unusual age of ninety-three years, having survived his wife 
for almost fourteen years, as her death occurred on the -3^1 of February, 1899' 
Joseph A. McNauj^hton was reared under the parental roof ruvl aitjuired 
his early education in the local schools. He later attended Tilturd Acaileniy 
at Vinton, Iowa, after which he returned home and remained upon the farm 
until the death of liis father. He then purchased the interests of tt»e (Aher heirs 
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in the homestead and became its sole owner. It compriics two hundred and 
eighty acres in Cedar township and is a valtiable property, as the land is naturally 
fertile and the farm has been wisely devdoped. Mr. McNaughton also owns a 
section of land in Colorado* while the family togetfier hold title to twenty^three 
hundred acres and are numbered among the extensive land owners of the county. 
He cultivated the homestead for about a year, or until March, 1914, and theii left 
the farm and removed to I^i Porte City with the intention of soon returning^ to 
the work of an agriculturi^t. However, he became interested along other lines 
and has now dctinitcly taken up his residence in La Porte City, where he owns 
a beautiful home. He is the republican candidate for cx>unty supervisor and is 
devoting a great deal of time to political activity. F6r twenty years he served as 
cleric of Cedar township and for about twelve years was treasurer of the school 
board. In 1910 he was appointed census enumerator and performed accurately 
and thoroughly the (Uttics of that position. While upon the farm he made a 
specialty of raising Chester White ht^s and Durham cattle and was known as a 
successful stockman. 

Mr. McXaughlon i.s a i'resbyterian and bases his rules oi conduct ujioii the 
teachings of that organization. Fraternally he belongs to the Knights of Pythias 
lodge and the Knights of Luther. He is one of the substantial and representa- 
tive citizens of the county and is a man of tried ability and integrity, respected 
and esteemed by all who know him. 



OLLIE O. FOULK. 

OIlie O. Foulk, a lifelong resident and substantial agriculturist of Black 
Hawk county, makes his home on section 31, Cedar township. His birth 
• occurred in that township in January, 1877, his parents being W. H. and Cather- 
ine (Mycrs> Foulk, natives of Perry county, Pennsylvania. The year 1867 
witnessed their arrival in Black Hawk county. Iowa, and here the father pur- 
chased ei^'hty ;urcs of land on sections 30 and 29, t'edar township, at once 
beginning the improvement of the property. As time passed and his financial 
resources increased, owing to his untiring industry and capable business man- 
agement, he augmented his holdii^fs by additional purchase until at the present 
time he owns six hundred acres of valuable land on sections 5, 29, 30 and 31, 
Cedar township, all of which he is cultivating and which yields him a gratifying 
annua! income. Mr. and Mrs. Foulk, sixty-eight and seventy years of age 
respectively, have lived in this county for nearly a half century and enjoy a 
very wide and favorable acquaintance within its lx)rders. 

OIlie O. Foulk was reared and educated in Black Hawk county, supple- 
menting bis earlier training by a three years' course of study in the Waterkio 
Business College. He remained under the parental roof until twenty-three 
years of age and then started out as an agriculturist on his own account, culti- 
vating^ a rented farm for one year. On the expiration of that period lie pur- 
chased a tract of one hundred and twenty acres on section 31, Cedar township, 
improved the pkice and has since been busily cn<^aged in its operation. I^ater 
he bought eighty acres ot the Smilii farm on section 29 and this he also culti- 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



199 



vatcs. He is now feeding forty-seven head of cattle and annually teeds one or 
iwo car loads, his live-stock interests adding materially to his income. 

In Januar)% 1900, Mr. Foulk was imited in marriage to Miss Carrie M. 
Weigle, her parents being John and Susan We^le, who were natives of Ger- 
many and emigrated to the United States, locating in Blade Hawk county, Iowa, 
in an early day. The father purchased land in Ea^le township and actively 
continued its cultivation until called to his final rest in 1909. For a number of 
years he had survived his wife, who passed away about 1893. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Foulk have been born five children, namely: Harold, Orie, Marie, Edna 
and Nelda. 

In politics Mr. Foulk is a stanch repubKcan, having -ui i^orted the men and 
measures of that party since age conferred upon him the right of franchise. 
For (he past four years he has served as sdKwl director and at the recent elec- 
tion was chosen township trustee. His religious faith is that of the Christian 
church. He has always taken an interest in all that i)ertains to the upbuilding 
or development of the community and gladly gives his support to every measure 
the adoption of which he feels would promote the general welfare. 



ANSON THEODORE HUKILL. 

Anson Theodore Hukill is superintendent of schools on the west side of 
Waterloo and has devoted his entire life to educational work, being recognized 
today as one of the prominent rcprcscntati\ cs of professional activity of that 
character in the state. He was bora upon a farm in Belmont county, Ohio, 
October 4, 1S5S, and is of Holland lineage, the name having been originaOy 
^>dled Huykl. Little is known of tiie early history of the family in this country, 
but his paternal great-grandfather, Josci)h Hukill, stfved in the Revolutionary 
war. His grandfather, Joseph Cochran Hukill, was bom in Pennsylvania and 
died in Ohio, in 1870, at the very venerable age of ninety-three years. His 
son, Joseph C. Hukill, was bom in Ohio and in early manliood wedded Mary 
Jane Hall, also a native of that state. In 1861 they came to Iowa, settling on 
a farm in Iowa county, and in 1890 they removed to Mount Pleasant, where 
tliey lived for ten years. In 1900 they became residents of Cedar Rapids, 
where Mrs. Hukill still makes her home but in 1914 was called upon to moum 
the loss of her husband, who passed away on the 21st of April of that year. 

Anson T. Hukill was only three years old when the family arrived in this 
*tate. He pursued his education in the country schools of Town county and 
afterward attended the Iowa City Academy, where he prepared lor entrance to 
the Iowa State University, from which he was graduated in 1887 with the degree 
of Bachelor of Philosophy, while in 1890 the degree of Master of Arts was con- 
ferred upon him by the same institution. On leaving college he at once took up 
the profession of teaching, becoming superintendent of schools at West Branch, 
Wa, where he remained for five years. He afterward spent seven years at 
Williamsburg, Iowa, as superintendent of schools, and in 1899 he accepted his 
present position as superintendent of schools on the west side of Waterloo, 
where he has now remained for fifteen years, lie holds to high ideals in his 
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profession/ is ever advancing and improving his standards and through practical 
effort has greatly promoted the interests of public education in this city and 
state. 

On the 30th of July. 1887, at Iowa City, Iowa, Mr. Hukill was united in 

marriage to Mis? T()scj)hinc N'an Meter, whn passed away on the 7th of October. 
1910, leaving <me son. ( )lin \ an Meter, l )n the 17th of July, lOi^. at Waterloo, 
Iowa, Mr. Ilukill was again married, his second union being with Miss Mar> 
K. Mishler. 

Mr. Hukilt votes with the r^ubKcan party but has never had aspiration for 
political office. His military record covers service as captain of Company B 
(University Battalion), Iowa National Guard, at Iowa City, durii^ his senior 

college year, to which rank he rose from that of corporal. In Masonry he has 
attained the Knight Templar degree and he also has membershii) with the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias. He likewise belongs 
to the Fortnightly Club, a literary society of which he has been the president, 
and he holds membership in the Methodist Episcopal church — relations which 
indicate the nature of his interests. He correctly values life and its opportuni- 
ties, sees the chance for progress and inqirovement along material, intellectual 
and moral lines and has been an active factor in the movement for general 
uplift. 



B. H. BYVANK. 

B. H. Byvank is the president of the Byvank Transfer & Storage Company 

of Waterloo. He was bom in Cook county, Illinois, on the 27th of December, 
i860, and is a son of ( K-orge G. and Jennie ( Class) Byvank. The mother died 
during the infancy of her son and in !S^)5 the father came to Iowa with his family, 
settling on a farm in Ucnnington township. Black Hawk county, where he con- 
tinued to reside until called to his hual rest. 

B. H. Byvank was but live years of age at the time of the ronoval to dus state 
and in the district schods of Bennington township he pursued his education. At 
the time of his facer's death he was nineteen years of age and upon him at that 
time developed the management of the home farm. He was married in 1885 and 
continued to engage in general ao^ricultMral pursuits upon the old homestead for 
three or four years longer. He then bought a farm for himself in Bennington 
township, continuing its cultivation until 1895. when he removed to Waterloo 
and for six or seven years was employed by the Cutler Hardware Company, bat 
was ambitious to engage in business on his own account and at the end of tiiat 
time purchased a team and dray, dius starting in the transfer business. From 
that huinlde beginning has been developed his present extensive drayage and tfans- 
fer business until he now utilizes sixteen teams and wagons Itesitlc an auto truck. 
His patronage, wliirh has grown year by year, is extensive and indicates wise and 
careful management of his affairs and reliable business methods. 

In 1885, Mr. Byvank was joined in wedlock lo Miss Mary Remiiardt, of 
Bremer county, Iowa, by whom he had Aree children, two of whom survive, 
namely : Clarence A., who is associated with his father in business ; and Elsie, at 
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home. He holds membership in Black Hawk Lodge, No. 72, I. O. Q. F., the 
Modern Woodnicn of America, Vconien and the W aterloo Commercial Club. All 
this indicates tiic nature of his interests and the breadth of his public spirit. His 
has been a busy and active life in whicfa from his school days to the present there 
have been few idle hours. He recognized the fact that in America labor is king 
and that he who would rule must win his advancement and demonstrate his 
worth. 



JOHN COOK GATES. 

John Cook Gates, a member of the Bkck Hawk county bar, practicing at 
Waterloo as the senior partner of the firm of Gates & LifFring, was bom at 
Hopewell, Ontario county, New York, February 16, 1838, a son of Joseph 
Brown and PamcHa Bishop (Cook) Gates, also natives of the Empire state. 
The son isUppKniented his public-school course by study in Genesee College at 
Lima, New \ ork, from which in due time he was graduated, winning the degree 
of Bachelor of Science. 

In 1864 Mr. Gates came to Waterloo, Iowa, and entered the law office of 
Bagg & Allen for the study of law, thinking to make its practice his life work. 
He also secured employment in the office of the county recorder and treasurer 
and thus met his living expenses while preparing for the bar. In i8()6 he was 
elected county superintendent of schools of Black Hawk county but resigned 
in 18(17 to accept the office of deputy clerk of the courts, which would liring 
him into more direct connection with the work uliaii he uUimately wished to 
follow. He served in that portion and as deputy county auditor until 1872, 
when he was elected clerk of the court, remaining as the incumbent of that 
office for four terms or eight yeai%. In 1877 he was admitted to the bar and 
when he left the office of clerk of the courts he took up the practice of law, 
Ijcconiing the junior member in 1881 of the firm of Alford ^l' Gates, which 
rt^lalion was maintained until 1900, when Mr .\Iford died. Six months later 
the lirni of Gates. Hanson & l-iffrinj^ was formed and that association was 
raainiamed lor two years, when Mr. Hanson removed to California, since which 
time the firm has been Gates & Uffring. They are accorded a liberal share of 
the work done in the courts and their clientage is not only large but of a dis> 
tinctively representative character, connecting them with much important liti* 
gation. The thoroughness with which Mr. Gates prei^res his work is one of 
the ?trongesl elements in his success Tie is especially efficient in probate cases, 
and many times he has been executor or attorney tor executors in the settle- 
ment of estates. .Vside from his profcs.sional interests and duties he is a director 
of the Fairvicw Cemetery .Association, a director of the Sans Souci Associa- 
tion, and a director and treasurer of the Waterkio Chautauqua & Bible Institute. 

On the i6th of March, 1864, in Wayne county, New York, Mr. Gates was 
united in marriage to Miss Adclia St. John, one of his classmates in Genesee 
College. To them were born five children, two of whom survive : John Howard 
^ates. a graduate of Iowa University, who is now one of the judges of the 
''Uprcme court South Dakota ; and Fanny Cook Gates, a graduate of North- 
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wcslerii University oi Evansiuti, ilHnuis, ot ilic class ot 1H94. Laicr ijr)u 
Mawr College conferred upon her the Ph. D. degree. In 1898 she became pro- 
lessor of i^ysics in Goucher College at Baltimore, Marybod, and after twelve 
years spent in that connection she entered the Chicago University for further 
study. In 1913 she was made dean of women in Grinnell College at Grtimdl, 
Iowa, where she still remains. Mrs. AdcHa Gates passed away Fcbruan,- 1, 
1874, and on the J 7th 01 May. 1^77, in Rochester. New York, Mr. Gates was 
again married, his second union being with Miss Sarah IVances Rumsiv. who 
was an intimate friend of his first wife. They have an adopted daughter, Helen 
Teresa Gates, a graduate of Iowa State Teachers College, later a kindeigarten 
teacher in Galesbmg, Illinois, and now a student in Chicago Kindergarten Cotl^. 

Mr. Gates exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and meas- 
ures of the republican party. He is a member of the Middle West Chajntr 
of Alden Kindred of America, beinp a direct flescetulant of John Alden. He 
belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church and since i<S()5 lias served on the 
official board of Grace church, while lor a third oi a century he was secretar} 
of the board and recording steward. He has been a generous contributor to 
the support of the church and has done everything in his power to further it$ 
interests and extend its influence. He was for fifteen years a member of the 
Waterloo school board and for nine years of that time he was its president 
He is interested in all those plans and projects for the uplift and l)encfil of human- 
ity. His life has ever hern actuated hv liroad humanitarian principle'^ that havt 
prompted hini on many iKcasions to i-xtend a helping hand. He is today one | 
01 the old-lime residents of Waterloo, inasmuch as his connection with the city 
covers a haK century, and throughout the entire period he has been a bdpful 
factor in all that has pertained to Its upbuilding. 1 



AN DREW McELULN N EY. 

In presenting the lilc record of .\ndrcw Mclilhinney we give to our readers 
the history of one who was widely and favorably known in Bhick Hawk county- 
Although of Scotch ancestry, Mr. McEIhinney was bom in Donegal, Irdand. 
March 13, 1829, and was one of a family of eight children, the only survivor 

being his brother, Qiarles ^fcF.lhinney, of Waterloo. Until he was fourteot 
years old he attended the local schools, performed duties required in the hous^ 
hold and grew up with the rude health an active busy life on a farm produccv 
He ma<le the best use of the limited op|X)rtunities for education, which be 
acquired through reading and contact with aflfairs. 

In the spring of 1850 Andrew and his brother David left the old home and 
three months later landed in Philadelphia. From May until August they worfcc^ 
on a farm at seven dollars a month and then went to Oil Creek, where they 
were accepted as enqrioyes in the White Oak Mills, where they worked at lum- 
bering^ for two years. Their success hrou£jht two other brothers. Patrick an^ 
William, to join them, and all worked together at Wild Cat Mills for six year? 
There is no doubt that Andrew was the movmg spirit which brought with him 
Patrick and William on a prospecting tour to the west in 1855. His business 
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instinct suggested to him the purchasing of a tract of the fertile land which 
rolled miles and miles away over the prairie, and the three brothers together 
secured a section of land in Tama county, Iowa, Andrew entering one hundred 
and sixty acres in Geneseo township, at one dollar and twenty-iive cents an 
acre. He then went back to die lumber r^ons but returned to his property 
in the spring of 1858* broke his land and engaged George Slade, another pioneer, 
to assist in the building of what was the first frame house put up in the town- 
ship. That fall found him back again in llie IVnnsylvania lumber regions. His 
return in the following year was with his wile, and they settled on his farm in 
Tama county, which remained their home for thirty-one years. 

A man so ^elf-reliant, fearless and capable soon took his natural place 
among his fellow citizens, and daring his residence in that part of the county 
Mr. McElhuiney filled every local office. He served as postmaster, assessor, 
trustee and school director and declined other positions of greater responsibility, 
his personal aflfairs having commenced to weigh heavily upon his time. Having 
adfled to liis holdings from time to time he became the owner of eight hundred 
mil eijLjhty acres of as fine land as could he found in Tama county and this he 
ijrought to a high state of cultivation and added to it many modern improve- 
ments. 

With the desire to better educate his children and still keep them in the fam- 
ily drcle he retired from the farm in 1890 and removed to Waterloo, where he 

purchased what was known as the Mabie hotne on the comer of I,inu- and High 
streets, but in July, 1890, he bought the Krapfel home at 427 East Fifth street, 
where he lived until his death and which is now owned and occupied by his 
youngest daughter Tressa. 

It was hack in I'ennsylvania that Mr. McElhinncy first met his wife and 
was married January 11, 1859, to Nancy Achsah Smith, at Tidioute, Pennsyl- 
vania. She was an only daughter of Peter Smith and had two brothers, Hugh, 
now living at Reeds Springs, Missouri ; and John, who died at Guys Mills, Penn- 
sylvania, December 21, 1912. Mrs. McElhinney was a descendant of the original 
Smiths of X'irginia. She was born in Tidionte, IVimsylvania. June 21, 1834. and 
|»assed away at the family home in Waterloo. Iowa, \o' enbcr (j, 1914, leaving 
two sons and two daughters, while three of her children passed away in infancy. 
Estelb J., the eldest, is the wife of Dr. II. H. Hanna of Waterloo. Fayette F., 
the oldest son, was married October 12, 1905, to Dessie Anderson and lives 
in Waterloo. Byron W. lives at Goldfiekl, Iowa, and was married July 3, 1899, 
to I'anny Agnes King. Tressa, the youngest, is single and lives in the old home. 

In his political views Mr. McElhinney was a stalwart republican, as are also 
his two sons. Fraternally he was a Mason, having joined the order in 1868, 
at La Porte City, where he was made a Master Mason, .\fter coming' to 
Waterloo he transferred his membership to the Waterloo lodge and until failing 
hcaldi prevented he was a regular attendant, believing in its principles and 
sdopiing them as one of his charts of life. A man of strict integrity, his busi< 
ness was conducted "on the square.*' He was a man of upright life and clean 
past. He will always be recalled as he was in his last moments — kind, genial 
and fvcn gay. conccnied for the comforts of others rather than himself. In 
his charming home, where he was seen at his best, he spent many happy, restful 
hours, when with the cares of business laid aside, he would show those attrac- 
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live attributes which made him so dearly beloved by his family and admired by 
the hosts of friends whom it was his pleasure to hospitably entertain. Vmm 
boyhood he iiad been a consistent member of the Protestant Episcopal church, 
and had long been one of the vestrymen of Christ church, W aterloo, and one 
of its most tiberat benefactors. 

Mr. McEtbinney was one of the original stockholders in the Union Mill 
Company and served ns a director of that corporation from 1873, when the com- 
pany was reorganized, until the time of his death and for many years was 
president. He was also a director of the First National Rank of Waterloo, of 
which financial institution he was tor many years vice president. He was also 
a stockholder of the Waterloo Improvement Company, which controlled and 
improved the Logan House property, which is now owned and occupied by the 
James Black Dry Goods Company. He had other large interests in various 
business ventures in WaterkM. An important financial interest was the Cittxens 
State Bank of Goldfield. Iowa, which he founded and of which he was president, 
his successor hcint; his "^on Favcttc until about four years ago, when Tressa wns 
elected president and l»yron W. ca:>hier. and they are stiU serving in that 
capacity. 

Mr. Mclilhiiuicy never had occasion to r«^ret his dctcruuuation to come 
to America when a young man of twenty-one years. He had no unwarranted 
opinion that fortune was to be had here for the asking, but he became familiar 
with the eternal principle that industry vrins, and he made industry die beacoo 
light of his li f e. As he passed on his energy and determinadon overcune many 
difficulties and obstacles in his path and the honesty of his pur|X)se commnnded 
for him the respect, confidence and goodwill of all. His memory is cherished 
by those who knew him, for he was not only a progressive and reliable business 
man but was a faithful friend, a loyal citizen and a devoted husband and father. 
His wife, too» shared in the high respect which was uniformly accorded to Mr. 
McElhinncy and was indeed a true helpmate. Much of his success he attributed 
to his loving wife, and th^ both did many good deeds for those who need 
assistance on life's journey. Mr. McElhinney passed away at his home July 3. 
1903- 

Mr. MclClhinney was ably assisted in his work by his youngest daughter Tressa, 
who assisted him for years in looking after his tinancial interests, and as he 
grew more feeble she more and more largely assumed the responsibility in 
business matters and readily showed her splendid executive ability, unfaltering 
enterprise and keen insight. She acquired her early education in the country 
school and afterward attended the Toledo high school, of which she is a gradu- 
ate. Later she pursued a course in the Waterloo Business College, from which 
she graduated, and she completed a four years Chautauqua and scicnlilic course, 
doing the reading in her own home. In 1907 finding the need for a jjractical 
banking experience she procured employment at the lilack Hawk National 
Bank, having charge of the savings department She always felt this was a 
gmt benefit to her in her private interests as it gave her a broader knowled^ 
of business. She had chaise of her mother's business and her own and has 
large financial interests in Waterloo. She is a stockholder in the Waterloo & 
Cedar Falls I'nton Mill Company, and one of the largest stockholders in the 
First National Bank; also has stock in Rath Packing Company and in the 
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Black Hawk National Bank and in the Citizens State Bank of Goldfield, Iowa, 
being president of the last named. She has worked some in real estate, having 
built and now owns a number of residences which she rents, deriving therefrom 
a snbstantial annual income. She has a half interest in the home farm of eight 
hmidred and eighty acres, her brother Byron owning the other half. She is 
resourcefttl, alert and sagacious and is seldom if ever at fault in matters of busi- 
ness jud^ent. She readily discerns the possibilities of a situation and advances 
steadily toward the goal for which she set out. 

She possesses a singular modesty and simplicity of manner. There is no 
ostentation about anything she says or does. When she does a kindness or 
performs a duty slw finds the strfiident reason for it in her own breast and has 
no desire to have it heralded abroad. She is prominent in club and social 
circles, having been secretary and treasurer of the Woman's Gub, and she is 
now secretary and treasurer of the fine arts department of the Woman's Club 
and was president of tin- Westminster giiild of the Presbyterian church and has 
filled different offices in the Eastern Star. 



ALFRED A. HOFFMANN, M. D. 

Dr. Alfred A. Hoffmann is practicing in Waterloo as a member of the well 
known and prominent firm of O'Keefe. Brown & Hoffmann. His ability as a 
physician has gained him high rank and his skill is being constantly augmented hy 
further reading antl broad experience. He was born in Dubuque. Iowa. Feb- 
ruary II, 1891, a son of Mathias and Mary (^Voclker) Hoffmami. both of whom 
were natives of Dubuque, in which city the father conducted one of the pio- 
neer undertaking establishments, having now been engaged in business there for 
thiTt>--live years. He is a past president of the Iowa Funeral Directors Asso- 
ciation. His wife also sunives and they were the parents of nine children: 
l eo A . who is now engaged in the undertakini^ Uusiness in (^in.iha, Nebraska; 
Martha, the wife of Dr. H. R. 1 hill, of Duliuciue. Iowa; Mary, the wife of 
M. J. (iracc. a deputy clerk of the courts in Duhutiue; Sister Mary leanctte, 
of tlie I'Vanciscan Convent of Dubuque; Mathias M., who lias joined the priest- 
hood and is assistant pastor of St. Francis church at Dyersville« Iowa; Alfred 
A.; Herbert J., a law student in the Iowa University at Iowa City; Alois M., 
who is attending Dubuque College ; and Martin H., also a student in that insti- 
tution. 

Dr. Hr ttmann was reared in Dubucjne to the at^e of cit^htccn yeav; anr! was 
a student in St. Josei)h's College to the age of seventeen. He then l)e^an prepa- 
ration for his jirofession in the department of medicine of the CreiglUon Uni- 
versity at Omaha, Nebraska, where he remained as a student for four years 
and was graduated with the class of 1912. The M. D. degree was then con- 
ferred upon him, after which he went to Denver, Colorado, and was an interne 
in St. .Anthony's Hospital for a year, gaining broad ])ractical experience through 
hospital practice with its varied o[^rtunities and demands. He then came to 
Waterloo and entered the St. Francis T^osintal as an interne, rcmaininij in 
that position for a year. On the expiration of that period he joined Dr. O'Keefe 
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and Dr. lirown in a partnership tiiat Ictl lo the adoption o£ the present hrui name 
of O'Keefe, Brown & HoflPmann. He now has charge of the X-ray departiiicnt 
at the St. Francis Hospital at Waterloo in connection with tfie conduct of a 
general practice which is now extensive and important. The offices of the 

firm are located in a suite of rooms in the Commercial Bank building. 

Dr. Hoffmann holds membership in the Catholic church and with the Knights 
of Cohttiibus. He comes of a family that has adhered to the democratic faith 
in politic s and he, t(w>. is an advocate of the party. He belongs to the I'hi Beta 
i'i, a medical tralcriiiiy. and along strictly professional lines is connected with 
the Waterloo Medical Society and the Black Hawk County Medical Society. 
Although but a young man, he has already attained a most creditable position 
in professional circles that many an older practitioner m^t well envy. 



GEORGE S. FERGUSON. 

It is an unusual thing that four brothers of a family should continue in busi- 
ness together, for conditions and individual tastes usually separate them. How- 
ever, in the Ferguson family, which has been represented in this county since 
1868, there are four brothers who are partners in the ownership of the business 
conducted under the name of the Ferguson Manufacturing Company. One of 
these brothers is he whose name introduces this review and who throufjhout the 
greater period of hi> aclivt business life has been connected with industrial 
pursuits. He was liKjrn m Bradford county, Pennsylvania, in 1862, a son of 
Edward and Isabelle (Cummit^) Ferguson, who are mentioned at length on 
another page of this work in connection with the sketch of Albert R. Ferguson. 
The family arrived in this ccnmty in 1868, when Geoige S. Ferguson was but a 
little lad, and their home was established on a farm eight miles nor^east of 
Waterloo. 

George 1 erguson attended the district schools of Benninj]:ton township 
and afterward became a student in the Prairie Home .Seminary. He worked in 
the fields when not busy with his text-books and remained at home until twenty- 
one years of age, when he went to South Dakota, where he took up a claim and 
in connection with its development operated a well drilling maclune for one 
year. At the end of that time he returned to Iowa, where he engaged in the 
creamery business for about three years. He next purchased a ririlling machine 
and devoted the succeeding five years to drilling wells. At the end of that time 
he wa.s rniploycd :i< a travelinj^ salesman by the Kelley \- ranncliill Company 
and reprcscuied that house u()oii the road for alxjut fifteen years, his long con- 
tinued connection with the business indicating his capability and his faithfulness 
to the trust reposed in him by his empk»yers. Others of the family were also in 
the employ of the firm, to whom the name of Ferguson stood as a synonym for 
reliability and capability. On leaving the road George S. Ferguson joined his 
brothers in the organization of the Ferguson Manufacturing Company and ha.s 
since been general manager of the Imsiness. which is that of manttfacturing well 
drilling machinery and snpplio His early experience in well drillini,' stands 
him in good stead in this connection, having brought to him a practical knowl- 
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edge of the work to he done by the machinery which his company now nianu- 
tactures. He concentrates his energi^ upon this business and his close appli- 
cation and keen insight have been factors in its growing success. 

On the 33d of December, 1894, Mr. Ferguson was united in marriage to 
Miss Katherine Lemper, who was tiom in Galena, Illinois, a daughter of I'aul 
and Anna (Cawthom) Lemper. l)oth of whom were natives of Illinois, whence 
they came to Iowa when Waterloo was a village and gave little promise of ever 
reaching its present metropolitan size and condition?. However, they took up 
their abode in Waterloo and the father engaged in the hardware business, in 
which he continued imtil a few years prior to his death, which occurred in the 
latter "Sos. His widow still resides in Waterloo, occupying the old home on 
Franklin street. Mr. and Mrs. Feiipison have one son, Paul L.« who is now a 
high-school pupil. Th^ occupy an attractive residence at No. 302 Mobile 
street which Mr. Ferguson owns, t(^ether with other real estate in tliis city. 

He belongs to the Modern Woodmen of .\merica and the liiotlierlnKxl of 
.-\merican Yeomen. He usually votes the democratic ticket althout,'li he is inde- 
pendent in his political views and actions. At one time he served as township 
clerk of Bennington township, but he cares little for public office, preferring to 
concentrate his efforts and attention upon other interests. He belongs to Grace 
Methodist Episcopal diorch and high and honorable principles guide him in all 
life's relations. 



iii..\RY F. HOPPE. 

Henry F. Hoppe is the owner of a vahtabte property of one hundred and 
e^ty-six acres situated on sections 4 and 5, Spring Creek township. He also 
has other real-estate holdings in the county and his land is the visible evidence 

of a life of well directed enerji^y and thrift. He was bom in Germany, October 
5. 1879, and is a son of Carl L. and Christitia (Tebhe) Hoppe. who are nien- 
tioned in connection with the sketch of C. F. Hoppe, on another page of this 
work. 

The usual experiences of the farm lad fell to the lot of Henry F. Hoppe 
during his boyhood and youth. He was but five years of age when his parents 

came to the new world and therefore he was practically reared as well as edu* 
cated in Black Hawk county, attending the })arochial and district schools. He re- 
mained at hotne until he reached the age of thirteen years and then started out 
in life on his own account, livinp by workinjj as a farm hand. He was thus 
employed for eight years, during which time he practiced frugality as well as 
industry and acquired the capital that enabled him to purchase eighty acres of 
land in Spring Creek township. For five years he resided upon that farm and 
cnntinued its cultivation, after which he removed to Waterloo, where he engaged 
in teaming for a year and a half. He next entered the employ of the W. E. 
Closson Medicine Company as traveling agent and was for five years thus en- 
gaged. He then resumed affHcuHural pursuits, returning to Sprinsr Creek town- 
ship. At that time he purchased the old .Seaman farm of one hundred and 
eighty-six acres on sections 4 and 5 and in the intervening years he has culti- 
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vated this place and has added to it various modern improvements which niaice 
it one of tiie splendid fami properties of the district. It presents a neat and 
thrifty appearance and the well tilled fields annually return golden harvests. 
The place is well fenced and is divided into fields of convenient size in whidi are 
raised excellent crops of com, wheat and other cereals. Mr. Hoppe still owns 
his original ciufhty acres on section 9 and from his property derives a substantial 
annual incimu- 

Mr. Hoppe is the secretary for La Porte City district of the Maxtield Insur- 
ance Company. He exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and 
measures of the democratic party and keeps well informed on the questions and 
issues of the day and is ever ready to support his position by intelligent argu- 
ment. Tie does not seek office, however, preferring that others should win the 
political positions. His religious faith is tliat of the Lutheran church. He is 
truly a self-made man. for from the earh' aj^c of thirteen years he has been 
dependent upon his own resources. At a j)eri()(l wlien niost lx)ys are in school 
he was earning iiis living and since that time he has had few idle hours, his dili- 
gence, determination and sound business judgment bringing to him the success 
which he now enjoys. 



JOHN SMELSER. 

For the past two decades John Smelscr has Hvcd retired ui Lu Porte City, 
but for a number of years he was energetically engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
He was bom in Tennessee in October, 1826. a son of Henry and Betsy (King) 
$melser, natives of Tennessee and \ irginia respectively. The fadier was a 
farmer and cultivated land in the P>ig Bend state for some time. He subse- 
quently removed to Indiana with hi- family and eventually to Penton county. 
Iowa, arriving there when that region was still scarcely touched hy civilization. 
He continued to devote his energies to farm work until his death, which occurred 
in 1889. His wife died in La Porte City in 1882, 

John Smelser was reared and educated in the Hoosier state and when a 
young man of twenty years was tiiere married and b^an fannhi^ upon his own 
account. In 1852 he came to this county and purchased one hundred and six^ 
acres of land, later adding an additional forty acres. He improved his prop- 
erty, a i)art of which is situated over the line in T.i nton < oimty, and operated 
his farm successfully until l8()4, when he retired and removed to La Porte City, 
where he has since resided, enjoying the leisure made possible by his labor in 
former years. 

Mr. Smelser was married in October, 1846, to Miss Mary A. Hogshire, and 
they became the parents of five children: John, a resident of Sioux Falb, South 

Dakota; Nettie, who died when an infant of eighteen months: Ernest, who lives 
in Minnesota ; Menry, residing in I -a I'ortc City : and a child who died in infancy. 
The wife and moiiier was called to tlie home beyond in 1893 and five years later 
Mr. Smelser married Mary A. Dooley, of La Porte. 

Mr. Smelscr is. a member ot the Methodist Episcopal church in good standing 
and contributes of his means to the carrying on of its work and the spread of 
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its innuence. Since age coiiferrctl him the rij^ht of suffrage he has voted 

ihc rcpubUcaii ticket and held a number of local ollices while living upon his 
farm, including tbat of township trustee. As an agriculturist he was alert, 
progressive and industrious, and his farm repaid his care and labor by yidding 
abundant crops, which brought a good price upon the market. His personality 
is one that inspires respect and confidence, and his probity and honor are never 
questioned. 



JOSEPH LEWIS POWERS, M. D. 

Dr. Joseph Lewis Powers, one of the most venerable citizens of Iowa» passed 
away in Waterloo on the 29th of October, 1914, when in the ninety-first year of 
his age, but his memory remains as a benediction and an inspiration to all with 
whom he came in coTiluit, so \\\^h were his principles, so exnlterl his ideals, so 
fjenerous. kiiully and helpful his acts, lie was born near Schenectady, New 
York, December 11, 1823, his parents being Lewis and Mehitable ( W hitehead) 
Powers, natives of Vermont. He was three years of age when his parents 
removed to Newstead, New York, and was a youth of eleven years at the time 
of their emigration westward to Ohio in 1835. At the age of seventeen years 
he purchased his time from his father and through the following two years 
worked upon the farm. 

N'ot content with the educational opportunities he had thus far received, he 
attended tiie sehools of Ashland, Ohio, and also Granville College, and siihse- 
qucnlly he took up the profession of teaching. While thus engaged he devoted 
his leisure hours to the study of medicine and m further preparation for prac* 
tice he attended the Starling Medical Collie at Columbus, Ohio, in the years 
and 1848. He afterward b^an the practice of medicine at Blendon, near 
Cohimbus. and in 1850, attracted by the discovery of gold in California, he made . 
the loii^ journey across the plains to the Pacific coast, where lie .arrived after 
traveling for one hundred and ten davs. I hiring the sncceeditij; year and a half 
lie coiidueted a medical and surgical liospital in addition to his work as a miner. 
He then decidetl to return to his Ohio home and started eastward with eighteen 
hundred dollars in gold, the savings of his year and a half. He returned by 
way of San Francisco and the Isthmus route to New Orleans, proceeded up the 
Mississippi to St. Louis and thence made his way to Morrow county. Ohio, 
where he invested in two hundred .icres of land. He then rented his farm and 
afterward started on a three lunidred mile horschack ride to the home of hi>; 
affianced wife, Jannette S. Byam, who was then living in Iowa. They were 
married at Andrew, this state, on the 30th of December. i«S52. and immediately 
returned to Ohio to begin their domestic life in a new log house which had 
been erected on the farm. They occupied that place for seven > ears and there 
their older children were bom. At the end of that time they removed westward 
to Iowa, settling in Homer township, Benton county, where Dr. Powers resumed 
the practice of medicine in connection with the development and improvement 
of his farm. There he lived for seven years, after which he went to Irving. 
Iowa, and opened an office, concentrating his energies upon his practice. In 
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1876 he was graduated from the Keokuk Medical CoUt^e, which at that tune 
was the medical department of the University of Iowa. In 1878 he removed to 
Reinbedc, where he followed his profession for many years, but after the dendi 
of his wife he retired from active practice and spent hb last years wiA his 
diildren. 

Dr. Powcr> liad iwo sons and three daugjhters: Dr. F. W. and L. E. Powers, 
both of Waterloo: Mrs. J. H. Welch, of Belle I'laine; Mrs. S. H. Cranmer. of 
Minneapolis; and Mrs. J. A. WeUb. of Waterloo, at whose home he was staying 
when death odled him. 

Dr. Powers was a man of strong Christian faith and spirit. He thought 
little of himself or his own interests but devoted his life to service for his fam- 
ily and for the uplift of humanity. When forty-five years of ag^e he joined Ae 
ATcthodist Episcopal church at Irving and from that time forward was a very 
active church worker, making his religion a part of his everyday existence and 
not merely a matter of Sunday observance. On removing to Reinl)cck he be- 
came a charter meinber of the Methodist Episcopal church of Lliai place and 
he ever endeavored to make his life the expression of his Christian belief and 
of the teachings of Him who came not to be ministered unto but to minister. 

That his life broadened in its outlook, in its percq>tions and in its purposes 
is indicated by excerpts from letters which he wrote or itom things that he said. 
At the time of the celebration of his silver wedding anniversary, in resjwwding 
to the felicitations and best wi-shcs of ihe friends iliat had ijatliered. in addressing 
his wife upon the part which slie liatl tilled so tailhi'ully, he said, among other 
things, "*As we enter another quarter of a century in the great race of life, if we 
fail to reach the golden anniversary of our wedded life, may we with these 
friends receive a ridi and abiding crown in the Great Beyond." Twenty years 
later, upon reaching his seventy-fifth birthday, in writing a letter to one of his 
daughters, he said: "As we stand at the open door of the unwritten future 
with responsibilities pressing hard for a satisfactory solution, our riper experi- 
ence would dictate that duty |)erfornied may bring resj>on>ihility. but never 
failure nor dishonor. Live on the bright side of life, pressing hard to the right, 
that honest thought, abiding purpose and Christian living shall be an inspirati(m 
as we make toward the other shore." Five years later, at the age of eighty, on 
the occasion of the celebration of the golden wedding anniversary of his wedded 
life, in responding to the greetings of friends, he said: **There are times when 
sentiment lingers at the threshold of thought and the tongue falters; and wc 
are almost mute in attempting to put into words, at such a time as this, a proper 
appreciation of abidincf confidence and friendship. Pleasant ineniorics renjind 
us that iwcnly-five years ago a number of this company called upon us and left 
tokens of good-will on the occasion of our silver wedding. At that time we 
thought we were nearing Pi^ah's height of htunan life; but tcmight as memory 
sweeps over a quarter of a century, the flashlight of experience and duty reminib 
us that wc were then only in the foothills of life's mission. As I stand in the 
twilight in the coveted heijjhl of four 5;rorc years and view the {)lain below, I 
am reminded tliat the heart treasures are the hri^ditesi pictures hanging on the 
walls of memory, and richest fniitape is feathered from friendship's altar. Stand- 
ing at the open door of the unknown future and ^canning the horizon of human 
life, I am glad that, amid all its failures, life is not all a dream, but is b^ wiA 
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]>os;.ibilities and hope. We must remember that it is individual purpose and 
etfort — leaning hard to the right- that ^ves coloring to character and makes 
history worthy of a jjlace on the tablet oi memory." Later, at the age oi eighty- 
seven, he took some pleasure in composing a poem of eight verses on 'The 
Voyage of Life/' which he has left to the family in his own handwriting. One 
of the verses reads as follows: 

"Shadows may overtake you, on the way, 

.And thus you wander, may go astray, 

Bethlehem's star, a light for thee, 
To brighten hope, a guide at sea.*' 

The year following the death of his wife he wrote: **t am floating on the 
current of time, and in the passing of my eighty-eighth birthday, I am abiding 
my time for the call to come up higher." Upon the celebration of his ninetieth 
birthday, which was held December ii. 1913, upon which occasion many friends 

called and cxtetukd their best wishes for his future health and happiness, he 
said, among other things worthy of rqjctition: "Self is a mighty poor master; 
sell is the worst devil to contend with. My advice to the young is first, honesty, 
and a high regard lor Christianity, lor their own betterment and the betterment 
of society/' 

At all times Dr. Powers held to the highest ideals and constantly put fordi 
effort for their adoption. The consensus of public opinion is that his was a 
most earnest and consistent Christian character. His presence as much as his 

professional aid constituted a stimulus and a blessing in the sick room Me held 
friendship inviolable : he was loyal to every duty and certainly the world is 
better for his havinjj lived. He came to an honorcil old af^c with few pages in 
his life record that he might vvisli to erase; on the contrary his history is one 
which should serve to inspire and encourage others, as it points out the value of 
character, of noble living and of honorable purpose. 



J. C. KOENEKE. 

J. C. Koeneke is secretary and treasurer of the Iowa Real Estate & Invest- 
ment Company of Waterloo and belongs to that class of men whose ready recog^ 
nition and improvement of opportunities have ted to their success. His birth 
occurred in Bremer county. Towa, in iSS<^>. and, spending his boyhood and youth 
there, he supplemented his early educational training by study in the Waverly 
high school and afterwarrl entered the .State Agricultural College at Ames, being 
graduated trt)ni the dairy department of that institution with the class of H)05. 
He was allcrward appointed milk inspector for the large creamery plant at 
Litchfield, Minnesota, where he remained for a year, and later he became asso- 
ciated with his uncle, who was assistant dairy food commissioner of Illinois. 
Some time later he became secretary and treasurer of the Iowa Real Estate & 
Investment Conqpany of Waterloo, which handles its own property, building 
factories, homes or any structure that prospective purchasers require. The 
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business of the firm is extensive and iniporiani and ha;^ constituted one of ilie 
effective and forceful elements in the upbuilding and progress of the city. He 
has never ceased to feel an interest in that line of work for which his college 
training qualified htm and he is now a member of the board of directors of the 
Dairy Cattle Congress. 

In 1909 Mr. Koeneke was married to Miss Hazel M. Cass, a daughter of 
J. F. Cass, vice president of the Waterloo. Cedar Falls & Northern Railroad 
Company, and they have one danj^htcr. \ iri,'inia Louise. 

Mr. Koeneke hold> niembershij) with the r,vant^clical church. Ilis iiucrc?i 
in public affairs also extends beyond the moral aspect to the upbuilding of those 
forces which contribate to the welfare and progress of the city along niaterial 
lines. To this end he is a member of the Commercial Gub and Board of Trade 
and of the Town Criers Club. He is a young man of capability, alert and ener- 
getic, and has made for himself a creditable position in the business world. 



L. V. SIXNARD. 

America has aptly been termed the. land of opportunity. In a country where 
effort is unhampered by caste or class diligence and determination can always 
win recognition. A resident of W alerloo for more than a quarter of a centur>', 
having arrived in this city in 1888, L. P. Sinnard is now well known as one 
of the partners in the firm of Sinnard Urothers, leading grocers of this section 
of the state. 

Iowa claims him ai> a native son, his birth having occurred in Kellogg, Jas- 
per county, in 1870. He is a son of Cyrus and Emily Sinnard and in his early 
boyhood accompanied his parents on their removal to Eddyville, Iowa, where he 

was reared to the age of seventeen years. He afterward spent a year in Omaha, 
Nebraska, atid at the age of eighteen came to \\ aterloo. where he has now re>i(le(l 
for twenty-six years. He has only been out of the state twice since that time 
and his clo^e a|)p!ication to hu^ineNv anil liis nn faltering energy have brou<.;ht 
him to a conspicuous and luHiorablc |xjsiiion ni the trade circles of his adopted 
city. 

Ahnost immediately after his arrival here Mr, Sinnard entered the employ 
of Morrell & Turner, grocers, with whom he continued for about five years. 

He was afterward in the employ of other firms until the 2d of June. njcS, but 
thrnu^diout the entire period was actuated by a laudable desire of one day en- 
gaging' in business on his own account. This hojic soon saw its fulfilment when, 
in 1908, he and his brother funned a partnership under the lirm style of Sinnard 
Brothers and embarked in the grocery trade on their own account in \\ aterloo, 
where the firm name has since become a household word. They began business 
in a little room on Cast Fifth street in the Ellis Hotel block and from the ban- 
ning success attended their efforts because of their unremitting diligence, their 
earnest desire to please their patrons and their thoroughly reliable business 
methods. On the 1st of .August. 1912, they Wi^lit out the grocery business of 
A. H. Pinkerton at Xo. 216 West Fourth street and L. P. Sinnard look charge 
of this store and there developed the largest retail grocery business in West 
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Waterloo. On the ist of July, 1913, they removed their i^ast Waterloo store to 
tfie present location at No. 320 East Fourth street, where they have very com< 
niodiotts quarters. That business is in charge of R. C. Sinnard, mention of 
whom appears elsewhere in this volume. The Sinnard Brothers employ on an 
average of tw cnty-cight salesmen and others to take care of their business. They 
have four delivery wagons on the wcs' ^t!» and two wnjfons and a large auto 
truck for delivery on the east side Their trade has now reached extensive 
proportions, making thcni ihc leading grocers of Waterloo. They carry a most 
attractive stock of staple and fancy groceries, furnishing everything known to 
the trade in their line, and their stock equals in kind any to be found in the 
laigest cities. In fact, their establishment would be a credit to a city of much 
greater size than Waterloo. Th^ have always been most careful in the stand* 
ard of goods carried, in the personnel of the house and in the treatment ac- 
corded patrons, and as a result of their methods their business has grown year 
by year. 

In 1893 Mr. Sinnard was united in marriage to Miss Emma l>xiko. who passed 
away in June, 1910, leaving three children: Marie, Duke and Margerj-. Mr. 
Sinnard belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows* to the Tribe of Ben 
Hur, to die Knights and Ladies of Security and the Modem Brotherhood of 

America. He is also a member of the Commercial Club and the Young Men's 

Giristian Association. He is, moreover, a public-spirited citizen and, strong in 
his individuality, he never lacks the courage of his convictions. He is well 
known for the sterling' inti;,'! ity and honor of his character, which have naturally 
gained for him the resj)ect and conlidence of men. He is widely and favorably 
known throughout Waterloo and Black Hawk county and his wortfi well merits 
the high regard which is uniformly given him. 



JESSE O. BURGESS. 

Jesse O. Bufgess, one of the honored veterans of the Civil war who has 
lived in well earned retirement at La Porte City dnce 1908, was for more than 

four decades actively and successfully identified with agricultural pursuits in 
I Hack Hawk county. His birth occurred in Virginia on the 3d of December, 
iJ<^5. his parents being Edward and Catherine (Pixicr) Burgess, the former a 
native of Pennsylvania and the latter of the ( Md Dominion. They came to 
Iowa in ai» early day and after residing for some lime in .\llamakee county re- 
moved to Waterloo, Black Hawk county, the father being here engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits. Subsequently he returned to Allamakee oounty» where his 
demise occurred in 1894, while his wife passed away in 1884. 

Jesse O. Burgess was reared and educated in the state of his nativit\ and 
was a yntmg man of about twenty-two years when in 1857 he removed with 
his i»arents to Allamakee cnnnty, Iowa. At the time of the onthreak of the 
Civil war he enlistcfi for service with the Union anny as a niemher of Company 
I, Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry, and remained with that command for three 
year5> holding the rank of sergeant. He participated in a number of hotly coii- 
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tested engagements and made a most creditable military record, never faltering 
in the performance of any task assqpned him. Following the period of his army 
service he came to Black Hawk county and here carried on general agricultural 

pursuits continuously and successfully until 1908, when he put aside the active 
work o£ the liclds and took up his alwHlr in La Porte City, where he purchased 
an attractive residence and has since nuiUe nis home. He also owns one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of kmd in Colorado and is widely recognized as one of the 
substantial and esteemed citizens of his community. 

On the 2jd of August, 1862, Mr. Burgess was joined in wedlock to Aliss 
Mary L. Dibble, whose parents were natives of V ermont and New York re- 
spectively and passed away in Pennsylvania. The father devoted his time and 
energies to farming throughout his active business career. Mr. and Mrs liurgcss 
became the parents of six children, namely: Reuhcn A.; Lura ; Otto; Cora, 
who is deceased; jiiaies, and CUarics, a barber of La i'orlc City. 

Mr. Burgess has always exercised his right of franchise in support of the 
men and measures of the republican party, believing firmly in its principles. 
In religious faith he is a Methodist, and he still maintains pleasant relations 
with his old army comrades as a member of F. M. Thompson Post, G. A R 
He has now passed the seventy-ninth milestone on life's journey and enjoys the 
respect and seneration which should ever \k- accorded one who has traveled thus 
far on this earthly pilgrimage and whose career has been at all times upright 
and honorable. 



A. M. PLACE. 

A. M. Place, the vice president of the Fir>l National I'ank, has ])een a re>i- 
dcnt of Waterloo since 1871 and in the iiUcrvtning period of lorty-three years 
has advanced steadily in business circles, worth and ability winning him prcmio- 
tion from time to time until he has reached his present enviable place among the 
financiers of Black Hawk county. He was bom in Dubuque, Iowa, in 1862, a 
son of Thomas W. and Mary J. ( .\fycrs) Place, who came to Black Hawk 
county in 1871 and are still residing within its borders. 

.\. M. Place was at that lime a lad of nine years. He at once entered the 
public schools ot Waterloo and when his text-books were \m{ a>ide he inmie- 
diatcly started upon his Imsmess career, entering the employ ot the Illinois 
Central Railroad Company as telegraph oi>erator. He was from 1881 until 
1912 associated with various lines of railroad work. Each step in his career was 
a forward one and each change broi^ht him larger responsibilities and also 
wider opportunities. In 1912 he was called to the vice presidency of the First 
Xational r.ank nm] is thus connccte(l with one of the strongest financial institu- 
tions of the count). He is also the vice jiresident of the First National Bank 
Building Company and is trea.surer of the Marsh- Place Building Company, 
which has recently erected one of the hnest business structures of the city. He 
is likewise a director in the Waterloo Loan & Trust Company and is thus actively 
and extensively connected with some of the most important business ctmcerm 
of the city. His worth and capability are more and more widely recognized and 



Digitized by Googl 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



217 



his cooperaiiun haa accordingly been bouglu, while his judgment has constituted 
an deoMiit in the succetsful conduct of <lifferent busSneM institutioos. 

In 1900 Mr. Place was united in marriage to Miss Madge Manson, who was 
bom and reared in Waterloo. They attend iht rrcsl)ytcrian church and their 
lives are guided by high and hcmorablc princ^es. Mr. Place also conforms its 
teachings to the beneficent spirit of Masonry and he ha^ membership w ith the 
Itlks. with the C'ummercial Club and Hoard of Trade and with the ( ountry 
Club of V\ alcrloo. His record in every relation has been so honorable that he 
has gained the confidence and goodwill of all with whom he has been brought 
in contact and be is justly accorded a place among the f>rominent and 'repre- 
sentative residents of Blade Hawk ooonty. 



CHARLES J. liKUAD. 

Qiarlcs J. Broad is numbered with that class of citizens in whose hves effort 
and determination spell success. He had no spedal advantages at the outset of 
his career but he possessed determination and ambition* whidi are periutps bet- 
ter than capital, and gradually he has worked his way upward until he now 
ranks with the prosperous farmers of Spring Creek township. His farm is on 
-cctions 25 and 26 and comprises one hundred and seventy-five acres of excel- 
lent land, the soil l)cinj; vcr\ arable. 

Mr. Broad is a native son of Wisconsin, his birth having occurred in thai 
State on the 8th of August, 1857, his parents being J. M. and Polly (Wells) 
Broad, die former a native of Kentucky and the latter of Ohio. The fatiber 
was a blacksmith by trade and went to Wisconsin in an early day. He there 
engaged in blacksmithing luitil i860, when he r jyi: v. ith his family to Black 
Hawk county, Iowa, and sultseqncntly established his home near Brandon. 
lJuchanan county, where he again worked at his trade until his health failed. 
He then retired from active business life and lived upon a thirteen-acre tract 
of land which he owned near the home of his son, Charles J., remaining there 
to the time of his death, which occurred in March, 1891, when he was seventy 
years of age. His widow survives and is now Hving upon that place at the very 
advanced age of eighty-five years. 

Charles j. i>road spent the period of his boyhood and youth in Iowa, being 
a lad of l)nt three year? when the family left Wisconsin and came to this state. 
He attended the i)Vtblic schools and at an early age began providin<j for his own 
supiKiri in working as a tarni hand, thus spending several years. But he was 
ambitious to engage in business on his own account and at the age of sixteen 
years he rented land which he cultivated until he had attained his majority. 
During that period he carefully saved his earnings and his industry and economy 
brought him the capital that enabled him at the age of twenty one to purchase a 
^^rnall tract of land on section 2(^>. Spring Creek township. To this he kejit adding 
from time to time as his financial resources increased until within the boundaries 
of his farm are comprised one hundred and seventy-five acres of fine land 
situated on sections 25 and 26, the buildings being upon the former section. 
When the first small tract came bto his possession he at once b^an to cultivate 
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and develop it and hab since given his undivided attention tu the work of the 
farm with the result that his labors have been crowned with a gratifying measure 
of success. He annually harvests good crops and he cmfAoys the most modem 
methods in tilling the soil and caring for the harvests. He also has good grades 

of stock upon his place and the farm is today a valuable property. He is like- 
wise a stockholder in the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Intenirban Railroad 

Company. 

In April, 1885, occurred the marriajfe of Mr. Broad and Miss Celestia Cramer, 
a daughter of George and Lydia (Farkerj Cramer, the former a native of New 
York and the latter of Pennsylvania. They came to La Porte City, Iowa» about 
i860, having in the meantime, however, lived for a ttnw in Wisconsin. The 
father was a stonemason and worked at his trade throughout the period of his 
residence in this county. He died in November, 1894, at the age of sixty years, 
^vhi1e his wife passed away in September, 1883, at the age of forty-four years. 
1 iieir daughter. Mrs. Broad, was bom in La Porte City in (Xtober, 1865, and 
by her marriage became the mother of four children : Fred, who is a farmer 
of Spring Creek township, this county; Vera, who died March 8, 1904, at the 
age of sixteen years ; Harry, who is married and is operating a farm in Spring 
Creek township ; and Myrta, who is engaged in teaching school in Spring Credc 
township. 

The relij^ious faith of the family is that of the Methodist church and the 
[lolitical belief of Mr. Broad is in harmony with the platform of the republican 
party. He and his laniily are widely and favorably known and the hospitality 
of the best homes of their seciion of the county is freely accorded them. They 
display many good traits of heart and mind and have gained a large drcle of 
warm friends. 



GEORGE S. MORNIN. 

Ability will come to the front anywhere and enterprise is an indomitable 
quality that will mn success in the face of the strongest difficulties. These 
qiaalities are mmibered among the diaracteristics of Geotg^e S. Momin, whose 
well formulated plans for business have been carried forward to successful 
completion, bringing him to the presidency of the Security Trust & Savings 
Bank, of Cedar Falls, which is one of the leading financial institutions of Black 
Hawk county. He was born December 4, 18^)4, in the city in which he still 
makes his home, his parents being Peter D. and Caroline (Noll) Mornin. The 
father was bom in the suburbs of Dublin, Ireland, and the mother was bom in 
Pennsylvania and came of Pennsylvania-Dutch parentage. 

In the year 1854 Peter D. Momin crossed the Atlantic to the United States. 
He was then a young man and following his arrival here became associated with 
John H. Osborn as a sub-contractor on the building of the Philadelphia & Read- 
ing Railroad. He was married in Newmanstown, Pennsylvania, and in 1858 
came west to Iowa, traveling by stage from DunUath, at that time the terminus 
of the Illinois Central Railroad, to Cedar Falls, crossing the river here on a 
pontoon bridge. He found hut a small village containing only a few white peo- 
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pie and many Indians. He worked at whatever he could do that would give him 
a living for himself and wife. In later year'; he was street commissioner of 
Ledar Falls for seven years and for six years served as a member of the city 
council. He died in July, 19 13, when more than eighty-five years of age, white 
his wife passed away in 1906 at Uie age of sixty-five years. 

They were the parents of five children, of whom only George S. Momin 
survives. He was reared in Cedar Falls and attended its schools, passing through 
consecutive grades until he became a high-school i)upil. When a youth of seven- 
teen years he went to work for the Alexander Graham Milling Comjjany. with 
which he was identiiied until the mill was destroyed by tire. He afterward found 
enipioynient with I*". L. -Morgan in the drug business at a salary of one hundred 
and fifty dollars per year, and eventually passed the examination as a pharmacist 
before the state board without having pursued a colle;ge course. This was three 
years after he had undertaken work in that line. Later he engaged in the drug 
business on his own account and subsequently organized the Cedar Falls Drug 
Company, which was developed under his management to one of (he leading 
business concerns of the city. In 1907 he sold that business to advantage and 
in company with F. W. Paulger, on the 20th of January, 1908, organized the 
Security Savings Rank, which was changed lo liie Security Trust & Savings 
Bank after the state Ic^fislature passed the bill allowing all banks to act as 
trtistees of estates. Mr. Momin was made president of the institution at the 
time of its organization and has since served in that capacity. 

Mr. Mornin was married in 1897 to Miss Delia A. Dayton, a daughter of 
M. A. Dayton, one of the foremost residents of Cedar Falls. Mr. .Mornin holds 
member>liip in lihuk Hawk Lodge. A. F. 8: A. M., also with the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen, and the Knights of Pythias. lie is likewise a member of 
the Cedar Falls Commercial Club and ranks with the city's leading residents. 
His business ability finds practical demonstration in his success. He started 
out in life onpty-handed, resolving that he would win for himself a creditable 
place in business circles. He has never allowed difficulties or obstacles to dis- 
courage him; on the contrary he has r^arded them rather as an inq)^ns for 
renewed effort on his part and today he is classed with those men for whom 
opportunity has spelled success and who, in promoting their own advancement, 
have also contributed to the upbuilding of the district in which they live. 



CLAYTON L. HOLDEN. 

A city that is growing as rapidly as Waterloo and has such excellent business 
advantages and opportunities naturally must have first class hotels in order to 
meet the demands of the traveling public. Waterloo is not lacking in this par- 
ticular and two of the excellent hostelries of the city are under the control of 
tbe Horton-Holden Hotel Company, of which Clayton L. Holden is the secre- 
tary and treasurer. He is acting as manager of the Ellis Hotel and has for 
four years been well known as a factor in the business life of the community. 

He was bom near Erie. Pennsylvania, and was reared in that state, while 
its public schools afforded hint his educational privileges. He was about twenty- 
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two years of age when he eulered the employ of the Reed House of Eric, and 
later was connected with the Palace Hotel of North East, Pennsylvania. From 
his initial step he made constant advancement and at different periods success- 
fully conducted hotel> in Cleveland and Conneaut, Ohio, and in Chicago. He 
afterward managed a hold for the Pheips Dodge Company at Morenci, Arizona. 
Goinjj to Omaha, Xeijra>ka, ho there had charge of the Country Club. He was 
al.so made manager ot the Midlothian I 'ountry Club of Chicago and has been in 
charge of the Ellis Hotel in Waterloo since its establishment. In hotel manage- 
ment he displays many of the methods of the pioneer in that he introduces new 
ideas and with initiative spirit meets changing conditions. He is always courteous 
and obliging to the patrons of the hotel and at the same time is most careful 
and businesslike in management and control. 

In 1912 Mr. Holden was united in marriage to Miss Helen Nelson, of Chi- 
cago, and they have f^aincd many friends during the period of their residence 
in W aterloo. Mr. llolilen is a member of the Commercial ( luh and I'oard of 
Trade. His business interests have made him widely known throughout liie 
country and he has the happy faculty of winning the friendship and high regard 
of all widi whom he is brought in contact. Waterloo has reason to be con- 
gratulated ttpmi winning him to the ranks of its citizens and hotel life here has 
become much mcxre pleasing and attractive because of his identification there- 
with, as long experience has taught him the needs and demands of the traveling 
public. 



JOHN GOODFELLOW. 

John Gnodfellow is now livinj^ retired in \m forte City, enjoying a rest 
which he ha,-s tnd\ earned and richly deserves, tor through forty years he has 
been actively idciiiiiied with iarmmg interests in Black Hawk county and has 
won his prosperity through unfaltering industry and the capable managanent 
of his business affairs. He was bom in Ireland in E>eoember, 1S38, a son of 
George and ..Vnn (McCoimack) Goodfellow, both of whom were natives of 
Ireland, in which country the father followed the occupation of farming. He 
always remained a resident of that country and the mother also passed away on 
the green isle of Erin. 

John Coodt'ellow was reared and educated in Ireland and at the age 01 
nineteen years bade adieu to friends and native country and sailed for America 
in 1857. He settled first on Long Island, where he remained for two years, 
and at the end of that time removed to the Mississippi valley, establishii^ his 
home in Ogle county, Illinois. There he secured employment aS a farm hand, 
working in the helds until after the outbreak of the Civil war. He watchd 
with interest the progress of events in the south and felt that the Confederacy 
had no rif^dit to attempt the overthrow of the Union. Accordingly, his patriotic 
spirit aroused, he enlisted in .'\ugust, iWj2, as a member of Company H, Thirty- 
fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and served until July 31, 1865. He was 
wounded in the left hip and also lost a finger in battle. He participated in a 
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immber oi hotly contested engagements and never hesitated to follow tlie nation's 
starry banner, making a most creditable record by his valor and loyalty. 

After the war Mr. Goodfelkyw returned to Freeport, Illinois, and was there 
married Subsequently he came to Black Hawk county and purchased one hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land which he at once began to cultivate and improve. 
He operated the farm for four years and then sold it, removing to Tama county, 
where he purchased a farm which he continued to cultivate for practically forty 
years. His life was characterized by diligence and determination. He was not 
.itraid of hard work and year by year he tilled his fields and cared for his crops. 
Success attended him as time passed on and he is now numbered among the 
men of affluence in Black Hawk county. He retired and removed to La Porte 
City» where he purchased a fine residence near the business district and there he 
has since lived, surrounded by many comforts and luxuries which have been 
secured entirely throuf,di liis own efTorts. 

In January, 1866, Mr. Good fellow was united in marriage to Mis?: Ann Fay, 
a dauq;hter of .Andrew and Winnifred (Kelly) Fay, who were natives of Ireland 
and came to the L niled States in 1842. They settled first at Albany, New York, 
where they remained for seven years, after which they removed westward to 
Freeport, Illinois, where Mr. Fay oi:)erated a farm throughout his remaining 
days. His death occurred July i, 1905, while his wife passcid aWay Janaury 10, 
1890. To Mr. and Mrs. Goodfcllow were born eight children. Hcorpfc, John, Jr., 
Mary E., Anna, William* Jennie, Winnifred and Alice. Of these Anna died in 
1871. 

Mr. Goodfellow is still the owner of valuable farming propert\. including 
one hundred and sixty acres of land in Tama county and a quarter section across 
the road in Benton county, and from this property he derives a substantial annual 
income. His religious faith is that of the Episcopal church, while his wife be- 
longs to tfie CathoUc church. Politically he is a republican, having always in- 
dorsed that party since coming to the new world and taking out his naturalisa^ 
tion paper?. lie belongs to F. AT. Thompson Post, G. .\. R.. and has ever been 
.1? true and loyal to his country as when he followed the old flaf^ u\yon southern 
l>atilefields. He has never regretted his determination to come to the new world, 
for he has found here the opportunities which he sought and in tiieir employ- 
ment has worked his way steadily upward until he is numbered today among 
the men of affluence in Black Hawk county. His record may well serve to in- 
spire and encourage odiers who must start out in life as he did — ^practically 
oiqity-handed. 



JAMES G. CLARK. 

James G. Clark is the junior partner in the law firm of Williams & Clark, of 
Waterloo. This firm has been in continuous existence since the 1st of January. 
i912f and has been accorded a liberal share of the work of the courts. Mr. 
Clark w.i< born in Hreiner county. Iowa, in iH.% and is a son of F. G. and Jessie 
(Olds ) Liark. The father is also a native of this state, his birth having occurred 
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in Floyd county, and tor thirty years he has been an active and representative 
business man of Waverly. 

Spending his yotithfid days under the parental roof James G. Clark attended 
the public schools of Waverly until graduated from the high school with the 

class of 1905. He afterward spent one year in the State University of Iowa, 
pursuing a course in the hhoral arts department, after which he entcre ! the law 
department of the same institution and was graduated therefrom with the LL.B. 
tlegrec as a member ot the class of 1910. The same year he was admitted to 
practice in the courts of Iowa and opened an office in Waverly, becoming con- 
nected with the firm of Dawson & Wehmiacher, with which he was associated 
from June, 1910, until January, 191 1, when he came to Wato'loo and entered 
the office of J. E. Williams, who admittc 1 him into a partnership a year later, 
since which time the firm of Williams & Clark has enjoyed a growing clientage 
here. Their practice is now extensive and of an important character and there 
are few prominent cases heard in the courts with which this firm is not connected. 

In June. 19 13, Mr. Clark was joined in wedlock wiiii Miss Florence Ehivis, 
of Waterloo, a daughter of F. R. Davis, of this city, and they are well known 
socially, having a large circle of warm friends here. Thty have a son, Charles 
Edward, bom December 21, 1914. Mr. Clark still ret^ns his membership in 
the Episcopal cfuirch of Waverly and while there residing served for two years 
as fle{)Uty treasurer of Hrcmcr county. TTe has mcmhership with the ^fa^ons, 
the Elks, and the Knr-rht- of Pythias and is also a member of the Black Hawk 
County Bar Association, tlic Waterloo Club and the Chamber of Commerce. 
While a young man he has made steady progress since entering upon active con- 
nection with his profession and laudable ambition and determination are carry- 
ing him steadily forward and winning for him a creditable record in the practice 
of law. 



JAMES EDMUND ARTHUR. 

An excellent farm of one hundred and seventy-two acres situated on section 
7, Spring Creek township, pays tribute to the care and labor bestowed upon it 

by its owner, James Edmund Arthur, who is now successfully cnf^aj^ed in gen- 
eral farming, his place beinij sjilendidiy improved. He was Ixirn in Fox town- 
shij). this eounly. in lul\-. iSfio, a son of (iioi^e W. and Xancy A. (Peery) 
Arthur, the former a native oi iennessee and the latter 01 llhnois. The father 
was a farmer and came to Black Hawk county, Iowa, in 1S52. He entered land 
in Fox township, casting in his lot with the pioneer settlers of the district. Not 
a furrow had been turned nor an improvement made, but with characteristic 
energy he began the development of the place with the result that he had trans- 
formed it into rich aixl prodtutive fields long before he sold out in 1884. If 
that year he removed to Raymond, where he purchased land, and to that farm 
di voted his attciuidti throughout the remainder of his days. He passed away 
in April, 1910. at the age ot eighty-two years, and is .survived by his wife, who 
is living on the old home place at the advanced age of eighty-three years. 
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James E. Arthur spent the days of his Imyhood and youth in his native 
townshij) and remained with his parents to the age of twenty-two years, when 
he starlfd out in hfc on his own account by renting^ land, on which he lived for 
a year. He then removed to Sionx county and engaged in the grocery business 
at Ireton in connection with his brother. For four years he was active in the 
conduct of the store and then sold out» returning to Black Hawk county, where 
he again rented land. He continued to cultivate farms until 1910, when» having 
carefully saved his earnings, he was enabled to purdiase his present property* 
comprising one hundred and seventy two acres on section 7, Spring Creek 
township. This he at once began to develop and improve and has operated the 
farm with excellent success. It is now one of the attractive properties of the 
district, forming a most pleasing feature in the landscape by reason of its sub- 
stantial buildings, its well kept fidds and all the modem accessories which 
indicate the progressive spirit of the owner. 

In January, 1885, Mr. Arthur was united in marriage to Miss Ellen Campbell, 
a daughter of Robert and Isabclle (Thompson) Campbell, both of whom were 
natives of Scotland, whence they came to the United States in early life. The 
father worked at the mason's trade in Chicago when that city was scarcely more 
than a swamj). Me afterward came to Black llawk county and entered land 
in Spring Creek township. This he at once began to cultivate and develop suc- 
cessfully, carr}ing on farm work there until a few years prim- to his death, 
when he retired from active business and removed to Cedar Falls, where he 
<iied in 1 906, having for four years survived his wife, who passed away in 1902. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Arthur have been bom .seven children, namely: Vernal J., 
Mina I.. Flossie M., E. Grace, Margaret J., Russell and Lloyd, aged respectively 
twenty-lour, twenty-two. twenty-one. iwcnty, eighteen, hftccn and thirteen years. 

In addition to his other interests .Mr. Arthur is a stockiioldcr in the h'arnu'rs 
Creamery at La Porte City. His religious faith is that of the Presbyterian 
church and to its teachings he is most loyal. He holds membership witfi iAm 
Knights of the Maccabees and in politics is a repuUican, giving to the sarty 
stalwart support. For two years he served as township trustee and has also 
filled the office of constable, while he is interested in everything pertaining to 
the general welfare and his cooperation has been an active and forceful factor 
in advancing the i)ul>Iic good along various lines. He deserves much credit for 
what he has accomplished in a business way, for he started out in life empty- 
handed and by determination and energy has reached his present position as one 
of the men of affluence in his native county. He was elected justice of the peace 
in November, 1914. 



H. W. BROWN, M. D. 

A spirit of enterprise, of progress, the dominant idea of going ahead, of 
accon^ishing something greater than has been done hitherto all find exemplifi- 
catkm in the life and professional activities of Dr. H. W. Brown, and there is 
no physician practicing in Waterloo who keeps more closely in touch with modem 
scientific investigation and methods in medical and surgical practice. 
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lie is one of the city's native sons, born in 1880. His father, Dr. H. W. 
Brown, who passed away in February, 1913, had b(?en a practitioner of medi- 
cine in Waterloo for forty-one years and was accounted not only one of the 
valued representatives of the profession but also one of the honored citizens. 
The son attended the public schools until he completed his course by gradnatkm 
from the high school and later he entered the medical department of the Iowa 
State University, where he won his professional degree as an alumnus of the 
class of 1906. He immediately entered upon the practice of his profession with 
his father and the relation was maintained until the laller's death. Dr. Brown 
then practiced alone until June, 1914, when the present tirm of O'Keefc. Brown 
& HofTmann was formed. They have an extensixe practice and their office is 
supplied with all modern equipments, an X-ray machine and all tlic latest im- 
proved surgical instruments and apparatus to further their efforts for die restora- 
tion of health. Their library is an extensive one and Dr. Brown has ever 
remained a close student of the literature of the profession. Moreover, he is a 
member of the Waterloo Medical Society, the Black Hawk County Medical 
Society and the Iowa State Medical Association. 

While his professional activities are his chief interest and no professional 
duty is neglected for outside interests, he nevertheless is well known in other 
connections and heartily supports and cooperates in all of the plans and move- ' 
ments of the Commercial Club and Board of Trade, of which he is a member, 
for the upbuilding and benefit of the city. He likewise has membership with 
the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and is popular in ^t organization and 
among all by whom he is known. His entire life having been passed in Waterloo, 
he has a wide ac(]uaintance and goodwill toward and high regard for htm are 
expressed on all sides. 



IDA G. RHOADES, M. D. 

Dr Ida G. Khoades, secretary of the Black Hawk County Medical Society 
and a practicing physician and surt^con of Cedar Falls, has, in keeping with the 
tendency of the toward si)ecialization, largely concentrated her energies 
upon diseases of women and children. She has her office at No. 125 West Sixtli 
street and she is enjoying a constantly growing practice. Dr. Rhoa<ks is a ' 
native of Chicago and a daughter of J. M. Grant, a cousin of Ulysses S. Grant. 
When fifteen years of age she came to Iowa and after acquiring a broad and 
liberal education she determined to engage in the practice of medicine as a life 
work, and witli that end in view entered the medical department of Drake Uni- 
versity, trotn which she was graduated witli the class of i(>>). She served as 
an interne in St. j()sei)ir> Hospital for one year and tluis put her theoretical 
knowledge to Llic practical test and gained that broad practical experience which 
only hospital work can bring. At the end of that time she came to Cedar Fallsi 
where she has since followed her profession as a general practitioner, although 
specializing to a considerable extent in the treatment of diseases of women and 
diildren. Her knowledge is broad and her skill places her among the able mem- 
bers of the profession in this section of the state. She is a member of the Black 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



227 



Hawk County Medical Society, of which she is the present secretary, is a mem- 
ber of the Women's Medical As * aation, of the Iowa State Medical Society and 
the American Medical Association. 

In 1899 Misi Ida G. Grant became th« wife of Charles B. Rhoades, a native 
of Illinois and a son of George T. Rhoades. He is now a retired traveling sales- 
man and is the owner of a fine farm near Webster City, Iowa, from which he 
derives a very substantial annual income. In Masonry he has attained high 
rank and is now a member of the Mystic Shrine. Dr. Rhoades is connected 
with the F.astern Star and also with the Royal Neighbors. She is a member of 
the Congregational church and is interested in all good works. She has one of 
the tine homes of Cedar Falls and is very jKipular socially as well as profes- 
sionally, enjoying in unqualified measure the high regard and goodwill of not 
only the members of the profession but of all who know her. 



E. T. ALFORD, M. D. 

Dr. E. T. .Mtord, a practicing physician of Black iiawk county living at 
Waterloo, is oro of the representatives of the profession who hdds to high 
standards and has done excellent work worthy the gratitude and high r^ard 

of his fellow townsmen. He is a native son of Waterloo, his birth having here 
occurred thirty-nine years ago, his father being tfie Hon. Lore .Mford. At the 

usual age the son entered the public schools, passing from grade to grade until 
he was graduated from the I'.ast Waterloo high school with the class of 189.^ 
In further preparation for the practical and responsible duties of life he entered 
the pharmaceutical school of the Northwestern University of Illinois, at Chicago, 
and was graduated therefrom in 1 896. His next step toward a professtcmal career 
was matriculation in Rush Medical Collie of Chicago, of which he is an alumnus 
of 1901. 

During the year< i(>02-03 Dr. Alford was house surgeon for the Chicago 
I5aptisl Hospital and tlien went abroad for further «;tndy. attending the Uni- 
versity of Vienna in 1904-05. He came under the instruction of some of the 
most eminent physicians and surgeons of the old world and attended many 
clinics, wherein he gained wide knowledge of modem scientific methods of 
medical practice. Upon his return to the new world, he settled in Chicago, where 
he opened an office and followed his profession until 1908. He ttien came to 
Waterloo, where he has since been engaged in practice, confining his attention 
more and more largely to surgery as the years have passed on. His work as a 
surjreon covers almost the entire state and bis ability in that direction ranks him 
uniiing tlie f<)renio>t nienibcrs of the profession in Iowa. Tie is now chief sur- 
geon for the Waterloo, Cedar i'alls & Cedar Kapids Railroad, is district surgeon 
for the Chicago Great Western Railroad, is surgeon for the Rock Island & Pacific 
Railroad and is surgeon to the Presbyterian and St. Francis Hospitals. 

Dr. Alford was married in 1906 to Miss Elizabeth Williston, of Manchester, 
and they have become parents of two children. Willi«ton and Eleanor. Dr. 
Alford holds membership in the Commercial Club and I'.oard of Trade and is 
intensely interested in the city's welfare and upbuilding. However, his atten- 
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tion is chiefly given to his profession, which is constantly making greater de- 
numds upon htm. He belongs to the local medical society, the lovra State Med- 
ical Society, the Iowa Clinical Surgical Society, the American Association of 
Railway Surj^eons and the American Medical Associati<ni. He is also a Fellow 
of the American College of Surgeons. 



JOHN. H. LUNEMANN. 

John II. I.unemann has been officially connected with the First Nati<mal Bank 

of La Porte City for a nnmbcr of years and is now serving as its vice president. 
He give? the greater part of his attention, however, to hi> real estato Inisines?,. 
which is very extensive and makes heavy demands upon his time He \\a> horn 
in Waterloo, on the 4th of September, 1870, a son of Herman and jantjc 
(Plumer) Lunemann, both natives of Germany. Upon their emigration to 
America they made their way to Cedar Falls, Iowa, where they located in i86|. 
ihe father followed his trade of btacksmithing there for three years and then 
the family removed to W aterloo, which remained their home for a similar lengdi 
of time. At the end of that period they removed to La Porte City, where the 
parent.s lived during the remainder of their lives. The father, who was a rt"«^i- 
dent of Porte City for about forty year-^ and was widely known and greatly 
respected, died in January, 1910, and the mother in Xovemhcr, 1898. 

John H. Ltmemann was but an infant when the family removed to La Porte 
City and his boyhood days were spent there. He received his education in the 
city schools, being graduated from the high school in 1886, and for five years 
thereafter he clerked, after which he engaged in the dry-goods and clothing 
business for himself. After ten years so spent, or in 1901, he removed to 
Oysart, Iowa, and became f)nc of the orj^Mntzcrs of the [""irst National P)ank at 
that place. He was the lir^t cashier of that institution but did not serve in that 
capacity long, as, in 1902, he was elected cashier of the First National Bank of 
La Porte City and filled that position for six and a half years. Since that time 
he has been vice president of the bank and has devoted his energies chiefly to 
the conduct of his lai^e real-estate business. Tie handles Florida lands and is 
vice president and general manager of the National Land Company of Jackson- 
ville, Florida; secretary and general manager of the Florida Tlomeseekers T^md 
Comijany with hcachinarters at Melbourne, !'"Iorida ; and secretary of the Lune- 
mann Land Conjpany of White Springs, Florida. He is also president of the 
Davenport Land & Lnprovem«it Company of Davenport, Iowa. These various 
companies are prospering and doing a large business and hts efficiency and 
ability are indicated in tfie fact that he holds a responsible position in all of them. 

Mr. Lunemann was married in December. 1896. to Miss Augusta Miller, a 
daughter of Rev. ^^. J, and Sobina (Andre) Miller, natives of Pennsylvania. 
Her father was a German Evangelical minister and was sent to Kansas as a 
missionary in the pioneer days of that state before the Civil war. He preached 
many years at different places and was for three years sulioiied at La Forte 
Gty. In 1912 he passed to his reward, but his widow survives and makes her 
home here. To Mr. and Mrs. Lunemann have been bom tiiree children : John 
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Miller, thirteen years of age who is attending school ; Mark Henry, a child of 
eight who is also attending school; and R<^er Alan, who is two years old. 

Mr. Lunemann is a loyal member of the Methodist Episcopal church and 
fraternaUy is quite well loiowii, belonging to the Masonic lodge, the Modern 
Woodmen of America and the Knights of the Maccabees. His political alle- 
giance is given to the r^ublican party and he has served as mayor of the city 
for one term. He owns what is probably the finest home in the city and his 
real-estate business returns him annually a hand.some profit. His fellow citizens 
not only respect his ability as disf?lav<'d in the commercial world, but also esteem 
him for his int^rity and uprightness of character. 



JOHN FRANCIS SIMPSON. 

For a quarter of a century John Francis Simpson has been a resident of 
Waterloo, where he is now well known as the president of the Crystal Ice & 
I'uel Company. He was born in Davenport in 1866, but was reared in Paoli, 
Indiana. On coming to Waterloo about twentyfive years ago — ^then a young 
man in the early twenties — he eagerly embraced every opportunity that would 
enable him to earn an honest tivii^ and finally entered the employ of J. T. 
Burkett. a millwrighl. \\\xh whom he was connected during tin- r- r -notion of 
the mill of the Cedar \ alU y Manufacturing Com]>ain'. of which Mr. Burkett 
was an officer. He afterward spent seven years with the Deering Harvester 
Company and still later was for a year in the employ of the Iowa Dairy Sc5)arator 
Company. .\t tiic end of that time he accepted ihc management of the \\ aterloo 
Ice & Fuel Company. This was in February, 1902. Three years later, or in 
February, 1905, the business was reorganized under the name of the Crystal 
Ice iC I'uel Company and Mr. Simpson became manager of the new concern, 
with C. P. Fedderson as the president, D. Miller as secretary and treasurer, 
and .\. Federspeil a«? vice president The Inisiness was thus continued until the 
following year, when Mr. ."^irnp^ftn and L. D. .Miller bou£;ln the interest rit the 
other two stockholders, since which time Mr. Simpson han been the president 
of the company, with Mr. Miller as the secretary and treasurer. 

In 1904 Mr. Simpson, in connection with H. E. Teachout, of Des Moines, 
and C. M. Mohler. organized the Iowa Ice Dealers' Association, of which he 
has since been the secretary. He is also fourth vic^ president and director of 
the .Natural Ice .\ssociation of Anierica. In business affairs he seems to see 
from the circumference to the very ccTiter of thinisfs and recognizes to the utmost 
extent the ])f)■^sihilities of a situation. lie is energetic, is equally ileterniined, 
and in the conduct of his interests brooks no obstacles that can be overcome 
by persistent, earnest and honorable effort. 

Mr. Simpson has been married twice. He first wedded Miss Agnes Thomp- 
son, who at her death left three children: Charles Francis, now a student in 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology at Boston ; and .Arthur R. and Paul 
A., who are students in the F.a>t Side hij^h school of Waterloo. For his second 
wife Mr. Simpson chose Miss Alice M. Shutts. They are well known in Water- 
loo, where they have many friends. 
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Mr. Simpson was reared a strict Presbyterian. While not a member o£ the 
church at the present time his life has ever been actuated by high and honorable 
principles and he is an exemplary representative of tfie Masonic fraternity, 
whfch has as its basic principle a recognitioa of the brotherhood of mankind. 

He has attained very high rank in Masonry and has been honored WlA many 
official positions. He has served as -high priest of Tabernacle Chapter, No. 52, 
R. A. M.; as thrice illustrious master of Crescent Council. No. 16, K. & S. M. ; 
and as warden of Ascalon Commandery, No. 25. K. T. He has been secretary 
of Waterloo Lodge, No. 105, A. K. & A. M., for three years and lias tilled most 
of the chairs in that organizaticm. He has attained the thirty<>second degree of 
the Scottish Rite and he is likewise a member of the Eastern Star. He also has 
membership with the Sons of the American Revolution, with tiie Benevi^ent 
Protective Order of Elks and with the Knights of Pythias. He belongs to the 
Commercial Club and I^oard of Trade and to the Waterloo Travelinjf Men's 
Association. His entire life has been marked by a steady advance. His in- 
dustry atid enterprise find tangible evidence in his success. He may well take 
pride in his present achievements, for he has been most true and loyal to the 
beneficent teachings of the craft and it has ever been his rule to balance accounts 
between acts and motives. 



CLARENCE E. BENEDICT. 

Clarence E. Benedict, conducting a growing and profitable business in the 
vulcanising of automobile tires and all rubber goods, was bom near Washburn, 
this county, on the ist of June, 1887, a son of Elial and Elizabeth (Rowbottom) 
Benedict, both of whom were natives of Wisconsin, bom near Kenodia. The 
father made farming his life work, following that pursuit in Wisconsin until 
iSi<4, when he came to Iowa, settling on a farm south of Washburn, where he 
resided for about eigfhtecn or twenty years He then removed to n farm west 
of Waterloo and thereon remained until 1911, when he went to Saskatchewan, 
Canada, where he is now carrying on general agricultural pursuits, having de- 
voted his entire life to Hastt' vocation. In his family were two <:hildren, the 
elder being George, now residing south of Waterloo, where he carries on general 
farming. 

The younger is Clarence TI. Benedict, who after nttendinf^ the coimtry 
schools, in which be mastered the elementary branches of learning, became a 
student in the Waterloo Business College. Through the period of his early 
youth he assisted his father in the work of the fields and at the age ot seventeen 
years began working for others, being thus employed up to the time of his mar- 
riage, when he began farming on his own account in C^ada. He remained for 
three years in that country and then returned to Black Hawk county, taking Up 
his abode in Waterloo. For about a year he was employed at the vulcanizing 
business and then embarked in the same business on his own account, since 
which time bo has secured a large jiatronape from the ]>eo|)le of Waterloo and 
the surrounding territory. His trade is growing week by week and has already 
assumed gratifying and profitable proportions. 
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On the i6th of February, 191 1, Mr. Benedict was united in marriage to 
Miss Ethel P'ike, who was born in Tama county, Iowa, her parents being Emanuel 
and F-lla (Hill) Fikc. They now reside in Waterloo, the father having retired 
from aciive business. Mr. and Mrs. Benedict have one child, Gerald, bom on 
May 6, 1914. Their religious faith is that of the Presbyterian church, the 
services of which they attend. Mr. Benedict is independent in politics, nor has 
he sought to figure prominently in any public connection, preferring to concen- 
trate his energies upon his business affairs. He and his family now reside at 
No. 2tgl4 West Sixth street. 



AMOS VAN VALKENBURG, 

For over three decades Amos Van Valkenbuig has been cashier of the Union 
State Bank of La Porte City and he is conceded to be one of the financial leaders 

of the place. TTe wa? born in Sharon, Schoharie county. New York, on the 3d 
of Atn^\isl. 184S, a son of John and Elizabeth Wan Valkenburg. His ancestry 
has been traced l)ack for many generations to the town of Valkenburg, wliich i<? 
now within the borders of Holland, although the German language is spoken 
there. The first of the Van Valkenbuig family to emigrate to America were 
1-ambert and Annetie Van VaUcenburg, who settled in Manhattan prior to 1643 
and the records show that in tiiat year he was the owner of "forty morgans" of 
land in what later became tfie great city of New York. Later the family settled 
in the Schoharie valley, New York. The gjeat-grandfather of our subject. 
John 1 \ an Valkenbiup, ^^ervcd as a soldier in the war of the Revolution from 
the fall of 1775 untd the clust of the stnig^le. The maternal ancestors of Mr. 
Van Valkenburg, the Browns, settled in the Schoharie valley, New York, about 
the same time as did tiie Van Valkenburgs, and his great grandfather, John M. 
Brown, was likewise a soldier in the war for independence. He was further 
distinguished as the second jitd;::c of Schoharie .county and was an honored 
member of the judiciary of New York. 

Amos Van Valkenburg was educated in the public schools of Sharon, New 
York, and in the hij^b school of Brookficld, Missouri. He licj^an teaching when 
a young man and followed that profession until after his arrival in La Porte 
Gty, Iowa, in the spring of 1878. The following summer he entered the City 
Exchange Bank as bookkeeper and continued in that capacity for five years, or 
until the suspension of the bank in May, 1884. The following month the Union 
State Bank was organized and he was elected assistant cashier and after nine 
months was promoted to cashier. Throughout the many years intervening he 
h.i? held a position of responsibility and has had practically the entire manage- 
ment of the institution. Such lieinL: the case its success must be largely accredited 
to his superior business ability and judicious direction of affairs. He has been 
cashier of the bank for three decades and during Utat time less than five hundred 
dollars has been lost through the loan department, which is a record very seldom 
made by a banking house. The funds of the institution are so handled that not only 
is their safety secured but the bank is also enabled to pay a good dividend. Mr. 
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\'an V'alktnlturs: i>^ accouiiieci one of the most successful bankers in this pari 
of tlie country and his advice upon financial matters is often sought. 

Mr. Van Valkenburg was married in 1876 to Miss Georgie Ricker, of 
En^re, Minnesota, who had been one of his pupils white he was a teacher, and 
to them has been bom a daughter, Irene. Mr. Van Valkenburg has been called 
upon to fill \arious public positions and in each instance has rendered efficient 
service. For five terms be was citv recorder and served for many years on the 
school board, being for httceii ytar< jjrcsident of that body, and during that 
time many forward steps wire taken in the management of the public schools. 
Fraternally he belongs to the Masonic order and he is also a member of the 
Commercial Chab of La Porte City^ and the Commercial Club and Board of 
Trade of Waterloo. His political alliance is given to the republican party and 
he was the chairman of the last republican county convention held inidcr the old 
caucus plan. lie and his family are adherents of the Presbyterian church and 
he contrilniles of his means to the furtherance of its work. He has taken quite 
a prominent part m the establishment of various business enterprises, beings one 
of the organizers of the La Porte City Building & Loan Association, the L'nioa 
State Bank, the La Porte Improvement Company, the Electric Light &. Water 
Company, the Iowa Canning ComiKiny and the Permanent Sewer Company. 
His fine home at No. 626 Commercial street is but one evidence of his material 
prosperity and he is justly considered one of the representative men of the com- 
munity. His financial success is but one phase of his achievement as he has 
accomplishefl much along lines that make for the moral and intellectual advance- 
ment of the city. 



WILLIAM ALBERT HEY. 

William Albert Hey is a member of the Millcr-Hey Construction Company, 
of Waterloo, w"hich is widely known throughout this section of the country for 
work in eonstructing concrete bridges. He was hotn near Tojieka, in Osage 
county, Kansas, on the 1st of August, 1870, a son of Jacob and Jennie (.\ndrewsj 
Hey, natives of New York and Ohio respectively. The father b a retired farmer 
living upon the farm in Kansas which he entered as a homestead forty-five years 
ago. His first wife passed away in 1885. To their union were bom five chil- 
dren: Delia, who died when fifteen years of age; William Albert, of this re- 
view; Cora, now Mrs. Elmer .Vrmor, of .San l>iego. California; Denton, who 
resides in Tiil^a, Oklahoma; .and Amia. the wife of Stephen Halstead, who lives 
in Ovcrljrouk, Kansas. Tlie lather was again married. Miss Rose Frazier be- 
cojning his wile, and they had two children: Florence, who died when a child 
of three years; and Roscoe, of Manhattan, Kansas. 

William A. Hey remained in Kansas until he was nineteen years of age and 
attended the public schools in the acquirement of his education, irpon leaving 
the Sunflower state he went to Colorado and ei^aged in building steel bridges, 
beginning at the bottom of that lousiness and working up as his knowledge in- 
creased. After a short time he was made assistant foreman and 5>till later his 
ability was recognized and he was promoted to the position of foreman. In 
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if^jj, he left the employ of the company with which he had been connected for 
a number of years and became associated with the Chicago Bridge it Iron Com- 
pany of Chicago, mth which he remained two and one-half years. He then 
went with the Indiana Bridge Company and continued in their employ for about 
a year and a hatf» sub-contracting for them a part of this time. lie then worked 
for three years as a miner and mining omitractor in Cripple Creek, Colorado, 
and ( )ld Mexico and proved very successful in these connections. Following- 
ihi< he was with a number of bri<lf];^c companies in various cnpacities, but in 
lime became contiected with the Marsh P.ridijc Company oi Dis Moines, and 
was made superintendent oi construction, which place he held until June i, 
1908, when he left their employ. He then built a home in Highland Park, Des 
Moines, and engaged in general contracting in that city. In April of the next 
year, he became a member of the Advance Construction Company, with head- 
(juartcrs at Waukesha, \\'^isconsin, and was superintendent of construction in 
the bridge building department. While with that company he bnilt some of the 
lariE^est antl finest concrete bridges in (his section of the country, amon^ them 
being that across the Cedar river at Charles City, Iowa, and one at Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, across the Huron river. 

In 191 1 Mr. Hey formed a partnership with George W. Miller and they 
purchased the bridge department of the Advance Construction Company, located 
in Waterloo, and continued its operation under the firm name of Miller-Hey 
Construction Company. They confine their attention exclusively to the building 
01 concrete hridf^es, combining strenptli nul power of resistance with heaiity of 
design, and the business of the firm is steadily increasing as the merit of their 
work becomes more widely known. 

Mr. Hey was married on the 2d of October, 1901, at Victoria, Colorado, to 
Miss Hattie Miller, a native of Des Moines and a daughter of Ricliard and Ada 
(Likes) Miller. To Mr. and Mrs. Hey have been bom four children: Jesse 
Parks, eleven years old: \Mlma Jeannette, seven years of age; William Edwin, 
five years old: and Ruth T.ouisc. a child of two years. 

Mr I ley ^ivcs his political allegiance to the republican party and has always 
taken a prai>cworthy interest in the welfare of the community in which he re- 
sides. The Miller-IIey Construction Company is one of the leading industrial 
enterprises of Waterloo and adds largely to the business activity and growth of 
the dty. Much of the success of the company is due to the technical knowledge 
and the administrative ability of Mr. Hey and he is ranked among the prominent 
men of the city. 



GEORGE W. MILLER. 

Geofge W. Miller is the secretary-treasurer of the Miller-Hey Construction 
Company, builders of concrete briflges, in which connection the company enjoys 
a most enviable reputation that has led to CCHltracts being awarded them in Iowa 

•*nfl other states Mr. Miller was horn in Rames City. Mahaska county, Towa. 
April rr,. i8<^i. a son of John li. and Martha .'\. (DarlamH Miller, the former 
a native of Ohio and the latter of Indiana. Mrs. Miller was a daughter of 
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John and Maiigaret (Lowe) Darland» who are residents at this time of the town 
in which George W. Miliar was bom. John B. Miller was a son of Samuel 
and Maria (Braddock) Miller, who arrived in Iowa in 1855, in which year they 

removcf! from Hancock county, Ohio, to Keokuk county, this state. During 
his early manh(x)d John B. Miller engaged in teachings school and later followed 
merrhaiulisiiig in Iowa. In 1853 Martha A. Darland arrived in Poweshiek 
county, Iowa, with her parents, who, like the parents of John B. Miller, were 
among the early settlers, taking an active part in die pioneer development. For 
many years John B. Miller stiocessftilly carried on business and in 1896 retired, 
spending his remaining days in the enjoyment of a well earned rest until death 
• called him on the 24111 (»f Aup^nst, if>o7. His wife passed away August 24, 
igo8, just a year after his demise. They were the parents of two children: 
Lilly Mae, the wife of A. E. Priem, a business man of Seattle, Washington; 
and George \V. 

The latter attended school in Montezuma, Iowa, where his father was en- 
gaged in business. In the pursuit of his education he passed through consecu- 
tive grades until graduated from the Montezuma high school with the dass of 
1898. He then entered Iowa State College at Ames in 1899 and there pursued 
a course in civil engineering, which he completed in 1903, winning the degree of 
■ R. r. E. After his graduation he was employed in the city engineer's office at 
Des Moines until December of that year, when he became connected with the 
Marsh Bridge CorajKmy of Des Moines as an engineer, remaining with that 
firm until 1906. He then returned to the office of the city engineer, where he 
remained for one year as assistant city engineer of Des Moines, after which he 
again spent one year in the employ of the Marsh Bridge Conqtany. He next 
went to Norwood, Colorado, in April, 1908, as chief engineer for the Empire 
Irri}:^ation Company. On the 1st of September of the same year, however, he 
returned to the middle west, going to Wisconsin, where he became bridge engi- 
neer for the Advance Construction Company. In the spring of lyoty he became 
a stockholder therein and came to W aterloo as Iowa representative: of the com- 
pany. On the 1st of January, 191 1, Mr. Miller and W. A. Hey took over the 
bridge department of the Advance Construction Company and they then formed 
a partnership under the name of the Miller-Hey Construction Company, engi- 
neers and constructors of concrete bridges. They have secured various im< 
jwrtant contracts resulting in l)uilding immerous bridges throii'jfhout Iowa and 
other states. Mr. Miller thoroughly understands the scientihc prnictples which 
underlie the business as well as the practical phases of the work and is thus well 
qualified to execute importani contracts. He also is interested m a fruit ranch 
in Idaho and is the owner of valuable residence and business propert) in 
Waterloo. 

On the 6th of April, 1904, Mr. Miller was united in marriage to Miss Cam- 
mie L. Waugh, a native of Albia, Iowa, and a daughter of John E. and Martha 
(Arnold) Waugh, who were early settlers of this state. Mrs. Miller's grand- 
father Waugh was killed at Nashville, December 3. 1S64. while serving in the 
Union army. Her mother died Xovembcr 9, 1906, and her father now resides 
near Nampa, Idaho. To Mr. and Mrs. Miller have been bom three children: 
Kenneth Arnold, eight years of age; Howard Albert, who is five years of a^e; 
and John Robert, who is hut a year old. 
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Mr. Miller holds membership in both the i^Vncient Free &. Accfj)ted Masons 
and ttie Royal Arch MaMns and he belongs also to the Knights of I'yihias. His 
political alliance is given to the republican party but he does not seek nor de- 
sire office, preferring to give his undivided attention to his business affairs, in 
which he is meeting with substantial success owing to his close application, his 
indefatigable efforts and his honorable methods. 



E. A. SNYDER. 

£. A. Snyder, of Cedar Falls, now in his seventy-seventh year, as student, 
teacher, soldier, surveyor, as editor for thirty-six years and postmaster for ten 
years, filled over a half century with useful activity. A student at \Vyomin«,' 
Seminary, Kingston and Dickinson Seininary of WilHamsport, 1 'ennsylvania, 
and in 1858 at Dixon College in Dixon, Illinois, he was well equipped tor leach- 
ing. His professional service was broken by his enlistment at the age of twenty- 
three in the Dement Phalanx, September i, 1861. He was appointed adjutant 
of the post. The demand for all available soldiers to assist in taking Fort 
Donelson led to the retirement of Colonel Dement, who was a Black Hawk war 
cotonel, and left Adjutant Snyder to discharge the duties of that position for an 
inexperienced relative of his new colonel but on a private's pay. He carried a 
gun at Fori Donelson and iioth days on Shiloh's bloody ticld, having a number 
of close calls from shells and bullets. He participated m the siege of Corinth 
and later was promoted to second lieutenant, *^for meritorious services,'' as his 
commission states. After the battle of Hatchie river, where his colonel, John 
A. Davis, was mortally wounded directly in the rear of Lieutenant Snyder, the 
latter was detailed as an officer in the United States Signal Corps and served 
with the staff of General Cirant and later with General Sherman during the 
si^e of \*icksburg, while still later he was with General l.ogan. 

Some months after Mr. Snyder returned from the south he came to Cedar 
Falls and in 1870 was elected county surveyor of Black ilawk county, in which 
office he served for five years. 

In 1868 he bot^ht a half interest in the Cedar Falls Gazette and became asso- 
ciated with his brother, C. W. Snyder, whose interest he purchased in 1879, 
ccmtinuing as editor until February i, 1904. The Gazette was held in high 
esteem and its political, moral and religious principles were not only of the 
highest type biU never was there thrown over them a shadow oi distrust or 
uncertainty. Some of the men now engaged in the activities and art airs 01 that 
growii^ city continue to tell him of the interest with which they devoured the 
definite, clear cut editorials and paragraphs they read when boys in their only 
newspaper, the Gazette. He engaged eamesdy with pen and law to promote 
the interests of temperance and rid Cedar Falls of saloons after the passs^ 
of the Iowa prohibitory law and he has the unusual record of having instituted 
sixty-four prosecutions. The saloon men were driven out and never returned, 
but Mr. Snyder remembers these as his most trying years, notwithstanding^ 
his army service. He very acceptably filled the office of postmaster of Cedar 
Falls fn»n May i, 1899, until May i, 1909, exactly ten years. 



Digitized by Google 



236 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



From his boyhood Mr. Snyder has been an active member of the Methodist 
Society and in 1888 was a delegate to the general conference of the Mettimfist 
Episcopal church held for one month in New York city. Mr. Snyder has always 

taken an interest in educational affairs, has served on the school lx>ard and has 
contributed liberally to the educational, benevolent and missionary interests 
of church and school. lie very much desired to see a hospital erected, rccoj;- 
nizing a long-felt want in this lonnection, and in i^kdcS, l)y written agreement, 
he promised to make a donation of three himdred and twenty acres of valuable 
land in Canada, provided an, equal sum was given by citizens for the building 
of the hospital. Delay in financing the undertaking continued until the death 
of Joseph Sartori, when his son, J. F. Sartori, of Los Angeles, California, made 
a gift of thirty thousand dollars to build a hospital as a memorial to his parents. 
As one of the several trustees. Mr. Snyder spent much time durinf^ the summer 
and fall of 1914 looking after details of construction and made contributions 
toward grounds and equij)meiit. 

On the 24tb of September, 1807, Mr. Snyder was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary A. Cameron, of Cedar Falls. Two daughters were bom to them. The 
elder, a dear daughter upon whom his heart was set and to whose memory he 
desired to erect a hospital, died in girlhood. The younger, with her family, 
lives in Long Beach, California, where Mr. and Mrs. Snyder are now spending 
their fifth winter. 



EDWARD H. HEADFORD. 

Abilit} and worth have constituted the foundation upon which Edward H. 

Headford has builded his success. He is now president of the Headford Brothers 
& Hitchins Foundry Company and as such is in control of a constantly develop- 
ing busmess, which was established in Waterloo in kx>3 A native of Dubuque, 
Iowa, he was born September 4, 1862, a son of William and Elizaljcth (Robin- 
son) Headford, both of whom were natives of England. They came to America, 
however, in childhood days with their re^ective parents, who settled with their 
families in Iowa, the marriage of the young couple being celebrated in Dubuque, 
where tiie families took up their abode about 1854. William Headford was a 
fonndn,man and was foreman of a large plant in Dubuque for many years, 
being thus actively identified with the industrial interests of that city He died 
there January 9, 1905, and is survived by his widow, who makes her home in 
Dubuque, 

Edward H. Headford spent his youthful days in his father's home and 
worked his way upward through consecutive grades in the puUic sdiools unCit 

he had become a high-school i)upi] Afterward he studied in Bayless Commercial 
College of Dubuque and in 1878. when sixteen years of age, he entered upon 
an apprenticeship to the moldcr's trade. He worked in the Novelty Iron W^orks 
of Dubuque until 1887, when he was olTered and accepted the forcmanship of 
the Iowa Iron Works, at that time the largest establishment of the kind on the 
upper Mississippi river. He continued to fill this position, which was one of 
responsibility and importance, for two yeai's but, ambitious to ei^ge in bustness 
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on his own account, he carefully saved his earnings and at length joined his 
brother, W. T. Headford, in establishing a foundry of their own at Dubuque 
under tfie firm style of Headford Brothers. In 1892 they were joined by F. O. 

Hitchins, since which time the business has been condoled under the firm name 
of the Headford Brothers & Hitchins Foundry Company. They remained in 
Dubu([ue until 1903, when the ])laiit was removed to Waterloo and since that 
timt; their establishment has been classed by reason of the volttme of their trade 
and the importance of their business as one of the leading industrial enterprises 
of the dty. 

In 1886 Mr. Headford was united in marriage to Miss Lotta B. Way, of 
Warren, Illinois. He is a valued member of Hefanet Lodge, No. 89, K. P., and 
he holds membership also in the Royal Arcanum. He and his wife attend 

the Congregational church, of which Mrs. Headford is a member. His political 
allegiance is ^iven to the rcpuhHcan party and for one term he servcfl a.s alder- 
man at large. He keeps well infornfed upon the questions and issues of the 
day and is ever ready to support his position by intelligent argument. In com- 
munity affairs he is known as a supporter of measures and movements for the 
public good and he holds membership in the Chamber of Commerce and in 
the Town Criers Club of Waterloo, organizations for the benefit of the city 
and the expansion of its business relations. His success is the merited reward 
of his industry and determination. Gradually he has worked his way Upward 
and may truly be counted among the self-made men of Waterloo. 



JOHN ANDREWS, 

John \udrews is president of the Fred L. Kimball ( ompany and secretary 
of the Shoemaker-\'an Felt-Mayne Company of Waterloo, of which city he 
has been a resident for the past seven years. He is a native of Wisconsin but 
during his infancy was brought to Osage, Iowa. His mother died during his 
early boyhood and he was taken to the west, living in South Dakota for fifteen 
years. In early life he learned the printer's trade and has since been connected 
with some phase of the business. He was engaged in publishing in South Dakota 
for twelve years and also published a newspaper in Iowa at Osage and at Rice- 
villc for six years. In September. lOoS. he arrived in Waterloo and became 
iiUercsied in the Fred L. Kimball Company. Mr. .Andrews has for several 
years been president of the company, which publishes Kimball's Dairy Farmer, 
the Creamery Journal, the Milk Trade Journal and the Egg Reporter. In this 
connection he has d<me splendid work. These papers are the connecting link 
between a half million readers and all manufacturii^ and trade interests along 
those lines. They are of great value to the dairy farmer and breeder, the 
crcanicryman, the milk dealer and to the dealer in poultry and eggs. Mr. 
.Xndrcws is well qualified by previoits experience in the field of publishinj:: for 
hii5 prcseiU work and in this connection lias become widely known throughout 
the country. 

About twenty-five years ago Mr. Andrews was united in mariage to Miss 

Minnie Brumley and they have become parents of five children: Dale E., who 
r«i. n-ti 
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took a three years' special course at Ames and is now doing special work along 
agricultural journal lines; Merrill, who died at the age of fourteen years; Maude, 
a student in the State Teadiers College at Cedar Falls; Robert and Thec»dore, 
at home. 

^fr. Andrews is a rcpiihh'can in his political views. He helonj^s to ihe 
Commercial Club and I'oard of Trade and also hns memhership in the Town 
Criers Club. He is likewise a member of tbe l-^irst Baptist church. His has 
been an active, useful and well spent life and he now occupies a creditable 
position among the business men of Waterloo. His record proves what can be 
accomplished when energy and enterprise mark out the path, and as the years 
have gone on his labors have become of more and more worth to the world. 



HORATIO B. LIZER. 

Horatk> B. Lizer, the owner and publisher of tiie FrogresS'^Review, an 
up-to-date and interesting weekly newspaper published at La Porte City, was 

born ill Buchanan county, Iowa, on the 19th of February, 1864, a son of John 
H. and Emma (Allen) Lizer, natives of Ohio and New York respectively. 
The father nrmmpanied his parents to Buchanan county, Iowa, when but thir- 
teen years of age, in 1852. As soon as old enough he began farming for him- 
self and in time purchased the homestead in Jefferson township. He operated 
that property until 1894 and ^en retired from active life» taking up his residence 
at La Porte, where he remained for four or five years, when he removed to 
V^inton, Benton county. He is seventy>three years of age and has survived his 
wife since July, 1896. 

Horatio F>. TJzcr was reared in Buchanan county, and his early efkioaHon 
was gained in the eonunon schools of his home neighborhood. He later attended 
the Iowa State Teachers College at Cedar Falls, from which he wa.s graduated 
with the class of 1891. He had taught school previous to takuig his normal 
course and after completing it he resumed that work. He taught at Winthrop. 
Quasqueton and Hubbard, h»ng principal of the schools in the latter place. 
In the fall of 1892 he came to La Porte City and for nine years held the posi- 
tion of superintendent of the local li ils. In 1901 he purchased the Prc^ess- 
I-Jeview. a weekly newspaper, which he has since conducted. It has a circula- 
tion of twelve hundred copies and its advertising columns bring in a sul)>tan- 
tial addition to its revenue. Mr. Lizer also does a large job-printing business 
and is well equipped to fill orders promptly. The weekly press of the state 
exercises a wide influence and the Progress«Review of La Porte City is a 
potent factor in determining public opinion in the territory of which the city is 
the center. Mr. Lizer possesses the necessary qualifications of the successful 
proprietor of such a journal, as he has a keen sense of the relative value of news, 
writes clearly and forcefully, is alert and progressive and is also an efficient 
business man. 

On the 23d of June, 1898, Mr. Lizer was united in marriage with Miss Mary 
Fenner, a daughter of Charles and Mary (Lizer) Fenner, natives of Ohio. 
Her father was a carpenter and contractor by trade and many years ago removed 
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to Montezuma. Iowa, where lie lau<jhl sihool for a time. He later lunicd his 
attention again to building and ermlraeting and was well known in those lines 
of work. He passed away in that place in 1902 and his widow died a year 
later. Mrs. Lizer was a school teacher previous to her niarriage and for some 
time was principal of the La Porte City schools. Altogether she taught school 
in that city for twelve years. 

Mr. Lt2cr i.s a stockholder and director in the First National Bank and is 
secretary of the loeal building & Loan Association. In political matters he 
supports the men and measures of the rej>ul)lican part) and is at ])resent the 
chainnan of tlie re[ni!)!ican coimty central eoninvittec, being quite inlluential in 
local republican circles. For twelve years he has served upon the school board 
and is at present the president of that body and is known as an aggressive cham> 
pion of the public schools. He has also served upon the city council. Frater- 
nally he belongs to Trowel Lodge, No. 216, A. F. & A. M., and to the local lodge 
of the Knights of Pythias. His religious belief is indicated in his membership 
in the Presbyterian chtirch and nnich of the respeet that he commands is due 
to the fact that his lite is ^nided by the iinderlyin|L,^ principles of Christiainty. 
In the private relations of life he has pruvetl always honorable and kindly and 
as teacher and as editor he has never forgotten the grave responsibilities of 
those who are called upon to train the children of the nation or to give to the 
people accounts of the current happenings and also in a large measure to mold 
public opinion. 



IRA J. HOO\ ER. 

Ira J. Hoover» stroi^ and purposeful, possessing the spirit of initiative as 
manifest in his ready recognition and improvement of opportunities, is today 

one of the ablest financiers and most progressive business men of Waterloo. 
He was horn in lUack Hawk county, July 29. 1876. a son of Ephraim and Eliza- 
beth (Pinkerton) Hoover, both of whom were natives of Wayne county, Ohio, 
where they were reared and married. They came to Iowa in 1875. settling on 
what is now the home farm two ajid a half miles southwest ol Waterloo. There 
the father still resides, hut the mother passed away in December, 1901, at the 
Jige of forty-nine years. 

Ira J. Hoover was-bom upon that place and there remained to his sixteenth 
year, meeting the usual experiences that fall to the lot of the farm la<l. He 
acqnirefl his early education in the district schools and afterward attended the 
Waterloo Business t olle^^e. the X'pper Iowa University at Fayette and the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. His nUentions were to comfdete the course in the last 
named institution, but after returning home during a vacation period he was 
asked to accept a position with the Leavitt & Johnson Bank. This he did and 
remained a representative of that institution for nine years, during which time 
he gained broad experience in the knowledge of financial affairs. He entered 
the bank as bookkeeper and was steadily advanced tmtil he became assistant 
cashier. During his connection with that institution he became interested in 
real estate and gradually drifted into land speculation and also began buying 
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and selling city property until he is today one of the foremost real-estate owners 
of Waterloo. He now owns the Syndicate tniildtng and is secretary and treas- 
urer of the Mercantile Warehouse Company* an investment company holdiiig 

some three hundred thousand dollars worth of property in the business center 
of Waterloo. He is the secretary and treasurer of the Uhck Hawk Buildinj,' 
Company, which owns the Hlack Hawk liank building, and he was the dominant 
factor in the orjijanization of the I Ionic Improvement Company, which wa? tht 
forerunner to the building of the Russell Lamson Hotel, one of the hnest hostel 
ries in the middle west. The purpose of the Home Improvement Company wa 
to take over seventy-two lots owned by Mr. Lamson, the builder of the hotel, 
in order to increase the capital stock of the hotel company. Mr. Hoover vohm- 
teered as one of the leaders to push the work along. For weeks he worked in 
the streets and among the business men and his eflForts were crowned with suc- 
ccs<<, "I'he capital stock of eighty-five thousand dollars, for which amount the 
llome improvement Company was capitalized, was raised and the building of 
the hotel was assured. Mr. Hoover is also receiver for ihc Mason Motor Coni- 
paii)-, manufacturers of motor trucks and automobiles, which is now undergoing 
a process of rehabilitation under his able management and control. 

Mr. Hoover holds membership in Helmet Lodge, No. K P., and in Water- 
loo Lodge, No. 290, B. P. O. E. He is likewise a member of the Waterloo Chib 
and is serving on its board of directors. He is a man of marked determination 
and carries forward to successful completion whatever he undertakes. His 
plans are fornutlated in kee])ini; with modern business ideas .uid his life i<; an 
exemplification of the spirit of the times. He is ever aicrl and active, seizing 
every legitimate advantage as it arises and instituting a business policy in con- 
nection with the management of important interests that results in the attain- 
ment of desirable and notable success. 



ARTHUR A. SHIPFV. 

Arthur A. Shippy is a member of T. F. McDonnell & Company, whidi is 
one of the leading contracting firms of Waterloo and which has erected many 
handsome buildings. He was born in Franklin township. Bremer county, Iowa, 
on the 14th of September. 1H63, a son of Charles S. and Rebecca ( Piatt) Shiipy. 
who were natives respectively of Canada and Illinois. Tn 1X46 Charles 
Sliij)]ty rcniovetl to lireiner county. Iowa, where he purchased three hundred and 
twenty acres of government land, and tor many years he devoted his time tu 
agricultural pursuits. In 1894 he retired from active life, but continued to live 
upon his land until his death, which occurred seven years later, in June, 1901- 
His wife died on the 2d of April, 1900. They had nine childroi, namely: 
Elmer, a resident of Oran. Iowa, where he is engaged in merchandising : Arthur 
A., of this review; Elizabeth, the wife of Russell Sutton, who is living in Colo- 
rado: Addie, who make? her home with her sister, Mrs. Sutton ; Algic, deceased; 
Wilbur and Lcroy, both of whom live iu Colorado; T.eon, who is a resident of 
the state of Washington; and Ethclyn, the wife of Jesse Clark, a fanner ot 
Oran, Iowa. 
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Arthur A. Shippy passed his boyhood days in much ihe manner of other 
farmer lads of this locality, attending the district schools in the winter months 
and aiding with the cultivation of the fields and the care of the stock in the 
-ummers. In addition to the training in agricultural work that he thus received 
he ua.s taught the carpenter's trade by his father, who was sometliing of a con- 
tractor as well as a farmer. When seventeen years of age our subject went to 
the Pacific coast and did carpenter work in various western states until i884« 
when he returned to Iowa and settled in Waterloo. He later entered the 
employ of the Chicago & Great Western Railroad in the bridge construction 
department and remained with them until 18X7. when he hccamc connected 
with a wholesale house in Waterloo and sn continued for four years. At the 
end of that lime he again be^an work at his trade and in 19O!, fcelinj; that con- 
tracting offered a more lucrative held than the carpenter's trade in itself, he 
decided to enter that line of business and became a member of the firm of Shippy 
& Burke of Waterloo. In 1912 the partnership was dissolved and during 1913 
Mr. Shippy was alone in the conduct of his business. In 1914, however, T. 1' . 
McDonnell, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work, became associ- 
ated with him as an e(|ual partner in the foiniation of the firm nf T. I*". McDon- 
nell & Company. They do {general conlractinu; and erei:t many of the buildings 
put up in the county, as their work is thornuj^h and their prices reasonable and 
as they have the reputation of living strictly up to their contracts. Much of 
the success of the firm must be credited to the practical knowledge and the 
business ability of Mr. Shippy. T. F. McDminell & Company have erected an 
unusually large number of schoolhouses in Waterloo and the buildings have all 
given satisfaction. 

Mr. .Shippy was married on the 2(1 of Septeinhcr, 1908, to ^fiss Anna Wil- 
Uniuf^, who is a native of Jowa and a dau.i;hter of John and Caroline Wilken- 
ing. Her parents, who arc natives respectively of Germany and Pennsylvania, 
came to Iowa about the same time as did the parents of Mr. Shippy. 

The last named is a republican but has been so engrossed in his business 
affairs that he has found no time to take an active part in politics. Fraternally 
he belongs to the Loyal Order of Moose. He is interested in outdoor sports, 
especially in baseball, and greatly enjoys seeing a well played game. In his 
liusiness aggressiveness and in the persona! relations of life he measures up to 
.1 high standard of manhood and can be counted ujx)n to stand for all that 
ii be.st in connnunily attairs. 



BENJAMIN F. SWISHER. 

In no profession does advancement depend more entirely upon individual 
tnerit and ability than in the practice of law and, reco^Miizinc^ thi<; fact at the 
outset of his career, Benjamin F. Swisher has gradually and persistently worked 
his way upward through the cultivation of those qualities and talents which lead 
to success in the work of the courts. He is now well versed in legal prindples 
and his energy and determination have prompted his careful preparation of his 
cases so that he enters the court room well qualified to present his cause. 
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Mr. Swisher was !)orn in Johnson county, I(jwa. iti a son of Lowll 

Swisher, a banker oi Iowa City. It was in the schools of that place that he 
imrsucd his preliminary education, passinj^ throu^jh consecutive j^rades uiuil 
graduated from the high school, lie afterward entered the University of Iowa, 
in which he won the Bachelor of Philosophy degree with the class of 1899. 
He then continued in the same institution for the study of law and was gradu- 
ated LL. B. with the class of 1900, completing the collegiate and law courses in 
five years He then entered the office of Mullan & Pidcett and remained with 
that firm t(jr three years before openinjr an office of his own in the fall of 1903. 
He was elected city solicitor in the spring of i<Ki5 and served for three terms 
and on the ist of September, 1913, he entered into his present partnership with 
C. E, Pickett under the rtnn style of Pickett Sc Swisher. This is today regarded 
as one of the strong law firms of the count) . Such are Mr. Syrisher's force of 
character and natttral qualifications that he has steadily overcome all the obsta- 
cles that he has met and few lawyers have made a more lasting impression upon 
the bar of Pdack Hawk county both for marked ability of a high order and for 
>hv individualilv of a personal character which impresses itself upon the com- 
Miunity. In the line of his profession Ik has membership in the Ulack Hawk 
Lounty LJar Association and the American Bar Association. 

In 1902 Mr. Swisher was united in marriage to Miss Helen Fidd Moulton. 
who was bom in Mills county, Iowa, but for a few years prior to her marriage 
was a resident of Exeter, New Hampshire. They have become the parents of 
three children. Martha Elizabeth, Benjamin Field and Helen Moulton. 

and Mrs. Swisher arc members of the Conp^rcg^ational church and arc 
prominent in social circle^ of the city. In politics Mr. Swisher has always been 
a stalwart rc])ul)litan :nu! takes an active interest in the work of his party. He 
has done considerable campaigning in both the county and state and at one 
time he was a candidate for the office of district judge. Fraternally he is con- 
nected with the Knights of Pythias and with the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks. He is also a member of the Chamber of Commerce and is interested in 
all of its projects for the upbuilding and development of the city, while along 
more strictly social lines be i"? cnntiectod uitli the Waterloo ( luh and with the 
Waterloo iiolt and C onniry Club. Well known, he has a circle of friends that 
is extetisive, and the high r<^ard entertained for him is an indication of a well 
spent life. 



M. B. NEFF. 

During the past (Kcade M. P. NetT has been a successftd representative of 
real-estate ami insurance interests in W aterloo, maintaining an olTice at No. 
West Pourth street, and has built up an extensive business along these hues 
His birth occurred in Qark county, Missouri, in 1871, his parents being John 
and Amanda Neff. They had five children, two daughters and three sons, all 
of whom survive. 

M. B. Xeff acquired his early education in the public schools of his native 
state and subsccjucntly continued his studies in the State Normal School at Kirks- 
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villo, Missouri. After finishing his school work he turned his attention to g-cneral 
agricultural pursuits and followed farming until 1901, in which year he disposed 
of his property and came to Waterloo, Iowa. Here he entered the service of 
the Cedar Valley Manufacturing Company, being employed in the sash and door 
dqiartment for three years. On the expiration of that period he opened a 
real-estate and insurance office in the Black Hawk Bank bk)ck and has carried 
on business along tliat line continuously and successfully since. He has made 
a specialty of building residences fnr subsequent sale and also handles fami 
lands in Iowa and adjoining states, lie owns both business and residence prop- 
erty in West \\ aterloo and a tract of sixteen acres inside the city hmits, while 
he is likewise a director of the Peoples Mutual Building & Loan Association of 
Waterkx>, the first oiganization of its kind in the city. His business interests 
have been carefully directed and have brought him a gr^atifying and wdl deserved 
measure of prosperity. 

In 1901 Mr. Neff was united in marriage to Miss Ida Catlett, who was bom 
in California and was reared near Santa Barbara, that state, her father, Ezra 
Catlett. beint^ a niiiclnnan there. She is one of a family of six children, four 
daughters and two sons, all of whom are yet living. Prior to her marriage 
she was a trained nurse. Mr. Neff gives his poliucal allegiance to the democracy 
but is not bitterly partisan, not seeking office and in affairs of general moment 
taking the attitude of a liberal-minded and public-spirited citizen. He is iden- 
tified fraternally with the Knights of Pythias, and in religious faith his wife 
is a Congregationalist. He is known as a man of high character, of marked 
business ability and enterprise, whose sterling- qualities have won for him the 
cont'idcnce ot a large circle of friends and acquaintances in Waterloo and Black 
Hawk county. 



G. E. NEWTON. 

(j. E. Newton is a member of the firm of Bruner & Newton, proprietors 
of a plumbinf^ and heatint^ establishment and conducting a general jobbing busi- 
ness in plumbers' supplies. He was born in Gatesville. Clayton county. Iowa. 
December 7, 1879, a son of Fred E. and Eliza J. (Hollar ) Newton. The father's 
birth occurred in Oswego county, New York, on the 7th of August, 1857, 
the mother was born near Raymond, Iowa, on the 22d of July, 1858, her parents 
having l>een pioneer settlers of Black Hawk county. Fred E. Newton began 
fanning in early life and has always carried on general agricultural pursuits 
save for the period which he spent in public office. He now resides six miles 
north of Waverly and is still actively engaged in the work of tilling the soil. At 
one time he served as deputy sheriff of Dubuque county and made an excellent 
record as a capable and trustworthy official. 

G. E. Newton is the eldest in a family of three children. He attended the 
public schools of Monticello, Iowa, and afterward the schools of Manchester 
but put aside his text-books when Ik; reached the age of seventeen years and 
began learning the plimiber's trade at St. Paul, Minnesota, where he remained 
for three years. He afterward spent two and a half years in Manchester as an 
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empioyc at the plumbing business and on the expiration ot that period came to 
Waterloo, where he entered the employ of Zook & Bentz, continuing^ with that 
firm for five years. He then embark^i in business on his own account, (orm- 
ing a partnership with J. B. Bruner under the firm style of Bruner & Newton. 
They opened a general plumbing and heating establishment and not only handk 
supplies of that character but also do all kinds of repair work and conduct a 
genera! jobbing business in j^lumbins supplies. Mr. Newton has concentrated 
his efforts ujx>ij the upbuilding of the trade with good results, for the firm now 
has a liberal patronage and from the business derives a gratifying annual income. 

On the toth of July, 1S9S. Mr. Newton was united in marriage to Miss 
Alice E. McKray» a native of Greeley, Delaware county, Iowa, and a dat^ter 
of William and Fk>ra (Chase) McKray. Her father was a butcher by trade 
and is now deceased. He never came to this county. Her mother still survives 
and is a resident of St. Paul, Minnesota. Mrs. Newton died on the Sth cf 
necember, 19 14. leaving four children, namely: Ruby Helen, Ral(^ Eugene, 
.Mice Mae and Wanda Juanita. 

Mr. Newtoii is a Mason, holding membership in the blue lodge, the chapter, 
commandery and the Mystic Shrine. He belongs to the Kn^hts of Pythias 
fraternity, to the Travelers Protective Association and to the Commercial Club 
and Board of Trade. He exercises his right of franchise in support of the 
men and measures of the republican party but has never been a {Kititician in 
the sense of office seeking. He has always felt that in order to advaivoe in 
business he must concentrate his energies ujx)n his duties, whether in tin 
employ of others or in the conduct of his own busines>, and it has been by 
reason of his unremitting energy and persistency of purpose that he has gained 
the comfortable competence that he now enjoys. 



EDWARD J. WENNER, 

Iowa has always been distinguished for the high rank of her bench and Uir 
and almost every town as well as city claims those who are able to cross swords 
in forensic combat Mrith the ablest lawyers of the country. Electing to engage in 
law practice as a life work, Edward J. Wenner has continuously advanced 
in this difficult and arduous profession and today i.s accorded a large and dis- 
tinctively representative clientage in recognition of the ability which he has 
developed and which places him among the able representatives (jf the l»ar in 
niack Hawk county, lie has followed his profession in Waterloo since October. 
1904, arriving here when a young man of twenty-four years, his birth having 
occurred in Benton county, Iowa, July 3, iSSfy He is a son of Christian and 
Margaret (Cokely) Wenner, who in the '50s settled in Benton county, Iowa, 
where the father engaged in agricultural pursuits. He has now passed away 
but his widow still resides in that county. 

Edward J. Wenner was educated in the public schools and in the Tiiford 
Collegiate Academy at X'inton. from which he was graduated with the class 
of 1900. On the coni[)letion of his more si)ecilically literary course he entered 
the College of l.aw of the State University of Iowa and secured his LL. B. 
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degree upon graduation with the class of 1903. Tic afterward gained the Master's 
deg^ree upon graduation from Yale University in 1904, havinjj pursued a year's 
j)Ost-graduatc work in that institution. lie was admitted to the Iowa bar in 
1903. and in Oclober, 1904, located for practice in Waterloo, where he entered 
into partnership with E. H. McCoy under the firm name of Wenner & McCoy. 
This connection was continued until 1909* since which time Mr. Wenner has 
been alone in practice. He has acted for the plaintiff or defendant in many 
important cases tried in both the state and federal courts and he has displayed 
comprehensive knowledge of the principles of jurisj)rudence, together with an 
assiduous and unrelaxing attention to all the details of his cases and a most 
careful regard for the interests of his clients. His standing anioiig his fellow 
members of the bar is indicated in the fact that he has been honored with the 
position of secretary of the Black Hawk County Bar Association. He is also 
a member of the Iowa State Bar Association. In 1914 he was elected county 
attorney of Black Hawk county on the republican ticket and is now the able 
incumbent. While the practice of law has been his chief life work, he has 
also become interested in other business enterprises and projects. 

Mr. Wenner is recognized as a leading representative of the republican party 
in Black Hawk county, has frecjuently been a delegate to the state conventions 
and does all in his power to further republican successes because of his firm 
belief in the efficacy and value of party principles as a factor in good govern- 
ment He has membership with the Knights of Pythias» has served as chan* 
cellar commander of Helmet Lodge, ,No. 89, and for the past five years has been 
a representative in the Grand Lodge of Iowa. He also has membership with 
the l.oyal Order of Moose, and was the first dictator of Waterloo Lodge, X'o. 
328. He is a member of the Supreme Lodge, attended the national meetings 
at Baltimore, Cincinnati and Milwaukee and is district deputy supreme dictator 
for the district of Iowa. He likewise has membership with the Benevolent 
Protective Order of Elks and has been a delegate to the state convention of that 
organization on two or three occasions. He has membership in the Fraternal 
Aid Union at Denver and has served for six years as a member of the law 
committee of the Supreme Lodge. He has membership in the Commercial 
Club and Board of Trade and the Town Criers Club. 

On the 17th of August, 1910, Mr. Wenner was united in marriage to Miss 
lilizabcth Parrott, a daughter of W. F, Parrolt, who was associated with The 
Rqwrter of Waterloo, and a granddaughter of ex-Lieutenant Governor Matt 
Parrott. Mr. and Mrs. Wenner have one son, Frank William. The family attend 
Christ Episcopal church, and in social circles they occupy an enviable position, 
while their own home is the abode of warm-hearted hospitality. 



CLAUDE E. DOAK. 

Claude E. Doak, one of the representative business men and influential 
citizens of Cedar Falls, is the president of Doak's Transfer & Storage Qmipany, 
which he organized in 1909^ under the name of the Cedar Falls Transfer & 
Storage Company, for the purpose of storing and distributing machinery through 
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northern Iowa. Mis birtii occurred in l-ees. Illinois, on the I5t of June, 1880, 
his parents being Samuel S. and Clar.i (Waters) Doak. The father was iden- 
tified with railroad interests for a period covering thirty-six years, acting as 
traveling passenger agent for the Norths Pacific Railway Company for a 
number of years. He was a very popular ofiRcial and enjoyed an exten^ve 
acquaintance. His demise occurred at St Paul, Minnesota, in April, 1907, 
when he had attained the age of fifty- four years. 

Claude F.. Doak was reared at the family home in Webster City, Hamilton 
county, Iowa, where his father was located for a number of years and long 
served as a member of the school board, being also prominent in Masonic cir" 
cles. Our subject acquired his education in the Webster City schools and at 
the Capita] City Commercial Cotl^ of Des Moines* Iowa. Subsequently he 
identified himself with railroad work as cashier of the freight house of the 
Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company at Webster City. About three 
years later he accepted the position of paymaster for the Faust Construction 
Company on construction work in the building of the ( ;reat Northern Railroad 
through North and South Dakota. He next went to Tacoma, Washington, 
where his father was then located, and took a posititm in the dispatfdier's office 
of the Northern Pacific Railway Company. Not finding the coast country to 
bis liking, however, he returned to Cedsu* Falls, Iowa, at the end of about 
eight months and went to work for the Harrison. Cole Brothers, Incorporated, 
manufacturer^ of ?tair work and interior finish and extensive lumber dealers. 
Mr. Doak \\ai> made tralihc manager of the company and continued with it \ur 
alxiut live years. On the expiration of that j>eriod, however, he re?i^ied hi> 
position and went to Waterloo, where he organized a freight traffic bureau for 
the purpose of auditing freight overchaiges for heavy shijipers, etc. At the 
end of about a year he returned to Cedar Falls and made up a rooting and 
freight book for the manufacturers of the city which showed the proper rates 
and routmg for fourteen states. This was conceded to be the best rate book 
of .so comprehensive a character ever compiled up to that time and is still used 
by many of the s!ii])pers of this section. In Kpt; he orj^.inized the C edar 1 ai^ 
Transfer & .Storage Company lor the purpose of storing and distriimiing machin- 
ery through northern Iowa and was made president and manager of tlie con- 
cern, having served in the dual capacity to the present time. In the intervening 
years, however, he absorbed the stock of the ccnnpany and diverted it into 
Doak s Transfer & Storage Company, under which name the enterprise is no*' 
conducted. Mr. Doak also deals in coal and enjoys an enviable reputation a? 
one of the leading, progressive and representative business men of Cedar Fall-^ 

In ?M<)5 Mr. Doak was united in inarriap^e to Miss Dorothy B. Coryell, 
Cedar i alls, by whom iie has two children, Dorothy C. and James Russell. He 
gives his political allegiance to the republican party and is a member o( tlie 
present city council of Cedar Falls, serving a four-year term. He acts as chair- 
man of the street and alley committee and it is worthy of note that Cedar FaBs 
has gained its reputation as one of the best paved cities in the state by reason 
of the work which has been done in the past four years. In the summer of 
1914, deeming it necessary to devote his entire attention to his business interests, 
he resigned ftoni the council, but his resignation was nr)t accepted. He i^ 
idcntiticd fraternally with the Modern Woodmen of America and the Knights 
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of Pythias, belonging to Red Cedar Lodge, No. 83, of the latter organization. 
Mr. Doak is also a valued member of the Commercial Club and acts as vestry- 
man in the Episcoi>al church, with which his wife is likewise affiliated. They 
are highly esteemed in the city of their residence and the circle of their friends 
is an extensive one. 



J. P. JEPSEN. 

J. P. Jepscn, secretary and t;eiK'ral manager of the Townsend & Merrill 
Company and identitied with various other business enterprises, belongs to that 
class of men.wliose energy and ^enninaUon in business affairs constitute an 
element in the city's progress as well as in individual success. He is dierefore 
well known as one of the leading residents of Cedar Falls and enjoys in large 
measure the respect and regard of his fellow townsmen who accord htm high 
rank as a business man, a^s a citizen and as a friend. 

He was horn in Schleswig. Germany, in 1865, and aciiuired his education in 
the schools of that country. He came to America in 1885 when a young man 
of twenty years, arriving in Cedar Falls on the 1st of August. He worked as 
a farm hand by the month for two years and then turned his attention to car- 
pentering, being employed by others for a few years* after which he began 
taking contracts in the building line in and arouiul Cednr Falls. He followed 
that business with growing success until 1895. when he accepted the position 
of foreman with the Townsend Merrill Company, himber merchants. In 
n/ji) the business was reorganized and iiuor|)(.)rat{'d as a slock company and 
has jinee been known as the Townsend ik. Merrill Company. Mr. Jepsen con- 
tinued as foreman until 1904, at which time he became the successor of Mr; 
Merrill, who had passed away. He has since been secretary and general man- 
ager of the business and is also one of the stoctdiolders and directors. This 
company occupies a prominent position in lumber trade circles of Iowa, owning 
and operating eight yards. Tlie main office is at Cedar Falls, in addition to 
which they have seven other yar<ls, Mr. Jepsen havinj^ snper\i"ion over the entire 
busHU-> The different plants are located at Hampton, Faulkner, Ackley, New 
HarU'ord, Dike, Hubbaril aiul Industry, Iowa, while their yard at Cedar Falls 
is the most extensive in Blade Hawk county and thetr sales cover a wide ter- 
ritory. They carry everything in connection with the building business and their 
patronage is growing year by year. They have ever recognized the fact that 
satisfied patrons are the best advertisement and have always closely adhered 
to the old axiom that honesty is the best policy. 

•\s Mr. Jepsen has achieved success, enabling him to command a greaur 
or less amount of capital, he has extended his investnunis and efforts into 
other fields and is now a stockholder in the Citizens iiunk of Cedar Falls, in 
the Viking Pump Company of Cedar Falls and the Danish Insurance Conii)an> 
of Cedar Falls, of which he is the vice president and one of the directors. He 
is also a stockholder in several Other home manufacturing interests. Whatever 
he undertakes he carries forward to successful completion and he seems to 
recognize the possibilities of any business situation. His judgment is sound« 
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his energy utualiermg and as ycar.s have gone on he has made for hiniseh' a 
most creditable position in commercial circles. 

In iBgs Mr. Jepsen was united in marriage to Miss Mary C. Hostrop, who 
was bom in Iowa City, a dat^hter of Detlef and Anna Hostrop, both of whom 
were natives of Schleswig. Germany, and at an early day settled in Iowa near 
Iowa City. Mr. and Mrs. Jepsen have hi conic the parents of three daughters: 
Anna ^farie. who is attendin;]^ the Iowa Tc-ichers Collct^c , Icnnic D., a gradu- 
ate of the high school of Cedar l alls and now a student in the Iowa Teachers 
College , and Mildred E.. who is attending high school. The family occupy unc 
of the tine residences of Cedar Falls, the property being owned by Mr. Jepsen. 

In politics he is a republican* but not an office seeker. He and his family 
are of the Lutheran faith and they occupy an enviable position in social circles, 
the hospitality of the best homes of the c it\ being cordially extended them. 
The record of Mr. Jepsen shonld serve to inspire and encourage others, show- 
ing what may be accomplished when sound judgment fjoints out the way am! 
persistency of purpose prompts eontinuanee therein. Since coming to the new 
world at the age of twenty years, practically empty-handed, he has advanced 
^tep by step and has essentially formulated and given shape to his own char- 
acter as well as to his success. 



ANDREW (i. REJD. 

.\ndrew (I. Reid is numbered among the able lawyers praciicing at the bar 
of Black Hawk county and through merit and ability has gained a good clientage. 
He was bom in Warren county, Illinois, a son of Jesse W. Reid, who was 
a native of Pennsylvania and came to this state in his^ boyhood days. He 
was married in Iowa to Miss Emma Stillings and passed away in 1889. During 
the period of his residence in Iowa he was larg^ely engaged in farming in Madi- 
son county and lived a busy and useful life. 

Andrew (i. Reid is indebted to the pnl)lie-schooi system of this state for the 
early educational opportunities which he enjoyed, lie was afterward gradu- 
ated from Simpson 0}lt<^e in the class of 1901 with the Bacltttor of Arts degree. 
He then entered the law department of the University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor and was graduated with the LL. B. degree in the class of 1906. Taking 
up the profession of teaching, he was assistant professor of mathematics in 
Monmouth CoUcf^e of Monmouth, Illinois, where he was also athletic director 
for three years. In 1910 he came to Waterloo, where he lias since l>een engaged 
in j)racticc in all of the courts of the state and in the federal courts. He ha!^ 
continued in the gaieral practice ol law and is well versed in the various 
branches of his profession. His arguments have elicited warm commendation 
not only from his associates at the bar but also from the bench. His briefs 
always show wide research, careful thought and the best and strongest reasons 
whii li l: I)c urged for his contention, presented in cogent and logical form. 

Mr. Reid is a member of the county bar association. He is also a member 
of the Knis,dit'; of Pythias and the I'enevolent Protective Order of Elks, while 
his religious faith is manifest in his membership in the United Presbyterian 
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church. He is u young man but one who has made a crecHtable record in his 
professional career. Steadily he has worked his way upward, recognizing that 
in the practice oi law abihty is ihc keynote ot advancement. 



E. O. ROBERTS. 

E. O. Roberts is the owner of a well improved farm, his place being situated 
on section i^i, where he has one hundred and sixty acres of rich and productive 
land, ile was born l>ecembcr 6, 1869, in the township which is still his home, 
his parents being John W. and Ann M. (Sroufe) Roberts, the former a native 
of Indiana and the latter of Ohio. The father was a fanner by occupation, 
devoting his life to that pursuit. He came to Black Hawk county with his 
parents when but six years of age, arriving in 1850, and here he was reared and 
educated. He received practical training in the work of the fields and when old 
enough he he^an farming on his own account. At lenjjth he purchased land in 
Sprinj^r Lreek t(n\ n>liii). developing the tract and conlinuinjj its cultivation for 
many years, trans lurming the place into one of the valuable farm properties of 
the district. At length he retired and removed to La Porte City, wh^ he am- 
tinued to make his home until he was called to his final rest, his death occurring 
June 2, 1911. His widow survives and yet lives in La Porte City. 

E. O. Roberts was reared and educated in this county and is indebted to its 
public-school system for the opportunities for mental discipline which he enjoyed. 
Through the periods of vacation he worked in the fields and thus had i)ractical 
traininsf in the various 5)hases of farminp^. Me remained with his parents until 
he reachetl the age oi iwenly-six years, after which he rented lanii which he 
cultivated for six years. He then bought fifty acres in Spring Credc township 
which he continued to farm for six years. At the end of that time he sold out 
and invested in one hundred and sixty acres on section 16, since which time he 
has added many improvements to the place and now has one of the valuable 
farms in the county. The buildings are substantial and the place is enclosed 
with well kept fences which also divide the farm into fields of convenient size. 
The machinery is modern ami the work accomplished is substantial. Mr. Rob- 
erts is also a stockiiolder in the l armers Produce Elevator Company and in 
the Farmers Telephone Company. He raises high grade stock, making a specialty 
of Duroc-Jersey hogs and from the sale of these he derives a gratifying annual 
income. 

On the nth of December, 1895, Mr. Roberts was united in marriage to 
Vfiss Mary Fry. a daughter of (leorj^c and Harriet (McDonald) Fry, pioneer 
xtilers of this county. Tlie father was born in Wisconsin Ju\y 30. i84<). and 
the mother in Illinois August 14, 1845. .Mr. I ry was a sloneniason, which trade 
he followed during the greater part of his active life. He is now living with 
a son in Wisconsin, while his wife passed away in 1886. Mr. and Mrs. Roberts 
are the parents of three children, George, Gorman and Gladon, aged fifteen, 
ten and two years respectively. Mr. Roberts holds membership with the Ameri- 
can Yeomen and he exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and 
measures of the democratic party. Religiously he is a Methodist and to the 
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.faith and teadiings of the church he closely adheres. His well spent life has 
won him high regard and his circle of friends in this county is almost coextensive 
with the circle of his acquaintance. 



C. L. KINGSLEY. 

C. L. Kingsley is a representative of that class of capable* broad-minded 
business men whose efTorts arc an element in advancing general prosperity as 

well as promotttipf individual success, in all of his business career hi*; jihti< 
. have been carefully formulated and he has displayed tireless energy, keen per- 
ception ntul honesty of purjx^se as well as a genius for devising the right thing 
at the right lime. He is today prominently and widely known as the owner of 
the Irving Hotel, as vice president of the Lcavitt & Johnson National Bank and 
as a factor in the successful control and management of numerous other important 
business concerns. 

A native of Toledo, Ohio» Mr. Kingsley is a son of Robert M. and Julia 
n'^letcher) Kingsley and was about twelve years of age when brought by his 
jiarents to Waterloo, where he has sitice made his home. He continued liis 
education through successive grades in the public schools until he became a 
high-school pupil and later he was graduated from Bryant & Stratton Business 
Collie of Chicago and also from the Chicago Athenaeum, being thus welt quali- 
fied 1^ thorough training for the duties and responsibilities of business life. 
Upon his return to W aterloo he became connected with insurance interests as 
a representative of life insurance and later took up tire insurance. His advance- 
ment w.is a foregone conclusion because of hh laudable ambition, hi-; unalinlint; 
industry and his finn pur])osf. In 1886 Ir- became general state agent and 
adjui>ier for all of the country west of Chicago to Salt Lake ;uul from Duluth, 
Minnesota, to £1 Paso, Texas. He remained with that company for fourteen 
years, discharging with marked capability the onerous, difficult and ofttimes 
delicate duties that devolved upon him in tliat connection. On the ist of July. 
1900, he took charge of the Irving Hotel, which his father had conducted since 
1889. Under the management of C. 1.. Kingsley it lias been enlarged until there 
are now one hvmdrcd .and twenty-five guest rooms with store and business rooms 
below. The building, one hundred and sixty by ninety feet, is three stories in 
height and the hotel is conducted according to modern methods in vogue in all 
the leading hostelries of the day. Mr.- Kingsley has installed every comfort 
and convenience for the guests and the hotel is liberally patronisml. He is also 
a member of the board of directors of the Farmers Loan & Trust Company and 
is president of the Home Park Land & Investment Company. He is rkbly 
endowed with that quality which too many lack — ever\' day common sense— 
and added to this is a resistless ]>ower which enables htm to overeonie all obsta- 
cles and dilTuidties in his path. lie luis platted and laid out Kingbard Hill 
addition to Waterloo, adding much thereby to the beauty of the city, and he 
has been prominently identified with the development and growth of Waterloo 
for an ^tended period. 
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On the 6th of October, 1886, Mr. Kingsley was united in marriage to Miss 
-Mary Hubbard, of Waterloo, and the hospitality of their home is enjoyed by 
a circle of friends that is only limited by the circle of their acquaintance. 

While Mr. -Kingsley's business activity alone would entitle him to mention 
as a prominent resident of Waterloo, his efforts along the line of citizenship 
have been of notable value. He has been a coopcrant factor in many of the 
plans and projects of the Chamber of Commerce for the upbuildinj^ of the 
city. He belongs also to the Waterloo Club and the Town Criers Club, and 
m fraternal circles is well known. In Masonry he has attained the degrees of 
the Kniglits Templar Commandery and of the Mystic Shrine. He bdongs to the 
Knights of Pythias and is a member of the board of grand trustees of the Benevo- 
lent Protective Order of Elks and is secretaty of that board, 'having been 
elected for a five years' term at the Denver meetings in July, 1913. In 
politics he is a republican and has taken an active interest in the affairs of state 
:«.iu| nation Tie is a junior warden of St. Mark's Episcopal chureh, havinj^ i)een 
thus otficially connected with the church for a long period. It will thus be seen 
that there is no important element in the life of the city with whidi he is not 
associated in a helpful manner. Business enterprise, civic welfare and moral 
progress have all been promoted by him. He certainly deserves much credit for 
what he has accomplished along business lines, for through his persistent, earnest 
and indefatigable efforts he has advanced to a leading positi<m among the citi- 
zens of Waterloo. 



WILLIAM H. BEDFORD. 

William H. Bedford is a leading factor in real-estate circles of Cedar Falls, 

^nndling^ his own property. He now has a f:^oo(.l clientafje and liis business has 
reached extensive proportions, lie was born in f.incohi township, this county, 
while his parents, Daniel and .Martha (Whitel) ) I'.cdford. were natives of 
Pennsylvania. The father made farming his life work and in the year 1869 
arrived in Iowa, at which time he took up his abode in Lincoln township. Black 
Hawk county. He became a landowner and with the exception of a brief period 
of a few months spent his remaining days in this county. He became interested 
in a creamery business, was engaged in stock-raising and in other business affairs, 
all of which contributed to his growing success. He died in May, 1898, while 
his wife, who still survives, is a resident of Waterloo. 

William H. Bcdfortl was the fifth in order of birth in a family of seven 
children. The family record is as follows: Clara is the wife of Dr. Vandervcre, 
of Ce^r Falls. Josephine is the wife of T. F. Glenny, of Waterloo. Carleton 
W. is a resident of Hudson, where he is cashier of the First National Bank. 
I'yman D. is cashier of the First State Bank of Corona, California. William 11 
is the next of the family. Elizabeth is the wife of Uoyd Loonan, a farmer resid- 
ing at Hudson, Iowa. Helen is deceased. 

VVilliam H. Bedford attended sehool in TTtuIson. Iowa, and also the State 
Teachers College at Cedar Falls. Upon attaming his majority he accepted a 
position in a bank at Adrian, Minnesotia, where he acted first as bookke^er and 
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afterward as assistant cashier for four years. On the expiration of that period 
he went to Cedar Falls and was associated with the Cedar Falls National Bank 

for six and one-half years in the capacity of assistant cashier. Since that time 
he has engaged in the real-estate business, buying and selling farms and resi- 
dence properties which he has improved and placed upon the market. From 
his activities in this field he has derived a ver) substantial income and he has 
as a partner in the undertaking George C. Frisbee, with whom he is associated 
in handling farm lands. Mr. Bedford is also a stockholder in the Weart^Frisbee 
Lumber Company. 

On the 22d of August, 1908, Mr. Bedford was united in marriage to Miss 
Besse Simpson, who was bom near JanesviUe, Bremer county. Iowa, a dangli- 
ler of John and Margaret Simpson, who were also natives of Bremer count}-. 
The father was a farmer by occupation atid devoted many years to that pursuit 
but is now living retired in Cedar Falls, where he and his wife occupy a pleas- 
ant home. 

Mr. Bedford is a rqMiblican in his political views but has never sought nor 
desired public office. His moral progress has had its root in his membership 
in the Presbyterian church and he has also exemplified in his life the teachio^ 

and spirit of the Masonic fraternity, which is based upon the brotherhood of 
man. Tie likewise has nieinbership in the Elks lodfje of Waterloo and he 
prominent and jwpulat in these different organizations, enjoying the warm 
regard, contidence and goodwill of his brethren of these fraternities. 



D. SANDS WRIGHT, A. M. 

One of the most potent factors in the success of the Iowa State Teachers 
C ollege, originally the Iowa State Normal School, has been the professional work 
and personal influence of Professor D. Sands \\ rij^ht. He was born on a fami 
near New London, Highland county, Ohio, on the 7th of December, 1847. His 
father, Joseph Wright, was a prominent and eloquent Aiinister in the Society of 
Friends and his mother, Lydia (Cow^ll) Wr^ht, was a lifelong member of the 
same communion. True to his home trainin!,^ Prcjfessor Wright has been through- 
out life a member and since 1886 a minister in the Quaker church. He enjoyed 
in youth the usual educational advantai^es of a farmer's son, spending the winter 
niontii^ in the country school and the remainder of the year at hard labor on 
the farm. 

As he approached young manhood he was possessed of an ardent desire to 
acquire a thorough literary education and partly by teachti^ and partly upon 
borrowed money he was enabled in 187 1 to complete a classical course of tnstmc- 
tion, receiving upon graduation the degree of A. B., and three years later the 

honorary degree of A. M., and in 1887 he was given the honorarj' degree of 
A. M. by Ponn College. He received private undcrpfraduate instruction from 
Dr'. Lewis McKibbcn at Hillsboro. Ohio, and he also took post-g^raduate woric 
under Dr. Phillips in civil engineering at Armour Institute, Chicago. 

Professor Wright began his career as a teadier in the country schools of 
Highland and Clinton counties, Ohio. In 187a he was elected to the posidcm 
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ot :l^^u. iate president of \\ hiiiier ( olle^e. locuied at Salem, Henry county, 
Iowa, and in 1874 hih as^iociate, rrolessor C. C. Pickett, having resigned, he 
was chosen president of the institution by its board of directors. Two years 
later the Iowa State Normal School was established by the l<^slature of the 
state and he was called by the board of trustees of the new institution to the 
chair of Knglish langitajjc and literature. He has therefore been connected with 
the school at Cedar Falls since its ortgm in 1876. He was transferred in 1881 
from the chair of English to tliat of mathematics, which position he has filled 
for over a third of a century Since 1875 he has been a prominent and 
active member of the Iowa Slate Teachers Association, has served for many 
years as a member of its educadtmal council and as a member of ito 
important committees has been a power in the shaping and directing of its 
policies. ^ In 1904 he served as pre»dent of the association. In educational 
circles in Iowa he is widely known in many capacities. He has appeared in all 
parts of the state as a conductor of teachers' institii*(>s and as an institute lecturer, 
lie is always at home with a class of teachers and his didactic talks and lectures 
are familiar, practical and entertaining. He treats his hearers to no fine-spun 
and untried theories but to conclusions and inferences largely drawn from his 
own experience in the different grades of public-school work, whUe there is a 
quiet vein of humor in his addresses* which take a decidedly sarcastic turn when 
he is exposing the shams and follies of educational quacks and pretenders. 

He is also well known on the }x^lar lecture platform. He visited Europe 
i<i the "80s and on his return deli^'hted many audiences by his lecture on What 
i ."^aw in Kuro])e. Among his other lecture titles are The Coming Woman, Ideals, 
Personality, Lincoln, the Man of Fortune, Complete Education and the Rights 
of the Child. He has also given a great nmnber of high school commencement 
addresses and high school baccalaureate sermons. 

Professor Wright has written much for educational magazines, his articles 
published in the Iowa Normal Monthly aloiie n\imbering one hundred and forty- 
four. His first contributions to that journal were a series of twelve ironical 
educational articles, entitled The Scroggs Family, and were written under the 
nom (ie jdiinie of Thephilus \'on PntT. Many of his articles for the Monthly 
appeared m series, under such general titles as Lessons not Taught in the Books, 
Words, Reading, Arithmetic and Pedagog's Progress. Of the single articles 
may be menti<med as notable: Frank Davis; A. Jackson Smythe; Jug Town 
Academy; and As Our Pupils See Us. These Normal MontfUy articles have 
been extensively quoted and reproduced in other educational journals and some 
have been collected and published in book form. He is also the author of hand- 
looks for teachers, which have had an extensive sale The best known of these 
is his Exercises in Concrete ( leiinietr>', which is published by the well known 
house of D. C. Heath Company, lloslon, and was prepared for them at llieir 
request. The work is made up chiefly from the author's classroom notes and 
embodies the results of a lifetime's experience in teaching geometry in a state 
teachers' college. As a text-book it is unique in that it is based on the doctrine 
that theory should immediately prccerle practice : that when a principle is once 
learned by a pupil exercises should i»e al !iand for its application, ff? purpose 
is to obviate the criticism often justly made aj^ainst geometrical ."^ttidy, that the 
student in the subject may be able to state all the whys and wherefores of a 
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demonstration in the ))est logical form and yet be utterly helpless to apply the 
principle so acquired to the solution of simple arithmetical problems. 

On the 24th of July, i88o» Professor Wright was married to Miss Elia 
Rawstern, on the day of her graduation from the Iowa State Normal School 
To the union four children were bom, a son and three daughters. The son. 
Joseph, distinguished himself as a student and on the athletic field, winning in 
the last year of his course in the Teachers College a place on the all-Iowa foot- 
ball eleven. Later he pursued a course of training in the Voung Men's Christian 
Association Training School at Springticid, Massadmsetts, and upon graduating 
from this institution was placed in charge of the athletic department of die 
Francis Parker Training School, Chicago, which position he has continued to 
fill for many years. Of the daughters, Luella is teaching Latin in the high school 
of Xorth Yakima, Washington. May Wright RatclifTe is the wife of William 
Katrliffc, a j^rominent lawyer of Red Oak, Iowa. Ruth, the youngest, is pro- 
fessor of voice and ])hvsu al training in Yankton College, Yankton, South Dakota. 
The children are all aluiuni 01 ihe Iowa State Teachers College and the two 
elder daughters are also graduates of the State University of Iowa. 

At the 1912 commencement of the Teachers College, Professor Wright was 
recognized by a banquet given in his honor by the alumni. Two of the leading 
speakers on this occasion were Hon. E. D, Chassell. of Le Mars, and Hon. RoUo 
I'atterson, of New York city. The quotation below is from the address of 
Mr. Chassell: 

"Graduates go lorih at each commencement, all owing a debt they can never 
repay to Professor D. Sands Wright; a debt which makes them better and 
kindlier and stronger men and women. It is the misfortune of many men to 
ai^iear upon the world's stage at tiie wrong time, but here is a man who was 
staged at the right time. His achievements and his talents have done their good 
work at a fortunate epoch. It has not been his to paint a picture. It has nni 
been his to build a railroad. It has not been his to discover a planet. We honor 
him for greater things. In thic the world's greatest period of achievement !u 
has been the inspiration animatmg unlcnown hundreds in every field of human 
activity. His work has increased forty times forty fold. He has been a builder 
of character. He has been a builder of men and women. No captain of industry 
and no general of military armies is so great a master and none other merits so 
great a reward. Neither war, famine nor pestilence can destroy his treasures, 
and commercial disasters cannot impair his securities." 



W. H. HANNA. 

W. H. Hanna, president of the Western Farmers Land Company, with 
offices in the Mar.sh-Place building in Waterloo, is a prominent figure in rea'- 
estatc circles, his intelligently directed activity and enterprise placing him amoiii:; 
the leaders in this line. His life record had its beginning in Renton county on 
the loth of May, 1859, his parents being A. H. and Rose Anna Hanna, who catnc 
lo Iowa in 1857 from Stark county, Ohio, which was their birthplace. They 
took up their abode in Benton county and the fatiier there owned and operatctl 
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a farm. He purchascfl his first land from the sjovemnicnt and as tinu- passed 
added to his original holdings until he became the owner of a valuable farm. 
For many years he carefully and systematically tilled his fields and when he had 
acquired a handsome competence he retired and took up his abode in Benton, 
where he lived for twenty-two years prior to his death. In politics he was an 
active republican, giving earnest and intelligent support to the party and its 
principles, believing that its platform contained the best elements of good gov- 
ernment. In his family wrro five children: IVlle ; John, who owns, occupies 
and cuiljvales the old hoinesttad farm tormerly the property ot his father; 
W. H., of this review; James; and Howard. 

The youthful experiences of W. H. Hanna were those which usually fall 
to the lot of the farm lad. He was reared in Benton county and acquired his 
education in the common schools. From an early age he displayed notable 
business ability and keen discernment and when he was but twenty-six years of 
age he had charge of a farm of seven hundred acres, which he operated in con- 
nection with the conduct of an extensive live-stock lntsine<s. He handled stock 
in such numbers that he fed all of the ;4iain which he rai^td also purchased 
fifteen thousand bushels annually to add to thai which he had raised. 

Mr. Hanna continued his active connection with farmir^ interests until 
191 1. On the I St of January of that year the Western Farmers Land Company 
was oi^^anized and capitali:ted for five million five hundred thousand dollars* 
with W. H. lianna as president; J. Y. CimiihcU, vice president; C. F. Robe, 
secretary; and R. W. (*<ihson. treasurer. In the company are more than five 
hundred stockholders, living in various sections of the I nited States and Canada, 
and they are princi{)ally farmers. The business ha> licm |)Uu ed upon a prolitable 
basis. They conduct a general land business, buying and selling and traflicking 
in lands in this country and across the border in Canada. This is known as 
the strongest, the largest and the most reliable real-estate firm in Iowa. The 
p<riicy instituted is largely the result of the enterprise, insight and splendid busi- 
ness methods of Mr. Hanna, who recognized the opix)rtunities along this line 
and has so directed his efforts that he has not only derived personal benefit hut 
has also made the company a profitable concern His worth is widely acknowl- 
edged and his power concetlcd by all with whom he has been brought in contact. 
He is both forceful and resourceful and aside from his connection with the 
Western Farmers Land Company he has many business interests, being a director 
of the Peoples Savings Bank of Vinton : of the Farmers Savings Bank of Gar- 
rison ; a director of the Greeley State Bank at Golsey, Nebraska ; a director in 
the Benton County Agricultural Society; a stockholder in the Garrison Grain 

Lumber Company of Garrison, Iowa : president of the Farmers Mercantile 
Store of Garrison, Iowa ; and an eijual ow ner with E. D. Bergen in the Oakridge 
Stock Farm, which comprises seven hundred acres. 

Mr. Hanna is a man of marked determination and carries forward to suc- 
cessful completion whatever he undertakes. His judgment is sound, his dis- 
crimination keen and his energy is unfaltering. He seems to readily recognize 
the full possibilities of any business situation and he is able to coordinate appar- 
ently diverse elements into a unified and harmonious whole. 

In Mr. Hanna was united in marriage to Miss Rachel Bergen, a native 

of Benton county, Iowa, and a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Bergen, who 
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were pioneers of that county. They came from Indiana and the father followed 
farming in this state until his retirement from active business life. They had 
a family of five children, Joseph, Mrs. Hanna, Martha, Dunning and Gay. To 
our subject and wife have been bom three children: Harry, deceased; Koberta: 

and Belle. 

.^^r. and Mrs. Hanna arc members of the IVeshytcrian church. Mr. Hnnna'- 
graniitather wa? a preacher of the I 'reshytcriaii church and three of his nine 
sons became preachers, while ail nine have served as ciders ni the church. Mr. 
Hanna is likewise connected with the church in the same capacity and has done 
effective and earnest work to further its interests and welfare. His political 
allegiance is given to the republican party, which elected him to represent the 
district in the thirty-second general assembly. He studies political questions 
with the same thnroiitjhness an<! accuracy which he displayed in mastering busi- 
ness problems and at all times manifests a public-spirited devotion to the gen- 
era! good, iiis business career is a notal)lY succcsslul one and at every point 
ihorouglily commendable. He lias at all times been actuated by a spirit of 
advancement, yet he has never been known to take advantage of the necessities 
of his feltowmen in any business transaction. He has ever realized that honesty 
is the best policy and he has employed constructive methods in the conduct of 
his interests. 



M.\RK T. HUMl'llRi'V. 

Mark T. Humphrey is conducting a growing and profitable business as a 
dealer in electrical supplies, motors, lamps and fixtures and he also takes con- 
tracts for installing electric light .systems in farm houses and in small towns. 

\n analyzation of his life record shows that industry, clo.se appHcation, persever- 
ance and a commendable ambition lia\e heen the chief elements in his growin? 
succc.s>. He is one of Clack Hawk county's native sons, his birth having occurred 
in Eagle Center, Eagle township, December 22, 1886. His parents were Thomas 
J. and Olive (Roberts) Humphifey. 

The father was bom in the state of Xew Ydrk and devoted his life to farm- 
ing. He came to Iowa in the spring of 1864, settling near Eagle Center, where 
he pnrclia-ed land, paying three dollars per acre for his tirst eighty acre tract 
He added to this from time to time as hi-? financial resources increased nnfl 
l)rought his place to a high stale of cultivation His meth(Kis of fanning were 
at all times practical and jirogressive and he won a substantial measure of suc- 
cesiS. He continued to reside upon the farm until the fall of 190 1. when he. 
moved to Waterloo and retired from active business, spending his remainii^ 
days in the enjoyment of well earned rest. He was secretary of the E^ie Center 
Dairy Association and his influence was always on the side of progress and 
improvement as related to the various phases of agricultural life. He was a 
stockholder and the treasurer of the Hlack Hawk County Earmers Mutual l ire 
and Eightning Insurance .Association. He was always interested in public 
atTairs and .^cvcrai times was called to office. He served as a trustee of his 
township and was a member of the board of supervisors when the Fourth Street 
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bridge was huilt and also when the site for the present courthouse was ()ur- 
chascd. Mis life was one of ediuinnnn*; nctivity and wa«; a nsetid element in 
the county's |)ro»;ress and improvcmem alonq; \aiious line-, lie enjoyed the 
lesjjccL and j^uud will of all who knew him and his death, which occurred in 
Xovember, HJ05, was deeply regretted. His wife, who was born December 20, 
is still living in Waterloo, her residence being at No. 612 Grant avenue. 
They were the parents of two children, the elder being a daughter, Maude, who 
is now the wife of Aaron F'alnier. who resides in Marshalltown, being the pres- 
ent superintendent of schools there, in which capacity he is serving for the 
eighth year. 

The ^011. Mark 1. Humphrey, was a pupil in the country schools and in the 
Waterloo high school, from which he was graduated with the class of 1905. 
He afterward studied in the electrical engineering department in the Iowa State 
College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts at Ames, completing his course in 
1909. He resided at home and from choice, while at school, he put in his vaca- 
tions doing wiring and other work preparatory to following the business in 
which he is now engaged. He thus obtained valuable experience and continued 
in thi< way until he started in business on his own aconiint, nn the 18th of July, 
1909, when In tortned a partnership with W . 1 litelieock. They established 
the present business under the style of Hitchcock ik Humphrey, starting in a 
small way in a second floor room at No. 40oV':> West Fifth street. There they 
remained for about eighteen months, when they came to their present location, 
and after about a year they bought out the Iowa Electrical Machinery Company 
and have since conducted the two enterprises. They carry a full line of electrical 
supplies, motors, lamps, fixtures, etc., and in addition they install electrical 
lighting systems upon farms and in '^tnall towns. Thev do a jobl)injj and retail 
business and have ^ainc<l a lil)ira! patronatje. In adilition to hi> business atiairs 
Mr. Humphrey is the owner oi roidcncc property in Waterloo. 

Mr. Humphrey exercises his right of franchise in sup{>ort of the men and 
measures of the republican party. He keeps well informed on the questions 
and issues of the day and is ever ready to support his position by intelligent 
argument. He has been a member of the Uaptist church .since 1901 and he 
holds nKinl)cr>hi]i with the Knights of Pythias, lie is well known in the county 
where his entire life has been passed and that many of his warmest friends are 
those who have known hini from his boyhood to the present is an indication 
that his career lias ever been an honorable and upright one. 



LOUIS W. WITKY. 

Louis \V . Witry i» the vice presulenl and factory manager of the W aterloo 
Gas Kngine Company, in which connection he has the supervision of the 
labors of seven hundred employes. He is a man of determined purpose, 
carrying forward to successful completion whatever he undertakes, and his life 
work has been of a character that has contributed to public prosperity as well as 
to individual success. 
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He is a native of Waterloo, born in 1870, his parents being Dominic and 
Margaret (Pott) Witry, both of whom were natives of Germany. The father 
was bom in 1841 and came to Waterloo in 1868. He entered the employ ot 
Henry Daniels in the only sawmill of the town and in that connection engageU 
in the manufacture of furniture, for he was a cabinet-maker by trade. It was 
soon after his arrival in Waterloo that he wedded Maiigaret Pott and they became 
parents o£ three children ; Louis W. ; Perrie J., who has always lived in Waterloo; 
and Mary, also of this city. 

Louis W. Wilry was educated in Our Lady of \'ictory Sisters' school in 
Waterloo and at the age of fifteen commenced work at the machinist's trade 
with the Illinois Central Railroad Company, serving a five years' apprentice- 
ship. He was engaged in locomotive work for twelve years, working in a 
number of the leading sliops in the middle west and on the coast in order to 
gain greater experience. In August, 1897, he became associated with the 
Waterloo Gas F.ngine Company, which was then occupy inj,' the old building 
located on the river and employed twenty men. The following January he was 
made '^uI>t'rintendent of the factory and a little later he became a stockholder 
in tfie company and was elected to the office of vice president and factory man 
ager. Soujething of the growth of the business is indicated in the fact that 
they now employ on an average of seven hundred workmen, many of whom are 
most skilled and ^cient in their particular line. Mr. Witry designed the 
Waterloo Gasoline Engine, which was far superior to anydiing that had beta 
put upon the market at that time, and it gave such uniform satisfaction that 
it was necessary to immediately arrange for a larger factory in order to supply 
the demand. This was the startinj^^ point of the great plant which they liavc 
today, a plant that covers many acres and utilizes a number of buildings, the 
largest of which is one thousand by one hundred and twenty feet. There arc 
two other buildings one fifty by one hundred and twenty feet, another three hun- 
dred by one hundred and forty feet, with a foundry one hundred by six hundred 
feet. Theirs is one of the most popular engines on the market and in the great 
factory the hum of industry is continuously heard, for the work is carried steadily 
forward in order to furnish the supply that is demanded in all parts of the world. 
Their trade not oiil\ cavers America, but many foreij^n countries, this being 
indicative of the siipenority of their engine over many others upon the market. 
In this factory was built the lirsl automobile ever constructed or used in Black 
Hawk county and the design was by Mr. Witry. They continued the manufac- 
ture of automobiles for some time but on account of the rapid increase in die 
demand for gasoline engines had to abandon the former for lack of room. 

Mr. Witry is an extensive property holder of Waterloo and now occupici^ 
the old homestead with his mother and sister, his father having- died in ip'-- 
He is a member of St. Joscijli'-^ Catholic church and of the Knights of Columbus, 
and he also has membersliip w ith the I' raternal Order of Eagles, the }ienevolent 
Protective Order of Elks, the Chamber of Commerce, the Waterloo Club and 
Waterloo Business and Traveling Men's Association. His has indeed been a 
busy, useful and active life, resulting in continuous advancement Folk>«rin; 
out the bent of his nature he soon reached an exi)ert position in connection with 
mechanics and his initiative ^rit has led to inventions that have been of th<' 
utmost value and worth. A man of great natural ability, his success in business 
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ha:> been uniform and rapid. As has been truly remarked, after all that may 
be done for a man in the way of giving him early opportunities for obtaining 
the requirements which are sought in the schools and in hooks, he must essen- 
tially formulate, determine and give shape to his own diaracter and this is 
what Mr. WItry has done. 



W. K. VOORHEES. 

W. K. Voorhees, one of the foremost business men and popular youi^ citi- 
zens of Cedar Falls, has since 1910 served as secretary and general man^r 

of the Standard Manufacturing Company of the city, which concern is engaged 
in the manufacture of steel .i,Mtc< and conducts one of the important industrial 
plants of Black Hawk count}. His birth occurred in Mahaska county, Iowa, 
near the town of Pella, on the 25th of August, 1887, his parents being John K. 
and Algenette (Ryan) Voorhees, likewise natives of this state. John K, Voor- 
hees, Sr., the paternal grandfather, came to Iowa from Ohio in 1845 ^ 
early day located on a farm in Mahaska county, spending the remainder of his 
life thereon. It was there that the birth of his son occurred. For about twenty 
year> John K. \'oorhees, Jr., has been a commercial salesman, now representing 
the (iaie Matiufacturing Company of Albion. Michigan, manufacturers of farm 
machinery. In 1904 he took up his abode in Cedar Falls and has here since 
resided. 

W. K. Voorhees was reared under the parental roof and in the acquirement 
of an education attended the graded schools and the Cedar Falls high school, 
from whidi institution he was graduated with the class of 1906. Soon after 
putting aside his text-books he secured a position with the Iowa Gate Com- 
pany of Cedar Falls, artinn^ as office man for the concern, lie contnuicd in 
the service of the company for about tour years and that his worth and ability 
were recognized by his employers is indicated in the fact that he was sent out 
to represent the lirni when a special representation was required. In 1910 he 
resigned his position with die Iowa Gate Company and became one of the 
leading spirits in the organisation of the Standard Manufacturing Company, 
wluch was incorporated under the laws of Iowa and of which he was made 
secretary and manager. Tlie concern began op<mtions in the old paper null 
property, but the business developed so rapidly that larger quarters were neces- 
*^ary and in 191 2 a modern brick building,' was erected which extends through 
irom Third to Fourth street, having a length of about two hundred and si.xty 
feet and a width of eighty feet. In 1913 the company built an addition of 
seventy by ninety feet to house their galvanizing plant, which they installed at 
that time. The state factory inspector declares it the best equipped and best 
ventilated galvanizing plant in the state of Iowa. The firm does all the galvan- 
izing for the Wagner Manufacturing Company and for the Du Mond Manu- 
facturing Company as well as their own work. In his capacity as secretary and 
manager Mr. \ oorhees has contributed not a little to the continued growth and 
success of the business, and he is widely recognized as a young man of splendid 
executive ability and enterprise. 
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In iyu9 Mr. \ oorhces was united in marriage lo Miss Julia C. Philpol, oi 
Cedar Falls, by whom he has one son, Maynard K. Fraternally he is identified 
with the following oigantzations : Black Hawk Lodge, No. 65. A. F, & A, M., 
in which he is a member of the board of trustees: Valley Chapter, No. 20, 

R. A. M.; Ilaldwin Commandery. No. 11. K. T. : Crescent (Ouncil, No. I'l, 
R. & S. M., of Waterlon; aiul EI Kahir Temple. .\. A. O. N. S Mr. \ oor- 
hees is also a well kno A n member nf the C edar I ,-ill« Commercial Club and has 
already attained a po»iiiun in ousiness circles ot his city that many a nun oi 
twice his years might well envy. 



J. F. CASS, 

J. V. Cass is the vice |)re>ident of the \\'aterlo<j. Cedar Kails 61: Northern 
Railroad but this is only one phase ot his activity, as he has been identihed with 
various plans, projects and measures which have been an clement in promoting 
the material, intellectual, political and moral progress of his community. A 
native of Wisconsin, he came to Iowa with his parents when diree years of age 
and was reared in Sumner, his education being acquired in the public schools. 
Wlien a young man he went to Chicago and for five years was with the First 
National Bank, starting' a^; messenger and becominpf a-^-^istant to E. K. Uoisot. 
then manager of the boiui department and foreign coin tciler. 

Mr. Cass afterward engaged in the banking business in Sumner, Iowa, with 
Ais father, conducting a private bank. Subsequently he oiganized the bank at 
Tripoli and at Denver, Iowa, and with his partners controls those two banks and 
also one at Sumner. He is a well known figure in financial circles, thorougbty 
conversant with every phase of banking, and his business ability has been an 
element in establishing strong financial institutions. He is also a director of the 
Lomniercial National Bank of W aterloo His principal interest is in the invest- 
ment and banking business and he al.s(j deals largely in real estate, buying^ and 
selling lands as well as bonds and other commercial pajK-T. lie organized and 
is the president of the Iowa Real Estate & Investment Company, which is 
capitalized for two hundred thousand dollars, all of which has been paid in cash. 
He is likewise Bnancially and officially connected w ith various other business 
enterprises of importance which have been factors in the upbuilding and busi- 
ness develnjMnent of the state. Me U the president of the Cass Farm Conipanv, 
which i.s the owner of live hundred acres of vahiaMe land in Bremer conntv and 
of many thousands of acres in Black J lawk and Orundy counties, i his com- 
])any is winning notable success in the development and conduct of its Bremer 
county farm, which is a model pFoperty. Thereon they handle nothing but 
blooded stock and upon the place have been produced some of the finest cattle 
and horses of the State. 

Mr. Cass was also instrimientnl in organizing the Western Electric Teicphoiic 
System and was president of the company when they put in the first toll telephone 
lines throuf^hout Iowa, Dakota, Nebraska, Wisconsin and other points in the 
middle west. He was also at one time president of the Kinioch Telephone Com- 
pany of. St. Louis and of Kansas City and few men have been more active in 
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instittiilu^ ami develo})ing the telephone system of the ct-iitral western states. 
\\ hell the Western Electric Telephone Company sold out to the Bell Telephone 
Company they had nearly six thousand miles of line in operation. Mr. Cass 
certainly deserves great credit for organizing the companyp of whidi he was the 
president and the principal stockholder. He is now prominently, closely and 
actively associated with the operation of interurban railways as the vice presi- 
dent of the \\'aterloo, Cedar I'alls Xorthoni K' ailrond. Ills biisine?? intercuts 
have (m the whole been of a character that liavc contrihutcd in large measure 
to public progress and prosperity as well as to individual success. 

In 1S87 Mr. Cass was united in marriage to Miss Florence B. Royal and 
they have one daughter, Hazel M., now the wife of J. C. Koeneke, of Waterloo, 
and a son, Ernest Cass, who was educated in the public schools, in the Shattuck 
Military School at Faribault, Minnesota, and is now in the office of the Water- 
loo, Ce<lar I'alls & Northern Railroad Company. 

Mr. ( ass has been a member of the Knights of Pythias for twenty-five years 
and he also has membership in the Commercial Club and Doard of Trade of 
Waterloo. In politics he is a prominent republican and has served as state 
chairman of the republican state central committee. He has likewise been a 
member of the board of trustees of the Upper Iowa University of Fayette. His 
interests and activities have thus covered a wide range, havii^ to do with the 
welfare of his state in many connections. Progress and patriotism might well 
be termed the keynotes of his character. 1 Ic is a man of well balanced mind, 
c\en temper and conservative habit and is rich in the possession of enterprise 
of the kind that leads to great accomplishments. 



JOHN W. ROBERTS. 

In the demise of John W. Roberts, which ocotirred at I. a Porte City on llie 
2d of June, i<;i i. I'dacU I l.iwk eonnt\" lo->t one of its esteemed citizens and repre- 
sentative ayneullurisls, iur he had resided within the borders of this county lor 
more than six decades and had won gratifying success as a farmer, owning a 
tract of two hundred acres in Sirring Creek township. His birth occurred in 
Indiana on the nth of August, 1843, his parents being E. O. and Irene Roberts, 
both of whom were natives of Wales. They emigrated to the United States in 
a very early day and located in Indiana, where they made their home until 1849, 
when they removed to Jonc^ county, Iowa. The followinj^ year, however, thev 
came to lllack Hawk county, settling in Sprint^ C reek township, where the father 
carried on agricuUural pur.suits during the remainder of hi.s life. He passed 
away January 27, 189*;, and his wife died January 17, 1899. They had lived in 
this county for almost a half century and had won an extensive circle of warm 
friends who sincerely mourned their loss. 

John W. Roberts, but a very young lad when brought to Black Hawk count) 
his parents, was reared and educated in Spring Creek township and remained 
on the home farm until twenty- four years of age. He then started out as an 
a^jriculturist on his own account, purchasing forty acres of land on sections <> 
attd 4. Spring Creek township, which he l)egan improving. Prosperity attended 
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Ills labors and as time passed he extended the boundaries of his farm by addi 
tkitial purchase until it embraced two hundred acres. He brought the place to 
a high state of cttltivatioo and ifiq>rovement and devoted his attention to Ihe 
active work of the fields until igoOp when he took up his abode in La Porte 

City, where he purchased an attractive residence and spent the remainder of his 
life in honorable retirement. His demise occurred on the 2d of June, 191 1, at 
the end of about eight years' illness. The farm of two hundred acres is still 
in possession of his widow, who also owns a residence in La Porte City which 

she leases. 

On the 30th of May, 1867, Mr. Roberts was united in marriage to Miss 
Anna M. Sroufe, who was bom in Ohio, July 26, 1850, her parents being Benoni 
and Mary Ann (Grandoll) Sroufe, natives of Ohio. In 1S53 they removed to 
Buchanan county, Iowa, where the father successfully carried on farming 
throughout the remainder of his active business career. He enjoyed retirement, 
however, for but three months, passing^ away in Brandon at the end of thai 
time — in 1902. For four decades he had survived his wife, who was called to 
her final rest in 1862. To Mr. and Mrs. Roberts were bom four children, as 
follows: Mrs. W. H. Abbott, of Los Angeles, C^ifomia; E. O., of Spring 
Creek township, this county; J. W., who is a resident of WaterUx>; and Mrs. 
Fannie Wells, living in Hitchcock. South Dakota. 

Afr. Roberts gave his political allegiance to the democracy and served as 
school director for several years, bcinfj ever a stalwart cliampion of the cause 
of echieation. His religious faith was that of the Methothst church and fra- 
ternally lie was identified with the liidci^ndent Order of Odd Fellows. Hb 
life was upright and honorable m every rdatim and his death came as a great 
bereavement to many friends as well as to his immediate family. Mrs. Roberts, 
still living in La Porte Gty, is also highly esteemed here, the circle of her friends 
being almost coextensive with the circle of her acquaintances. 



FR.VNK N. MEAD. M. D. 

Dr. Frank N. Mead has engaged in the practice of medicine at Cedar Falls 
since the fall of 1899 and in the intervening period of fifteen years has made 
continuous progress in his profession. He was bom in Shellrock, Butler county. 
Towa, October 6, 1868, and is a son of Levi and Adeline (West) Mead, the 
former a native of Saratoga .Springs. Xew >'ork. and the latter of Inthana. The 
father followed fanning as a life work and in 18(^7 came to Iowa, setllnig near 
Shell Rock. He became a landowner and for many years engaged in farmiiig 
but is now living retired, he and his wife making their home in Shell Rock. 
business record is a creditable and enviable one but not more so than his record 
as a soldier of the Civil war. Through four years and five months he was with 
the army as a member of Company B, Eighth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantn'. 
known as the "T-ive I'.af^le" Rcf^inieiit hecause of the fact that they had with tliem 
through much of the war a live eagle. Mr. Mead was never wounded nor con- 
fuied in a hospital through illness but was always at his post, never faltering in 
the performance of duty, whether upon the lonely incket line or in the midst of 
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the firing^ line. He was promoted from the rank of corporal to that of first 
lieutenant and lie returned to his home with a most creditable military record. 

Dr. Aicad was the oldest of the four children in his father s family. He 
attended ichcml in Butler county, Iowa, and also became a student in the State 
Noimal School at Cedar Falb. Determining upon the practice of medicine as 
a life work, he entered the medical department of the University of Iowa and 
afterward continued his studies in preparation for his profession in the Uni- 
versity' of Peinisylvania. He was graduated from the former with the class of 
1893 and from the latter as a member of the class of 1895 and was thus well 
equipped for imi>ortant responsibilities ami grave professional duties. Before 
pursuing his medical course, however, he took, up the profession of school- 
teaching in Butler comity, devoting a year to that work. Following his gradua- 
tion from the Pennsylvania Medical College he kxated for practice at Bristow, 
Butler county, Iowa, where he remained for several years. He then came to 
Cedar Falls in September, 1899, and has here followed his profession contin- 
uously since. Tie continues in general ]>racticc. to which he devotes his entire 
tinif, and he belongs to the city, county and slate medical associations. I^^ng 
experience and broad reading have greatly augmented his knowledge and 
ability, and at all times he has kept in touch with the onward trend of thought 
and scientific investigation in regard to medical practice. 

In December, 1898, Dr. Mead was married to Miss Daisy Seefried, who was 
bom in Vienna, .Austria, in which citj' they were married while Dr. Mead was 
attending the University of Vienna. To them have been bom three children, 
Joseph O,, Bertha L-ouise and Marion Ruth. 

Dr. Mead is prominent in Masonic circles, havinj^ advanced from the lodge 
through the various degrees of the York Rite until he is a Knight Templar in 
Baldwin Conunandery. He is also a member of the Mystic Shrine. He has 
passed through all of the diairs of the chapter and conunandery. Laudable 
ambition has actuated him in all of his professional activities and led to his going 
abroad for further study, so that he became familiar with the advanced methods 
of many eminent physicians and surgeons of the old world. His reading, how- 
ever, has not been confined alone to the science of medicine but has compassed 
a broad field, bringing him in touch with, many of the vital and significant prob- 
lems of the day. 



J: W. GALLOWAY. 

J. VV. Galloway needs no introduction to the readers of this volume, for as 
vice president of the William Galloway Company and of the Galloway Brothers 
Company he is prominently connected with the business interests not only ot 
Waterloo and Black Hawk cotmty, but of the state. Iowa has reason to be 
proud to number him among her native sons. His birth occurred in Tama 
county in 1876 and there he was reared and educated. His advantages were 
not ab<n c those which come to the average youth. 

Early in life Mr. Galloway engaged in farming and in fact is still heavily 
interested in agricultural pursuits, for in •connection with his brother he is the 



Digitized by Google 



268 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



owner ui Jour M:ciions of land in the Saskatchewan district in Canada, which 
they use in growing seed for their bu:»iness at this point. Three years ago the 
company was incorporated as the Galloway Brothers- Bowman Company, but at 
the present tune it is the Galloway Brothers Company. The capital stock is live 
hundred Uiousand dollars. The company deals in all kinds ot farm and field 
seeds, flowers and shnil)1>cry and, as indicated, their farm and heltl <ee<Is arc 
cultivated upon their Saskatchewan property, while their Power seeds arc all 
iinixirtid. The business has reached large and gratifying proportions and thei"- 
shipments cover a very wide territory, being »ent to all parts of the couiitr>. 
Of this company J. W. Galloway is the vice president and active in the manage- 
ment of the business. He is also the vice president of the William Galloway Com- 
pany, manufacturers of farm machinery and implements, in which connection 
they control one of the most extensive and important industrial concerns of the 
state. Their business in the seed line is a tnail order business and the\ also 
take contracts for landscape gardening, doing considerable work of that char- 
acter throughout the country. 

In 1904 Mr. Galloway was united in marriage to Miss Lula Jones, of Scaion, 
Illinois, and they have become parents of three children, James Harold. Margaret 
Virginia and Roger Maine. Mr. Galloway is a member of the United Presln- 
terian church, also of the C ommercial Gub and lioard of Trade— inicrcst> and 
activities which indicate the rules which govern his conduct and |Hnnt out his 
line of activity for the benefit of the community, lie is a most encrj^ctu tnan, 
resolute, forceful an<l re^fnirceful He is well balanced, physically ami tucaialiy. 
|)osse.sse» sulticieni courage to venture where favoring opportunity is presented, 
and his judgment and even paced energy have carried him forward to the goal 
of success. 



CHARLES S. BiCKLEY. 

Charles S. Bickley is a real-estate and insurance broker numbered among 
the active business men of Waterloo, of which aty he is a native son. He was 
bom S^ember 26, 1878, his parents being G. G. and Eliza J. (Blough) Bickley, 
of, whom mention is made elsewhere in this volume in connection with the sketch 

of their son, Dr. G. G. Bickley. 

Charles S. Bickley spent the days of his Ixjyhood and youth under the parental 
root and at the usual a^e hejjan his education as a public-school siutient. When 
he had completed tlie hi}^h-;,vlu>ol cuurse in Waterloo he enlered the Waterloo 
Business College and after putting his text-books aside he was for a number of 
years identified with his father in the telephone business, being thus connected 
until the father disposed of his interests along that line. Charles S. Bickley then 
remained with the father's successors, the Iowa Telephone Comp:iny, in the 
capacity of city foreman and in other connections for two years and later he 
identified himself with fames Gardner in the real-estate business They were 
associated for two an<l a half years and >ut)se(iuently ^fr. Bickley entere<l into 
business with Louis Miller, which relation was maintained for three years. On 
the I St of May, 19 14, he established an independent business with offices in the 
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I'.icklcv building, which is a part of his father's estate. He is now devoting his 
atttiition to real-estate and insurance hrokeraj^e and ha?? handled much valuable 
[jroperty. He is thoroughly versed concerning really values and he knows every 
phase of the business and has manifested keen sagacity in managing and directing 
the affairs tinder his control. 

In 1903 Mr. Bidcky was united in marriage to Miss Helen D. Hull, of Chi- 
cago. Mr. Bickley exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and 
measures of the republican party and has always been loyal to thiU oiganization. 
believing that its principle'^ contain the best elements of good pjovcrnment. He 
l)elongp to tlie i'own Criers Club, an orf^'anizatioii formed to further the interests, 
promote the upbuilding and extentl the business relations of his city, lie is ever 
loyal to VN'aterloo and aids in many movements which are directly beneficial to 
the municipality. His entire life having been passed in this city, he is well 
known and the sterling traits of his character have gained for him the hi^ 
esteem of those with whom he has been brought in contact throt^h both business 
and social relations. 



PETERSEN BROTHERS. 

The firm of Petersen Brothers is composed of A. T. and A. H. Petersen, 

conducting a successful business as funeral directors and embalmers. The senior 
partner of the firm. A. T. Petersen, was born at Durant, Iowa, October 15, 1883. 
a son of J. W. and Henrietta ( l-'riedrich i Petersen, the former a native of 
liamburg, Germany, and the latter of Davenport, Iowa. The mother, however, 
cime of German parentage. J. \V. Petersen arrived in the United States in 
1B53 and first settled at Durant, Iowa. It was on the loth of December, 1876. 
in Davenport, that he wedded Miss Friedrich, although she was a resident of 
Durant at the time. Mr. Petersen was one of the pioneer funeral directors of 
the latter city and engaged in the business when each undertaker made the 
coffins which he sold. He has been in the business in Durant for more thau 
thirty-hve years and is a well known and highly respected citizen there. 

.\. T. Petersen was educated in the schools of his native city and after com- 
pleting the high-school course attended Brown s Business College of Davenport, 
from which he was graduated in both the bookkeeping and stenographic dqiart- 
ments as a member of the class of 1907. A. H. Petersen, who was bom Septem- 
ber 13. 1886, also attended the public and high schools of Durant. The brothers 
worked under their father's direction from an early age and thereby laid the 
foundation for their later success in their chosen field of labor They entered 
the Hohenschuh-Carpenier College of Embalming at Des Moines, A. H. i'eicrsen 
being graduated on the 28th of July, 1909, while A. T. Petersen completed his 
course in that institution in July, i<jn. The previous year the brothers Imd 
come to Waterloo and established themselves in business in commodious quar- 
ters, their rooms indudii^ a chapel and a private moigue, together with thor- 
oughly modem show rooms supplied with glass wall cases. Theirs is the only 
firm in Waterloo with the glass wall show cases. The firm also owns a private 
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motor ambulance, which they operate in coonection with tfie business. This is 
thoroughly up-to-date, having all of the latest improvements. 

On the 6th of June, 1910, A. T. Petersen was married to Miss Edna C. 
Goettsch, of IXirant. On the 15th of the same month A. H. Petersen wedded 

Miss Hilda S. nocttscli. a sister of his brother's wife. They al! li\'c in one resi- 
dence as one family at \o. 61 t W est Fifth street and own their own home 
The brothers are members of Waterloo Lodge, No. 105. A. F. & A. M.; Taber- 
nacle Chapter, Xo. 52, R. A. M.; Crescent Council, No. 16, R. & S. M.; and 
Ascalon Commandery, No. 25, K. T. ; while A. T. Petersen has taken the work 
of the Mystic Shrine and is a member of El Kahir Temple, of Cedar Rapids. 
He and his wife are also members of Waterloo Chapter. No. 128, O. E. S., and 
he is likewise a member of Helmet I tulsje, No. 89. K. P.; the Tril>e of Hen 
Hur; and Waterloo I.o(lj:;c, No. 328, L. ( ). O. M.. of which he is the secretary. 
His brother is a member of the Modern Woodmen camp ami both brother^ hold 
membership in the Mpiscopai church, while .\. T. i'etersen is likewise a uieml)€r 
of the Young Men's Christian Association. Both are men of sterling qualities 
and upright character as welt and business ability has been a factor in estab- 
lishing them in the high r^rd in which they are uniformly held. Sin<% coming 
to Waterloo they have built up an enviable and lucrative tMisiness and their suc- 
cess is well merited by reason of their honorable methods and enterprise. 



S. F. CASS. 

No history of Black Hawk county would be complete were there failure to 
make pr<miinent and extended reference to S. F. Cass, whose efforts along 
various lines contributed to the uj)1)uilding, development and improvement <if 
this section of the state. Moreover, through his w-ell directed business career he 
won the proud American title of a self-made man and his life history should 
serve as a source of encouragement and inspiration to others, showing what 
may be accomplished when determination and energ>- point out the way and 
when industry goes hand in hand with integrity. Mr. Cass was bom in Presoott 
county, Canada, June 31, 1839, and in i860 acccnnpanied his i)arents to Wis- 
consin. There, a year later, he was united in marriage to Miss Martha Wilcox, 
a native of New York, and to them were bom six children, of whom three sons. 
J. F., L. and C. D. Cass, are now living and are numbered among the prom- 
inent, influential and successful business men of eastern Iowa. 

About 1864 S. F. Cass left Wisconsin for Ogdensburg, New York, where he 
pursued a course, of study in the Biyant & Stratton Business Coll^, haviiig 
realized tiie need and worth of such a training as a preparation for ^e business 
world. Following his graduation he taught in that school for one term but in 
1S65 «:everc(l his connection with the colleiije ami returned to his old home in 
Wisconsin for a visit. .Soon afterward he came to Iowa and took u|) his ahixlc 
in Sumner township, Bremer county, where he purchased five acres of land 
Subsequently he established a store which constituted the nucleus of a little 
town that grew up around it and was called Cassville. It had gained considerable 
importance in 1875, when it was decided to move Cassville to Sumner in the 
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hope that the railroad would be built tbrough the latter place. The winter ot 
1875-6, therefore, saw Cassville on runners. Mr. Cass moved seven buildings, 
one of whidi was drawn by a team of foity horses, with a yoke of oxen at- 
tached to the rear to hold back going down hill. So closely interwoven with the 
history of Sumner is the life record of Mr. Cass that it is impossible to mention 
one without including the other. He did most important work in upbuilding 
and promoting the interests of that town and its development is attributable in 
no small measure to bis efforts. For a number of years he spent a part of his 
time in Oregon, where he had large interests. 

On the 1st of January, 1881, Mr. Cass established the Bank of Sumner, of 
which he remained the president up to the time of his death. He was also presi- 
dent of the First National Bank of Grants Pass, Ongoa, and was an able busi- 
ness man, carrying forward to successful completion whatever he undertook. 
He recognized and utilized opportunities that others passed heedlessly by and 
as the years went on he won the reward of his labors. He was indeed a self- 
made man who by diligence and honesty gained advancement, and although he 
started out as a poor boy, empty-handed, having no special advantages to assist 
him at tiie banning- of his biianess career, he was at tiie time of his deatii 
president of two banks and held extensive real-estate interests in Brenner and 
adjoining counties and also in Wisconsin and Otegtm. 

The attainment of success, however, was not the sole aim and purpose of 
his life, for he was a ^enerou«; and public-spirited man and his name could 
always be found on any subscription list to assist the needy or promote any 
charitable enterprise. When there was a plan or project advanced for the up- 
building of town or county he gave to it his earnest and generous support and 
it would be impossible to estimate the measure of his work and influence in that 
directtcMi. He judged men by their individual merit and not by wealth or posi- 
tion. He always spoke as cordially and kindly to the man clad in overalls and 
blue jacket as he did to the one In broadcloth and fine linen. He was always 
generous toward his employes and it was no unusual thing for him, as the day 
drew to a close, to say at 5:30: "Well, boys, you have done well today. Pick 
up your tools and we will call it a day." The salient traits of his cliaracter were 
sudi as endeared him to all and he was loved and honored wherever known and 
most of all where he was best known. . 



HARRY B. BAHR. 

Harry B. Bahr is engaged in the real-estate and investment business at 
Waterloo, with offices in ttie Marsh-Place building. Thoroughness and energy 
characterin; his work in all connections and have been the means of bringing to 
him substantial success in this field of business. He was bom at La Porte Qty, 
in Black Hawk county, November 22, 1888, a son of Levi and Amelia Bahr, 
Iwth of whom were natives of Pennsylvania. The mother died during the in- 
tanc)' of her son Harry. The father, who early learned the carpenter s trade, 
l>ecdnie a contractor and on his removal to the middle west prior to the Civil 
settled in Wisconsin. Soon after the close of hostilities between the north 
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and tile suuili he came to Black liawk county, casting in his lot with its pioneer 
settlers. He then b^an fantiiiig near La Porte Ci^ and devoted a few yev> 
to the work of tilling the soil but at the end of that time again turned his atten- 
tion to the carpcnter^s trade, which he followed until his retirement from active 
business life. He now hves in La Porte City at the advanced age of seventy- 
eight years anti throu^^liout the entire period of his residence in this county he 
lias ever enjoyed the confi'icTHe. good-will anci esteem of his fellow townsnun 
I lis lamily numbcrctl six children: Samuel; William; Charles; Franklin; Ida, 
the wife of W. A. Lawrence; and Harry B., of this review. 

The last named acquired his education in La Porte City, Iowa, under the 
direction of Mr. Lizer, mention of whom is made elsewhere in this volume. 
He attended the high school at Parkersburg and afterward was a student in the 
Cedar Rapids Business College and the Waterloo Business College. He was 
graduated from the Collcj^je of Commerce durinp^ the first year of its existence 
in \\ aterioo. l ie was afterward employed in the Citizens Savings Bank and in 
the Waterloo l-oan Trust Bank, where he was the secretary ot the president 
of the bank, Mr. Jamison, for one year. In 1910, in company with C. M. Allen, 
he turned his attention to the realnestate business but two years later dissolved 
that partnership and continued alone as a real^estate dealer, since which time he 
has maintained his oflices in the Marsh-Place building. He makes a spedahy 
nf investments in timber lands and colonization tracts, handling property in the 
northern, southern and western states !Ic owns considerable property in dii- 
ferent sections of the country and a good residence property in Waterloo. His 
investments are judiciously made, for he has thoroughly informed himself con- 
cerning realty values in the different districts in which he operates. 

In 191 2 Mr. Bahr was united in marriage to Miss Eva Christopher, who was 
horn at Parkersbnri,'. Butler county, a daughter of L. P. Christopher, whose wife 
died when their daughter. Mrs. Bahr, was but a young child Mr and Mrs. 
P»ahr hold membership in the Presbyterian church. He gives his ix)litical alle- 
giance to the rqnihlican party and frnternally he is connected with the Kni^hb 
of Pythias. He has attractive bocial qualities and many sterling characteristics 
which have won for him warm friendship among those with whom business or 
social relations have brought him in contact. 



HON. CHARLES EDGAR PICKETT. 

Hon. Charles l'-<lgar i'ickett of Waterloo is a well known figure in Iowa. 
Prominent among the members of the bar of the state, an orator of national 
reputation, well known in business circles and fraternal organizations and coat- 
ing from a strong family, Mr. Pickett ranks among the distinguished sons of 
Black Hawk county. He was horn in Bonaparte, \'an Buren county, Iowa, 
January 14. 1866. a son of Kdn^ar (\ and Hlovina K. ( Ballard) Pickett, the 
former a native of Kentucky and the Later of Indiatia. They came to Iowa 
in I'-^'Vv scttlmg in \ an Buren county, and in 1872 removctl to Black Hawk 
couiuy, wlicre their remaining days were passed. Edgar C. Pickett responded 
to the country's call for aid in t86i and became captain of Company A, Fiftiedt 



^ kjui^cd by Googl 




Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



275 



Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and later captain of Company C, Eighth Iowa Volun- 
teer Cavalry, both of whidi companies he organized. In 1863 he was wounded, 
returned home and later organized a cavalry company, of which he was captain 
tmtil the close of the war. 

Charles Edf^ar Pickett was graduated from the high school at Waterloo 
with the class of 1884. His literary education was acquired at iowa City, where 
he was graduated in i8<SS in liberal arts and from the law department of the 
sLaLc university in 1890. lie then located in Waterloo for the practice of law 
and here has remained continuously to the presoit time, ranking among the 
foremost members of the bar. He has also been prominently identified for 
many years with the business interests of the city and is connected with many 
of its leading institutions, among which is the Leavitt & Johnson National Bank, 
of which he is vice president, and the Farmers Loan & Trust Company, of 
which he is a director. Being active in promoting the progress of the city, he 
has served as a director of the Chamber of Commerce since its organization. 

In politics Mr. Pickett has been a lifelong republican, having a place in the 
party's counsels by inheritance, as Captain Pickett did much to shape the early 
policies of rq)ublican Iowa. In 1899 Mr. Pickett was chosen temporary chair- 
man of the r^ublican state convention and the papers of Iowa at once accorded 
him a place among the state's great orators. In the years following he cam- 
I>aigncd in many of the northern states and in 1908 was elected to congress from 
the thin! Towa district. He served for four years in the national house of 
representatives, early taking his place among the forceful men of that body 
and soon establishing a reputation as a resourceful debaten He was the author 
of the national conservation bill and was connected with other important con- 
structive legislation. Among the speeches whidi he made that attracted wide- 
spread interest were those on the Lincoln Memorial, Conservation Bilb, Cana- 
Hiau Reciprocity and Recall of Judfjcs. As indicated he is today an orator of 
luition-wide reputation and he has on various occasions delivered addresses in 
many of the leading cities of the United States. He addressed the Grant Club 
of Dcs Moines on the 27th of April, 1903; the Gridley Club of Ionia, Michigan, 
on the 29th of January, 19 10; the Lincoln Qub of Brooklyn on the 12th of 
February, 1912 ; the Union League Club of Baftimore on the 12th of February, 
1913; and was the speaker on the occasion of the Grant Anniversary at Galena, 
Illinois. April 27, 1914. He has delivered memorial addresses in Duluth, St. 
Haul. Dallas. Texas. Indianapolis. Cincinnati, Louisville, Baltimore, Washing- 
ton. I). C, and many other cities. 

In educational matters in Iowa Mr. i'ickett has taken a keen interest, having 
scrvol for thirteen years as regent of the state university. In frateniai organ- 
i^tions he has been active, holdii^ the position of grand chancellor of the 
Knights of Pythias of Iowa in 1894-5 and grand exalted ruler of the Benevo- 
lent Protective Order of Elks in 1901-2. 

Mr. Pickett was married June 17. 1902, in Louisville, Kentucky, to Miss 
India Parmlcy Rynn. a daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J. R. Ryan. Their children 
are India. Fdgar I'.allard and Charles Joseph. Mr. Pickett attends the Con- 
gregational church and his inlluence is always on ilie side of progress, advance- 
QMRt and improvement. The public has been either a direct or indirect bene-* 
fictary of his efforts throughout the period of his manhood. He has done much 
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m plantKd:^ for his city's development and progress along business lines and in 
the improvMnent of civic conditions. He now devotes his attention largdy to 
his law practice in Waterloo, where his ability has brought him to a foranost 
rank among Iowa's able members of the bar. 



CHARLES M. DU MOND. 

Charles M. Du M<md ts the president and manager of the Du Mond Manu- 
facturing Company of Cedar Falls, one of the important industrial firms of 

Black Hawk county, mnnufacturinj^ a vanium washinfr machine of his own 
invention. His birth occurred on a farm in this county, his parents bcint: 
Eugene aiul Mafjpie E. (Burke) Dn Mond. the former a native of Ohio and 
the latter uf Indiana. Joel I5uikc, the niaiernal grandfather, came to this stale 
from Indiana in 1868, locating on a farm at Finchford, Black Hawk county. 
He has remained a resident of this county throughout the intervening fortyo»x 
years and now makes his home in Waterloo. Eugene Du Mond was brought to 
Iowa by his parents in iS'm. when but four years of age. His father, Andrew 
J. Du Mond, first located in ( Ltrinda, Page county, and at the end of about two 
years came to Rlnck Hawk county. Some time later, however, hi purchased a 
farm just across the hne in Butler county and on this property he spent the 
remainder of his life. In early life Eugene Du Mond was identified with farm- 
ing and with land speculation, but in subsequent years he was employed as a 
commercial salesman, representing the Rex Stock Food Company of Omaha, 
Nebraska. He is now a valued representative of the Du Mond Manufacturing 
Company. 

Charles M. Du M(jnd acquired his early education in tbc district school and 
subsequently pursued a course of study in the Waterloo lUisiness College. He 
then secured a position as commercial salesman for the Parsons music house of 
Waterloo and engaged in selling pianos for about two years, on the expiration 
of which period he entered the service of the Wagner Manufacturing Company 
of Cedar Falls, manufacturers of hardware specialties. This firm he represented 
on the road for about one year, subsequently becoming identified \vith his father 
in the land business. In 1909 he entered his ])resent field of activity as an employe 
of the r.arlow tS: Secli.s: Mannfacturing Company, manufacturers of washing 
machines at l\i|H)ii. W isconsin. He represented tlii> concern on the road for 
aljoul lour years and during that period thoroughly lamiliariited himself with 
the workings of the washing madiine and invented the machine whidi he now 
manufactures. On the ist of May, 1913, he oiganized the Du Mond Manu- 
facturing Cmnpany, of which he was made president and manager and which 
was incorporated under the laws of Iowa with a capital stock of twenty thott* 
sand dollars. Remarkable success has attended the enterprise from its inception 
and the company is now shippin^^ its product into some twenty different state? 
Mr. Du Mond and his associates secured as a factory the old Monarch self- 
feeder plant, a three-story, commodious stone structure. They manufacture 
hand-power, gas-power and electric-power machines, and theirs are among the 
most modem and efficient machines now on the market. Mr. Du Mond recently 
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closed a contract with an Omaha house for a carload of mn bines and expects 
to ship the firm a carload each month, the machine having been desired hy him 
for their especial irade. it will thus be seen thai the business is constantly 
expanding under bis able direction, and his record is indeed wortby of com- 
mendation, for success has come to bim as the reward of hts own efforts, perse- 
verance and ability. 

In 1906 Nfr. Du Mond was united in marriage to Miss Bertha McBride, of 
Shell Rfxk. Butler county. Iowa, by whom he has two children. Ray and Rvelyn. 
He belongs to the t x'dar Falls Commercial Club and is also a member of the Chris- 
tian church, which his wife attends, though the latter adheres to the Methodist 
belief. They are highly esteemed throughout the community and the hospitality 
of the best homes is cordially extended them. 



HENRY JOHNSON. 

As president of the Johnson & Wyth Company of Cedar Falls, Iowa, who 
conduct a Huge hardware, plumbing and heating business, Henry Johnson is an 
important factor in commercial circles of that city. He was bom in Denmark 
in 1837 and in 1862 emigrated to .America, settling in Chicago. In 1863 he en- 
listed in the Seventy-fifth Rcpinunt of Illinois Volunteer Infatitry for service 
in the ( war and remained wiiii the refj^iment until the conclusion of peace, 
being nlu.^tcrcd out at SprtnglTcUl. Illinois, in 1865. He returned to Chicago, 
where he entered the grocery business, in which connection he remained until 
1X70. lie then sold out his interests there and came to Cedar i alls, establishing' 
:i grocery store on Main street which he conducted for a year. After selling 
that store he located upon his two hundred and twenty>acre farm four and one- 
half miles from Cedar Falls and for seven years concentrated bis energies upon 
farm work. He then rented his land and came again to Cedar Falls, establishing 
a drug and grocery business which he condn -fo ! for eighteen years. At the end 
<»f that time he enf;;aged in tiie liardware, piunibing and hcatinj^ business and 
has since remained active in that line. He is the executive head of the Johnson 
Si VV'yth Company and much of the success of that concern has been due to his 
knowledge of business conditions, his foresight and financial acumen. The 
business of the company has grown steadily and promises to continue to do so 
:is the goods carried arc of the highest qualil) . while the prices are reasonable. 
Mr. Johnson is a director of the First National Bank of Cedar Falls and owns 
*tock in a number of manufacturinp; concerns of this city. He also owns con- 
siderable residence property in Cedar Falls from which he derives a gratifying 
addition to his annual income. 

Mr. Johnson was married in Chicago, in 1868, to Miss Louisa Frandsen, a 
native of Denmark. Of the children bom to theni three died in infancy, the 
others bemg as follows: Harry, cashier of the First National Bank of Cedar 
Falls; I-ouis, who is a partner in and treasurer of the Johnson & Wyth Com- 
l^any ; \ettie, a graduate of the Cedar Falls liicr^ school, who is bookkeeper and 
^tcnoj^raphcr for that company; Josie. the wife of W. A. Waterman, a resident 
01 Hockford, Illinois; and Eva, who died when nineteen years of age. 
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Mr. Johnson is iiid(.i)tndejU in his political views and was for thirteen years 
a member of the school board. I lis family belong to the Prolesunt Episcopal 
church and are helpful in its work. lie is a Knights Templar Masou and also 
belongs to the Ancient Order of United Workmen and the Danish Brotherhood 
of America. He has never rcigretted coming to this country as he has risen to 
a position of prominence through utilizing the opportunities that he found here. 
Ik is ihoruiighly American in spirit and is one of the valued citizens of his 
adopted city. 



W. O. FOSTER. 

W. O. Foster, conducting business as a member of the Producers Milk Com- 
pany, with offices at No 1 19 East Eighth street m Waterloo, was bom in Aigona, 
Iowa, in i886, a son of james A. Foster, now a ivtircd merchant of Durt, Iowa. 
The son acquired a ])ul)lic-school education in Kossuth county, Iowa, passing 
through consecutive grades until he oceanic a high-school pupil. At the age of 
twenty^three years he started out in die business world on his own account, 
opening a cleanings and dyeing establislunent, which he conducted for two years 
He was afterward connectod with a business similar to that in which he is now 
engaged and ultimately he formed a partnership with his brother, Victor B., 
and organized the Producers Milk Company, which is now enj^faiaied in furnishinsj 
milk for the wholesale :uid retail trades. The company was organized in April. 
1914, and its capacity has been steadily increased until they now liave one of 
the most extensive enterprises of the kind in Waterloo. Their plant is equipped 
widi the most up-to-date madiinery and their process is the latest method of 
pasteurizing milk. Theirs is the most sanitary plant of the kind in Waterkio 
and the milk which they handle is all bottled* keeping it free from dust and 
other contaminating influences. The brothers conducted the business alone 
until October 2\, 1914, when thev merged their interests with those of the W. S. 
Bishop dairy and Mr. Tlishop is now vice ])residcnt of the company with \\ . O. 
i oster as president, treasurer and manager, and \ ictor B. Foster as secretary. 

In his political views W. O. Foster is a republican and keeps well informed 
on the questions and issues of the day and is ever ready to support his position 
by intelligent argument. He is a Iiiason^ holding membership in the lodge, to 
the teachings of which he is loyal, recognising the value of its beneficent puqioses. 



J. B. HIGHLAND. 

The industrial activity of Waterloo finds a well known and worthy repre- 
sentative in J. B. Highland, who is superintendent of the Waterloo Gasoline 
Engine Company and as such is active in directing one of the important indus- 
trial enterprises of the city. Tie has made for himself a creditable name and 
place durint,' the twelve years of his residence in W aterloo. He is an lowan by 
birth, training and preference, tor he was born in .Marion county in 1881 and 
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remained there thrmifr^i the period of his hoyhood and ynuth, acqnirinp; his edu- 
cation in the puhlio schools. On attainiiii,' inan"s estate he left his native county 
and made his way to \\ atcrloo, where he entered the employ of the old Hackctt 
& IXiily Creamery Supply Company, remaining with them and their successors, 
the Iowa Dairy Separator Company, for six years. Subsequently he was with 
the Peerless Cream Separator Company for two years. He was also for two 
years again with the Iowa Dairy Separator Company and in May, 1910, he 
entered the service of the Waterloo Cinsoline Engine Company, of which he was 
made shop foreman, continninj:^ in that capacity until September. T912, when he 
wns advanced to the position ot superintendent of the ])lant. m whicli connec- 
tion he is now giving liis uttenlion to the management of the plant and those 
who work therein. His practical experience and broad knowledge well (jualify 
him to carry on the work which is intrusted to him. 

In 1904 Mr. Highland married Miss Rosa L. Albert, of Waterloo, and they 
have become the parents of three children, Wilson, Paul and Lillian. Mrs. 
Highland is a granddaughter of Tacol) W. T.ecpcr. who was one of the ]>ioneer 
settler-: of Hinck Hawk county, arriving here aliout 1850. Mr. Highland i*; a 
meinljer of tlie Walnut Street Baptist church and liis has been a well spent, 
active and u>eful life, bringing to him a measure of success that is gratifying 
for one of his years. 



F. A. CARSON. 

F. A. Car&on is superiulcndent ot the rrudcntial Insurance Company for 
Waterloo and this district and has his offices in the First National Bank building. 
He is a native of Hamilton county, Indiana, and a son of D. A. Carson, well 
known as one of the oldtime contractors and house builders of Noblesville, 
Indiana, where he has conducted business for thirty years. His wife is also 
living. In their family were two children, the daughter, Anna, being now the 
wife nf George Gihhlc, who resides on a farm near Noblesville, Indiana. No 
deaths have occurred in the family since F. A. Carson was bom, 

rhe last named is indebted to the public-school system 01 his native state for 
the educational privileges whidi he enjoyed. In early life he learned the car- 
penter's trade with his father, who was a skilled workman and carefully and 
wisely directed the labors of the son. During tfie winter months when building 
operations were susi>ended he worked as a clerk in the stores and thus continued 
until .\pril, 1902. when he became agent for the Prudential Insurance Company 
at Noblesville, Indiana. He had control of a municipal townshij) surrounding 
the city and after eighteen month*? he was promoted to the position of assistant 
superintendent. In 1909 he was cho.sen as superintendent of the Waterloo dis- 
trict, which includes the northern and eastern sections of Iowa. He opened up 
this territory for the company, being its first representative in this part of the 
state, and here he has since continued. He has one of the three district offices 
in the state. The average business deposits of this office are about thirteen 
thousand dollar? per month, or about one himdred and fifty-six tliousand dollars 
aonuallj. Mr. Carson has been located in Waterloo for six years and under his 
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supervision this district has become one of the leading districts in proportional 
.results in the United States and Canada. Mr. Carson devotes his undivided 
attention to the interests of the Prudential Insurance Company, which handles 
only life insurance. 

In 1890 occurred the marriage of Mr. Carson and Miss Armitda E. Harrison, 
a daughter of Nelson Harrison, of Noblesvilte, Indiana, who is a retired farmer. 
In his family were five daughters and two sons, all of whom are yet living. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carson have become the piircnts of two children; Myrlca \ . 
born in 1908; and Wilbur A., in December, Jyoy. The family adhcrea to the 
faith of the United rresbyterian church and Mr. Carson holds membership with 
die Kn^ts of Pythias of Waterloo and the Red Men and Haymakers of 
Noblesville, Indiana. He has made steady progress since starting out in tlie 
business world on His own account^ his ability, energy and determination having 
led him into important relations. 



PETER W. KNIPP. 

Peter W. Knipp, a representative and successful agriculturist of Cedar town- 
ship, owns one hundred and eighty-two acres of land on section 34 in associa- 
tion with his father, the property being known as the Miller Creek Stock Farni. 
His birth occurred in Ncunkirchcn, Cicrmany, on the 9th of September. 1872, 
his parents bein^ William and Anna M. 1 .Schniitz ) Kuipi), who are also natives 
of that place. I he father, who followed farming in Liermany. brought his 
family to the United States and in 1881 located in Peru, Illinois. A short time 
later he came to Black Hawk county, Iowa, cultivating rented land in Cedar 
township for one year, on the expiration of which period he purchased a house 
and lot in Washburn and there ntade his home until 1889. In that year the family 
rei'ioved icj Arkansas but after a brief period went to Troy drove. TUinois, and 
rctnained in that state for a time. Subsequently they returned to vVashhurn, 
Iowa, where William Knipp erected a residence and worked on the section tor 
the old Burlington, (. cdar I\apid> *.v Xorthern Railroad, now bclotiging to the Rock 
Island Railway Company. At the end of fifteen years he severed his connectioii 
with the corporation and rented a farm in Poyner township. Black Hawk county, 
operating the place for four years. On the expiration of that period, in asso- 
ciation with his son Peter, he purchased their present farm of one hundred and 
eighty-two acres on section 34. Tcdar township, which they im[)roved and in 
the operation of which lluy have been busily en^asjed to the present time. Wil- 
liam Knipp is now .Ncvcnly-lhree years of age. while his wife has reached the 
age of seventy-one. and both are well known and highly esteemed throughout 
the community as people of genuine personal worth and upright, honorable lives. 

Peter W. Knipp was a lad of eight years when he acconqwnied his parents 
on their emigration to the new world and his education, begun in the schools of 
Germany, was cotuimied in this county. Subsequently he worked with his 
father on tlie railroad for fnc year*, and the ititcrcsts of father and <or^ hnve 
alwavs iMien identical. IV-ler W . Knip]) purchased lii^ present farm in (.unucc- 
tion with his father, though the property is in his own name. It has been kno«n 
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as the Barnes Lake Poultry l arm but is now styled the Miller Creek Stock 
I'arm. Mr. Knipp makes a specialty of thoronphbred Guernsey cattle, Duroc 
Jersey hogs and Rhode Island Red chickens and m his undertakings as an agri- 
cttknrist has won a most gratifying and well merited measure of prosperity. 
He has taken particular interest in the growing of alfalfa. He is a stockholder 
in the Gilbertville Dairy Association, operating a creamery at Gtlbertvtlle, and 
was one of its directors several years. 

On the 22d of May, 1900, Mr. Knipp was united in marriage to Mi.ss Cather- 
ine Amfahr, a daughter of William and Anna ( Renter ) Amfahr, the former a 
native of Illinois and the latter of Germany. William Amfahr took up his abode 
among the pioneer settlers of Eagle township, Black Haw»k county, Iowa, and 
there carri^ on fanning continuously and successfully until the time of his 
retirement in September, 1913. He is now living retired in Jesttp» Iowa, at the 
age of fifty-seven years, but his wife passed away December 2, 1910. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Knipp have been bom five children, namely: William; Annie; Rq;ina 
and Christina, twins ; and Lawrence. 

In his political views Mr. Knipp is a stanch democrat and at the present 
time holds the oflice of justice of the peace in Cedar township, having made a 
most commendable record in that capacity during the past four years. He has 
also served as school director, and the cause of education finds in him a stalwart 
champion. He belongs to the Catholic Order of Foresters and is a devout com- 
municant of the Catholic church. Mr. Knipp has been carried forward into 
important relations with agricultural interests of his locality, and his personal 
characteristics have gained him the lasting regard of those with whom he has 
come in contact. 



CLAUDE O. FIKE. 

C laude O. Fikc is enj^aj^ed in the pfcncral real-estate hu.siness, handling city 
]>roperty in Waterloo and farm lands in various sections of this country and in 
Canada. He has secured a g[ood clientage and the substantial and continued 
growth of his busmess is indicative of the enterprising methods which he fol- 
lows. He was bom in Black Hawk ccMinty, near Waterloo, June 30, 1890, a son 
of Emanuel and Ella (Hill) Fike, who are also natives of this county and repre- 
sentatives of early pioneer families. The father made farming his life work 
and continued to engage actively in that pursuit until 1913, when he removed to 
Waterloo '.v!u.'re he is now living practically retired, enjoyinfr in well earned 
rest th' fiuils of his former toil. To him and his wife were l)orn live children 
but they lost their eldest in infancy. The ulhers arc; Nira, the wife of George 
Kenedict, a farmer residing south of Waterloo; Claude O., of this review; Ethel, 
the wife of Clarence Benedict, who is engaged in the vulcanizing business in 
Waterloo; and Gladys, at home. 

Reared upon the old homestead farm, Claude O. Fike divided his time be- 
tween the work of the fields and attendance at the country schools. He con- 
tinued tn assist his father until nineteen years of age, after which he spent a 
year in travel in the western states. At the age of twenty-one he began farming 
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on his own account in Clack Hawk county nnd dcvntcd the succtctlini; two \car> 
to that pursuit, at the eiu! of which time he hecamc a member of the firm ot 
Marshall & Fike, now engaged in the general real-estate business in Waterloa 
They handle their own property and also real estate belongii^ to others and 
operate in Iowa and other western states and in Canada. They sdl ho/ih farm 
lands and city property and have negotiated a number of important realty trans- 
fers in Waterloo. Mr. Fike has made a close study of the business and is well 
acquainted with llic property upon the market ITc lias been able to assist many 
clients in making judicious investments and profitable sales aiul his owti success 
has accrued therefrom. 

On the 1st of Jaiuuu} . 191 1, Mr Fike was united in marriage to Miss Eliza- 
beth Marshall, a native of Waterloo and a daughter of George and Effie (Mc- 
Dowell) Marshall, both of whom were born in Waterloo, in which city the 
father engaged for many years in the grocery business. He also spent a num- 
ber of years as a traveling «?a1esin:in and in early life he devoted his attention to 
farming. In i<)i2 he turned his attention to the real-cilate Inisiness and in 
1913 was joined by Mr. Fike in the present partnership, under the linn style of 
Marshall & Fike. To Mr. and Mrs. Fike has been bom a daughter, Ciinore 
Denile, whose birth occurred January ao, 1912. The parents are welt known 
in Waterloo, having practically spent their entire lives in Black Hawk county, 
and tiie hospitality of many of the l>est homes of the city is freely accorded 
them. ^Ir. Fike j:^i\es his political allegiance to the repiihlican party but the 
honors and einoluments of office hav.' had no attraction tor him. n< he has 
always preterred to concentrate his eiurtjfies upon his business affairs, and wliat 
he has undertaken has brought to him a substantial measure ot success. 



W. H. BURK. 

W. H. I'urk is the auditor and treasurer of the Waterloo. Cedar Falls & 
Northern Railroad. He came to this city in January, 1910, to enter upon his 
present connection and his service has been highly satisfactory to those whom 
he represents. He was bom in St. P^ul, Minnesota, in November, 1873, and 
was educated in the schools there. 

Mr. Burk entered the employ of the St. Paul & Didnth Railroad Company, 
now a part of the Northern Facitic system, and was with that road for three 
years. For a time he was assistant cashier of the freipfht department. After- 
ward he was appointed a;,'ent of the Canada Atlantic Railway and still later 
was made northwestern agent of the Canada Atlantic Transit Company, with 
which he remained for eight years, during which period he work«l his way 
upward to a positi<m of importance and responsibility. He afterward became 
commercial agent for the Chicago Great Western Railway and was located at 
Minneapolis for five months, at the end of which time he was sent to Boston. 
Massachusetts, acting as New England agent for the road and continuinq: it 
that point for a year and n half. He was next sent to New York city as gen- 
eral eastern aj^cnt. which position he resigned to become the auditor and treas- 
urer of the \\ aterloo. C edar halls & Xorthcrn Railroad. Each change thai lie 
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has made has been one of advancement. He is president of the Cedar Valley 
Construction Conii)any and is a director of the Iowa Real Estate & Investment 
Company m addition to his connection with railway interests. 

In September. 190S, Mr. Burk was married to Miss Zathoe Cass» a daughter 
of L. S. Cass, president of the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Nprthem Railroad Com- 
pany. They have become the parents of three children, Louis Stephen Cass, 
Richard Jamar and Elizabeth Mary. 

Mr. Burk and his family are members of the Sacred Ikart church and he 
holds membership with the Knights of Columbus and with the Catholic Club of 
New ^ (»rk He is also a member of the New York Athletic Club, while in 
Waterloo he is a member of the Commercial Club and l>oard of Trade, and 
also of the Town Criers Qub. Much of his life has been spent in the middle 
west and he is imbued with the sf^nt of enterprise and pr<^ress which has led 
to the rapid development and upbuilding of this section of the country. 



LOUIS E. RIQE. 

Louis £. Rice is the president of the Rice & Dayton Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Incorporated, of Cedar Falls, and as such occupies a leading position in 

business circles of the town. He was bom in Independence, Towa, on the 3d of 
April, 1875, a son of Henry P. and Lavina E. (Grout ) Rice The father was a 
native of the state of New York and was but seven years of age when he came 
to Iowa with his father, Henry Rice, Sr., who located on a farm in HIack Hawk 
county which he entered from the government. This was in the year 1852. He 
at once b^n to break the sod and turn the furrows in the development of the 
fields and in time made his one of the vahjable farms of the district. The town 
of Raymond is now situated thereon. Henry P. Rice, Jr., was reared upon that 
place and at the outbreak of the Civil war enlisted for active service with the 
Union army, with which he remained until the close nf hostilities. He then 
returned home and soon afterward was niaTied in Indcpeiuience Through 
the succeeding fifteen years he lived upon a tann near Independence and in 
1891 he returned to Black Hawk county, purchasing a tract of land in Union 
township, seven miles northwest of Cedar Falls, where he still resides, being 
numbered among the welMo-do and highly respected fanners of that locality. 

In the acquirement of his education Louis £. Rice attended both the district 
schools and the city schools of Independence and when about sixteen years of 
ajje he entered upon an apprcTiticeship at the gunsmith's trade. In i<St)i he 
came to Cedar Falls and opened a small shop for the sale of bicycles and cjeneral 
repair work, his tools consisting of little more than a screwdriver and a monkey 
wrench. He developed this small business up to a point where he had one of 
tiie finest sporting goods stores in this section of the state. About 1905 G. R. 
Dayton was admitted to a partnership under the firm name of Rice & Dayton. 
They continued the business until 1908 and then sold their stock of s]>orting 
goods in order to engage in the manufacture of vnlcanizers and other auto 
specialties. Af^ain they started out on a small scale but their business developed 
rapidly and they gradually drifted into the wholesale field, handling automobile 
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supplies. looLs and cleetrical specialties. In January, T911. the company was 
incorporated under the laws of Iowa and immediately following their incorpora- 
tion they began the erection of their modem business buildings which is sixty- 
four by one hundred feet. They occupy two floors of this building and have a 
welding department in a separate building. The plant is adequate to supply and 
equip any garage with a complete workshop and outfit. Their business has be- 
come one of the most important indiistri-.1 plants of HIack Hawk county. 

In 1900 Mr Rice was united in niarnaj,'e to Miss Mary \Vauj:jh, of Lcc'ar 
Falls. They arc members of the Presbyterian church and are highly esteemed 
wherever known. Mr. Rice deserves much credit for what he has accomplished. 
He has embraced opportunities which others have passed heedlessly by and as 
the years have gone on he has made a creditable record, not only on account of 
his success but also owing to the straightforward business policy he has ever 
followed. 



lUCHARD LEE. 

Richard Lee, optometrist and jeweler of Waterloo, has ever held to high 

business standards and each forward step in his career has brought him a 
broader outlook and wider opportunities. He was bom in Davis county, Iowa, 
in 1862, a son of Joseph K. and Sarah Lee, who about 1865 left Davis county 
and went to Des Moines, Iowa, where the father conducted what was known ns 
the old Skinner Plow & Implement Factory lor a number of years. At the end 
of that period he purchased a farm near the city of Des Moines and continued 
its cultivation until his retirement from active business. At length, having 
acquired a handsome competence as a result of his industry, determination and 
capable management, he retired from active business and took up his abode in 
Madrid, where both he and hi«5 wife spent their remaining days, the father 
passing away at the ape of eif^hty-six years and the mother at the age of eighty. 
In their family were fourteen children, of whom four have passed awav. 

Richard Lee acquired his education largely in the schools of Polk county, 
Iowa, and later pursued a special course in business coHc^ and afterward at- 
tended an optical college in Chicago, from which he was graduated in the class 
of 1897. He remained at home until sixteen years of age, after which he earned 
his own living and also paid his way through school. About the time he attained 
his majority he took up watchmaking and engravinisf with E. C. Pike, of Roone. 
Iowa. This was his first experience in connection with the jeweler's trade. 
After a short time he embarked in business on his owti account at Madrid, Iowa, 
where he remained for two years. He next removed to Sioux City, where he 
conducted a watchmaking and general repair work business for two years. At 
the end of that time he went to Grafton, North Dakota, and afterward estab- 
lislied his home in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, where he made a s|iecialty of 
optical work, receivint^ a large patronage from the residents of Sioux Falls and 
the surroundinf^ country. After five years he removed to Sioux City, Iowa, 
and for a lirief period was connected with the C. N. Oark Jewelry Company. 
Still later he conducted an optical business on his own account in Sioux Ci^, 
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• Irawing his trade from a wide territory, nnd in 1896 he came to Waterloo, 
opening a store on Fourth street. There he remained until 1911, when he re- 
moved to Fifth street, opening the first jewehy store on that thoroughfare. 

Mr. Lee conducts a general jewelry business, doing manufacturii^ and rqiair 
work and carrying one of the most complete stocks of jewelry handled in this 
city, including diamonds, watches, jewelry of all kinds, cut glass and optical 
goods. His establishment is most attractive by reason of the large stock and 
its tasteful arrangement. Every effort is put forth to please customers and the 
business methods of the house are sueh as will bear the closest investigation and 
scrutiny. Mr. Lee also does a wholesale business in selling material to other 
jcwelcri> o£ Waterloo and throughout the state. lie is likewise an expert cn- 
giaver. His business enterprise has prompted his connection with other iitterests 
and he is now a stockholder in the Philtesola banana plantation of Mexico and 
has stock in the Waverly Brewery. He also owns mining stock in two copper 
mines in Montana and Idaho. His investments have been judiciously made and 
success in considerable measure has attended his efforts 

In 1887 Lee was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth I'dgc, a native of 
Canada but Lxjrn of Knglish parentajje Her father, mother and other relatives 
still live at St. Thomas, Canada, and in that section of the country. Mr. and 
ACrs. Lee have become parents of a son, Faye Cecil, who was bom in 1892. He 
attended the high school at Waterloo, is a graduate of the Waterloo College of 
Commerce of the class of 1910 and is now following his father's line of business. 
He has made a study of optometry as a profession and has gained notable skill 
in optical work. He married Miss Frances Rittler, a native of Iowa and a 
•laughter of H. W. and Lettie Rittler. They were married in 1912 and now 
reside at Faith, South Dakota. 

Mr. Lee is a very prominent Mason. He has become a Knight Templar of 
the York Rite and is a Noble of the Mystic Shrine. He is likewise connected 
widi the Knights of Pythias and with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. 
The record whieh the American citizen holds in highest honor is that of a sclf- 
niade man. Such is the life history of Richard Lee, who at the age of sixteen 
years started out upon his own account and has advanced steadily step by step, 
his determination and even paced ener^'\ carrying him into important relations 
He has never overestimated his own capacities and powers nor overvalued his 
opportunities; on the contrary his judgment is sound and through well formu- 
lated plans carried carefully forward to successful completion he has gained for 
himself the prominent position which he now occupies as a business man. of 
Waterkio. 



H. W. FLLNT. 

H. W. Flint is a leading commercial and portrait photographer of Waterloo. 

He has mastered all of the intricacies of the art and the excellence of his work 
insures to him a liberal patronage. He was born in Chatham, Ontario, Canada, 
on the 4th of April, T^^n. i son of \\ illiani nid Rose (Clift) Flint, both of 
wliom were natives of England, in which country they were reared. It was 
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after they crossed the Atlantic to Canada, however, iliai they were niarncu. ihc 
wedding being cdebrated in Chatham. There the father engaged in the tailor- 
ing business until 1888, when he crosssed the border into the United States and 
made his way to Eagle Grove, Iowa. Subsequently he removed to Ames, where 
he now resides, and he is still actively engaged in the tailoring bosinesSf to which 
he has devoted his entire life. 

U. \y Flint spent the first nine years ot his iifc in his native country and 
then accompanied his parents lo lliis state. His cdiicaliuii was largely acquired 
in the Dcs Moines and Eagle Grove public schools and in Bowen's Business 
College of Des Moines. Following the completion of his course he took up the 
study of photography in the gallery of Tom James, of Des Moines, with whom 
he remained for three years, becoming familiar with all the mechanical processes 
connected with the business and largely developing his artistic skill and dis- 
cnmtnation. He next entered the •gallery of T. W. Townscnd of low:! City, 
with whom he also continued for tliree \ear>. and in lie came to W aterloo, 

where he opened a studio in the old Fhclps building. Jn Kp8 he removed to the 
Bunt building at the comer of West Park avenue and Commercial street, where 
he now occupies a commodious and pleasant suite of rooms. His studio is 
splendidly equipped in every particular and he has always kept in touch with 
the most advanced scientilic methods and processes of photography and at die 
same time he is a close student of those artistic phases of the business which 
find exprcssioTi in effects of pose, litrht and sliade. His work is indeed artistic 
and his business is grownij^ year by year. 

Mr. Flint was married in Iowa City in 1901 to Miss Clara M. Tanner, of 
Iowa City, a daughter of Frank Tanner, former postmaster of Iowa City and 
one of the prominent business men there. Mr. and Mrs. Flint have become 
parents of a daughter, A\eat T. Mr. Flint bekmgs to Waterloo Lo^, No. 
290, B. P. O. E., and to Helmet Lodge, No. 89, K. P. In politics he is an 
earnest republican and he and his wife are members of the Episcopal church, 
in which he is serving; as vestryman. His has been a well spent life and the 
many sterling traits of his character have won for him the liigh regard and 
confidence of all wh(j knuw him. Dccause ot the innate refinement of his nature 
he rejects everything opposed to good taste and the high ideals which he cherishes 
in his business and in citizenship find embodiment in practical effort for their 
adoption. 



DR. S. BRUCK GALLOWAY. 

Dr. S. Bruce Galkiway, who for three years has engaged in the practice of 
naprapathy in Waterloo, meeting with substantial and welt deserved success. 
a native of Ringgold county, Iowa, bom in 1888. His more specifically literar)' 
education was ac((uired in Monmouth College at Monmouth, Illinois, and then 
in preparation for a professional career he entered the Chicago Collie of 
Naprapathy, where he pursued the regular course. lie also took ]>ost-^raduatc 
work in the National College of Medicine in Qiicago in 1912. Immediately 
after preparing for the profession he located in Waterloo, where he has si** 
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engaged in the practice ot naprapathy, which deals with ihc treatment of the 
nerves and ligaments of the body. He has a coiiipiehensive knowledge of 
anatomy and the component parts of the human body and is thus able by scien* 
ttfic methods to so treat his patients that splendid results are achieved. He is 

now president of the Waterloo Drug Company and he is regarded as one of 
the alert and progressive young professional men of the city. He is most care- 
ful niid conscientious in the performance of his professional duties and hy 
reason thereof has built up an extensive and well deserved practice. lie has 
also become w ell known socially during the three years of his residence in the 
city and has gained the warm friendship of many with whom he has been 
brought in contact. 



ARTHUR K. BICKNELL. 

In musical circles of Cedar Falls the name of Arthur £. Bicknell figures 
prominently* for he is well known as a teacher and also as proprietor of a music 
store, dealing in pianos, players and other merchandise of that character. He 
was born in Lewiston, Maine, June 3, 1863, and is a son of Samuel F. and 

Elizabeth (Enmham) Bicknell, both nf whom have now passed away. The 
lather was ent;aged in the wholesale and retail grocery business, spending,' the 
greater part of his life in Salem, Massachusetts, where he removed at an early 
day. Neither he nor his wife ever came to the west to reside. 

Reared in Salem, Massachusetts, Arthur E. Bicknell attended the public 
schools and remained under the parental roof until he attained his majority. 
Attracted by the opportunities offered to young men in the growing west, he 
then left New England and, severing home ties, made his way to Iowa, arriving 
in Cedar Falls m 1880. Since then he ha«; fig^nrcd prominently in musical circles 
in this city He has engaged in teaching music, to which he still devotes part 
of his time, and he is conducting a growing and profitable business as a dealer 
in ]»anos, players and other musical instruments. He is Hkewise the owner of 
valuable farm lands, devoting a portion of his time to the management of his 
real-estate holdings. He is also a stockholder in the Wagner Manufacturing 
Company and thus has become an important factor in commercial and agri- 
cultural circles in his section of the county. 

On the 3Tst nf October, 1891, Mr. Bicknell was united in marriage to Miss 
Alary Elizabeth \ an Tilburg. who was born near Finchford, lUitler county. 
Iowa, a daughter of Harvey II. and Margaret (McCarty) \ an Tilburg, who 
were natives of Pennsylvania and came to Iowa at an early period in its de- 
vekipment. They first settled at Cedar Falls and afterward removed to a farm, 
becoming residents of Hutler county. Later they again took up their abode in 
Cedar Falls, where the father now resides, living retired. The mother, however, 
bas passed away. He served as a soldier of the Civil war and is now one of 
the honored Cnion veter.'ui.s. Mrs. Bicknell was one of a family of six children 
and acquired her e<lucation in the schools of Cedar Falls. Mr. Dicknell has one 
child by a former marriage, Karl A., who was bom October 12, 1887, and is 
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now a resident of Charlotte, North Carotina, where he is in charge of the dye 
stuffs in a business of that character of extensive proportions. 

Mr. l>ickneU is a inember of Black Hawk Lodge, No. 65, A. I' A M.; 
Valley Chapter, No. 20, R. A, M. ; Commandery No. 11, K. T., of Cedar Falls. 
Iowa; Towa Consistory, No. 2: and I"l Kahir Temple. A. A. O. N. M. S. of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. In politics he is n republican with independent tendencies 
but the honors and emoluments of office have little attraction for him as he lias 
always preferred to devote his attention to his business atTairs and investments, 
which have been carefully managed and have brought to him a gratifying return. 



D. W. MO\ EE, 

Industrial activity in V\ aicrloo fmds a worthy representative in D. W . Uovec, 
who is president and treasurer of the Bovee Furnace Company, which was in- 
corporated in 1896. The secretary of the company is A. C. Bovee and the busi- 
ness is capitalized for twenty-live thousand dollars. This is a close corporation 

and there is a reserve fund of fifty thousand dollars. It was in the year 
that D. VV. liovee, who is a native of Wisconsin, arrived m Waterloo and 
through the intervening periotl lo the present he has been actively and success- 
fully lonneeted with business att;iir>. 

A year aiicr his arrival in W aterioo he established his present busine?? and 
has won success from the beginning in the manufacture of hot air furnaces, 
feed mills and other devices. The output finds favor with the public as is indi- 
cated by the growing patronage. They employ about thirt\- people annually 
and handle their outi)Ut through retail dealers. The LJovee furnaces have a 
national reptitalion and are shipped in lari^e numbers intf) praeiie.illv everv 
state in the Union. This is but one pha>e of Mr. I'oxct. s l)usines> ciiierprisc 
and indicates but one feature in the success which iias made him une of ihc 
prosperous residents of Waterloo. He has made extensive and judicious in- 
vestments in real estate and now has about sixty lots in the business district of 
the city together with a number of residence properties, from which he derives 
a substantial annual income. 

Jn 1873 Mr. Bovee was united in marriage to Mi>> Anna I'almcr. of Wis- 
cousin, and tliey have become the parents of two children: Lulu, now the wite 
of D. L. Muiiusv, ui Waterloo; and Helen, who is a senior in the htgii school 
The elder daughter was graduaied from the \\ est W aterloo high school and 
then entered the Teachers Coll^ at Cedar Falls, in which she completed her 
course, while later she was graduated from the Waterloo Business College. 

Mr, Bovee is a menber of the United Hrethren church and is serving 00 
the official board. He takes an active interest in the work of the church, con- 
tributes generously to its support and docs all in his power to advance its 
interests. lie also has membership in the C liamber of Commerce and Waterloo 
Club, of which he has been a member from its organization. His name is like- 
wise on the membership roll of the Town Criers Club. In the years of his 
residence in Waterloo he has become well known as a representative of that clas» 
of enterprising, progressive citizens who are bringing about the substantial and 
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rapid upbuildinig of the west. Early in his career he recognized the eternal^ 
pdndple of industry and throughout his entire career his industry has been the 
strong foundation upon which he has builded his prosperity. It also has been 
well said that integrity is the cornerstone of his character. 



E. B. FOSS. 

E, B. Foss is proprietor of the Rural Home Stock Farm, situated on section 

j6, Ilig Creek township. He was bom in Illinois in July, 1853, a son of D. \'. 
and Elizabeth (Gray) Foss, who were natives of New Hampshire and New 
Brunswick respectively. In early life the father went to Illinois, casting- in his 
lot with the pioneer settlers of that state, and again he became connected with 
pioneer lite when in 1855 he arrived in Black Hawk county, where he carried 
on farming for three years. At the end of that time he returned to Illinois and 
ai^tn engaged in fanning in that state until 1871, when he once more came to 
Black Hawk county. At that date he purchased land near La Porte City, in 
Big Creek township, and at once began to improve and develop the place, con- 
tinuing its cultivation until his death, which occurred in January, 1904. He 
had survived his wife for almost a year, her death having occurred in February, 

E. B. Foss spent the days of his lx)yhood and youth in Illinois and in Black 
Hawk county, remaining with his parents, until he attained his majority. He 
was content to follow the occupation to which he had been reared and rented' 
land for four years, during which time he carefully saved his earnings, so that 
he was able to purchase eighty acres in B^s^ Creek township. This he at once 
began to eiihivate and further improve, remaining upon that farm until 
when he sold out and bought two hundred acres on section 2b, \vhcrc he now 
resides. To his holdings he addetl from time to time, thus cxtencbiig ilie 
boundaries of his farm until he now owns four hundred acres of tine land on 
which are two sets of excellent farm buildings, all erected by him. He has 
operated his farm in most systematic, practical and progressive manner, keeping 
in touch with modern methods and using the latest improved machinery to 
facilitate the work of the fields. In connection with the tilling of the soil he 
engages in stock-raising, making a specialty of Duroc-Jersey hogs and shorthorn 
cattle. 

In February, 1876, Mr. Foss was united in marriage to .Miss Ida V. Finch, 
a daughter of Richard and Catherine (Pray) Finch, who were natives of Bath, 
England, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, respectively. The father was a car- 
nage maker by trade, but after coming to Black Hawk county in 1867 turned 
his attention to fanning, which he followed for eight years. On Ae expiration 

that period he returned to the east and purchased a fruit farm in New Jersey 
ujxjii which he spent hv< remaining days. He died in April, t8<)o. while his wife 
passed away in Novenii>er. 1891. To Mr. and Mrs. Foss have been bom ten 
dlildren, as follows: Clyde E,, who is a resident of Webster, South Dakota; 
Amy E., who passed away in April, 1914, leaving two diildren, Morris and 
Bvelyn, who now make their home with our subject; Delbert R., whose demise 
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occttired in July, 1881 ; Ray F., who di«d in September, 1898; Monte G., who 
cuttTvates one hundred and eighty acres of his father's fann; and Glenn R., 
Floy Shelby W., Ralph R. and Alan B., all at home. 

Mr. Foss exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and measures 
of the republican party and has been called to some local offices. He served as 
assessor of his township for a number of years and at tbc election of Xovembcr, 
1914, was chosen a trustee. He never i.iltcrs in the performance of his political 
duties and is actuated at all times by a desire to advance the public welfare. 
His religious belief is that of the Metiiodist church and to its teachings he b 
loyal, his life being in consistent hamumy therewith. 



RALPH B. SLIPPY. 

RsJigh B. Slippy, of Waterloo, who has attained h^ rank in the profesakm 
of civil engineering, has also various other business interests and connections in 
Blade Hawk county. So extensive and important are his business affairs that his 
efforts are counted as a tanj^nble asset in the material upbuilding of the city. He 
was bom at Reinl>eck, Iowa, on the 21st of January, 1881, a son of William A. 
and Minnie J. (Younfj) Slippy, the former a native of Ohio and the latter of 
Iowa. In early life the father was a traveling salesman for a short time, but 
afterward entered the mercantile business, to whidi he devoted the greater part of 
his fife until about 1906, when he became connected widi insurance interests and 
is now head bookkeeper for the Iowa Manufacturers Insurance Company of 
Waterloo. While living in Reinbeck he served as mayor for one term and has 
ever been a public-spirited citizen, interested in measures and movements for 
the general good, 

Ralph B. Slippy is the ekiest of five living children in a family which numbered 
twelve children. Among these he was the third in order of birth, but seven of the 
number have passed away, leaving him tiie eldest survivor. He was graduated 
from the Reinbeck high school with the class of 189S and afterward entered 
Cornel! College, in which he completed his course by graduation with the class of 
1903 with the degree of Bachelor of Civil Engineerii^. He won his profesuonal 
degree of Civil Engineering from that institution in kjo^. He was seven- 
teen years of age when he entered Cornell College, workiiij^ his way through that 
iustitution, his desire for and determination to secure an education being an 
indication of the elemental strength of his character. He was engaged in survey- 
ing during the summer of 1903 and in the fall of tiiat 3rear he became connected 
with Annour Institute of Chicago, where he taught until February, 1904, when he 
entered the employ of the Muscatine Water Power Company at Muscatine, Iowa, 
with which he remained until April, 1904. He afterward engaged in the private 
practice of his professioti in Waterloo for a year and at tlie end of that time became 
assistant engineer of the city of Waterloo. o<.-eupying that position until the fall 
of 1906. 1 hrough the four succeednig } cars he was instructor in civil engmcering 
in the University of Illinois and he spent the summer vacation of 1907 as an 
active representative of his profession in Georgia, while the other three vacations 
during the period of his connection with the Illinois University were passed in 
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Waterloo Tic afterward became locating engineer for the Waterloo, Cedar Falls 
(.V Xoriherii Railroad Company, with which he continued until the ^y>nno- of 191 1, 
since which time he has cnpacefl in the general practice of civil en^imrrtnt^ in 
Waterloo, in i*/i2 he also turned his attention to the automobile business u h h 
he conducts under the name of the Interstate Motor Car Company. Extending 
his efforts over a still wider fiefd» he oiganized, in 1914, die Waverly Stone & 
Gravel Company, of which he is the president and general manager, operating 
a gravel pit and stone crusher at Waverly. His tmsiness interests, extensive and 
varied, arc of the utmost importance to the communities in which he operates, 
for he is a man of detf-rn'ined purpose and carries forward to successful com- 
pletion whatever he undertakes. 

On the 23d of December, it/03, Mr. Slippy was united in marriage to Miss 
Georgiana Vme Newton, who was bom in La Porte City, Iowa, a daughter of 
M. L. and Sophia (Berry) Newton, both of whom were natives of lUmois, bom 
near Freqiort. They came to Iowa in the early '70s, settling in La Porte City» 
where they were married. The father was a civil engineer and served in his 
professional capacity at \\'aterloo and was also county sim'eyor of Black Hawk 
county, while at the time of his death b.v '\ as consulting engineer for the Waterloo. 
Cedar Falls & Northern Railroad C Dmpany. He passed away in January, 191 1. 
while his widow still resides in Waterloo. Mr.>. Slippy is their only surviving 
child. 

Mr. SKppy belongs to Waterloo Lodge, No. 105, A. F. & A. M.. of which he 

was the senior warden in 1914; Tabernacle Chapter, No. 52, R. A. M., of which 
he was high priest in 1913 ; and Crescent Council, No. 16, R. & S. M.. of which he 
was captain of the guard in T014. His religious faith is indicated in his member- 
ship in the Cracc Methodi'-t I'-piscopal church. In politics he is a republican, but 
with independent tendencies, and has never been a politician in tlic .sense of office 
seeking. He served, however, as deputy county surveyor, as assistant city engi- 
neer and is the present weather observer, takmg on the duties of the latter position 
voluntarily. He belongs to die Iowa Engineering Society and is serving on its 
conimittce on roads and pavements. He has made continuous advancement in his 
profession and alon^' business lines and his worth, both as a business man and as 
a citi7!en, is widely acknowledged He is actuated by laudable ambition that 
urges him on constantly toward greater efticiency and larger attainment. 



ANTON BURGER. 

.Anion Hurger is a member of the firm of A. llurgei ^- .Son. dealers in flour 
:uul teed in Waterloo. Th* was liorn in the Rhine province of (iermany on the 
9th of March, i8^)<). his parents heintj Anton and Catherine ( r,ip{>ert > Hurger, 
botli of whom passed away in Germany. Through the period ol his boyhood 
days spent under the parental roof the son attended the public schools »id on 
reaching early manhood ei^aged in agency work. In 1885 he entered the Ger- 
man army, in which he served for three years, and subsequently he engaged 
in the insurance business in the Cologne district of Germany. He was identi- 
fied with that business for eight years and then, hoping to find still broader 
v«j. n— j» 
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business oi)j)oi iiumics in the new world, lie (.rosscd the Atlantic to the United 
States and in 1897 '"^'^ '^'^ abode upon a larni near Jesup, Iowa. For about 
a year and a half Mr. Burger waft employed as a fanii hand and for the same 
period worked as a cleric in a general store in Jubilee. Subsequently he engaged 
in fanning on his own account, cultivating rented land in Black Hawk and 
Fayette counties for alwut ten years, during which lime his financial resources 
grarhially increased as the resuh of liis industry, enterprise and jtidicious cx|>en- 
diture. I laving thus acquired a substantial capital, he bought the tiour and 
feed business of Knipp ilc Koth, oi Waterloo, in ii;io and thus became a factor 
in the business circles of this city. Through the intervening four year^ to the 
present time he has become prominently known as a business man of Waterloo 
and is at the head of an extensive trade in his line. 

In tSfy, in Cologne, Germany, Mr. Durger was united in marriage to Wm 
Eva Pruemnier. and unto them have been born three children : Catherine, the 
wife of l'>ank ^fanske. n resident of Waterloo: John, who is his father's j)artner 
in business, under the tirni name of A. Hur^^er X Son; anrl Anna, who is stiil 
attending school. The parents hold rtiembership m the Catholic church, in which 
faith they have reared their children. 

Mr. Builder also belongs to the Fraternal Order of Eagles and his political 
allegiance is given to the democratic party. He has never had occasion to 
regret his determination to come to the new world, for here he has found the 
business opportunities which he sought and which, by the way, are always open 
to ambitious, energetic yonnrj men. Cradtially he has worked his way upward 
and. although he started ont in life in \meriea practically empty-handed, he h 
now at the head of a subsianlial and growing business, which is the visible evi- 
dence of his life of thrift and industry. 



GAYLORD R. DAYTON. 

Gaylord R Dnytoti is a well known and successful representative of business 
interests in Cedar Falls as the vice president of the Rice & Dayton Manufactur- 
ing Company, a concern with which he became identified in 1906. His birth 
occurred in Martinsburg, Ohio, on the 13th of November, 1870, his parents be- 
ing Martin N. and .Sarah (llowland) Dayton, the former' a native of Danville, 
Knox county. Ohio, and the latter of Knoxville, that state. Their marriage 
was celebrated in the P»uckeye state, where ^[artin X. Dayton was for several 
years eiiLiai^a'd in merchandising at Martinsburg. (hi the ist of March, 187I, 
he came west to Iowa, locating in Cedar Falls, where he purchased an interest 
in the mill being operated by J. E. Rhodes, forming the Rhodes & Dayton MID* 
ing Company. Subsequently he was one of the organizers of the Waterloo & 
Cedar Falls Union Mills Company and for years acted as its president. He con- 
tinued his active participation in the conduct of tfie mill until the time of his 
death, which occurred on the iRth of January, 1899, when he had attained the 
age of <;ixty-fivc years. He enjoyed an enviable reputation as one of the fore- 
most bnsine>> men of Black Hawk county and it was largely through his capable 
business management that the Waterloo & Cedar Falls Milling Company became 
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one of the most successful industries in this section of the state When he 
associated himself with the enterprise it was freely predicted by his friends that 
he would lose all his money, for it had previously been an unprofitable under- 
taking. His political allegiance was given to the republican party and for several 
years he served as a member of the Cedar Falls city council. Mrs. Dayton still 
sarvives at tiie advanced age of eighty-four years and r^ides in ^e handsome 
family residence on the comer of Sixdi and Main streets in Cedar Falls. She is 
a devoted member of the Presbyterian church, to which Mr. Dayton also be- 
longed, and in the w ork of w hich he took a very active and helpful part, serving 
for many years in the capacity of trustee. 

Tiaylord R. I^ylon. brought to Cedar Palls in his infancy, was educated in 
the high school of this city and in 1890 entered the service of the Rock Lsland 
Railway Company. At die end of about a year, however, he went to Mankato, 
Mtooesota, where he was employed in a hardware store for fifteen months. 
On the cx|Mration of that period he returned to Cedar Falls and was here identi- 
fied with his father in the milling business until the latter's death. Subsequently 
his attention was pfiven to the supervision of his father's estate and in K/yi he 
purchased an interest in the sporting floods business of L. K. Kice, forming the 
firm of Rice Sc Dayton. In this connection he has won a gratifying and well 
merited meaburc of success and has become recognized as one of the substantial, 
enterprising and prosperous representatives of manufacturing interests in the 
city. . 

On the 26th of October, 1904. Mr. Dayton was united in marriage to Miss 
Alta B. Simpson, of Cedar Falls, her fatiier being C. T. Simpson, a building 
contractor of this city. I hey now have one soti. Martin X. Mr. Dayton gives 
his i)olitical allegiance to the reptihlican i)arty, while his religious faith is that 
of the Presbyterian church, to wiiich his wife also belongs. Practically his 
entire iifc ha^ been >pent in Cedar Falls and lit has made many friends in both 
tNisiness and social circles. 



EDWIN T. JAYNES, M. D. 

Dr. Kdwin 1 . Jayne.s hub been engaged in practice as a physician and surgeon 
of Waterloo since .August, 1910, and is widely recognized as one of the fore- 
most representatives of the profession in the city. His birth occurred in I^- 
monte, Missouri, on the 3d of December, 1869, his parents being Alfred T. and 

Lorinda J. (Gregory ) Jaynes, both of whom are <leceased. In the acquirement 
of his early education he attended the public schools and subsequently continued 
his studies in the Pre.-liytcrian University of South Dakota, then located at 
Pierre, which institution conferred upon him the degree of Bachelor of Science 
in 1891. 

In the fall of that year Dr. Jaynes began the study of medicine in Rush 
Medical College of Chicago, from whic^ he was graduated with the class of 
1894. During the" succeeding year he served as an interne in the Cook County 
Hospital and then located for practice at New Hartford, Butler county, Iowa, 
where he followed his profession continuously and successfully for thirteen 
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years. On the expiration of that period he removed to Parkersburg, that county, 
and was there engaged in practice for two years or until August, 1910, whai he 
came to Waterloo, which city has since remained the scene of his professioDal 
liabors and wh^re he has built up an extensive and gratifying patronage. In 
1905 he went to Europe for post<graduate work, pursuing special courses in 
internal medtdne and pathology at Vienna. He moreover keeps in close touch 
with the progress of the profession tlirout^li liis niemhership in the \\".itcrloo 
City Medical Society, the lilack Hawk County Medical Society, the Iowa Stale 
Medical .Society and the American Medical Association. 

In May, 1906, Dr. Jaynes was united in marriage to Miss Mabelle Fergtison, 
of New Hartford, Iowa, by whom he has three children, namely: Gcflnide 
Helene, Vernon Hewitt and Eileen. Fraternally he is identified with Waterloo 
Ix>dge of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, Pythian Lodge of the 
Knights of Pythias and Waterloo Lodge. Xo. 105, A. F. & A. M., while both he 
and his wife belong to the Order of the Eastern Star. 



CHARLES H. PLUMMER. 

In the death of Charles H. I Mummer, Black Hawk county lost a valued and 
representative citizen. I le was iVIHng the oflicv of recorder of deeds and made 
an excellent record in that connection. His public and private duties were dt>- 
charf,^ed with e(inal fidelity and promptness. an<I wherever known he was held 
in high rej^artl because of his many e.sctllcnt traits 01 character. 

Mr. Plumnier was a native of Michigan, his birth having occurred in Ontooa- 
gun in i860. His parents were Daniel and Pauline Plununer^ who came to this 
county after the Civil war, in which the father had served in the defense of 
the Union, holding the rank of captain After removing to this State the parents 
lived in Cedar Falls until 1894. The father had minitig interests in Colorado 
which refpiired his presence in that state a pnri of the time. He retired some 
yeais prior to hi> death and spent his reniainin^^ days in the enjoyment of the 
fruits of his former toil, passing away in Cedar balls, wliere also occurred the 
death of his wife. In their family were ten dtildren, five of whom are yet living. 

Charles H. Plununer was practically a lifelong resident of Black Hawk 
county, being a little bd when brought to Iowa by his parents. His education 
was acquired in the schools of this county, for hc supplemented the uork ot 
the grailes hy study in the high school and in the normal school at Cedar Falls, 
r.cfore his marriage In was ick-ntifud lor a numher of years with the Yellow- 
stone Park Tran'^pnrtatioll ( oni])any and later he was itlentitictl with his father 
in silver mining in Colorado. For ten years prior to his death he was inter- 
ested in coal lands at Monida, Idaho, and while developing and looking after his 
interests there he met with an accident which terminated his life ten years later. 

The capability which he displayed in his business affairs and his recognized 
public spirit were tlie factors which led to his selection for public office. In 
KjoC) he was made the republican nominee for the office of recorder of lUack 
Ifawk county and tnhde such a creditable record that he was elected aijain and 
again until he had been chosen tor the otfice for the fourth term and was acting 
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in that capacity at ihc time of his demise. He also served as sergeant at arms 
in the low t r house of the state legislature in ( f)lorado. He ever regarded a 
public office as a public trust — and no trust reposed in Charles H. Pliunmer was 
ever betrayed in the slightest dc^ee. 

In 1892 Mr. Plumtner was united in marriage to Miss Sarah E. Eiler, a 
native of Waukesha, Wisconsin, and a daughter of Phillip and Fredericica 
Eiler, who l ame to Black Hawk county in 1868. Her father purchased land, 
l>egan its development and continued to follow farming until he retired from 
active business life and took up his ahn^lc in ( cdar Falls, where his remaining 
days were passed. He developed and at one time owned two hundred and sixty 
acres of rich and arable land near Cedar l alls, which he brought to a high state 
of cultivation and to which he added many modem improvements in the way 
of good butldmgs and farm machinery. His death occurred in 1883, while his 
wife, surviving him for more than two decades, passed away in 1906. They 
were the parents of six children, of whom three arc yet living: George, who is 
now a resident of Appleton City, Missouri; Daniel, living at Ackley, Iowa; and 
Mrs. Plummer. Those who have passed away are Carrie, Lotiisc and Phillip. 

Piv his first inarnatjo Charles H Phitnmor had a son, i rank, who was born 
m i8i<o. By the second marriage there were burn two sons: Roger V\'., whose 
birth occurred in 1899 attending the high school ; and Daniel C., 

who was bom in 1904 and is a pupil in the public schools. 

The religious faith of the family is that of the Methodist Episcopal church 
and excellent traits of character have won for them high regard. ^Ir. Plummer 
was a member of the Knights of Pythias and of the American Yeomen, Tie 
died in the year 1913, while filling the office of comity recorder, and his wife 
was a|>j)ointcd to till ont the unexpired term, in which posilicin .-he continued 
until the ist of January, 1915. i hrough the long years of his residence in this 
county Mr. Plummer became widely known and his many substantial qualities 
gained for him the high regard, confidence and goodwill of those with whom he 
was brought in contact. In all of his business career he was never known to 
take advantage of the necessities of another and in his dealings was strictly 
fair and reliable. In office, too, he displayed the same spirit of fidelity and he 
was numbered among those citizens who at departine: this life have left behind 
them an extensive circle of warm frien<ls. He nc\er sought to figure in any 
spectacular cuiuicciion, and his life was at all limes guided by high and manly 
principles, his course being one which at no time sought nor required disguise. 



J. CECIL BICKLEY. M. D. 

Dr. J. Cecil I'ickley is eng.iged in the practice of medicine and surgery in 
W aterloo, in which city his birth occurred in 1^3, he being a son of the veteran 
physician, John G. Bickley. Spending his youthful days under the parental 
roof, he b^n his education at the usual age in the public schools and passed 
through consecutive grades, advancing year by year until graduated from the 
East Waterloo high school with the class of 1903. Whether inherited tendency^ 
natural predilection or environment- had most to do with shaping his choice of a 
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career, it is impossible to dcicrmine, yet when we regard his success it seeiw 
evident thai nature intended hint tur the caUing tu which he ib now devoting his 
life. 

Dr. Bklcley s early professional training was received in Hahnemann Medical 
Collie of Chicago, in which he was a student for two years and later he entered 
the New York University Medical School, from which he was graduated widi 

the M. D. degree in 1907. He spent a year and a half in the New York Surgical 
Institttte, thus f^ainiiig broad knowledge, and, splendidly equipped for his pro- 
te-sioii, he returned to Waterloo and became associated in practice with his 
father and brother. From the beginning his advancement in his professional career 
has been substantial and rapid. He went abroad and attended various European 
clinics, thus having opportunity to observe the advanced methods of some of 
the most eminent physicians and sui^cons of the old world. On returning he 
resumed practice in Waterloo and he is now attending physician to Imlh of the 
hospitals of this city, having considerable hospital work in addition to his gen- 
eral practice. He is identilied with various medical orj^i^anizations inchidin)^ the 
Waterloo, iilack liawk County, Austin iHint, Cedar \ alley and Iowa State 
Medical Societies. 

In June, 1908, Dr. Biddey was united in marriage to Miss OUie French, of 
Waterloo, and they have two children, J6tin Wallas and Katiiryne Evelyn. Dr. 
Btckley is a member of the Christadelphian church of Waterloo. He is indeed 

a well known citizen here, having spent his entire life in Black Hawk county 
save for periods of study in the cast and in luirope. There were qualitiea 
which he displayed in boyhood which even then won him the friendship of the 
old as well as the young, and throughout his entire life these qualities liave 
d<wunated his career, making him popular with his fdlow townsmen, while his 
' professional success has cqme to him as the just reward of ability and merit 



JOHN LEMMER. 

John Lemmer has been identified with milling interests in Cedar Falls 
since August, 1880, and is now serving as superintendent of the mechanical 
d^rtment of the Waterloo & Cedar Falls Union Mill Company, a pontum for 
whidi ability and experience have well qualified him He was boni in Lee 
county, Iowa, October 5, 1858. a son of John and Mary (Rreiner) Lenimcr, 
the former a native of Bavaria, (icrmany, and the latter of Alsace. France In 
early life the father was a machinist. He came to America in the early "::o- set- 
tling first in Chicago, whence a removal was made to Iowa, at which inm he 
took up his abode upon a farm in Lee county. After devc^ng a period to 
farming he removed with his family to Keokuk and engaged in business in ibaX 
city until his death, which occurred in 1864. His widow survived him for an 
extended period, passing away in 1888 

They were the parents of three children, of whom John T.cmmer is the 
eldest. He attended the ?chon1s of Keokuk and afterward was a student in a 
parochial school at W est roinl. Iowa. On leaving the southern part of the 
state in 1879, when twenty-one years of age, he went to Pottawattamie county, 
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Iowa. He had previously learned the miller's trade and for a brief period fol- 
luweU lhat vocation in PotiawaLtauiic county. Ue was atterward engaged in 
the same business at Nora Springs, Iowa, where he continued until midwinter 
of that year and then removed to Nashua. He followed mittii^ in that place 
and also at Fort Madison, Iowa, prior to coming to Cedar Falls in 1880. Here 
he entered the employ of G. X. Miner in the nulling business and remained with 
him until he sold out to the Cedar Falls Mil! Company, with which he was con- 
nected until 1890. The Inisiness was then merged with the Cedar Falls Mill 
Company and Mr. T.cninicr remained in the employ of the latter organization 
until Kjoi, when the Waterloo Cedar i alls Union Mill Company was organ- 
ised. He has continued with the last named to the present and is now occupying 
the responsible position of superintendoit of tfie medianical dqiartment He 
thoroughly .understands the latest and most improved methods of flour pro* 
duction and keeps in touch with the advancement that is continually being made 
in the process of manufacturing flour. He devotes his entire time to the inter- 
ests of the company. He has also become a landowner in the states of South 
Dakota and <^>klahoma and his inve>tnients have hcxn judiciously made. 

On the 22d of April, 1884, Mr. Lcnuncr was united in marriage lo Miss 
Elizabeth Foecke, a native of Lee county, Iowa, and a daughter of Gerhardt and 
Elizabeth (Sanders) Foecke, both of whom were natives of Hanover, Ger- 
many. The father tame to (he new world when a young man, landing at New 
Orleans and making his way up the Mississippi river to (ialena, Illinois, from 
which point he walked to southern Iowa, at which time there was but one log 
house in what is now Cedar Rajjids. lie became a landowner and spent his 
remaining dayis in Lee county, lie wa^ married in this state and always fol- 
lowed farming as a life work. He died in the year 1894, while his wife sur- 
vived until 1910. Mr. and Mrs. Lemmer have become the parents of five diil- 
dren: Mary Frances; John G., who is employed by the International Harvester 
Company ; I.i/.zie, who is in the employ of the Cedar Falls National Bank; Carl, 
who is with the Bancroft Greenhouse Company; and Robert G., who is with 
the Chapman Lumber Comnany of W'atcrloo. 

Mr. Lcninier holds nKnii)ership in the Roman Catholic church and in that 
faith has reared his lannly. 1 Ic is well known in Cedar Falls, where for more 
than a third of a century he has made his home, his activities winning him recog- 
nition as one of the leading representatives of industrial interests in his city. 



H. B. LICHTY. 

Waterloo owes much to the efforts of H. B. Lichty, who has various con- 
nections with important business concerns of ^e city, being president of the 
Waterkx) Cement Machinery Corporation and president of the Black Hawk 
Manufacturing Company. His plans are ever well formulated and carefully 

executed and his energy and determination have carried him into important 
relations. Waterloo numbers him among her native sons. Mis father, Lewis 
Lichty, came to this city about i??i^i4 or T865 and was prominently identified with 
business interests here. He was also mayor of the city for a number of years 



Digitized by Google 



300 HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 

and thus aided in shapii^ the public policy. Said one who knew him well. 
"His word was as goud as his bond; he was the soul of honor and the better 
one knew him, the greater the respect and the warmer the friendship/' 

H. B. Lichty was reared and educated in Waterloo and also was for some 
time a student in the State University of Iowa. He made his initial step in the 
business world in connection with the real-estate and abstract bu^in* --s and is 
still a nicniltcr nf the St-dj^wick-Lichty Abstract C ompany of Waterloo He 
laid out the llighlaiui addition to the city under the name of the Highlami 
Improvenwnt Company, which he organized, and through his real-estate activi- 
ties has contributed much to the development and improvement of the city. 
He is now concentrating his efforts largely upon the management and interests 
cf the Waterloo Cement Machinery Corporation and the Black Hawk Mana- 
facturing Company. The former was organizetl and incori)orated in Jainir.rv. 
1909, with an authorized capital stock nf fifty thousand dollars. Something 
of the slcady and substantial growth ol the business is ituiicalrd m thf' fact 
that the authorized capital stock at the present time is two hundred ihuusa:id 
dollars, of which one hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars has been paid 
up, and the business for 1914 was fifteen times that of 1909. This company 
was organized by Mr. Lichty» who still remains as president^ with L. H. Weide- 
man vice president, L. A. Kliebenstein as secretary and S. J. Hall as treasurer. 
The principal product of the plant is cducretc mixer*; and they akn nriTni fncttfc 
builders" hoist and material elevators. Their factory is at the corner ot \ intnn 
and Cilenwood streets and they have ni their employ about one hundred lucfi, 
wluic throughout the United Slates they are represented by many local agents. 
The business has grown along substantial Knes and has now readied extensive 
and gratifying proportions, the annual sale of the output bringing to them a very 
desirable financial return. 

In 1893 Mr. Lichty was united in marriage to Miss Annie M. Muren, of 
Missouri, and they have one son, Wilbur l ewis. Mr. Lichty holds mcmhershii' 
with the Masonic fraternity, the Benevolent i'rotective (^rder of \\Vk> and the 
Commercial Club and Board of Trade. He has many sterling qualities which 
have won for him high regard. His life record is an indication of the fact 
that the sourcxis of our power lie within ourselves. His alulity and business 
talent have developed with the passing years and he is today one of those who 
is ready to meet any emei^ency with the consciousness of personal strength 
that comes from a right conception of things and an habitual rqpird for what 
is best in the exercise of human activities. 



FRANK T. HARTMAN, M. D. 

Dr. Frank T. Hartman, one of the leading physicians of Waterloo, con- 
scientious in the performance of all his professional duties and splendidly 
equipped hv y>rciimmary study and wide readinj^ for the onerous work which 
devolves upon him, was horn in Jones county, Iowa, ni 1870, and in the acquire- 
ment of his education supplemented a district school course by study in the 
Upper Iowa Univerrity and in a ccmmiercial college. Desiring to becotne < 
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member of the medical profession, he entered the Rush Medical Collie of 
Chicago, wherein he completed his course with the class of 1897. Removing 
to southern Texas, he spent one year in that state and then came to Waterloo, 
where he has since practiced. Ambitious to attain the highest degree of efficiency 
in his chosen life work, he has attended the New York Post-Graduate College 
and has also by wide reading and investigation added laigely to his knowledge. 
In the summer of 1914 he went abroad and had unusual experiences, bcinfj in 
Berlin when the war broke out, lie witnessed ihc mobilization of the German 
army, having the opportunity of seeing all of the head officers of the army and 
jiav\ and many representatives of the nobility. lie reports, too, that he was 
treated with every courtesy by the German government and people and had few 
discomforts in making his way out of tfie country in preparation for the return 
voyage to America. 

In 1904 Dr. Hartman was united in marriage to Miss Effie K. MacMillan, of 
Des Moines. Iowa. They hold mcml t r hip in the Grace Methodist Episcopal 
church and 1 )r. [Jartman is also a mcnii)cr ot the \'oung Men's Cliristian Asso- 
ciation. I hey arc well known socially and the hospitality of Waterloo's best 
homes is cordially extended them. Dr. Hartman is actively connected with two 
fraternities, the Masons and with Helmet Lodge, K. P.» while along strictly 
professional lines his membership is in the Waterloo Medical Society, the Black 
Hawk County Medical Society, the Iowa State Medical Society, the American 
Medical Association and the Clinical Congress of Surgeons of North America. 
Thus he keeiT; in touch with the most advanced thought of the profession and 
in his practice employs modem scientific methods. 



HARRY B. TURNIPSEED. 

Marry B. Turnipsced. an attorney at law j)racticinfj at Cedar Falls as a 
member of the firm of Martin Turnipsced, i«; a worthy representative of that 
profession to which property, life antl liUcrty nmst look tor protection. He is 
well versed in the science of jurisprudence and. with ability to accurately apply 
its principles, he has made for himself a creditable name in professional circles, 
while his devotion to his clients* interests has become proverbial. He was bom 
in Wellman, Washington county. Iowa, on the 4th of June, 1888^ a son of Isaac 
X. and Mary Uelle (Mcliride) Tumipseed. lx)th of whom were natives of 
Iowa, the former born in Washington county and the latter in Keokuk county. 
The fatfur >pent his active life ir. llie mercantile l)iisiness. opening one of the 
first stores in W cllman, after winch he was closely identified with the commercial 
interests of that town for thirty years. He still resides there but is now living 
retired* enjoying a rest which he has truly earned and richly deserves. 

Harry B. Tumipseed began his education in the public schools of his native 
town and passed through consecutive grades until he reached the high school. 
Later he attended the University of Towa durinj^ the years from T905 to 19TO 
and bv gaining a liberal education became well qualified for life's practical and 
resfjon-ihle duties. He was engaged in teaching for five years and it was during 
that tune that he devoted the vacation periods to work in the liberal arts college 
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ill the Iowa State University, completing in that manner what was practically 
a three years' course. While engaged in teaching he served as principal of tiie 
schools of Orchard, Iowa, for a time and later was made superintendent of the 
schools at Keswick, Iowa, while still later he was school superintendent at Ute^ 
Iowa. In 1910 he returned to the state university and entered upon his law 
course, being graduated from the law department with the class of 1^)13, at 
which time the LL. B. degree was conferred upon him. While engaged in pur- 
suing his law studies in 1912 and 1913 he was president of the Resh chapter of 
the Acacia fraternity, an organization of college Masons. 

After his admission to the bar Mr. Tumipseed came to Cedar Falls on the 
334 of July, 1913, and entered the law office of Hemenway & Martin. On the 
1st of October of the same year he succeeded to the interest of Mr. Hemenway 
u|X)n his retirement from active j)ractice and is now junior partner in the firm 
of Martin & Tumipseed, in which connection he is making rapid professional 
progress. 

Mr. Tumipseed has membership in Lllatk iiawk Lodge, Xu. 65, A. I*. & 
A. M. He is also a member of the Cedar Falls and the Waterloo Commercial 
Gubs and cooperates in the plans of those oiiganizations for the upbuilding and 
development of this section of the county. He is likewise a member of the 
Woodlawn Golf Club, which indicates somethii^ of the nature of his recrea- 
tion. He is alert, energetic and determined, reco^izes and improves oppor- 
tunities and step by step is advancinj!^, securint^ thereby with each forward 
movement a broader outlook and wider opportunities. 



C. A. WATERBURY, M. D. 

For a decade Dr. C. A. Waterbury has been numbered among Waterloo "s 
able physicians and surgeons. He is a man of pronounced ability in his chosen 
profession because of his thorough preliminary study, his subsequent wide 
reading and his consdentious devotiMi to the duties of his calling. Cedar Rapids 
numbers him among her native sons, his birth having there occurred in 1875* 
but in 1878 he was brought to Waterloo, where he was reared and acquired bis 
public-school education, passing through consecutive grades until graduated from 
the West Waterloo high school. He afterward .spent three years as a student in 
the medical department of the L'ni\ersiiy of Iowa, after which he matriculated 
in the Hahnemann Medical College of Chicago, from which lie was graduated 
in iSgg, tlie decree of M. D. being at that lime conferred upon him. He thai 
located for practice at Hudson, where he remained for five years, when, seeking 
a broader field of labor, he came to Waterloo, opened an office and has since 
engaged in general practice. He belongs to the Waterloo Medical Society, the 
Black Hawk County Medical Society, the Austin Flint Medical Society, the 
Cedar Valley Medical Society, the Iowa State Medical Society, the .American 
Medical .Association and the Missouri Valley Medical Society. He recently 
pursued a post-graduate course in New York city. 

In 1905 Dr. Waterbury was united in marriage to Miss Jessie Grant Wilcox, 
of Albert Lea, Minnesota, who for some time was a teadier of Latin m the 
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West Side high school of Waterlof). They now have one child. Mary Klizaheth. 
Dr. Walerbtiiy gives his political allegiance to the republican party, but the only 
office that he has filled is thai of coroner of lilack Hawk county, in which posi- 
tion he served for four years. He squares hts life by the teachings and tenets 
of the Masonic order, is a member of the Elks lo^;e and also a member of the 
Commercial Gub and Board of Trade. He attends the Congregational church 
and is a man whose genuine personal worth, as well as his professional ability, 
entitles him to the high regard, confidence and goodwill of his fellow citizens. 



W. P. SOASH. 

\V. P. Soash, proprietor of the Western Adjustment Company with offices 
in the Dlack Hawk building of Waterloo, was l)orn in Butler county near Clarks- 
villc, Iowa, in i^jj, his parents l)citig: Ceorqc and Polly (Hiserodt) Soash, 
natives of F'ennsylvania and of Illinois respectively. They came to Iowa in the 
'50s with their respective parents and settled in Cutler and Hardin counties. 
They were married in the latter county and the father, who entered land from 
the government, broke the sod, tilled the fields and carried on general farming 
until about the "Sos. His death occurred in 1892. He had for eight years sur- 
vived his wife, who passed aw-ay in 1884. In their family were three children, 
all of whom are yet living, W. P., Dave and Mildred. George Soash enlisted 
in Company E, Thirty-second Iowa Infantry at the outbreak of the Livil war 
and served with credit to himself and country throughout ilie struggle. 

W. P. Soash acquired his education in the schools of Hardin and Butler 
coimtieft and was reared updn tfie home farm witfi tfie usual experiences and 
pleasures that fall to the lot of the farm lad. He worked at the carpenter's 
trade for seven years and then started out in business on his own account as 
a hardware merchant at Rake, Iowa, where he continued in business for two 
years. Tie tlien sold out and removed to Rockwell, Iowa, where he conducted 
a hardware store for two years. He remained at that place, however, until 
f903, when he came to Waterloo, where he opened a real-estate office, continu- 
ing in the business until October, 1909. During the period which he devoted to 
the purchase and sale of real estate he went to Big Springs, Texas, in 1909, 
having the greater part of his landed interests in that locality at the time. He 
sold land there to the value of several million dollars and organized four dif- 
ferent towns and at that time was one of the largest land operators in the 
cnuntr\. Mr. Soash sufTerod very severe losses in the period from inoq to 
1913, owing to excessive droughts extending through the whole four years. In 
n>i3 he returned to Waterloo and oj>ened hi.s present office, conducting business 
under the name of the Western Adjustment Company. At this writing he is 
recuperating from the losses sustained in former years. 

In igoo Mr. Soash was married to Miss Minnie Haase, who was bom in 
Kossuth county, Iowa, a daughter of John Haase. They liave two diildren, 
Loma Arvilla, bom in 1901, and George W., in 1903. Mr. Soash is a liberal in 
his political views nor has he any desire for the honors and emoluments of 
public office. The family is of Protestant faith, but Mr. Soash is liberal in his 
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religious views. Practically hib entire life has been tipcat in Iowa and he has 
been a witnesjs of many changes as the work of development and progress has 
been carried forward. He has always manifested a pttbHc-spirited devotion to 
the general good and his cooperation can be counted upon to further various 
measures for the benefit of the city in whidi he makes his home. 



JAMl-IS EDWIN BARRETT. 

James Edwin Barrett has been a well known and prominent citizen o£ Black 
Hawk county since 1866. He now makes his home in Waterloo but for many 
years was actively engaged in farming in Lincoln township, where hc took up 

his abode at an early day. tie was bom in Canton, St. Lawrence county, 
New York, August 2, 1840, and resided there to the age of twenty years. His 
paternal grandfather served a.i a soldier in the K evolutionary war and in days 
of peace followed the saddler's trade. Jiis father came from Ireland and mar- 
ried an English lady. Charles E. Barrett, iht father of our subject, was bom 
in Essex county, New York, October 8, 1818, and died in Jefferson, Wisconsin, 
at the age of seventy-five years. At the time of the Civil war he responded to 
the country's call for aid, enlisting as a member of Company E, Fourth W'is- 
eonsin Cavalry. Mc was wounded in the hip when scouting after the bush- 
whackers near iiaton KouLje, Louisiana. He later returned to his home in 
Jetierson county. W iscoiiMn. and (here his remaiiiinj; days were passed. He 
was a Cniversalist in his religious lailli and a republican in his political belief. 
He married Charlotte Olin, who died in New York when their son James was 
but four years of age, four children being thus left motherless. The father 
afterward married Charlotte Backus and to them were bom hve children. 

James E. Barrett attended the |)nl>li< schools, in which he studied the com- 
mon branches. His father was a hinil)erman and during vacations he worked 
for hin>. ]>ackinjj shin}.,des aiul assisting m sawing unci oilier work a> he grew 
older. In the spring of 1S55 the father removed with his family 10 Jedersoii 
county, Wisconsin, and in the fall of that year he made a trip to Chicago, 
taking with him three horses. He then drove from Chicago to the town of 
Jefferson, in Jefferson county, Wisconsin. He purchased a farm of two hun- 
dred and forty acres situated in the township of Lake Mills and his son. James 
E. Barrett, assisted in its operation up to the time of his marriage, which was 
celebrated in May, iHf)2. 'I"hc lady of his choice was Miss Mariette Steven>. 
who was born in Jelierson. W iNeon-in, a dati^hiir of Silas and Adeline ( jack- 
son) Stevens. The young couple established their home with his father and 
the following year, in response to the country's call for troops, James E. Bar- 
rett enlisted as a member of Company E, Fourth Wisconsin Cavalry, of which 
he became a private. He served until the ck>se of the war, his regiment being 
attached to the Department of the Gulf, and he was honorably discharged at 
Madi.son. Wisconsin. 

When hostilities were over Mr. Barreti retunieil home and on the 18th day 
of March, he drove into Waterloo, iovva. haviiit^ made the journey .icross 

the country from his Wisconsin home. When he left JefJerson he had fifty 
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<lollar^ in money, a cheap team and a double wagon. lie f>urchascd one hundred 
and luenty acres of land in Lincoln township at four dollars and a half per 
acre. There was no house or other improvement upon the place and in tact 
there was no dwelling within two miles. The land had just been bamed over 
and the outlook was not very propitious. He had to get a surv^r before he 
cotdd establish the boundaries of his place, but with resolute purpose he set to 
work to develop a farm and prepare a home for his fanuly. His first task was 
the building of a dwelling. He wa.s accompanied to. lown by hi'^ brother-in law, 
W. H. Stevens, and hi< wife''; tincU-. j.unes Jack'^nn. i hey purchased aito- 
gcthcr three hundred ami sixty acres of land and divided it. Mt. Jackson built 
a house on his claim and the three men occupied it the first summer. In May 
Mr. Barrett was joined by his wife, who passed away in July of the same year, 
leaving him with a little son only nine days old. He then rented his place and 
took his baby back to the grandmother in Wisconsin. The following spring he 
came again to Towa and worked for \\ illiani Groves and for Dr. C. Whitney, 
breaking land for tluin In this way he turned the first furrows on a tract 
c.xtendmg from the Methodist Episcopjil church on I'ourth street to Eagle 
Center road down to Hammon street, in Waterloo. The following Februar>' 
he returned to Wisconsin, obtained another team and again came to Iowa. He 
then located on his farm, on which he spent two years and then once more went 
to Wisconsin. There he was married in 1870 to Miss Margaret Rdberford, of 
that state, and bringing his bride to Iowa, they began their domestic life upon 
his farm in Lincoln township. He built a home but his wife died fourteen 
nionth« Inter in giving birth tn a little son. Mr. Barrett continued upon the 
place. kee})iiiij house for liimself and hiring a nurse to care for his bah) . Two 
years after the death of his second wife he wedded Pauline Thompson, of 
Grundy county. Iowa. He continued upon his place and carefuHy developed 
his farm, but again death visited the household in 1903, when his third wife 
passed away. He was married January 10, 1905, to Miss Jennie Turner, of 
P.iack Hawk, where she was reared. Mr. Barrett continued upon the farm, 
further developing the fields and improving the place until the year iS(>^. when 
he removed to his home tn Waterloo, where he has since resided. In the mean- 
time he lia^ disposed nt farm, which consislecl of two hundred acres and 
which is today worth two huntlred arul twenty-five dollars per acre. On remov- 
ing to Waterloo Mr. Barrett established his home at Seventh street and Grant 
avenue, but on the death of his wife he sold that property and spent a year in 
Spink county. South Dakota, where he owns four hundred acres of land. He 
also has three hundred and twenty acres in Brown county, that state. After a 
year passed on his Spink coimty farm he returned to Waterloo and has since 
occupied his pre--eiu home at Xo. 112S Wnshinifton street. 

By his first marriage Mr. Barrett had one chiiil, Merritl J., who i^ married 
and is engaged in the raising of full blooded Jersey cattle at Thorsby, -Alabama. 
The only child of the second marriage is Charles J. Barrett. By the third union 
there were two children : Earl C, a farmer near Waterville, New York, who 
wedded Miss Mary Trainor, of Waterloo, and has live children; and Lottie, 
the wife of George Cranston, of Waterloo. 

Mrs. Barrett is a lady of innate culture and refinement and is an active 
member of the V\'onian'$ Relief Corps. Mr. Barrett holds membership in 
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Robert Anderson Post, Xo. 68. G. A. R . of W aterloo, and thus maintains 
pleasant relations with his old army lonirades. llis political allegiance has 
always been given to the republican part^. He is an honorable, upright nian. 
kind and charitable, and his life has been filled with many good deeds. Koth 
he and his wife are held in high esteem wherever known and Mrs. Barrett, like 
her husband, is spoken of in terms of warm regard by their many friends 
throughout the county. 



WILLIAM H. LIFE. 

William H. Life is a retired farmer and stock-raiser living in Waterloo. 
He was identified for a long period with agricultural interests in Tama county 

but is now cnjo\injx n rest which liis former labor has made ix)ssible. ITe was 
born in Iliijhland county, Virginia, March 18, 1849. and i*^ a representative of 
one of tin- old tar,iilii s of I'ennsylvrinin His paternal i^rcat-ixrand father was a 
renusylvauia luau who >t'rveil in the Revcjlutionary war but afterward removed 
to X'irginia and spent his last days in Highland county. He was opposed to 
slavery and this feeling of opposition was carried down throt^ successive gen- 
erations. His son, Samuel Life, was bom in Pennsylvania, December 5. 1792, 
and removed to the Old Dominion, where he follow cd farming. On the 24th 
of December. he married Anna Waybright, who was hnrn Xovembcr 6, 

1793. I'rior lo his nianiaijc Samuel Life served as a soldier in the War of 
1 81 2, being on duty in the vicinity of Baltimore. Later he and his .>oiis cleared 
a farm in Highland county, Virginia. The family numbered seven children: 
the Rev. William Life, who was bom December 22, 18 17, and married Susan 
Lamont; John; Henry, who was bom April 18, 1822, married Fanny Crawford 
and became a practicin^^ physician; Abraham, who wjis Iwrn February 22, 1824; 
Samuel, who was born January 19. 1826, and married a Miss Freeman and 
after her death wedded Josephine Hodge; deorg^c, who was bom February 14. 
1830. became a minister and married Annie Smith; and Anna, who was born 
July 26, 1835. 

John Life, the father of William H. Life, was bom in \'irgmia and spent 
the period of his .youth there. He learned the cabinet-maker's trade, also car- 
pentering and undertaking. He continued a resident of Virginia until about 

1867, when he came with his family to Iowa, settling in Tama county, where 
he followed the occupation of farmini^ ITe died in that county, February i, 
1903, at the vciKrai)le aj^e of eighty-tline \ears. His religious faith was that 
of the rrc>b\ierian church, in which lie served as an elder. In politics he was 
a rejiuljlican and he filled a number of local offices. He married Elizabeth 
Cblaw, who was bora in Viiginia, April 21, 1825, a daughter of George and 
Mary Colaw. Mrs. Life was a devoted member of and an active worker in 
the Presbyterian church. She was a lady of the old school, always kindly, 
courteous, a true gentlewoman. Her death occurred upon the home farm in 
Tama county, September 21, 1902. 

William H. Life had not reached his majority when the family came tn 
Iowa, the state in which he had drejimed of locating when a boy, and the trij* 
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westward was niade by rail. The family at tliat time consisted of father, 
mother and five children, i he father purchased one hundred and sixty acrei» 
of land in Genesee township, Tama county, a tract of wild prairie on which 
a pioneer honne. He at once began the work of devdopment and improve- 
ment and in this was largely assisted by his sons. The farm today comprises 
four hundred acres of rich and valuable land, equipped with all of the latest 
improvements and the most modem farm machinery. It is provided with a 
water works system and every facility for making a farm productive and 
profitable. 

Jn his U)yhood days William 11. Life attended the district schools and later 
pursued a course in a commcrciat colkge in Dubuque. He has always made 
a specialty of studying agriculture and has carried on farming along the most 
progressive and scientific lines. He thoroughly un<fer8tands crop production, 
rotation and all modern methods. He knows the soil and its properties and 
what is needed for the difTcrcnt kinds of grain. \lh work has been most care- 
fully conducted and his labors have brought to him a gratifyinj; return. 

Mr. Life went back to X'irfjinia and was there married to an oldtime school- 
mate, Miss Sarah Rohrbaugh, of Grant county, West \Trginia, a daughter of 
Solomon and Mary M. (Jack) Rohrbaugh. Her father was a farmer, trades- 
man, miller and lumberman. At the time of their marri^;e Mr. Life brought 
his bride to his Iowa home, locating upon the old homestead farm of which he 
assumed charge. There, in connection with tilling the soil according to the 
most modern, scientific methods, he also engaged in the raising of cattle, handling 
^(jtne Iilodded stock and raisinp; others solely for the market. In all of his 
business affairs he displayed keen discernment and unfaltering enterprise and 
success naturally resulted. 

In 1902 Mr. Life was called upon to mourn the loss of his wife, who 
passed away in that year in the faith of the United Presbyterian church, of 
which she had long been a devoted member. She was born .\ugust 27, 1858, 
and was therefore about forty- four years of age at the time of her demise. 
She left two ehildren, Charles and John. The former, born May 4. 1SS4. wedded 
Helen Mcl'ec and is it farmer anti lumberman, acting as supermlendent for 
Refers Lumber Company in Saskateiuw.m. Canada. The yuunger son, John, 
bom February 27. 1893, is now attending commerctal college. Mr. Life was 
again married October 15, 1903, his second union being with Miss Anna C. 
Krecklow, who was bom near I'crlin, Germany, Fehnmry 3, 1852, and came to 
the L'niled States in 1856. The family settled in Xorlhumberland county, Penn- 
sylvania, where her parents died. Her father, Frederick W. Krecklow. was a 
merchant and married Matilda T,osrh. Ilerschel, the great astrononur, was 
the great-grandfather of Mrs. Life. .She was a very small child when her parents 
hnded in .New York with their family. She is a lady of liberal education and 
of innate culture and refinement and is a most interesting conversationalist. She 
attended the Rye Seminary at Muncy, Pennsylvania, which was founded by Mrs. 
Sdan Life, the wife of the Rev. William Life, who removed the seminar)' to 
^vr New York, and made it a most successful and well attended institution. 
Miss Amelia F. Krecklow, a sister of Mrs. Life, is now a teacher in that >rbM(il 

Mr. Life has always taken an active pari in church work, holding,' nieml)er- 
ship in the First United Presbyterian church of Waterloo, ot which he was one 
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ot the builders and is now one of the trustees. He has done everything in 
his power to advaiK% the work of the church and has been a generous con- 
tributor to its support. He is a life member of Hehnet Lodge, No. 89, K. P.» 
at Waterloo and became identified with the order in Northern Star Lodge at 
Tracr, Iowa. In politics he is a stalwart republican but has no desire to fiO 
public office. Ills business affairs have ever been carefully conducted, his 
duties of citizenship promptly discharged, and in even,' relation of life he has 
becu tOund hunurable and faithful, thus commanding the respect and confidence 
of his fellowmen. 



ALMON F, GATES. 

In commercial educational circles in the United States the name of Alnion F 
Gates is an honored one. He is the president of the Waterloo Business College, 
the thorough training of which has fitted hundreds of students for inqiortant 
pOBiti<Mis in the commercial world, and as head of the school Mr. Gates is ever 
advancmg its standards and improving its course. A native of Michigan, he was 
bom in Clinton county and was educated in the district schools of that state, 
followed by study in the Northern Indiana Norma! School at \'a!paraiso and in 
the Upper Jowa University at Fayette His entire life since the completion of 
his own education has been devoted to educational work and he is now at ilie head 
of an inslttution which is a most creditable factor in the intellectual progress of 
die state. The Waterloo Business CoU^ was established in 1884 as die Waterloo 
College by T. Tobin, who at that time maintained an aoadennc course. In 1886 
a commercial college was established by W. H. Burrett. who in 1888 sold out to 
Mr. Gates, who remained at the head of tlic school until i?^<k), wlicn he wa? joined 
hy W. H. Rrown and they bought out Mr, Tobm and consolidated the two schools. 
This partnership coniiiiucjl until 1891. when Mr. Brown houglit out the entire 
college. He conducted the school until 1893, when J. H. Urcuit look charge and 
80 continued until 1895. Through the succeedii^ year the school was conducted 
by Mr. Elliott and from 1896 until 1898 by W. E. Hager, E. L. Gorton and Mary 
S. Horner. After this Mr. Gates returned and took charge and in 1900 the 
school was incorporated under the name of the Waterloo Business College wiA 
Mr. riatc> as the president In MX>4 a removal was made to the present quarters 
and he has built up the school until it now has an annual attendance of three 
hundred students. It is strictly a business college and is one of the influential 
institutions of Waterloo. Mr. Gates has greatly raised the standard of instruc- 
tion, which is such that it meets the full requirements for training for the business 
world. Its students are capable of holding responsible positions and the woric 
which they do is indicative of tiie breadth and excellence of the cUfricuIuuL Iff. 
Gates also owns the New Hampton llnsincss College, of which his son has chaige. 
He is likewise a stockholder in ditlerent business enterprises. 

In 1S91 occurred the niarriag^e of Mr. Gates and Miss Mary G. Becker, a 
daughter of C. D. Becker, one of the old-time pioneer settlers of Black Hawk 
county, and to them was bom one son, Bruce P., who was educated in the Waterloo 
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schools until graduated from the high school. He also attended the Waterloo 
Business Coll^ and he will complete ^e Itberal arts course in tiie University of 
Michigan in 1915. The wife and mother passed away in July, 1914, and her 

death was deeply regretted by many friends as well as by her immediate family. 

Mr. Gates is an active factor in political circles and was the secretary of the 
first state convention of the progressive party. He belongs to the Masonic 
fraternity, the Modem Woodmen of .America, the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen and otlier frateniui organizations. He has membership with the 
Chamber of Commerce and cooperates in th«r plans and projects for the up- 
baildmg of die city. His social nature finds expression in his membership in the 
Waterloo and Town Criers Clubs. He is president of the National Business 
Teachers' Association. That his life is guided by high and honorable principles 
is indicated in his loyalty to the teachings of the First Methodist Episcopal 
church, of which he is a devoted member. He is also the president of the Young 
Men's Christian Association and he was secretary of the Business Men's Tem- 
perance Association from its organization until the spring of 1914. His influence 
has ever been on the side of right and progress, of reform and improvement* 
and he has left Uie impress of his individuali^ for good upon the lives of many 
with whom he has been brought in contact. 



DAVID GIBSON. 

David Gibson, now residing at No. 12 17 West Third avenue, is a retired 
farmer and is one of the pioneer settlers of the county. For many years he has 
resided in this section of the state and has ever been an interested witness of 
the changes which have occurred and has borne his share in advancing the 
growth and development of this part of the state. He was born in County 
Down, Ireland, on the 22d of June, 1842, and after passing the twenty-second 
milestone on life's journey crossed the Atlantic to the new world, diis being in 
the year 1865. He first made his way to Pittsburgh, Peimsylvania, where he 
lived for two years and then came to the west, settling in Dubuque county, 
Illinois, where he remained for three years. 

In the sprinij of 1869 Mr. (libson came to Barclay township, I?lack Hawk 
county, and purchased eighty acres of land on which he took up hij. abode. 
The tract was practically undeveloped and unimproved and he brought the 
land under a high state of cultivation. He paid sixteen dollars per acre in 
gold for the property and with characteristic energy bq;an its development with 
die result that he soon had an excellent farm, highly cultivated and yielding to 
him a gratifying annual income in the large crops which he harvested and 
whicli found a ready sale upon the market. As his financial resources increased 
lie ivept adding to lii< ])roperty until he had tour hundred acres. In the suninicr 
of 1914 he sold one iiundred and sixty acres of this tor one hundred and forty- 
five dollars per acre, its value having increased as tiie result of his develop- 
"lent and cultivation one hundred and twenty-nine dollars per acre. He still 
retains possession of the old homestead, which is worth at least two hundred 



^uj ui.uo uy Google 



312 HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 

doUai^ per acre. His methods were practical and progressive and as die years 
passed he won a substantial fortune as the result of his close iqiplicatimi and 
unremitting eneigy. 

Mr. Gibson was married in 1877 ^ Miss Rosanna Skelly, who was a native 
of County Down, Ireland, and passed away in 1894. In their family were four 
children, of whom three sons are yet living: Albert Edward, a resident of 
Waterloo; Kol>ert William, who is vice president of the Artificial Ice & Fuel 
Company of Waterloo ; and H. C, who is in Canada. The only daughter, Flor- 
ence who was die diird in order of birth, has passed away. Abont i8g8 
Mr. Gibson was married again, his second unirni being with Miss Matilda 
McCammoiiy who wa> il o a native of County Down, Ireland. In the spring 
of 1911 he put aside the active work of the farm and removed to Waterloo, now 
making his home at No. 1217 West Third avenue, where he is most pleasantly 
and comfortably located. 

Mr. Gibson is a valued member of the United Presbyterian church atid io: 
a nttmber of years served on its offidal board. His life has ever been upright 
and honorable, in accord with his rdigious professions, and he enjoys the 
unqualified respect and confidenoe of his fellowmen. Moreover, he deserves 
representation in this volume as one of the pioneer residents of the county, 
where he has now lived for more than four decades. Many changes have 
occurred within this tunc and he rejoices in wliat has been accomplished along 
the lines of progress and improvement. He bore his full share in the work 
of agricultural development and his intiuence has always been on the si<le of 
advancement in connection with material, intdlectual, social and moral afl^irs. 



WILUAM BRYAN. 

William Bryan is a real-estate dealer and the patentee of the International 
M & S Automobile Gear. He was born in Raleigh, North Carolina, in 1887 
and during his childhood went witii his parents to Missouri. He is a son of 
Frank and Sarah Bryan, the former a native of North Carolina and tiie latter 

of Tennessee. The mother died during the early childhood of W'illirun Bryan 
but the father is still living and makes his home in Houston, Missouri. 

William Bryan spent twelve years of his youth and early manhood in Mis- 
souri rind at the end of thai time came to Waterloo. In the meantime he had 
acquired an education in St. Louis and liad made his initial step in the busl^c^^ 
world, in which cmmection he had worked his way upward until he became 
foreman and inspector for the Iowa Dairy Separator Company of Waterloo. 
He occupied that position for five years and was correspondent for Scars 
Roebuck & Company and then in July, 191 1, he took up the real>estate busi- 
ness, in whiili he has been very successful, handling property to the value of a 
million and a half dollars in a ]>eriod of three years. He has dealt largely 
in farm lands. In 1912 he ])urchased a half interest in the Ledaour patent 011 
gears for automobiles to substitute differentials and since that lime improvements 
have been made and a new patent taken out under the name of the Intematioiial 
M & S Automobile Gear. The late patent was issued in July, 1913, to W. F. 
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Muel, who served as the mechanical ciif^iiictr wliilc the jiatent wa*? heini; com 
plcted. Mr. Bryan is now one ut a company that has been organized lor niami- 
facturing purposes. This company includes: C. C. Wolfe, o! Parkershurg; 
Louis H. Scuriock, of Kansas City; Frank Long» president of the Center City 
Hank o f Kansas City ; and Mr. Holden, president of the Phrke-Davis Company 
of Detroit, Michigan. This company is known as the M & S Gear Company 
of Kansri'; City and the officers are: L. H. Sciirlock, president; Frank Lonj^. 
vice president and trtasnrtr; with WilUam Bryan, C. C. Wolfe, Louis 11. Scur- 
iock, Frank Long and Frank iipstine as directors. The company has ortlers 
for two hundred and fifty thousand of the new gears, to he used in the 1916 
cars, and the present outlook of the business is most gratifying. 

Mr. Bryan is liberal in his political views and fraternally is connected with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias. There arc 
no esoteric features in his life record nor spectacular phases. He has worked 
nn in-f-istcntly and cner^u'tically day l»y day. realizinjj and utilizing his oppor- 
tuniiK- they liavc conic to him, and his ability and strong pur|x>se, guided 
by sound judgment, have been the salient factors in winning him a place among 
the auooessful business men of Waterloo. 



GEORGE M. .\ESBi r, M. D. 

Dr. George M. Xesbit, well known as one ot the able and successful pliysi- 
cians and surgeons in Waterloo, his native city, was horn March 6, 1863, a son ot 
James and Mary (Orr) Nesbit. both of whom are now deceased. They came 
to this city from Rockford, Illinois, in 1855, castii^ in their lot witii the early 
settkrs of Black Hawk county, for at that time Waterloo was a small town 
and the greater jjart of the county was largely undevelojjed. The father was 
a stonemason by trade and followed that pursuit in early Hfc hut later engaged 
in farming, ownintj a trait of land in Barclay township which he brought to 
a high state of cultivation. 

Dr. Nesbit was reared in W^aterloo and the city schools afforded him his 
early educational privileges, although later he attended the Elgin Academy and 
Beloit College of Bdoit, Wisccmsin. His broad literary learning served as an 
"excellent foundation upon which to rear the superstnicture of professional 
knowledge when ni 1885 he dt tcrniiiu'd upon the practice of medicine as a 
life work and began studying with that enf! in view. TTc entered the Collcf»^e 
of Physicians and .^^urgcons at Chicago and was graduated from that institu- 
tion in the spring of 1888. Following his graduation he settled at Mount 
.Auburn, Iowa, where he opened an office and was successfully engaged in 
practice for seven years. On the expiration of that period he removed to 
La Porte City» Iowa, where he was likewise accorded an exten»ve practice 
during the ten years of his residence at that place. In March, 1905, however, 
lie soutjhl a still broader field of labor and came to Waterlf»o. where he has 
steadily advanced until he occupies a foremost i>osition in the ranks of the 
medical profession of Black I lawk county. Anything which tends to bring to 
man the key to the complex mystery which wc call life is of interest to him and 
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he is continually broadening his know ledge and promoting his efticiency and 
skill by further reading, study and investigation. 

In i88S Dr. Nesbit was united in marriage to Miss Nettie McComack, of 
Elgin, Illinois, by whom he has five children, as follows: Marguerite I., who 
is a graduate of Coe College of Cedar Rapids; Wellwood Mack, a graduate of 
the State Univi r<h\ of Iowa, who is now a second-year student in the College 
of Medicine ol iliat institution; Wunnce (i. a senior in Coe College of Cedar 
Rapids; Harold T.. a sophomore in Coe College of Cedar Rapids; and Mark E., 
who is a high-school student. 

Dr. Nesbit occupies an attractive honie in Waterloo and in addition to his 
city property owns three valuable farms, two in Black Hawk county and one 
in Benton county. Fraternally he is connected with Waterloo Lodge, A. F. & 
A. M., and in matters of citizenship he at all times recognizes his duties and his 
obligations. Ilis attention, however, is tjiven most largely to his profe?>sioiial 
duties, which have been of j^Towing importance. He belonj^s to the Waterlw 
City Medical Societv, the lilack Hawk County Medical .Society and the Iowa 
State Medical Society. His professional brethren speak of him in terms of 
high regard, recognizing his power in his chosen profession, the duties of whidi 
he dischatges with a sense of conscientious obligation. 



M.\RK. J. PERKIX. 

Mark J. I'errin, president of tlie Waterloo Electrical Supply Company and 
a member of the Kissel Car Cbm])any of Waterloo, is thus prominently and 
actively identified with commercial and manufacturing interests which consti- 
tute a factor in the business activity and development of the city as well as a 

source of individual success. 

He was born near Clarksvillc, in l.iutler county, Iowa, Anj^ust 24. li^inj, ;i 
>on of Jeremiah an<! Anna (Hillman y I'errin. The father was a native of Eng- 
land and was there reared and married, after which he brought his wife to the 
United States, settling in Pennsylvania, where they remained for four years. 
In 1850 they came west to Iowa and after a year passed in Muscatine removed 
to Butler county. There the father purchased a farm, on which he lived for 
almost a half century and on which his first wife died. About the year 1897 he 
retired from active work and took up his home with a son in the town of Creciie. 
P.titler cnnntv. w•h^rc his death otciirrcd in when he had reached the age 

of eighty-two years an<l ten months. Antui llillman. mother of our suhject. was 
the second wife of Jeremiah I'errin, whom she married at her home in Rock- 
ford, Illinois. She died in Clarksville, Iowa, in 1888, aged fifty-two years. 

Mark J. Ferrin, reared in Butler county, was educated in the district schools 
and in the Clarksville high school, from which he was graduated with the class 
of 1886. He was reared to farm work, having the usual experiences that come 
when one's atteiUion is concentrated upon the work of plowing, plantinjj and 
harvesting. He continucf! to assi'^t his father and after the lattcr's retirement 
assumed the manafjement of the home farm, l iom 1888 until 1893 he and his 
father engaged in the hardware business in Clarksvillc and in the latter year 
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Mark J. i'errin returned to tlie farm, which he continucrl to onltiv.ite and de- 
velop through the succeeding eleven yiars. In k^o.i he removed to Waterloo 
and some time later, or in 1905, he Uccanic idculiuctl wiih the Waterloo Elec- 
trical Supply Company, of which he was made president and at the head of the 
business he still remains. This is one of the important commercial interests of 
the city and the firm enjoys a liberal patronage. In June, 1913, he was made the 
agent for the Ki^^d cac for northeastern Iowa» with headquarters at Waterloo, 
where he not only sells but also rei)airs cars, conducting' t well cfjuippcd garage. 

In 1890 Mr. I'errin was united in marriage to Mi>^ Lottie L. Cripjien, of 
Clarksville, Iowa, hy whom he ha*; four ehildren. a-- tuUows: E. (Iracc. who is 
the wife of W. R. Donaldson, of Waterloo; Anna .M.. a studait in the l erry 
Mali school at Lake Forest, lUinots; Maud A., who attends the Waterloo high 
school; and Margaret, who is still in the grammar grades. 

Fraternally Mr. Perrin is identified with the following organizations : Butler 
Loc^e. No. 94. A. F. & A. M.; the (^rdcr of the I'astern .Star at Clarksville : 
Royal .\rch Chapter at Garksvilie; Ascalon Commandery. No. 25, K. T. ; HI 
Kahir Temple, .\. .\. ( ). N. M. S., ol Cedar Ka[)i(ls: aiul Helmet Lodsjc. \'o. 89. 
Knights of I'ythias. Mr. and Mrs. iVrrin hold iiu niDership in the Weslnunster 
Presbyterian church and he has been a member of the Ixiard of trustees since 
its organization. His political indorsement is given to the republican ]>art) and 
he keeps well informed on the questions and issues 01 the day and is ever ready 
to support his position by intelligent argument. Waterloo has counted him 
among her leading business men since he came to the city and entered into 
active connection willi hei interests, lie develoj)ed industry, determinalton and 
encri:;y when upon the farm, and he has added to these qualities a spirit of 
initiative, carefully formulating his plans and accomplishing what he undertakes. 



MATHIAS J. TRITZ. 

Mathias ]. Fritz, projirictor of one of the Insi e(|uip|H'fl ])hot(iLo;i|>1ii( studios 
in Waterloo and holding.; hif^^h rank as a rejireseiitative of the r^hotot^raphic art. 
was born in Jackson county, Iowa, on the 2/ih of .March, iiS<n, a son of John A. 
and Mary ^ Siren) Triiz. The father was a native of Prussia, and the mother's 
birth occurred in Germany. They were married, however, in the new world 
and throughout much of his life the father followed the occupation of farming, 
lie was also quite prominent in political circles and his opinions carried weight 
in the councils of the democratic party. .\l an early tlay in the develojMnent of 
Iowa he came to this state, settlinj^ in Jaek'^on comity, where he was engaged in 
general farming and wa^ aNo aetivc in ]>ul)lie olTue. his worth ami ahilitv lead- 
ing to his selection lor various imporlani pt»silion>. Ai vuc lime he served as 
a member of the l^sfaiture and did active work as a member of the law-making 
body of the commonwealth. He died in 1878 in Jackson county when his son 
Mathias was a youth of seventeen years. His widow survives and yet resides 
on the old homestead. 

Mathias Tritz was the third in order of birth in a family of thirteen children 
and pursued his education in the public schools of Jackson county and spent 
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his youthful days upon the home farm, early hecoming familiar with the best 
iiK'tliods of liHing the soil and caring,' tor the crops. He remained at home until 
he attained his majority, but for about three years prior to that time had tau^t 
school. He tiien began learning photography at BeUevue, Iowa, where he 
remained for a brief period. He afterwanl followed the business at Mount 
CJarroll, Illinois, for three years and in other places, and then returned to Iowa 
in 1890, since which time he has made his home in Waterloo. He has one of 
the best eqiiipj)cd studios of this city and has made for himself a creditable 
name and place in the profession. He has kc])t in touch witli the advancement 
made in connection with pholography, is accjuaintcd with all the modern processes 
that liavc resulted through scientific investigation and now devotes his entire 
time to the business. He is enjoying a liberal patrons^, whidi results from 
the excellent work whidi he does. 

In 1886 Mr. Tritz was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Kempt er. \vIk> 
was bom in Galena, Illinois, a daughter of Cotfried and Mary (Gnigler) Kemp- 
tcr, the latter a native of Austria. The father was born in Germany and came 
to Iowa from Illinois about setlHug in Jackson county. He was a cabinet- 

maker and undertaker by trade and in J.tckson county engaged in the furniture 
business, continuing active in trade drdes there up to the time of his death, 
which occurred about 1892. His widow is now a resident of Bdlevu^ Iowa. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Tritx have been bom three children: Delia M. and Reta F., 
l>oth under the parental roof : and .Arthur, who died in infancy. The parents 
hold membership in the Roman Catholic church and Mr. Tritz q^ives his political 
allegiance to the democratic j^arty. I'raternally he is connected with the Court 
of Honor and the lliijhlaiul Xobles. He thoroupfhly enjoys home life and takes 
great pleasure in tlic .society ot his family and friends, lie is always courteous, 
kindly and afifable and those who know him personally have for hink warm 
regard. A man of great natural ability, his success in business from the begin- 
ning of his residence in Waterloo has been uniform and rapid. 



WALTER GORDON MESSINGER. 

Walter Gordon Messii^r was in 1901 an employe of the Iowa Sldrt Manu- 
facturing Company and in 1909 became its president. His rise was rapid but 

his advancement was well merited, a? is indicated by the fact that as chief cxocn 
tive otticer he has so directed the interests of the business as to make it one ut 
the constantly growing enterprises of Waterloo. Jilack Hawk county numbers 
him as a native son, his birth having here occurred on the 30th of July, 1S82. 
His father, Zachariah T. Messtnger, was the first white child bom in the county 
and was a son of Elias Messinger, who arrived here from Pennsylvania in early 
pioneer times. The family experienced the usual hardships and privations of 
pioneer life and contributed to the work of general development and improve- 
ment. Zachariah T. Messinic^er thronj^hout his active business life followed 
aijrii. uliural i>ur-uits, livin<; on a farm in Waterloo township, where for n»») 
years he made his home, his death there occurring in 1909, 
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Walter G. Messinger wn-; reared to farm life, working in the fields from the 
time of the early spring planting until the crops were harvested in the late 
autumn. The public schools atTorded him his educational privileges and when 
about eighteen years of age he became a wage earner as aa employe of John 
Mason, a grocer of Waterloo, in whose service he remained for about a year 
On the expiration of that period he became identified with the Iowa Sldrt Com- 
pany as an employe and in 1906 he acquired an interest in the business. His 
advancement was continuous and rapid. He was made vice president of the 
company and in 1909 was elected to the presidency, in which capacity he has 
>incc continued. The factory turns out a large output in ladies" skirts and finds 
a ready market for the product in Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska and the Dakotas. 
Excellent workmanship and material are factors which promote the growing 
trade of the house and the business methods of the company are such as will 
bear the closest investigation and scrutiny. 

On the 5th of June, 1907, Mr. Messinger was joined in wedlock to Miss 
Mary E. Schwanke, of Cedar Falls, and to them has been born a son, \\ alter 
f icjrdon, Jr. Mr. Messinger is a member of Helmet Tx)dge, No. 89, K. P., and 
he and his wife hold membership in St, Paul's Methodist Episcopal church. 
They occupy an enviable position in social circles and warm-hearted hospitality 
is extended to them in many of the city's best hcnnes. During the period of hb 
residence in Waterloo Mr. Messinger has nmde c<mtinuous advancement in 
business circles and enjoys the goodwill and confidence of his business asso- 
ciates and oontemporaritt. 



CARL W. HITCHCOCK. 

Carl W. HitdMSodk is the senior partner in the firm of Hitchcodc & Humph- 
rey, contractors in inside wiring, fixtures and general repairing at Waterloo. 
He is a native son of the city in which he still makes his home, his birth having 
here occurred on the 30th of October, 1879, his parents being Nelson and Mary 
E. (Wells) Hitchcock, both of whom were natives of New York. In early life 
the father engaged in farming and later turned his attention to the real-estate 
business. He came to Iowa at an early day and settled on a farm near Wash- 
bum, but after carrying on general agricultural pursuits for some time he re- 
moved to Waterloo and turned his attention to the real-estate business, in which 
he continued until his death, which occurred in January, 1910. He was also a 
stockholder in the Oak Lawn Building & Improvement Company and in the 
Building & Loan Association, beside other local enterprises. His efforts were 
an element in the business develoiJinent of the city, contributing to public pros- 
perity as well as to iufiividual success. He also held a number of public offices 
in Waterloo and his duties were discharged with notable promptness and 
fidelity. His widow still survives and yet makes her home in Waterloo. 

Carl W. Hitchcock was the yotmgest in a family of nine children and his 
boyhood and youth were spent under the parental roof, his time bdng largely 
occupied by the acquirement of a ])ublic-school education, whi'-h he completed in 
the West high school. .\t the age of nineteen years he began earning his own 
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living and for a decade or more was in the employ of the Waterloo Electrical 
Supply Company, during which time he gained comprehensive knowledge of the 
tiusiness and learned much concerning practical methods along that line. At the 
end of tiiat time he became associated with Mark T. Humphrey in fonning the 
present finn of Hitchcock Sl Humphrey. The connection between them was 
formed on the i8th of July, 1909, and they began business in n small second 
floor room at Xo. ^^ est Fifth street After eifjhteen nionlhs, however, 

their growing business justilied their reinov.il to tlieir present location at 401, 
West Fourth street and about a year later they Ixjught out the Iowa Electrical 
Machinery Company and have since conducted the two enterprises. They do 
inside wiring and general repairing and carry a full line of electrical supplies, 
motors, lamps and fixtures. They install electrical lightii^ systems upon farms 
and they do a general jobbing and retail business^ to which both partners devote 
their entire time. 

On Christmas day of 1906 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. lliichccx-k 
and Miss Olive E. Shannon, who was bom in W infield, Iowa, atul is an adopieil 
daughter of Conielius Farrel, then a resident of Danville, iowa, but now living 
retired in Waterloo. Mr. and Mrs. Hitdicock have become the parents of three 
children, namely: Helen Alice, Ruth Eleanor and Dorothy May. 

Mr. Hitchcock holds membership with the Knights of Pythias but otherwise 
is not identified with fraternal or social organizations. He has, however, many 
warm friends in Waterloo anil liis many social qualities render him attractive 
to those with whom he is l)rought in contact. In business aflfairs he is thorouplily 
reliable as well as persistent, energetic and ambitious, and his persistency ot pur- 
pose and keen sagacity are bringing to him a creditable measure of success. 



ELLIS E. WILSON. 

I'or lifty-one years Ellis E. Wilson has been numbered among the residents of 
Black Hawk county and is classed witfi its prominent and progressive dtisens. 
He has been a leading member of the bar and a most active investor in real 
estate as well as a factor in the successful conduct of other business enterprises. 
His connection with any undertaking insures a prosperous outcome of the same, 
for it is in his nature to carry forward to successful completion whatever he 
becomes associated with and his i)rompt and honoral)le methods have won him 
the deserved and unbounded conhdence of his fellowmen. As a lawyer he is 
clear-minded and well trained and his ability in this directicm has brought to 
him success in his practice. . 

Mr. Wilson was bom in Mahaska county, lovra, March 29. 1861, a son of 
William Alexander Wilson, whose birth occurred in Mount Nebo, Yadkin county, 
North Carolina, and who on coming westward to Towa settled first in Hardin 
countv. With some young comrades he walked nearly the entire distance from 
his old home to Iowa, actuated by a desire to enjoy the benefits offered by a a^^^' 
and growing community and freedom from the thrall of slavery, in the boundless 
northwest. He afterward took up a claim in Kossutti county and in addition to 
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<k\ t loping and improving his land cotKiuctcd a general store at Algona in that 
county. He gave provisions to the solditrs who aided in the defense of the 
frontier after the Spirit Lake massacre. At Algona, on the lOtli oi May, 1858, 
he was united in marriage to Miss Chloe Sanders Lawrence and soon afterward 
removed to Oskaloosa, where he remained for three years. In 1863 he came 
with his fannly to Black Hawk county and, April 7, 1866, settled on a farm in 
Bennington township, which he purchased. With characteristic energy he began 
the further (k'vclopmeiit of that property and thereon resided to t!u' time of his 
deatli, wliich occurred September 4. 1899. The fatnily burial lot is in Fairview 
cemetery. In the intervening years he had added to his possessions from time 
to time until he was the owner ot about eight hundred acres. He look an active 
interest in local politics, cooperated in many movements which won success lor 
his party and advanced the general interests and welfare of the district. His 
widow . Chloe Sanders ( L;»wrence ) Wilson, jwssed away October 4, 1913. 

F'e.sides the subject of this sketch the children anti grandchildren of Mr. and 
Mrs. William ,A. Wilson are as follow^: r.arnett Adellxrt Wilson, a resident of 
Kirwin. Kansas, was married October u. 1892, to Mliza l.. I.ee]>er. and their 
children are: ClilVord Otto, born November 23. i8<j4; and Clinton I-^vvrencc, 
bom October 15, 1896. Mary Cordelia Wilson was married April 13, 1887, to 
Charles Smith Choate and they reside in Eugene, Or^on. Their children are: 
Lucy Leah» who was bom September 7, 1888, and was married September 9. 
1906, at Guthrie, Oklahoma, to Elbert Jones; and Nathan Wilson Choate, bom 
September ii, 1894. Emma Iowa Wilson was married November 18, 1891, to 
James Trcglonc .\llcn and they reside in Waterloo. Iowa. William Lawrence 
Wilson, born December 18. 1867, died May 8, iSSj. I rank (Irant W ilson. born 
.\pril 19, 1870, died July 25, 1912. Edith Lillian \\ ilson was married .\ugust 
3, 1898, to Dr. H. C. Homer. Elsie Louise Wilson was married December 35, 
1894, to Henry H. Schenk and they reside in Memphis, Missouri. They have 
two sons: Karl Wilson Schenk, bora December 8, 1898; and Loren David 
.Schenk. horn September 19, 19Q3. C. Asenith Wilson is the next of the family. 
Perle ( i. W ilson was married June if>, 1903. to Louis 1*ernarf! Schmidt, who is 
a professor in the State CoUeLje of Agriculture at Ames, Iowa, where they reside, 
and they have one son, Robert, born August 24, 1907. 

Ellis E. Wilson was only about two years of age when brought by his parents 
to Black Hawk county, where he attended the public schools. He afterward 
entered the State Teachers' Collqg;e and received his Bachelor of Science degree 
upon the completion of a course in Drake University in 1885. He taught for a 
number of years, both in the country schools and as principal of the schools at 
Hinton, Iowa, for two years; also si>ent two years as principal at >Iovi1!c, hut 
regarded this merely as an initial step to other {»rotessional labor, and in 1895 
received his LL. LJ. degree upon graduation from the State University, in which 
he had pursued the r^ular law course. He then located in Waterloo, where he 
has since practiced. His ability is pronounced and his practice is now of an 
important character in the field of finance and real estate. He is devotedly 
attached to his profession, a man of high ideals, systematic and methodical in 
h;d)it, sol)er and discreet in judgment. dili<rent in research and conscientious in 
the discharge of ever)' professional dntv. ili> course in the courtroom IS char- 
acterized by a calmness and dignity that indicate reserve strength. 
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.\^'u\e from his pre sessional activity, Mr. Wilson is largely interested in farm 
lands in Iowa. In tact he is one of the heaviest holders of real csutc and his 
investments have been most judidously made, indicating his sound judgment 
and keen foresight He belongs to the Chamber of Commerce and cooperates 
in all movements for the benefit and upbuilding of the dty. He is a Master 
Mason and has advanced high in the order, being now a member of die Mystic 
Shrine. He belongs to the Town Criers Cluli and other civic nrcranizations and 
he takes an active and helpful interest in i>olitics, supporting the democratic 
|)arty. He possesses marked energy and determination, and as the years have 
gone by he has become more and more firmly mtrenched m tiic public regard 
' a man of absolute integrit}' and honesty and cme of die ^le and r^-esentatiye 
lawyers, prominent business men and leading citisens of Blade Hawk county. 
Moreover, he is a representative of one of the prominent pioneer families and 
has himself been a witness of the continued growth and development of this 
section of the state for more than a half century. His offices are at 518-519 
James Black Building. * 



WILLIAM £. HERREN. 

Real ability and merit will come to the front everywhere, a fact which is 
manifest in the lives of many successful business men. This statement finds 
exemplification in the career of William E. Herren, a member of the firm of 
Howrey & Herren, real estate, investment and insurance brokers of Waterkw. 
He has handled much property and commercial paper, and the success whidi 
he has achieved is the logical outcome of earnest purpose, keen insigfit and 
thoroughly reliable methods. 

Mr. Herren was bom in Nashua, Iowa, October 5, 1888, a son of Charles 
and Lillie (.Sj^ncer) Herren, the former a native of Illinois and the latter of 
Iowa. The father came to this state in 1882, settling in Nashua, where he met 
and married Miss Spencer. In early life he learned the painter's. trade, which 
he has since followed, and his record has been one of untiring industry. In 191 1 
he came to Waterloo, where he now resides. 

William E. Herren spent his youthful days under the parental roof and com- 
pleted a public school course by graduation from the Nashua high school with 
the class of ir)o6. He afterward spent a year as a student in the Iowa State 
University and then, putting aside his text-books, went to the west in ■ux>>, 
spending a year in Arizona and New Mexico, during which period he was idciiii- 
fied witfi the Arizona-Clevdand Mining .^ssodatum. In 191 1, when a young 
man of twenty-three years, he came to Waterloo and the foUowii^ year entered 
into partnership with William Howrey in the establishment of ^eir present 
business, with offices in the Waterloo Savings Bank building. They have since 
handled considc rrible properly, have written a large amount of insurance and 
have done a i^ood business as investment brokers, Mr. Herren is a man of 
energy, is not afraid of hard work, and his indefatigable enterprise and deter- 
mination have led liun steadily along the high road toward success. 
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In 191 1 Mr. Herren was married to Miss Ndle £. Sifii|>son, of Waterloo. 
He is a member of the Fraternal Union of America, and he and his wife hold 
membership in the Methodist Episcopal church. They arc young people of 
sterling worth, highly esteemed wherever known, an.d most of ail where they 
are best known. They have a circle of friends almost coextensive with the 
circle of their acquaintance and as the years pass on the number increases. 



WILLIAM WAGNER. 

William Wagner is a niembcr of the firm known as the W agner & Wood 
Auto Company, conducting a garage at Xos. 1027 and 1029 Sycamore street in 
Waterloo and handling the Herff Brooks and Oldsmobile machines. His birth 
occurred in Du Page county, Illinois, in 1853, his parents being Michael and 
Mary Wagner, who emigrated to the United States from Prussia, Germany, in 
1846, and were married in Illinois. In 1869 the father brought his family to 
Iowa, arriving at Kaymond. this county, on the 19th of March of that year. He 
])Uri-hasc(l one hnndretl and sixty acres of land adjoining ( '.i11>ert^\'j1!e on the 
cast and cultivated the same successfully until his retirement, havnig paid tiiirty- 
five dollars per acre for property which, when sold in 1913, brought twenty-two 
thousand six hundred and sixty dollars. His last days were spent in honorable 
retirement at Gilberteville, where his demise occurred in 1888, while his vnie sur- 
vived tintil 1912. To them were born seven children, all of whom are yet living 
with the cxceptioTi of one daughter who died at the age of seven years. 

W illiam Wagner received a limited education in his native state and when 
a youth of sixteen aeconipanied his parents on their removal to Iowa. He 
remained on his father s farm until nineteen years of age and subsequently 
learned the carpenter's trade, working at Uuit occupation for three years. On 
the expiration of that period he engaged in business on his own account in Gil- 
bertsville and later in Waterloo, while in 1885 he went to South Dakota, where 
he was proprietor of a farm raachineiy establishment until 1890, when he 
returned to Waterloo. In 1913, in association with William Wood, he estab- 
lished a garage and agency for the ilerff I'.rooks and Oldsmobile cars, under the 
name of the Wagner it W ood Auto Company, which has already built up an 
enterprise of extensive and gratifying proportions. Mr. Wagner is also con- 
ducting a successful real-estate business, handling his own property exclusivdy. 
He owns a number of residences and town lots in Waterloo and also a quarter 
section of land in Canada. His own handsome home is at No. 207 East Eleventh 
ftreet in WaterlmK 

In \Hjf> Mr. W agner was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary Hyde, a native of 
Wiijcunsia and a daughter of Fred Hyde. Her j>arents came to Iowa from Wis- 
consin about 1867, taking up their abode in Gilbertsville, where the father was 
engaged in business as a carpenter and contractor until his demise in 1878. The 
mother was called to her final rest in the year 190a. To them were bom three 
daughters, of whom Mrs. Wagner is the only surv ivor. By her marriage she 
has become the mother of three .sons, as follows : Michael J., who is associated 
with his father in the automobile business: Peter, who is a pearl merchant; and 
William Dewey, who is a high-school student. 
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Mr. Wagner gives his ]K)lilicril allegiaiu-e lo the democracy. Inn the honur> 
and emoluments of otticc have iio attraclion for him. He and liis family arc 
devout communicants of the Catholic church. In business his course has been 
characterized by strict fidelity to principle, and in social relations he has displayed 
a courtesy and cordiality which have won him many friends. 



C. T. WILSON. 

C. T. Wilson is a general contractor and builder of Waterloo, with ofnce at 
the comer of Bridge and Commercial streets. He has made thoroughnes- an 1 

efficiency his watchwords in connection with business, and by reason of the 
results attained thereby has secured a gratifying patronage. He was born in 
Washingtfjn township. lUack Hawk county, in I^^^V>. n son of Seth and Sarah 
Parneli (iiitchcock) Wilson. The grandparents were pioneer settlers of Wash- 
ington township, but the parents were both tram in Illinois prior to the establish- 
ment of the Wilson and Hitchcock families in this county. Both the paternal 
and maternal grandfather entered land from the government and the paternal 
grandparents remained upon their claim until called to their final rest. Mr. Wil- 
son having in the meantime cotnerted tin place into a highly improved farm. 
The maternal gramltathcr ojuMatcd hi'^ farm for a lime, bin in his- later years 
removed to Cedar balls, where Ixtih he and bis wife passed awas . Iloih families 
were closely associated with a number of the early events that shaix;d the (jionccr 
history of the county, and Grandfather Wilson served on the first jur) ever 
impaneled in Black Hawk county. In early days he sawed wood for the Illinois 
Central Railroad to use in their ei^nes. At first Dubuque was their nearest 
market. 

Hotb Sotb Wilson and Sarah Hitchcock were reared in this county and were 
here married. riic) began their donieslic life uixm a farm, and Mr. Wilson 
continuously carried on general agricultural pursuits until 1904, when he removed 
to Waterloo, where he still makes his home at the age of seventy-two years. His 
wife, however, passed away in 1912. In their family were three children : C. T. : 
Mrs. Richat-ds, who is living in Butler county, Iowa ; and Carrie, who is employed 
by the l^avitt & Johnson Trust Company of NWiterloo. 

C. T. Wilson ac<|nired bis edncation in the public schools of Parkcrslmrsj ami 
lived upon the home farm iiulil iwenly-one years ol age. during which period 
he taught school for two years, lie afterward spent hve years in Cornell Col- 
lege, Iowa, and was graduated therefrom in 1893 on the completion of a course 
in civil engineering. He followed that profession until 191 2, and during the 
last nine years was city engineer of Waterloo. Previously he had done survey 
work in connection with railroad building. In 1912 he embarked In contrai tine 
building and general construction work and has since been active along that 
line in Waterloo and northeastern iowa, where many imjxjrtant contracts have 
been awarded him. Evidences of his skill and handiwork ran be seen in mam 
places, and he is widely recognized as one of the leading general cun tractors of 
his section of the state. As the years have passed on he has prospered in Us 
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undertakings and is now the ovMicr of a number of residence properties and 
vacant lots in Waterloo, together with the tine home which he occupies. 

In Mr. Wilson was united in marriage to Miss Clara Goodale, a native 
of New York» who came to the west with her parents in her childhood days and 

settled in Butler county, where both her father and mother passed away. Mrs. 
Wilson is one of the three children of the (ioodale family who still survive, the 
others being: (^rcn F... of Los Anpeles. ( alifornia; and Annie ('.. who is a 
trained nurse of Iowa C ity. To Mr. and Mrs. \\ ilson have been born six chil- 
dren : Dorothy, who was born in 1895 and is now attending college in Mount 
Vernon ; Anna» who was bom in 1897 and is at home ; Clarence, who was bom 
in 1899 ^ student in the high school ; Clara B., who was bom in 1901 

and is a high-school pupil ; Donald, born in 1907 ; and Florence, born in 1912. 

ITlc reli^ous faith of the family is that of the Methodist Episcopal denomina- 
tion rnul Ml. Wilson holds meml>cr>hi]) with the First Methodist church of 
Waterloo, lie is quite lilieral in hi> jH)litical views although his tendency is 
toward the republican [»ariy. lie has served on the board of the west side and 
he was a member of the board of water conunissioners of Waterloo in con- 
nection with J. M. Groat and J. E. Sedgcwick when the plant was taken over 
by the city. He was likewise a member of the school board for nine years and 
has been thus closely connected with ilHfmrtant public service and in many ways 
has contributed to the upbuilding and progress of the city in which he makes 
hh home. He is guided at all times by the spirit of advancement and this is 
as strongly manifest in his business life as in other connections. 



MRS. WILLIAM C. NASH. 

Mrs. William (' Xash. well known to the thcatcr-goinp [Jtiblic Kitty 
I)c Lorme, was born in Columbus, Ohio, in iS'>^^. anfl when thice years of 
age wa!% brought by her parents to Waterloo, iler father, Luther S. Freeman, 
was a brother of General H. B. Freeman, of the United States Army. For 
many years Luther S. Freeman was engaged in the harness and saddlery busi- 
ness in Waterloo and he died at the Soldiers' Home in Dayton, Ohio, where 
for several years he played- the leading comet in the band and acted as leader. 
Mr. Freeman was a native of Mount X ernon, Ohio, and at the outbreak of the 
Civil war enli.sted iov servire \\ ith an ( >hio regiment, with wliich he remained until 
the Close of hostilities. < )ii one occasion he was severely wounded in the left 
shoulder by u musket ball. His wife bore the maiden name of Miss Lydia 
Wilson and was bora in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, seventy-nine years ago. 
She is a daughter of Thomas and Lydia Wilson, in whose family were fourteen 
children, and in Ohio she grew to wotnanhood. Mrs. Nash comes of a family 
noted for histrionic talent. Her brother, Luther P.. Freeman, now of Westfield. 
Iowa, was for many years connected with the stage. His sister, known in the 
theatrical world a«; Nettie Dalfon. i'i now deceased. 

.•\s previously stated. Mrs. Nash was but three years of age when brought 
by her parents to Waterloo. Here she attended the public schools and at four- 
teen years of age began her stage career, playing in children's parts. She was 
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leading iady in the play Burr Oaks for three years, eiiacling ihc role ut .M;ir;^it. 
with David Higi^ins as leading man. She afterward played the leading lady 
with the De Lorme Stock Company, touring the west for three years. Later 
she was under the management of E. D. Stair, touring in the west for four 
years and still later sup|X)rted John Dillon, after which she played in a stook com- 
pany in the CaUimct theater of Chtcajjo. Ajjain ^oin^ iipnn the roa<l. shr <tnrred 
as Cigarette in the dramati/.atinn of ( )ui(la's Under Two I' lai^^s. and for >-omc tinio 
thereafter was connected with the Bennett Moulton Dramatic Company, travel- 
ing through the country. Subsequently she played with the International Stock 
Company of Niagara Falls, Canada, and afterward' with a stock company in 
Detroit, Michigan. Five years ago she became seriously ill and was forced to 
give up her stage career on account of a general breakdown. She is now suf- 
ficiently recovered, however, to return to the stage and it is expected will repeat 
her former successes which brought her a wide acquaintance and an admiring 
following. 

On the lOth of March, 1910, in St. Joseph, Missouri, she became the wife of 
William C. Nash, who was bom in Detroit, Michigan, fifty-four years ago and 
is a son of William C. and Theresa (Cahilt) Nash. During the thirty-seven 
years of her stage life Mrs. Nash has met with the leading cdebrities of both 
the European and American stage. She is a lover of her art and has always 
held to high ideals in connection therewith. Her work has ^iven general satis- 
faction, both upon the road and when she has been doing the arduous work of 
a stock company. 



HARRY J. PARKS. 

Harn,' J Parks, vice president of the Waterloo Sash & Fixture Works, has 
in his business career advanced steadily step l»v ste]). When determination, 
perseverance and talent are arrayed against dravvbaciNS and trials the result is 
almost absolutely certain. The former are invincible, they know no defeat— 
a fact which has been exemplified in the life of Harry J. Parks, who by persistent 
energy has steadily worked his way upward. 

Black Hawk county numbers him among her native sons. He was Iwm 
November 9. iHW>. a son of William H. and Anna B. (Hitt) Parks. The Intter 
is a native of Waterloo, her father. Tfarrison Ilitt. haviiif; eoinc to this city about 
1862. William II. Parks was born iu Germany and came to the United States 
with his parents in his boyhood days, the family home being established m 
Waterloo in the early *6os, so that they were^among the pioneer settlers of the 
town. The death of Mr. Parks occurred March 4, 191 1, but the mother is ^till 
living. He was a fanner by occupation and in following that pursuit provided 
a good livincf for his family. 

Harry J. Parks was reared upon the home farm and pursued his education 
in the public schools of I. a I'orte, passing; through consecutive {grades until he 
became a high-school pupil. He afterward attended the Waterloo Business Col- 
lege, from which he was graduated with the class of 1907. The same spring ht 
entered the employ of the Cascade Manufacturing Company, with which be 
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rcmainefl for five months, lie then entered the employ of the Sniith, Lichty & 
Hi'llman Company, with which he remained but a short time, lie then secured 
a position with die Waterloo Sash & Fixture Works in 1908 and the following 
year he purdiased stock in the company. In 191 1 he was dccted vice president, 
in which official capacity he has since continued, and as such is active in directing 
the interests and shaping the policy of the house. Th^ are conducting a sub- 
t. HI ti.il and growing business, and as the years pass on thrir patronage is 
steadily increasing. 

On the 16th of June, 1914, Mr. Parks was united in marriage to Miss Mamie 
E. O'Neill, of Waterloo. They are members of the First Congregational church 
and they occupy an enviable position in social circles, having many warm friends 
in the city and county. Mr. Parks belongs to Helmet Lod^, No. 89^ K. of P., 
and to the Brotherhood of American Yeomen. He is recognized as one of the 
progressive young business men of his city. To build up rather than to destroy 
is his broad policy, and he att trks everything with a contagious enthusiasm that 
is productive of substantial results. 



EMERY ERNEST MAGEE, M. D. 

Dr. Emery Ernest Mageo 1 medical graduate of Northwestern I'niversity, 
displayed the elemental strength of his character and his laudable ambition in 
providing for the expenses of his college course in both his literary and pro- 
fessional training. Such a man will always win success, and it is therefore no 
matter of marvel that Dr. Magee stands among the able and eminent physi- 
cians and sui^eons of Waterloo. 

He is a native of Blade Hawk county, having been born October 28, 1882, 
on the farm near Dunkerton owned by his parents, Edward W. and Sarah Jane 
( Davis ) Magee, both of whom are natives of the state of New York. In child- 
hood, however, they accompanied their parents on their removal to ^fcTIenry 
county, Illinois, where the marriage 01 Edward W. Magee and baraii jane 
Davis was celebrated in i860. The following year they came to Iowa, settling 
upon the farm in Black Hawk county which has since been their home. To 
his original holdings Mr. Magee has added until he now owns an entire section 
of land and is one of the prosperous farmers of this part of the state. 

I>r. Magee wns reared under the parental roof and acciuired his preliminary 
education in tlie public schools. He afterward attended the Iowa Teachers 
College at Cedar Falls, from which he was graduated with liie class of 1905, 
winning the degree of B. D. I. He paid his own way through college at Cedar 
Falls and in tl«e autumn of 1905 entered the medical department of the North- 
western University, Chicago, from which he was graduated with the class of 
ifpO. Again he paid his own way through school by setlii^ books and when he 
leit college he had a surplus of five hundred dollars. Subsequent to his gradu- 
ation he acted for two years as interne in the Wesley Hospital of Chicago and 
^eatly aue^niented his knowledge through the Ijroad and varied experience 
which is never gained as quickly in any other way as in hospital practice. On 
leaving that institution he made his way westward to South Dakota and while 
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living in that state purchased a half section of land in Hamlin county, near 
Castlewood He stiU owns that property, which has abuost doubled in value. 
His first locati<Mi as a medical practitioner was in Waterkx), where in 1911 

he opened his office, oc i upyin^ a l oniinodious suite of rooms in the new First 
National Bank building. His office is splendidly appointed in all of the equip- 
ment and accessories necessary to medical and snrf^c.d practice, and he has 
made steady advancement durinjf the years in which he iias followed his pro- 
fession in this city. That he keeps in toucli with the progress and advanced 
thought of the day is indicated in ttw fact that he holds mendiership ui the 
Waterloo City Medical Society, the Blade Hawk County Medical Society, the 
Cedar Valley Austin FUnt Medkal Society, the Iowa State Medkal &ciety 
and the American Medical Association. Dr, Magee is also a member of the 
Phi Reta Phi, a Greek letter fraternity, and a member of the Board of Trade 
of \\ aterloo. His interest in the welfare and uplmildinj^ of city and county 
is that of a public-spirited citizen, but he has hail no time for oflice seeking: or 
pubhc activities of other character to any extent because of the constantly 
increasing professional demands which are being made upon him. 



JAMES E. ROBLNSON. 

James E. Robinson, superintendent of construction, buildings and gFonnds 
of the Iowa State Teachers CoU^e of Cedar Falls, is widely and prominently 
known because of his work in this connection, having erected all but two of the 
present collie buildings. lie was born in Cleveland, Ohio, September 28^ 1858, 

and is a son of Peter S. and Sarali f. (Young) Robinson, the former a native 
of London. England, whence he came to the Unite<l States with his parent^ 
when but hve years of age. the family home being established in .New York city 
.S^bsequently they removed to Cincinnati, Ohio, wlierc Peter S. Robinson was 
reared. There he wedded Sarah J. Y'oung, a native of Kentucky, and soon after 
their marriage they went to CleveUind, Ohio, where they made their home for 
fifteen years. In 1862 they came west to Iowa, locating in Cedar Falls, which 
was then the terminus of the Illinois Central Railroad. Here the father built a 
frame dwelling on Fourteenth and Franklin streets. Directly back of the rcsi 
dence was an old Indian trail where in his boyhood James K. Roljinson saw 
hundreds of Indians pass in a body, i'he father was a carpenter by trade and 
for many years conducted business as a contractor and builder, erecting mati} 
of the homes in Cedar Falls in the early years and thus contributing in laige 
measure to the improvement of the city. He died in August, 1909, at the age 
of eighty-two years, while his widow still survives and yet makes her home in 
Cedar F'alls at the ap^e of ei^dity-three. She is still hale and hearty and refuse* 
to allow anyone to do her housework, insisting that she is able to take care of 
her own home, iicr grandfather lived to the remarkable old age of one hun- 
dred and fifteen years and her mother to the age of one hundred and twelve years, 
the latter dying while kneeling in prayer in church. The family is thus noted for 
longevity and there seems to be no reason why Mrs. Robinson i^uld not survive 
for several years to come. 
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James E. Robinson was educated in the public and bigb schools of Cedar 
I'alls and in early muniiood he learned the carpenter's trade under the direction 
of his father. For fifteen years he worked at his trade as a joumcyinan and 
then engaged in the contracting and building business, which he followed for 
fourteen years. He built the Methodist church of Cedar Falls, the M. N. Day- 
ton home, the residence of M. N. Harris and many other of tht finest homes of 
Cedar Falls. Most of the store buildings of the city have either been erected by 
his father or by himself. For se%cral years he did all of the building of the 
state college and in 1901 he was persuaded by President Sccrley to accept the 
position of superintendent of construction, buildings and grounds, since wliich 
time he has had absolute jtuisdiction over all construction work. The magnifi- 
cent buildii^s erected by him win stand for years as a monument to his skill as 
a builder, and those who know say that he has saved the state many thousands 
of dollars since entering upon his present connection with the school. He is 
familiar with every phase of practical and scientific building and is constantly 
studying and thinking out along the line of his chosen vocation, so that the value 
of his work increases. 

In 1884 Mr. RoblnMn was johied hi wedlock to Miss Martha DaviSp of Rich- 
mond, Indiana, by whom he has three children, as follows: Lilly May, who is 
a graduate of the Iowa State Teachers College and for the past six years has 
been engaged in teaching; Robert Lindsay, who is a student in the dental de- 
partment of the State University of Iowa at Iowa Cily; and Maiy, who is 
attending a training school m Ledar Fallsi' 

Mr. Robinson is a republican, stalwart in support of the principles of the 
party. He holds membership with the Modern Woodmen, and he and his wife 
are members of tiie Presbyterian church. Their many good traits of heart and 
mind have won for them high esteem and warm personal friendships, while the 
business ability of Mr. Robinson has gained him enviable prominence in his 
chosen field. 



ARTHUR I. BUNN. 

Arthur I. Bunn is a partner in the firm of G. W. Bunn & Son, well known 

coal dealers of Waterloo. He was born in Butler county, Iowa, on the 8th of 
Mnrc]i, 1876, and is a son of George W. and Lucy J. (Bass) Bunn. The father 
wa-; born in New Jersey. September 22, 1848. and the mother's birth occurred 
in IHinoi.s on the 13th of October, 1847. The father remained in his native state 
until about his tenth year, when he accompanied his parents on their removal 
to Du Page cotmty, Illinois, and in 1866 th^ went to Butler county, Iowa, 
where Peter Bunn, the grandfather of our subject, spent his remaining days, 
passing away about 1898. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Mary Hum- 
mer, died four years later in W aterloo, having made her home with her son 
George W^ after the death of her husband. 

On attaining his majority (ieorge W lUinn ent^at,'e(l in farming in Butler 
county, devoting his attention to general agricultural pursuits tmtil Novomber, 

1886, when he put aside the work of the fields and took up his abode in Waterloo. 
viL n-ia 
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Imnwdiatety afterward he engaged in the coal business in partnership wttii B. D, 
Smith, under the firm style of Smith & Bunn, which relationship continued for 
three years* at the end of which time Mr. Buim became sole proprietor of the 

' business. He continued alone for twenty-two years, or until 191 1, when he 
admitted his son Artliur to a partnership, at. which time the present Ann name 
of G. \V . Bunn & Son was assumed. 

No event of special importance occurred to vary the loutine of life lor 
Arthur I. Bunn in his boyhood. At the usual <^e he entered the public schools 
and ultimately became a pupil in the West Side high school, from which he was 
graduated with the class of 1893. The following year he entered the drug store 
of J. J. Knapp of Waterloo and took up the study of pharmacy. In 1805 he 
became a student in the pharmaceutical department of the Northwestern Uni- 
versity of Chicago, from which he was graduated in 1^)6. For four years 
thereafter he was idcntiHed with the ilrug business and then joined his father, 
since which time he lias been connected with the coal trade. In lyii he was 
admitted to a partnership and has since been active in the management and 
control of the business, which lias now reached extensive and gratifying pro- 
portions. The firm of G. W. Bunn & Son is among the leading coal dealers 
of the city. 

In T900 was ctU'bralcd the marriage of Arthur I. Bunn and Miss I-i!»ella 
AitktMi, of Cedar I'alLs, Iowa, a (laughter oi W . T. ^f. Aitken, who for several 
ycar.s was city clerk of Cedar Falls but is now living retired. Mr. and Mri. 
Bunn are the parents of three children, Mildred, George and Arthur. 

Mr. Bunn «cercises his right of franchise in support of the men and mea- 
sures of the republican party. His fraternal connections are with Waterloo 
Lodge, No. 105, F. & A. M.: Tabernacle Chapter, No. 52, R. A. ^T. ; Cr^ cent 
Council, No. 16, R. & S. M.; Ascalon Commandery, No. 25, K. I.; El Kahir 
Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S., of Cedar Rapids; and lx)th he and his wile are 
members of the ( )rder of thu b.astcrn .Star. They are likewise members oi 
the First Methodist Episcopal church of Waterloo and Mr. Bunn is connected 
with the Waterloo Board of Trade and the Town Criers Gnb, the latter an 
organisation which has for its prime object the advancement of the city's busi- 
ness affairs and the promotion of its civic intereste. He has spent much of his 
life in this city and has been a cooperant in various measures and movements 
for the general good. He is highly esteemed wherever known and most of all 
where best known. 



SAMUEL MORRELL HOFF. 

Samuel Morrell Hoff was the first marslial of Waterloo and served on tbe 
police force for nine years. He has been connected with many other public posi- 
tions and throughout all the years has been a progressive, pubHr-«pirit( a ciluen 
who has done much to further the welfare and upbuilding of Black iiawk coun^. 

He was bom in Allen township, Union county, Ohio, December 12. 1837. 
His grandfather, William Hoflf, married Rebecca Johnston and folbwed tiie 
occupation of farming in Virginia until his death. He was a soldier in the War 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



331 



of i8i2. His father, Anthony W. Hoff, was horn in Rarber touiU) . \ irginia, 
aiid was married ilierc to Elizabeth Poland. Jrle died in Ohio, after which his 
widow became the wrife of Joshua S. Eaton, and her death also occurred in the 
Buckeye state. To Anthony W. Hoff and his wife were born five children: 
Sarah P., who became the wife of Isaac liroderick and died in Ohio; Rachel J., 
who first married Leonard Lott and after his f?r!!h married James Wallace, 
of Vilh'sca, Iowa; Samuel ^!.; Rebecca Ann, whu bccaine the wife of Edmund 
¥oo\.c ami died in Uhio; and Minerva Jane, who became the wife of James 
Leonard and passed away in Missouri. 

Samuel M. Hoff, whose name introduces this review, was sent to the old- 
fashioned district school in his early youth. His father was a farmer by occu- 
pation but was killed when his son was but five years of age, being murdered 
by a fellow who objected to his giving in evidence which made plain some shady 
transactions carried on by certain grafters. He was just returning on horseback 
from a visit to relative; in Indiana and was <een to enter a strip of woods near 
his home. 1 he horse went home ridcrlos and his body wa>- never recovered. 
He left tive children and. as Stated, Samuel M. Holt was then but live years of 
age. The mother ke]>t the children together for five years and then married 
again, at which time the diildren went to live with their grandfather Hoff. 

Samuel M. Hoff came to Iowa with an older married sister, Mrs. Leonard 
Lott. He was at that time seventeen years of age. The town of Waterloo con- 
tained one himdretl and ei<^d\t houses situatetl on lx)th sides of the river, some 
built ot lo^^•5 and others of slabs, but that year there were sev en brick dwellings 
erected. Me first worked at anything he could tind to do, being employed in a 
Iwickyard, in cutting logs and in rafting on the Cedar river. In these various 
ways he was emplo)-ed up to the time of his marriage, which was celebrated July 
19, 1857, Miss Mary Jane Collins of Waterloo becoming his wife. She was born 
in the state of Massachusetts. July 19, 1839, and was brought to Iowa when 
about eighteen years of age by her j)arents. Joseph and Sarah ( lUarkueH') Col- 
lins. Mr. and .Mrs. Ilotf Ijcijan their domestic life in VV'aterloo, where they livcil 
until after the outbreak of the Civil war, when .Mr. Ifoff. pronii^ted by a sjiirit 
of patriotism, olTercd his services to the government, enlibling on the 13th of 
June, 1861, as a member of Company G, First Iowa Cavalr>', for three years. 
The regimoit was attached to the Trans-Mississippi Department. He was under 
the command of Colonel Warren and General Curtis and jiartioipated in the bat- 
tle of Blackwater. Missouri. December ig, 1861. He look part in variou"; other 
engagements, and at the end of three years received ati honorable discharge at 
Davenport. Iowa, on the Qth of September, 1864, and returned home. He was 
promoted to corjx>ral and later to lirst sergeant. 

His wife bad died on the 29th of February, 1864, leaving a little daughter. 
Sarah Ellen, then two years of age, who was placed in the care of her maternal 
grandfflotiier^ Mrs. Sarah Collins, and it was not until after leaving the army 
when he» returned home, that Mr. HofT first saw his daughter, as her birth 
nrrurrcd after lie ieft for the front. She remembers rlistinctly the Indians com- 
ing to her grandmother's home, for such were pioneer conditions at that time. 
This daughter, Sarah Ellen, was Ixirn in Waterloo, was etlucated in the public 
schools and on the 26th of April, 1877, became the wife of John R. Hostetter, by 
whom she had one child, Guy R., who was bom August 15. 1879. He attended 
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Ihe public schools, learned Uie machinist's trade and has married Amelia I'cier- 
son. Mrs. Hosletter contracted a second marriage with Harry G. Ludden. For 
his second wife Mr. Hoft chose Harriet Malissa Baumgardner, with whom he 
long traveled life's journey most happily. She was a daughter of Jacob Bamn* 

gardner, a farmer, and she died December 26, 1910, in the faith of the Methodist 

Episcopal church, of which she wns a devoted and earnest member. 

Mr. Hoff followed fanning in early manhood but in August. 1808. \va» 
api>ointed to the position of marshal of Waterloo, heing^ the first occupant of 
that position. Much of his life has been devoted to public service. He was 
on the police force for nine years, was street commissioner for two years, was 
deputy sheriff for four years under W. W. E4%inton» and was again marshal 
for five years. For fourteen years he filled the office of assistant city engineer. 
His long continuance in public positions indicates how faithfully and promptly 
he must have dischar'^'^c'd hi> duties else he would not have been continued 
therein. Abraham Lincoln said: You can fool all of the people some of the 
time and some of the people all of the time, but you can't fool all of the people 
all of the time." This is the safeguard of the American public in r^rd to office 
holding. An unwor^y man may obtain a position, but his incapability or 
infidelity will at length come to life and he will receive public censure. That 
.Mr. Hoff was so long in ofBce is an indication of his trustworthiness and ability. 
He has ever been an interested witne*?s of the growth and progress of W'atcrloo. 
which lu" has si-i-ii advaiuc from a liny village of one hundred and eight houses 
to its procnl .size and iniporiancc, and he has been associated with many events 
which have marked its progress and he can relate many interesting incidents of 
the early dny s and of points which feature in the upbuilding of the city. 



C. F. GREEN. 

i'or the past eighteen years C. F. Green has acted a.s general agent of llif 
Aetna Life Insurance Company for the state of Iowa, representing the accident 
and health departments and maintaining oflkes at Nos. 204 and 205 Commercial 
Rank building in Waterloo. His birth occurred at Troy Hills, New Jersey, on 
the 17th of June, 1847, his jiarents being Benjamin C. and Hannah (Righlcr) 
( ireen. who spent their entire lives in Morris county, that state. The father 
operated botli a rinnr mill and sawmill until the time of his retirement from 
active business iiic. family nunibered three sons and two daughters. 

C. I'. Green, the youngest and only surviving member of his father's family, 
attended the schools of his native state in the acquirement of an education. In 
1868, when a young man of twenty-one, he came west to Iowa, arriving at 
Waterloo in June of that year. For one year he remained on a farm with a 
cousin and then went to Princeton, Illinois, while subsequently he removed to 
Walnut, that state, where for a few years he conducted a general store in 
asvoi ialioii with Isaac Kelly. Tn iSj ^ he returned to Black Hawk county, pur- 
chased a farm in i'oyner lownshij) and successfully carried on general agricul- 
tural pursuits until 1877. In December of the latter year he entered the nail 
service, continuing therein until July 26, 1886, when he became identified with 
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the insurance luisincss, with which he has hceii connected continuously to the 
present time. ( )ri the loth oi Jaiuinry, 1897, he was appointeil j,'cncr<il a^ent 
lor ihe Aetna Life Insurance Conn>any and lias since acted tor the same in 
the state of Iowa, bringing the work up to a high stamhrd and proving a 
valued and able representative of the company. He owns considerable resi- 
dence property and resides in a handsome home in Waterloo. 

At Princeton. Illinois, Mr. Green was united in marriage to Miss Louisa A. 
Hunn, a nal!\e oi Peoria. Illinois, and n {htij,'hler of Peter Hunn, who passed 
away hi the I Vairie ^tate. Mr. and Mrs. I .reeii have six children, three ?;ons 
and tliree daughters, as lollowh: 1'. 1-. is engaged ni tlic aulouioLile Ijusmcss at 
Decatur, Illinois; George engaged in the insurance business in association 
with hi& father, is married and has three children, Maxine, Edwin and Louise ; 
C. R. is also associated with his father in the insurance business; Nellie N., a 
hifjh -school graduate, is at home; Susie L. gave her hand in marriage to Floyd 
McRac. i)f Kansas City. Mis.souri : and Mrs. ITannah M. Couch, a widow, 
lives With her lather and has two children. Margaret and George R. 

The religious faith of the family is that (ti the Presbyterian church. Well 
known in the county where he has so long resided, Mr. Green lias won uniiorni 
trust and goodwill by reason of a life which in all of its phases has been straight- 
forward and honorable. 



R. J. HOXIE. 

Waterloo has developed with marveloiui rapidity in the last decade and has 
become an tn^rtant industrial and commercial center. The spirit of progress 
and advancement is rife in its business circles and among the alert, energetic and 

progressive men of Waterloo is numbered R. J. Hoxie, the secretary and man- 
ager of the Waterloo Fruit & Commission Company. His birth occurred in 
Barclay township, Filack Hawk county, on the ist of April, 1879, his jiarents 
being Hiram II and Ruth ( Pierce; Hoxie, both of whom arc natives of central 
New York. 1 hey were married, however, at Mount Carroll, Illinois, while on 
their way to Black Hawk county, Iowa. After reaching his destination Hiram 
B. Hoxie purchased a farm in Darclay township and devoted his energies to gen- 
eral agricultural pursuits for a number of years, remaining upon that property 
until 1888, when he was elected to the office of county sheriff and removed to 
Waterloo, where he has since resided. He contimied to occupy that position 
for four terms, his capability and loNalty, manifest in the prt)inj>t and fearless 
manner in which he discharged his duties, leading to his election again and 
again. Subsequently he became associated with the Waterloo Fruit & Com- 
mission Company as travelmg buyer but during the past two years has lived 
retired, enjoying a rest which he has truly earned and richly deserves. 

R. J. Hoxie spent his boyhood and youth in his native county and supple- 
mented the work of the grammar grades in the public .schools of W aterloo by 
a course in the East high school, from which he was graduateil with the class 
of 1897. Thus qualitied for a business career, he began earning his living the 
following year as an employe of the Chicago Great Western Railroad Company. 
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his ix)sitioti being a minor one. ihc following year he served as night call boy 
for the IlUnois Central Railroad Company and in 1899, on the organization of 
the Waterloo Fruit & Commission Company, he entered its employ and g^dn- 
ally worked his way upward from a humble position to that of secretary and 
general manager of 'the company^ to which he was elected in January* 191 3- 
He now acts in the dual capacity and is directing the interests of one of the 
important commercial enterprises of the city. He is thoroughly acquainted with 
every phase of the business, which he mastered in principle and detail as he 
worked his way upward. I lis adniinislrative direction results in success and 
his executive control has brought about a careful systemization of tlie business 
that results in judicious purchases, profitable sales ami economic management 
of every phase of the business. 

In 1<K)4 Mr. Iloxic was united in miirriage to Miss Ai^n 1 ! \i! ^ of IJur- 
lington, Iowa, by whom he has two children, John A. and R. Hiram. Mr. 
Hoxic is well known in fraternal circles as a member of Waterloo I,od<^e. Xo. 
2()0, A. F. & A. M.. and of the Knights of Pythias lodge. He also belouiis to 
the Waterloo Commercial Club. He and his wife are members of the Congre- 
gational church and thar influence is always on the ude of rig^ and order, 
truth and justice. Mr. Hoxie is also interested in all those public affairs which are 
a matter of civic virtue and civic pride and cooperates in every movemmt for the 
])ublic good, although he has never been an office seeker, preferring to concen- 
trate his efforts rather upon his business affairs. 



C. R. HUTCHESON. 

The position of ( K. Htttcheson in business circles is somewhat uni(|uc in 
that he is president and manager of the Com I'ublishing Company, puhlishin? 
the only com magazine in the world. Moreover, his enviable iKJsition in the rei^ard 
of his fellow townsmen is largely mdicated in the fact that he has been Iionored 
with the presiilency of the Town C riers Club and is now the chief executive of 
that organization. 

Mr. Hutcheson is a native of Cedar county, Iowa, and in the pursuit of his 
education was graduated from the high school at Springdale, after which he 

entered Ames College and completed a course in the agricultural department by 
graduation with the class of 191-' When at Ames he was manager of the col- 
lege publication and tlui> made his initial step tow.ard the work in which he i«= 
now engaged. He came to Waterloo in January, iyi2, and in i)artnership with 
two others established the Com Magazine. Since that time, however, he has 
bought out the interests of his partners and is now conducting the only publica- 
tion of the kind in the world. He is a student of the signs of the times in rela- 
tion to the field covered by the Corn Magazine and he has made his publication 
of great value to those who wish information along that line. Moreover, he is 
the president of the Hutcheson Realty Company, which owns and controls con- 
siderable pro])ert\ . TTe i*; a man of determined purpose, carrying forward lo 
successful complcliun whatever he undertakes. His plans are carefully formu- 
lated and promptly executed and he possesses enlightened and broad-minded 
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views, lie recognizes specific needs along the distinctive line chosen tor his 
life work and his has been an active career, in which he has accomplished 
important and far-reaching results. 

Mr. Hutcheson is a ocmtributing factor to the growth, development and 
progress of his city as is indicated in the fact that he is a member of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce and also of the Commerctal Club and Board of Trade and 
cooperates heartily in the plans and projects put forth by those organizations 
for the benefit and upbuilding of the city and the extension of its business con- 
nections. He is likewise a member of the Waterloo Club and of the Town 
Criers Club, of which he is now the president. One who knows him well, 
speaking of him in the common parknce of the day said* "He is a live wire. 
What he attempts he will do and the doing is usually of significance to the city." 



A. T. WHITTLE. 

A. T. Whittle is engaged in llic real-esiale and insurance business m W aierloo. 
In former years he was identified with agricultttral interests in Benton county 
but has retired from tiie work of the farm to concentrate his eneigies upon the 
business that now claims attention. New England claims him as a native 
son, his birth havitig occurred in York, Maine, in 1868. He spent a portion of 
his youth in that section of the country and in 1883, when fifteen years of age, 
ict't tlic Fine I ree state for the middle west, settling first ujx)n a farm near 
\ intoii, Iowa. From that time forward until a [jeriod of two decades had been 
covered he was engaged in general agricultural pursuits and became the owner 
of a farm in Benton county, which he cultivated and improved until 1904, when 
he sold his land and removed to Waterloo, where he has since operated in the 
field of real estate and insurance. He confines his attention largely to specu- 
lative building, erecting dwelling'- for sale. He has tlnis buiU and sold forty- 
five difTercnt residences in three yt-ars and has added much to the dcvclopniotu 
and improvement of the city. He aludics ihc ciuestion of building from the 
Standpoints of comfort, utility and beauty, and in his operations he has enhanced 
the fine appearance of the city through the class of buildings which he has erected. 
He also handles farm land beside city property and at all times he is the owner 
of much valuable acreage as well as a number of residences. His own home is 
one of the attractive places of Waterloo, pleasantly situated at the comer of 
Eleventh and Hawthorne streets. 

In 1889 Mr. Whittle was unitefl in marriage to Miss Ix)uic E. Williamson, 
a native of HarrisUurg, Indiana, an<l a daughter of Daniel Williamson. She 
came to Iowa with her parents in 1870. To Mr. and Mrs. Whittle have been 
bom nine children. Harold P., who was bom in 1891, is a graduate of the 
Northwestern University of Chicago and is now assistant industrial promoter 
of the Association of Commerce of Chicago. Gladys is also a graduate of the 
Northwestern University and is now principal of the school of Coggon, Iowa, 
where she is teaching I^tin and German. Glenn C. is a student in the North- 
western University. Lucile is attending school and expects to graduate from 
the high school of Waterloo with the class of 1915. Elizabeth, Doris, A. T., Jr., 
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and Helen are all pupils in the graded schools of Waterloo, and Darlyne Bryan 
completea the family. 

Mr. Whittle and his family are of the United Brethren faith, holding meni' 
bershi]) in the church in Waterioo. Fraternally he is connected with the Masons 
and ( )<1(1 Fellows and has pn^-c l tlirou^h all the chairs in both orjrani'^ation';. 
llis political allegiance is given the denKjcratic party, and he i> .in active worker 
in its ranks, doing all in his power to further its growth and extend its intiuetice, 
yet never seeking nor desiring public office. His has been an active and useful 
life and in the years of his residence in Blade Hawk county he has won many 
friends who esteem him highly for his sterling personal worth. 



JAMES T. CANNON. 

James T. Cannon is engaged in the real-estate Ini^ness at Waterloo and 
transacts a large volume of business each year. He was bom at Chester, Iowa, 
on the 9th of August, 1874, a son of James and Ehza (Noonan) Cannon. His 
maternal grandmother lived to the very remarkable age of one hundred and 
eight years and his maternal grandfather lived to be eighty-five years old. Both 
Air. and Mrs. Jatnes C annon were born in County Clare, Ireland. Itut w ere 
married in this county. The former emigrated to America when seventeen years 
of age and located in Wisconsin, where he was employed upon the rivers, but 
subsequently emigrated to Iowa. In 1874 he went to Howard county, this state, 
and purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land, upon which he made his 
home until about i805. He then removed to Cresco, Iowa, and is now living 
there, enjoying well deserved leisure, as he has retired from active business life. 
He is cicfhty yenrs of age and his wife, who also survives, is seventy year? old. 
They became the j)arents of twelve children: Harry, a physician and suri,'con of 
St„ Paul, Minnesota ; Edward, who is cliief counsel lor the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company in the state of Washington and resides in Spokane; Mary» 
the wife of M. A. Montague, who is engaged in the real-estate business in Rice* 
ville, Iowa; Lydia. the wife of P. M. Daley, who is employed by the govern* 
ment at Washington. D. C; John, who is assistant counsel for the Northern 
Pacific Railroad and resides at Spokane; Margaret, the wife of F. J. O'Rourke, 
a newspaper etHtor of K nek ford. Illinois; (leor^e. who is general agent for a 
life insurance company and resides in Spokane; James T., of this review; .Mar- 
cella, the wife of Thomas Garrity, who resides in Valdez, Alaska, where he is 
serving as deputy United States marshal and also engaged in mining; Theresa, 
a puUic-schooi nurse residing at St. Paul, Minnesota; Katherine, who is at 
home with her parents ; and Michael, the ninth in order of birth, who died at 
the age of fourteen months. 

James T. Cannon liad hut niea^'er educational opportunities, but hi? native 
intcUigence and habit of close observation have enabled him to acquire a good 
general knowledge. He remained upon the farm with his father until he 
attained his majority and then went west, being employed in 1 smelter in Ana- 
conda, Montana, until 1898. He then enlisted in Company K, First Montana 
Infantry, for service in the Spanish^American war and was with the colors in 
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the rhili[ i lines. After hv\n^ m the army for eighteen moiuh«» he vvns mustered 
out at San Francisco and then went ujxjn the road as a travehng sale&nian with 
headquarters at Chicago. 

After spending about six years in that way Mr. Cannon entered the life 
insurance field. Me came to Waterloo in 1910 and engaged in the real^estate 
business. He had previously spent three years with large real estate concerns 
in the northwest, and this experience has proved of great value to him. He is 
manager of the James T. Cannon Land Lompany, which handles local lands, 
and realty in others parts of Iowa and in Minnesota and Dakota. He is an 
excellent judge of the value of a tract of land and as his business methods are 
up-to-date and efficient he derives a handsome income from his operaticms in 
real estate. He is also manager of a branch office of the Iowa Serum Company 
and devotes much time to his work in that connection. 

Mr. Cannon was reared in the faith of the Roman Catholic church and has 
never departr rl efrom. In pohtics he is a democrat. He has fouiul the 
real-estate husjiu - confjenial and well adapted to liis talents and has been very 
successful in that iinc of activity. His integrity has never been (juestioned and 
his personal friends are many. 



LOUIS J. LAURITZEN. 

Louis J. I-auritzen is president of liie Lauritzen Construction Company, 
Incorporated, and of Lauritzen & Wasson, Incorporated, building contractors 
of Waterioo. His is the record of a strenuous life— the record of a strong 
individuality, sure of itself, stable in purpose, quick in perception, swift in 
decision and energetic and persistent in action. 

A native of Denmark, Mr. Lauritzen was born on the 8th of September, 
1867. and h a son of .Anders and Johane ( Johansen) Lauritzen. Ixjlh of whom 
<lied in Denniari<, In the public sc1uk)1s of his native country the son aeciuired 
his education and in 1886, when nineteen years of age, hade ailieu tu friends 
and native land and saited for the new world. He made his way first to Man- 
kato, Minnesota. He had previously learned something of the bricklayer's 
trade under the direction of his father, who, however, desired his son to become 
a farmer; but the work of tilling the sod was not congenial to him and after 
arriving!; in Ainenca he took up the bricklayer's trade, finding employment with 
Thomas Ru.sscll, in whose ser\icc he remained for three years. Subseciuently 
lie continued work at the brick-mason's trade in Minnesota and Wisconsin until 
1894, when, in, company with his brother John, he engaged in the contracting 
business for himself at Fergus Falls, Minnesota, as a member of the firm of 
Lauritzen Brothers. 

In 1904 he came to Waterlc > ! the partnership between the two brothers 
was continued for two years tliereatter. In Kjof^, however, their business con- 
nection was dissolved and Louis J. Lauritzen conducted his interests inde- 
pendently for live years. In joit be entered into partnership with Charles Was- 
son and the firm of Lauritzen ^ Wasson was incorporated, with Mr. Lauritzen 
as president of the company. In May, 19 14, he was the organizer of the I^urit* 
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7cn Lonstructioii Loinpany, of which he was also made j)resident. Tlic two 
corporations are separate and distinct and both arc operative, conducting good 
business. Mr. Lauiitzen decided to locate in Waterloo through recdving the 
contract for the building of the postoffice in this city. After the conq>Ietioii of 
this important contract he saw a future for himsdf in his field of labor here 
and determined to make Waterloo his permanent abode. Since that time many 
buildinjjs have been orected liv him independently or as a memb'-r of fhe two 
companies with which he is now associated. These include the John Fisk school, 
the McKinley school, the Emerson school, the Home Tark school, the Congre- 
gational church, the First Methodist Episcopal church, the Grace Methodist 
EiMscopal church, whidi is the finest and largest church edifice in the state, the 
Hildebrandt flats and the Goodrich flats. He also built two infirmary hospitals 
for the state, one at Independence and one at Cherokee, Iowa, the First Meth- 
odist Episcopal church at Muscatine, tlie Central Presbyterian church at Rf>ck 
Island, Illinois, the L'nited Presbyterian ehiirch at Winfield. Iowa, the United 
Presbyterian church at Tmer. the hipjh scliool at Manchester, the O'Brien 
County Home at Trinigliar, and at the present time the Lauritzen Construction 
Company is building the Rose Hill sdiool in Waterloo and the high school 
butldii^ at Colesburg, Iowa. No further evidence need be given of the fact 
that Mr. I^uritcen stands as one of the leading contractors in his section of 
the state, so many and important have been the contracts which have been 
awarded him. 

In 1891, at I'Vrj^ns Falls. Mitmesota, Mr. Lauritzen was joined in wwllock 
to Miss Marie Hanson, who is a native of Schleswig-Holstein, and came to the 
United States in 1888. They now have three daughters, namely. Maime» 
Agnes and Gcorgie. 

Fraternally Mr. Lauritzen is identified with the following organizations: 
W aterloo Lodge. Xo. 105. A. F. S: A. M. ; Fergus Falls Chapter, R. A. M. ; and 
Helmet I.o(lL,a\ Xo. S*). K P., of Waterloo. Mrs. I^iurit/en is a member of the 
Christian Science church Mr. Uiuritzcn exercises his ri^jht of franchise in 
support of the men and measures of the republican party, but while lie keeps 
well informed on the questions and issues of the day and is ever ready to sup- 
port his position by intelligent argument, he does not seek nor desire office. 
His business affairs make full demand upon his time and energies, and he has 
made steady advancement, becoming a jmrniinent figure in industrial circles yet 
without allowing personal interest or ambition to dwarf his public spirit or 
activities. 



W. E. ROBINSON. 

W. E. Robinson is secretary and treasurer of the Head ford Brother^ 
Hitchins P'oundry Company of \\'aterloo. Tie became connected with this com- 
pany when a lad of but fifteen years and throughout the intervening period to 
the present time has pfradually advanced until he has reached his present posi- 
tion. He was born m Dubuque, Iowa, in 1883 andipursued a public-school edu* 
cation to the age of fifteen years, when he entered the employ of the Headfonl 
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Brothers & Hitchins Foundry Company at Dubuque. He has continued with 
the business for sixteen years and gradually has worked his way upward, 
advancement coating to him m recognition of his diligence, his determination 
and his sterling worth. For the past year he has been secretary and treasurer 
of the company and therefore has voice in its management and in shaping and 
directing its policy. In 1903 the plant was removed from Dubuque to Waterloo, 
where the business has since been continued. The foundry is well equipped with 
modern machinery and the output is most marketable, finding a ready sale by 
reason uf the durability and excellence of the manufactured articles. 

Ill uxxj Mr. Robinson was married to Miss Maude Brunk, of Des Moines, 
aiui they have two children, \\ illiani Charles and Mary Elizabeth. The parents 
are members of the Central Christian church and Mr. Robinson is serving on 
the c^licial board. He is a third degree Mason and in his life exemplifies the 
spirit of the craft and the teachings of the church, for he is ever byal to the 
cause which he espouses. He is yet a young man but has already attained a 
l>osition that many a one of twice his years might well envy and liis salient 
characteristics are such as to make it an easy matter to prophesy further advance^ 
nient in the future. 



HARRY KRENSKY. 

Harry Krensky, engaged in the grocer) business at Waterloo, was bom in 
the town of Anstrine. Russia, May 25, 1874. He there attended school and 
when but a boy iicgan lo earn his own living. His father was a hotel keeper. 
The son left school at the age of fourteen and when si.xteen years of age came 
to the United States with the intention of building up a business and assisting 
his parents at home. He sailed from Hamburg on the steamship Hannah and 
landed at New York, whence he went to Tioston. There he found work as a 
clerk in the store of his uncle, R. Kroisky. clerking without pay for a year and 
afterward receiving ten dollars per year. T.ater he drove a wagon for one year 
and at the end of that period bought a grocery store, which he conducted for a 
year. He then sold out and seenred employment in a tin shop. Still later he 
worked in a tailor shop, making ladies' waists, and in order to get along he 
shined shoes and did anything that would bring him in an honest dollar. He 
afterward engaged in bottling pop and in this way and that he struggled on, 
trying to gain a financial foothold. About that time his father came to the new 
world and with him Mr. Krensky went to New York, where he began clerking 
in a grocery store for five dollars per week, sleeping behind the counter. He 
workcfl his way upward until he was given a salary of ten dollars per week and. ■ 
saving his earnings, he purchased a grocery store and also ran a bakery wagon, 
making as high as fifty dollars per week. He spent tiiree years on tiie wagon 
and afterward entered the employ of the Fleisdimann Yeast Company, represent- 
ing that concern as a .salesman at a salary of twenty-live dollars per week. Still 
later he la'as employed in the wholesale grocery house of Francis H. Leggett as 
manager, continuing in that position for a year and a half. He was next con- 
nected with the Jersey Model Baking Company of Hoboken, New York. 
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On the 13th ol September, 1903, in New York, Mr. Krensky was married to 
-Miss Jttlia Rubenowich, a daughter of Samuel Rttbenowich. She was bom in 
Gradnow, Russia, and came to the United States with her sister Mayme, who is 
now the wife o£ Morris Rosenbloom, who was bom in Webiey, Russia, Febru- 
ary 15, 1884, and when seven years of age was brought across the Atlantic to 
Hoston. whcie he attended school. He afterward followed varimi« employ- 
ments and in February, 1910, came to Waterloo, where he has .since t)efn in 
the employ of Mr. Krejisky. To Mr. and Mrs. Kubenowich have been boru 
three children. Mr. and Mrs. Krensky have become the parents of four cWt* 
dren, Jennie, Esther, Isadore and Annie. 

At the time of Mr. Krensky 's marriage his wife assisted him to the extent 
of two hundred and fifty dollars, which he wisely invested. Leaving Hobokeii. 
he purchased a store at No. 420 Willis aventie, Xew York, and conducted it 
for three years. He then came to Waterloo, having sold his store, which broufrht 
him a profit of four hundred dollar^. When he came to Waterloo he had one 
thousand dollars and this he invested in a slock of groceries, opening his present 
store. He has since conducted a growing and profitable business, and he has a 
livery and sales stable in connection therewith. He likewise owns properly 
and as the years have gone by he has met with substantial and gratifying success, 
so directing his efforts that he is now numbered among the substantial merchants 
of the city. 

Mr. Krensky is a member of tlie Jewi-h cliiuxh and also has membership 
in the Order Brith Abraham. His political allegiance is given to the republican 
party, and he keeps well informed on tlie questions and issues of the day, so 
that he is able to support his position by intell^ent argument. He deserves 
much credit for what he has accomplished, for he has been dependent entirely 
upon his own resources, working his way upward through persistent and inde- 
faiigahlc energy, seeking the assistance of no one and depending entirely upon 
his owD labors for the position to which he has attained. 



GEORGE TUTHILL. 

George Tuthill is the proprietor of the Cedarcroft Farm, an attractive and 
valual>le property' situated on section 36, Washington township. There he car- 
ries on general farming and stock-raising and he was also a pioneer nurserjman 
of the county, having established a nursery which he conducted two or three 
years before the outbreak of tlie Qvil war. He is now one of the venerable 
citizens of this section of the state, having passed the eighty-second milestone 
on life's journey. He was born in 1832, near Scranton, Pennsylvania, his par- 
ents being Nathaniel and Fannie (Smith) Tuthill, both of whom were natives 
of Orange county. New York Tn 1827 Nathaniel Tuthill removed to Pennsyl- 
vania and resided there for thirty years, after which he went to western New 
York, passing away at King Ferry, Cayuga county, that state, when eight)' years 
of age. To him and his wife were bom eight children, of whom six have passed 
away, the others bdng George, of this review, and Mrs. Fannie Chaser whose 
home is in Albany, Oregon. 



. Kj ^ .d by GoogI 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



341 



George Tuthill spent the clays of his boyhood and youth under the parental 
roof and acquired a public-school education. He came to Iowa in 1855 and to 
Black Hawk county in 1856 and following the outbreak of the Civil war enlisted 
for service as a member of Company K, Third Iowa Infantry. He went to 
the front and wa;? with his command for three and a half years, participating in 
a number of hody contested engagements which led up to the final victory that 
crowned the Union anns. After his discharge he made his way back home and 
settled upon the farm which he had purchased previous to the war, having 
owned it since i860. He then discontinued the nursery business, for his nursery 
stock had been larp^ely destroyed duriti^ the time which he spent at the front in 
defense of the I'nion. After bis return be concentrated his encrp^ics upon farm- 
ing and stock-raising and his labors have been attended with gratifying results. 
He has iminpoved and devdoped two hundred acres of land utuated on section 
36, Washington township, Black Hawk county, and eighty acres in Bremer 
county. The tract was wild prairie when it came into his possession but his 
labors have wrought a marked transformation and the land toda\ constitutes 
<me of tbe bigldy ctdtivated properties of Washington township. He is also 
the owner of city real estate in Cedar Falls, having made judicious investments 
in propel ty there. lie also located two of ins sons in Kossuth county upon a 
half section of land which is now owned by his son, Edgar F. Tuthill. 

It was in 1857 that Mr. Tuthill was united in marriage to Miss Qiristina 
Anderson, who was bom in Canada and was of Scotch parentage. They had 
a family of three sons: George, who is now living in Pasadena, California, and 
is connected with the United States mail service ; Edgar F., who is Uving in 
Kossuth county, Iowa, where he owns a farm of four hundred and eighty acres 
of valuable land ; and Fred, who is operating the old homestead. 

Mr. Tuthill is liberal in his poiuical views. He served for three yearns as a 
member of the boarfl of county supervisors, in which connection he discharged 
his duties widi promptness and fidelity. He has never been n^lectful of the 
duties of citizenship and his cooperation has proven an element in the work of 
advancement along lines contributing to the general welfare. He holds mem- 
l>ership with the Grand Army of the Republic and has ever been as true and 
loyal to his country as when he wore the nation's blue uniform upon the battle- 
fields of the south. At the age of eighty-twu years he is living practically 
retired, yet he keeps in touch with the work of the farm and the questions of 
the day and he enjoys the respect, confidence and good-will of all who know him. 
Many changes have occurred since he came to the county and he is classed with 
those who have brought about the present agricultural devdopment of this 
secticm of the state. 



WILLIAM F. NATION. 

William F. Nation, a retired farmer living in Waterloo, is a native lowan 
and an old soldier. Moreover, he has had vast and wide experience, having 
s|>ent a long time in the saddle as a cowboy, while in Colorado and Wbraska in 
frontier days he was a member of the band of vigilantes formed to crush out the 
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crime iliat was then rampant. lie was bom upon a farm in Center Point lowu- 
ship, Benton county, Iowa, August 23, 1844. His father, Jod Nation, a native 
of Vii;ginia, died in Benton county. His mother bore the maiden name of Mary 
A. Gritten, and her father was one of the soldiers of the American anny in the 

Revolutionary war. 

William F. Xation was Iwrn on tlie bank< of tlir C\il;ir riviT nnd the locrikiy 
is very dear to him, tor he lias spent the greater pari ut h\> life aloiii; thai beau- 
tiful stream. In early manhood he went to tlic west and he saw ihe hard lite 
with all of its roughness and its crime when horse thieves and bandits inai^- 
urated a reign of terror. His birth occurred on the deadline between the white 
and the red men and in his early childhood he saw fifty Indians to one white 
settler. His opportunities for an educhtion weie only such as could be secured 
in the little old sehoolhouse with its hewed log benches. His father died when 
\V illiani r . Nation was but live years of ajE^c and the mother, left with a lainily 
of three children, kepi the little ones logelher for a year or >-<v. On one occa- 
sion the Indians manifested such hostility that in ibc night, with her three 
children, she fled to a neighbor's, going two and a half miles through the snow. 
The father had taken up one hundred and sixty acres of land before his death 
and upon that claim the mother lived and strove to bring up her famil) . \\ hen 
William was seven years of age she removed to a farm at Center Point and an 
older brother then bcj^an workinfj out, but William F. wa<^ still so small that 
he could do little. The first year that he worked he received oiu- lunidred bushels 
of corn in compensation for his service. The following year ne was cinployeci 
at eight dollars per month. His wages were increased as he grew older and more 
eflfictent, but there were many years in which the family struggled hard for a 
living. The mother ^ed out their scanty income by doing washing for the 
neighbors. Later, however, she became the wife of Gabriel Sayer, and about 
that time William I". Xation left home anfl worked for others. After his sister 
married he worked for his hrother-in-law. 

Following the outbreak of the Civil war he enlisted in September. i8<>i. 
when a youth of eighteen, as a member of Company F, One Plundred and Second 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, with which he served for nine months. He was 
taken prisoner at Bowling Green, Kentucky, but was paroled at the end of three 
days by Captain George H. Ward, who said he would rather fight than feed 
the Union men. He started them for the Ohio river and finally Mr '*'':itton 
reached Springfield, Illinois, where he reported to his officer, showjn;,^ liiiii hi< 
parole papers. The officer wished to put him on garrison duty until the close 
of the war, but Mr. Nation said: "Xo! Shoot jne or send me to my regiment." 
He finally skipped out and made his way to the depot. A lieutenant tokl him 
to try to enlist in the cavalry, which he did. He was sent to Peoria, but owing 
to the fact that he was out on parole, could not serve and returned home. He 
found his mother in destitute circumstances. Before he went to the war he 
gave her hi^ two cows and a yearling heifer, which was all the live stock he 
had. Upon his return he went to work in the woods, inn his spirit of jwitriotisni 
would not allow him to remain contentedly at home and in the fall of i8(>2 he 
came to Waterloo and enlisted in Company G, Ninth Iowa Cavalry, serving for 
two years under Captain Montague, llie regiment was attached to the Western 
Department of the Seventh Army Corps under General Steele. Mr. Nation 
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enlisted ai tiuL uuic under the name of William I'ranklin, for on account of 
hts parole he could not enUst under his own name. 

At the close of the war Mr. Nation went on horseback with three others to 

Falls City, Nebraska, and ranged all through that country. On reaching Falls 
City he spent liis last fifty cents for a dinner. He told the landlord of finan- 
cial straits, however, and was allowed to remain rtt the hotel until he could get 
work. He was first employed to conduct a saloon for a proprietor who wri?; <5irk 
and went away. Afterward he did any work that he could secure. While in 
the sakKm he was made a member of the vigilance committee for runnii^ down 
bandits^ horse tiiieves and other lawbreakers who terrorized the country. His 
partner in this work was a half-breed Indian, Henry Boyer, and the first cap- 
ture made was one of their own company. Tliere were many exciting incidents 
and episodes connected with this service in the west an<l tliLrc arc few who have 
n more vivid picture of life in those strenuous times than has been imprinted 
uix>n the memory of Mr. Nation. 

On Christmas day of 1867, at Toddville, Linn county, Iowa, Mr. Nation 
was united in marriage to Miss Henrietta Newman, a daughter of Perty and 
Elizabeth Newman. They established their home in the following spring upon 
a little farm near Toddville and after three years removed to another farm in 
the same locality. A year later Mr. Nation returned with his family to Benton 
county and for a year rented a farm. Tie afterward lived in Tama county, 
residing in Geneseo township and later in Buckingham township for four years. 
At length he sold his farm and removed to Waterloo. 

While living upon the farm in 1876, Mr. Natimi lost hts first wife and in 
1877 married again, hts second union beti^ with Miss Sara A. Bowers. Follow- 
ing her death he wedded Eva S. Parsons. There were three children by his 
first marriage, one of whom is deceased, tin- others being: Ora» living in Cedar 
Rapids; and Oma in Tama county. The children of the second marriage are: 
Ernie, of Tama county; Olive, the deceased wife of John McBridc; Walter, 
living in Tama county; Mamie, the wife of Henry Henning; William, of Cedar 
Rapids; Sadie, the wife of Ray Bowers, of La Porte City, Iowa; Pearl, the 
wife of Joseph Ferris, of South Dakota; and Jesse, living in Tama county. 

Mr. Nation has had an eventful life, filled with many interesting and some- 
times exciting experiences, and is thoroughly familiar with the development of 
the west and its tipl)iiildin^. Whatever success he has achieved is r'ttrihutalile 
entirely to his ^^vn labors, ami he has so directed his business affairs tliat he 
IS now the possessor of a comfortable competence. 



A, J. KNAPP. 

A. J. Knapp, conducting a substantial hn.Mness under the name of the \\ ater- 
ioo Monument Company, was born in Haverhill, New Hampshire, January 2, 
1877, a son of Frank H. and Mary E. (Tarleton) Knapp, both of whom were 
also natives of Haverhill. The father devoted his life to farming and died at 
the place of hts nativity in 191 1, but the mother still survives. 
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A. J. Knapp was educated in the public schools and at the Haverhill Aca- 
demy, and following llie completion of his course in that institntion he tocdc up 
die study of pharmacy, serving an af^renticeship at the druggist's trade. After 

a time, however, he abandoned the drug business and engaged in the granite 
business, purchasing an interest in the Carswell, Wetmore Granite Company of 
llarrc. V ermont, acting as sales manager He was also for a time identified 
with a wholesale jjranite firm in Boston and spent one year with M. H. Rice 
of Kansas Lily, alter which he returned to Oarre, V ermont. That year was 
largely devoted to the work of rounding out h» training and experience in the 
retail monument business, as Mr. Rice was then known as the foremost monu- 
ment builder, judged from an artistic standpoint, west of the Mississippi river. 
In 1912 Mr. Knapp came to Waterloo and established his pres«it business, which 
has been developed into one of the important industrial enterprises of the city. 
His [latronage has steadily grown, and the work of his establishment is now 
found in many of the leading cemeteries of this section of the state. 

In July, 1907, Mr. Knapp was united in marriage to Miss Matilda Rimbach, 
of Boston, Massachusetts, ty whom he has one child, Dorothy C. Mr. Knapp 
bekmgs to Helmet Lodge, No. 89, K. P., and to the Waterloo Commercial Gub 
and Board of Trade. His religious faith is indicated in his membership in 
the I'niversalist church and his political l)elief in his adherence to the repub- 
lican i)arty. While he has been a resident of Waterloo for only a brief period, 
he is regarded as one of its representative business men, for energy and enter- 
prise are quickly recognized. Since his school days were over his lite has been 
one of intense and well directed actixiQr in the business world and, advandng 
step by step, he is now occupying an important place and enjoying an enviable 
reputation in the trade circles of one of the most alive and growing cities of 
the middle west. 



A. S. HANSEN, M. D. 

Dr. A. S. Hansen, a specialist in the treatment of the eye, ear, nose and 
throat at t edar Falls, was horn in Denmark on the 5th of April, 1859, a son of 
Hans Hansen, who came to the Lnited States in 1873. He made his way to 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, where resided some of his sons, who had preceded him 
to this country and had become prominent in the business life of that city. The 
father's death there occurred in the early '90s. 

Dr. Hansen was fourteen years of age when he crossed the Atlantic to the 
new world. He had attended the government schools of his native country and 
continued his education in the pnWic schools of Kenosha. At the age of eighteen 
he returned to Denmark, where he completed his education, spending some 
time as a student m Copenhageti and in a private college, from which he was 
graduated on the completion of a course in missionary work. He returned to 
the United States in 1883 and took up missionary work among die Danish pcch 
pie of this country, being pastor of the Danish Lutheran church at Cedar Falls 
for two years. 
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While making preparation £or work in the mission held Dr. Hansen also 
studied medicine to sonic extent and in 1890 he became a student in tiie homeo- 
pathic department of the Iowa State University, from which he was graduated 
with the class of 1893. He then located for practice in Cedar Falls and in the 
intervening years he has done special work in Chicago whereby he has become 
qualified for the department of practice in which he now specializes. Tn 1902 
he took post-graduate work at the New York Post-Graduate Medical School and 
at the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary. Tn 1903 he went to Europe and 
pursued special work in Vienna on Uie eye, ear, nose and throat, lie visited 
clinics in various European cities and informed himself concerning the methods 
of some of the most eminent physicians and surgeons of the old worlds particu- 
larly in the line of his chosen specialty. In the late fall of 1903 he returned to 
Cedar Falls and is today one of the eminent ^Mdalists of Black Hawk county, 
conducting; a fjeneral office practice a<; an oculist, aurist and laryngolo^nst. He 
has expert knowltdi^t' of liis profession and hi.s ability is widely recognized not 
only by the laity but also by fellow practitioners. 

In 1884 Dr. Hansen was married to Miss Marie Soelbeck, and to them have 
been bom four children, Laurentza, Hans, Thorvald and Ernest. The parents 
are members of the Danish Lutheran church and Dr. Hansen is connected with 
the Conrnierdal Gub, cooperating in all of its plans and movements for further- 
ing public progress and improvement. Fraternally he is connected with Black 
Hawk I.odp^e, N'o. 65, A. I*. 6c A. M., the Modern Woodmen of America and 
the Ancient Order of United Workmen, while along strictly professional lines 
his nicmbcrship is with the Black iiuwk County Medical Society, the Austin 
Flint Medical Society, the Iowa State Medical Society and the American Med- 
ical Association. His broad reading keeps him thoroughly informed concerning 
the progress of the profession, particularly in his chosen field of practice, and 
his ability has gained him prominence in that connection. 



WILLIAM F. BAUM. 

Herding cattle on the prairies at the age of nine years, William F. Baum 
is now a partner in the Iowa Cast Aluminum Company of \\'aterloo, in 
\vhi( h connection he is active in the control and ownership ot an iin])ortanl and 
growing industry. He was born l ehruary 9, 1867, in the city in which he still 
makes his home, his parents being John and Angeline (George) Baum. The 
father was bom in Pennsylvania in December, 1833. while the mother was a 
native of Massachusetts. In early life the former was a shoemaker and after 
working at the trade for a time spent a number of years upon the road engaged 
in selling hardware specialties In the year 1855 he arrived in Waterloo, winch 
was then a small (oven, givin.^ cvidencr of little conniiercial or industrial impor- 
tance. His remaining days were here passed and throughout the intervening 
period of thirty years to the time of his death, which occurred in December, 
1885, he enjoyed the respect and goodwill of all with whom he was associated. 
His widow still resides in Waterloo and they were the parents of nine children. 
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William F. Baum, who was the third in order of birth, attended the schook 
of Waterloo and such was the primitive condition here at the time that the 
'iittle temple of learning*' in which he pursued his studies was a log building. 

At that time his parents resided upon a farm. He was only about nine years 
of ape when he began herding cattle and with the money thus earned he pur- 
chased his first regular suit of clotlic^, his ^Mitnents havinjj hitherto been made 
by his niotlier. He worked for others for a number of years in various ways, 
was employed for a time by a manufacturing company and also occupied a 
position with the Waterloo Motor Works* continuing with the latter oiganiiatioii 
until about 1904, when he formed a partnership with W. W. Kauffer and estab- 
lished the Waterloo Brass Foundry. This partnership cxistt 1 until n^oj, when 
Mr. liaum took over the interest of his partner anrl rniuhicle<i the business 
alur.c itntrl October 10. 1913, whtti he sold the plant, name an<i goodwill He 
then organized the Iowa Cast Aluminum Company in eonncetion with W . W. 
KaulYer and A. A, Young, He owns a controlling interest in ihc company, 
which manufactures aluminum cooking utensils and does cast aluminum jobbing 
work. Already the business has become an important and profitable industr)' 
and the trade is steadily and rapidly growing. Mr. I'aum is also a stockholder 
in various other local manufacturing concerns and is regarded as one oi the 
enterprising, progressive and valuable business men of the city. 

In January. i8<>4, occurrcil the marriajje of Mr. Baum and Miss Rose ScHgor. 
who was bom in Austria, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wendolin Sehger, who 
came to America widi their family, settling at Cedar Falls. Later they resided 
for a time upon a farm but afterwards returned to Cedar Falls. The father 
was a dioemaker as well as an agriculturist and he passed away about 1904 in 
Cedar Falls* where his widow still resides. Mr. and Mrs. Baum have one 
child, T.easa, now attending the hi)^h school. 

Mr. r.auni holds membership m the Independent Order of Odd l*ellow? and 
in his pohtical views is a democrat, but the honors and emoluments «if office 
have had no attraction for him, as he has always preferred to devote his atten- 
tion to his business affairs. In the latter connection his advancement has been 
continuous and it has been by reason of his willingness to work, his untiring 
industry and diligence and his perseverance that he has gained the substantial 
measure of success which he now enjoys. 



F. O. HITCHINS. 

Among the important industrial enterprises of Waterloo is that of the Head- 
ford Brothers & Hitchins l^oundry Company, of which F. O. Hitchins is vice 
prcsidetit. Fhc business has been conducted in Black TTawk county since 1903 
and through the intervtnin*^ years has steadily f^rown and developed. It was 
originally a Dubuque enier|»risc anil it was in tiiat city that F. O. Hitchins was 
born and reared, his natal day being March 9, 1865. He was educated in the 
schools of Dubuque and in 1881, when sixteen years of age, entered the empby 
of tiie Iowa Iron Works at Dubuque, there learning the foundry trade. Gradu- 
ally he worked his way upward, winning promotion from time to time until 
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after eleven years' connection with that line of business he became in 1892 one 
of the ori^nizers of the Headford Brothers &. Hitchins Foundry Company of 
Dubuque. 

The business was there conducted for eleven years and in November, 1903, 
the plant wa^ removed to Waterloo, where during the preceding summer the 
firm had erected a fine cement block building one hundred and twenty by three 
hundred feet on Westfield avenue, where ihey have since been located. In 191 1 
they j^rcatly enlarged the scope of their business through the erection of a plant 
on \ avif^han street one hunHred and ten by four hundred and hfty feet. 
They ('ini)loy rme hundre<l and ivn men in the plant on \\'e«;ttiel<l avenue and 
alxiut one hundred and tiity iii the plant on \ aughan street. Their business has 
thus become one of extensive proportions and their manufactured products find 
a ready sale on the market. The firm has gained a well earned reputation for 
reliability as well as enterprise and from the beginning«they have shown in the 
condtn-t of their business that they realize the fact that satisfied patrons are the 
best advertisement. 

In 1892 Mr Hitchins was united in niarriaf^e to Miss Miniiir IJroadhiirst. of 
Dubuque, and to them have been born two chikiren, derriltla Marie and Owen 
Stanhope. If one analyzes the life record of Mr. Hitchins it is evident that 
earnest, persistent effort has been the basis of his advancement and growing 
success. Starting out in the business world at the comparatively early age of 
sixteen years, he recojjnized the fact that industry is the basis of all worthy 
ad\'ancemcnt and industry became the beacon liij;ht of his lit?', i^uidini^ liim to 
his present creditable position as a representative of the manufacturing inter* 
ests of Waterloo. 



ALBERT L. ANTON. 

Albert I,. Anton is a worthy rci)rcscntativc of a well known anrl prominent 
[Monc'cr family of I'.luck Hawk lounty ;ind enjoys rcco^^nition as one of tin- 
prosperous and enterprising young agriculturists of the community. He is now 
serving as trustee of Big Credc township, where he owns a valuable farm of 
two hundred and fifty-two acres in association with his brother-in-law, who 
operates the property. Mr. .\nton making his home in La Porte City. 

His birth occurred in Cedar township, this county, on the 6th of May, l882, 
his parents hcinj; William and Sarali f Smith) Anton, the former a native of 
^icrniany and the latter of Wisconsin. William Anton was brout^lit to the 
L'nitcd .States by his parents when six years of age, the fannly first locating in 
Wisconsin and a short time later coming to Black Hawk county, Iowa. The 
grandfather purchased land in Cedar township and successfully carried on 
farming until the year 1889, at one time owning five hundred and sixty acres of 
valuable land. William Anton, the father of our sn' ■ t, was reared and educated 
in this county and as soon as old enough started out as an agriculturist on his 
own account, renting,' land in Cedar township from his father, fie devoted his 
attention to the further development and improvement of the j)ropcrty and at 
the time of his father's demise came into possession of a tract of one hundred 
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and sixty arres, which he cultivated successfully until ihc time ot his retire 
ment in lyii, wiien he purchased a handsome residence in La I'orte City, where 
he has since niade his home. He is now fifty-six years of age, has resided in 
this county for a period covering about a half century and is widely and fsfw- 
ably known as one of its prosperous and esteemed citizens. His wife also yet 
survives and lia^ a host of friends Iktc. 

Albert L. Anton was reared ami educated in Cedar township and remained 
under the parental roof until twenty-three years of age. Subsequently he cul- 
tivateii reiileil land for six years, on the expiration of which period he took up 
his abode ni i-a Forte City and embarlced in the implement business, conducting 
an enterprise of that diairacter for two years. At the end of that time he sold 
out and in association with his brother-in-law, August Stahnke, invested in 
land in Big Creek township, which th^ have since owned in partnership, the 
latter operating the farit). Mr. Anton purchased five acres of land and a nice 
home in Porte City and has resided there continuously since 

On the iJtli of September. i()o(>, Mr. .Anton was united in marriage to Miss 
Minnie Stalmke, a daughter of Herman and Louise Stahnke, both of whom were 
natives of Germany. They emigrated to the United States in an early day and 
made their way direct to Black Hawk county, the father buying a tract of land 
in Big Creek township, which he improved and operated until 1900. The 
remainder of his life was spent in honorable retirement at La PcMte City, where 
he passed away in February, 1912. The demise of his wife occurred in 1899. 

Mr. Anton pve? his political allegiance to the republican party and is now 
ably serving as trustee of Hi? Creek township. His religious faith is that of 
the German Evangelical church. He has always remained in this county, and 
his life has ever been such as to command and merit the respect and r^rd of 
his fellow townsmeo. 



G. L, SMITH. 

G. L. Smith, one of the leading and successful building contractors of Water- 
loo, maintains his offices at No. 628 Washington street and during the four years 
of his business activity here has become widely known as a general contractor 

for all kinds of structures. He was born near West Union, Fayette county, 

Iowa, a son of George and Koxena (Butler) Smith, lK)t1i of whom are deceased. 
The father was a pioneer settler of Fayette county and followed general agri- 
cidtural pursuits throuj;hout his active business career. 

G. L. Smith acquired his education in the country schools ot his native 
county and after putting aside his textbooks followed farming until twenty-two 
years of age. Subsequently he served a five years' apprenticeship as a carpenter 
and afterward spent six years in the hardware business at West Union, Iowa. 
He next b^ah working at his trade as a carpenter and contractor, being thu? 
engaf^cd there until if)io. when he came to Waterloo and continued the same 
activities on a more extensive sc.ile. He has erected a large nnmht-T of buildings 
in Waterloo and Cedar Falls and now enjoys an enviable reputaiiua as one of 
the leading contractors of the former dity. Through the able management of 
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his liitcrests he has cunlributed not only to lus own prosperity, but liis labors 
have pruvcn an important element in the material upbuilding and development 
of his adopted county. 

In 1896 Mr> Smith was united in marriage to Miss Nancy Holmes, a native 
of West Union, Iowa, and a daughter of James and Katurah Holmes. Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith have two children: Mildred L., a high-school student; and 
Warren H., who is also attending school. 

Mr. Smith ^^tves his ]x)litical allcj^iancc to the democracy but has never sought 
nor desired ullicc as a reward lOr his party fealty. Fraternally he is identified 
with the Knights of Pythias ami the -Modern Woodmen of America, while the 
religious faith of himself and his f amity is that of the Methodist Episcopal 
duirch. He possesses many qualities that have commended him to the friend- 
ship and kindly regard of all with whom he has come in contact, and he is 
numbered among the valued and representative residents of Waterloo and Black 
Hawk county. 



F. L. CHAMBERLAIN. 

* 

F, L, Oiambcrlain, president of the Chamberlain Machine Works of Water- 
loo, is a native of Winthrop, Iowa, bom in i^^77, and is a son of A. M. Cham- 
hcrlnin. whose birth occurred in Illinois in 1856. fhe father was hrnujjht to 
iowa hv his parent- in 1859, his father. Dr. M, A. Chaniherlain. sitliint^f at 
Winthrop, l»uchanan county. lie was the first physician to locate in that couuly 
and took an active part in the pioneer development and upbuilding of his sec- 
tion of the state, A. M. Chamberlain was reared in Iowa and with his father 
and a brother conducted a general store in Winthrop. About 1889 A. M. Cham- 
berlain built the second creamer>' in Iowa at Winthrop and later owned and 

operated a tinmher of rreaincries at various pf>int*- m this stale. He was one 
ot the i)roniinent lii:ures in the dtvclopiiitnt of tliat industry in Iowa attfl his 
eftoils proved a rc>uUaiU factor in the attainment ot success. He was a man 
of undaunted energy and determination and in due course of time he garnered 
the harvest of his labors, becoming one of the substantial citizens of his sec- 
tion of the state. He wedded Ida A. Pulis, who was bom in Winthrop, and 
they reared a family of three children, of whom two are living: Marjone, 
of Waterloo: and 1". L.. of this review. 

The family was represcnte<l in the Civil war by the grandfather. Dr. M. .\. 
('hainl>erlain. who enlisted fr>r service at St. Paul in a Minnesota regiment. It 
was a.ssigncd to duty m <juelling the Indian troubles of the northwest. \\ hen 
that task was accomplished the regiment was ordered to Dubuque and thence 
to Chicago, where it was stationed for some time. Finally, however, it pro- 
ceeded southward to Xashville. Tennessee, and from that point entered upon 
military operations in the south. Dr. Chamberlain was surgeon and chaplain 
of his regiment, thii^ dninjjf valuable service foi the ^nlrliers until mustered out 
ot the army at the close ol the war at \\'ashin<;ton, 1). L". 

F. L. C hamberlain was reared in Winthrop, Iowa, and was educated in the 
schools of that place and of Waterloo. For a number of years he was employed 
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as a travcliiip salesman and later became associated with his father, A. M. 
Chaniberiain, who established Ihe Peerless Cream Separator Company in Water- 
loo about 1895. This was one of the first cream sq>arator tnanufaclories in 
the west. The son was associated with his father in the business for about 
three years, after which he and his father established the Chamberlain Madnoe 
Works, manufacturing cream se|>arators and accessories. This is the only mano- 
faottirinj:^ concern of il<< kincl in the world. The husiness was tncorjwrated in 
i(/)5 lOr one hundred tiu)U>aiid dollars. I,. I hamberlain is the president and 
treasurer; I. A. Chambcilain, vice president, and C. M. Sherrill, secretary. 
They built and own their present quarters on Sycamore street, the building 
being an L-shaped structure, the main part of whidt is thirty by one hundred 
and twenty feet, with the L forty by eighty feet. The building is two stories 
iti height and they employ from thirty to seventy workmen. They do a jobbiqg 
business all over the country and they issue annually a scventy-paf^c cataloj^c 
which gives an explicit account of their manufactured {jroduct. Ut this cata 
lf»gue they send out annually eijjhty thousand copies. Mr. Chaniberiain is also 
interested ni the Twentieth Century Gas Machine Company. 

In 1906 Mr. Chamberlain was united in marriage to Miss Lena Elkin, of 
Tuscola, Illinois. He has membership with the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks and he also belongs to the Sons of \'eterans, the Commercial Club and 
Hoard of Trade, and the Town Criers Club. He has always lived in Iowa and 
the enterprising spirit which has hceti the dominant factor in the upbuilding of 
thi< state ha*; l)cen manifest in his rareer. Waterloo is ra]»idly forging to the 
front as an industrial center, and Mr. Chamberlain is among those who are con- 
tributing to its welfare and reputation in this connection. 



STEPHEN E. FERGUSON. 

The name of 1 erguson is well known in connection with industrial enter- 
prise in Waterloo and Stephen E. Ferguson is one of four brothers, who in a 
partnership are conducting a growing and i)rofitable business in the manufac- 
ture of well drilling machinery and supplies under the name of the Ferguson 
Manufacturing Company. This is one of the inore rci ent1\ established indus^ 
trial concerns of Waterloo but already has attained substantial success. 

Stiiihen v.. Ferguson was horn in New York state. May 26. 1866, and was 
less tliau a year of age when iirought by his parents to Iowa. An account of 
their removal and a more extended mention of the father atid mother is to be 
found on another page of this volume, in connection with the life history of 
Albert R. Ferguson. 

Reared upon the old homestead farm in Bennington township, this coun^. 
Stephen E. Fergtison early became familiar with the best methods of tilling the 
soil and caring for the crops. During the school sessions he pursued his stndie* 
in one of the district schools of r»ennington township and afterward enjoyed 
the advantage of further instruction in the State Normal School at Cedar Falls 
and also in Cornell Collt^c. In early manhood he took up the profession of 
teaching, which he followed in the rural schools for a number of years and 
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tbt-n turned attention from professional to commercial pursuits by entering 
the employ of the Hiirst & Corson Grocery Company in the capacity of book- 
keeper. l^UT he aigaged in the insurance business tor a number of years, 
carrying on that business until he joined his brothers in organizing the Fergu- 
son Manufacturii^ Company and establishing the factory which they; now 
operate. He represents the firm upon the road as traveling salesman and like 
his brothers devotes his entire time to the business. He has secured for the 
company many substantial jiatrons and has contributed in large measure to 

the continuous ijrowth of the utidcrtakinjL;. 

Mr. h'erguson also owns desirahlc real estate in Waterloo and farm lands 
in Texas, lie resides at No. 154 Harrison street. His name is on the mem- 
bership rolls of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Court of Honor and 
of Grace Methodist Episcopal church, associations which indicate much of the 
nature of his interests and the rules which govern his omduct. For almost a 
half century he has resided in this county and has been an interested witness 
of the changes which have occurred and the work that has been wrought in 
bringing the county from pioneer conditions to its present state of development 
and prepress. 



F. J. KOEPKE. 

F. J. Koepke a well known repre.sctUaii\ e of activity in the field of insur- 
ance. He handier all kin(l> of insurance, including lightning, toniado and 
burglary in.«»urancc on banks, residence* and mercantile interests. He also haai- 
dles surety and fidelity bonds and the working men's compensation. He has 
his offices at No. 502 Marsh-Place building in Waterloo and his life is a very 
busy one l)ecause of the many clients that he has secured and the steady growth 
of the business since he embarked in this field of labor. 

Mr. Koepke is a native of Germany He was bom October 17. 1^55. <i son 
of Joe and .Sophia Koepke. The mother died in {icnnany and the father after- 
ward married again in that country. He canjc to the United States in 1872 
and settled in Denver, Bremer county, Iowa, where he carried on agricultural 
pursuits until he had acquired a substantial competence. He then put aside 
business cares and took up his abode near Raymond, Iowa, where he passed 
away in October, 1888. His widow still survives and is now eighty-nine years 
of age. r.y his first marriage were born two sons: K. J., of this review; and 
Henry, who is extensively engaged in wheat-raising in I 'matilla county, Oregon. 
There was also a daughter, Mary, who became the wife of Conrad Widman 
but died in 1913. By the fathers second marriage there were two daughters: 
I^isa, the wife of Charley Snebly: and Sophia, who married Christ Venter, 
of Black Hawk county, Iowa. 

F. J. Koepke came to the I'nited States with his father when seventeen years 
of age. In the meantime he had acquired his preliminary education in the schools 
uf ( Jermany and after reachit\t( Iowa he attended school in IVcmer county, 
When his te.xt-book*! were i>nt aside he liej^an farming and alter following that 
occupation for two years he came to Waterloo, where he served an apprentice- 
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sliip in ihc >hops ot the lUinui?. Central Railroad Company, where he was cm- 
ployed for eighteen years. He then became a traveling salesman for the Water- 
loo Gasoline Engine Com])any of Waterloo, Iowa, and for ten years he operated 
a dairy in this city. He then opened an insurance office, handlmg all kinds of 

insurance. He is also now renting houses and dealing in real estate in addition 
to other lines of business activity. He has land interests in Minnesota and a 
fine home and nthcr residence property in Waterloo He i*; determined nnd 
ener^t'lic and brook-- no obstacles that can be overcome by ]>er^!>ieni. earnest 
and honorable eiiort. He knows that reliable dealing will win public confidence 
and that business will result therefrom, and the principles which have guided 
him in all of his business dealings are such as will bear the closest investigation 
and scrutiny. 

In 1883 Mr. Koepkc was united in marriage to Miss Mary Proeshol-I. rhd 
was born at Fort Dodge, Iowa, a daughter of Godfre}' and Giristina Proeshold, 
both of whoni were natives of Germany and on coming to Iowa cast in their 
lot with the pioneer citizens of Fort Dodge. Mr. and Mrs. Koepke have nine 
children: H. C, who is now a minister of the gosjKl, preaching in Hardin 
county; Louise, the wife of £. O. Bertram, of Benton cotmty; Carl C. of 
Waterloo, who is with the Schanlan System & Accounting Company of Chicago 
and Waterloo; Alma, who attended the Waterloo Business College and is now 
a stcno^rai)ber in her father's office; G., who is manager of the shoe depart- 
ment for the lirni of Li-jhlhody Wingale at Superior. Wisconsin; Clara, who 
is a graduate ut the Waterloo iUisiness College and is employed as a stenog- 
rapher by I. J. Koover; Ernest W., who is with the Fowler W holesale Grocery 
Com}xiny ; Herbert, a student in the high school ; and Helene, who is attending 
a German school. 

The family arc of the Lutheran faith. They reside at No. 233 Maple street 
in Waterloo, and the hospitality of their home is greatly enjoyed by their many 
friends. Mr. Koepkc is a democrat in politics but not an offtce seeker. He is 
preeminently n business man. fjivinj,' the [greater i)art of his attention to his 
business interests with the result that success in a creditable measure lias at- 
tended him. 



JAMES R. VAUGHAN. 

It is a trite saying but one that cannot be contradicted that there is always 
room at the top ; but the great majority of men do not possess the ambition or 
llie indefatigable energy that enable them to advance b^ond their fellows on 
die highroad of life. James R. Vaughan, however, is one who, with a nature 
that could never be content with mediocrity, has passed on to leadership in tho«c 
Adds into which he has directed his activities. In Waterloo he is successfully 
engat^cd in business as a dealer in all kind? of farming implements and automo- 
biles, and his jx>silion in tlic country is indicated in the fact that he is the presi- 
dent of the Dairy Cattle Congress. He has always lived in the middle west and 
is actuated by the spirit of enterprise which has been the dominant factor in 
the upbuilding of this section of the country. 
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Mr. \ aiighuH was born in Iknderson roiintv lllinoi>. April 24. 1H58. and in 
1868 his parents, James and Emily (Kcdmaa; \ aughan, came with ihcir lainily 
to Black Hawk county, where the father purchased a large tract of land, to which 
hp kept adding from time to time until at his death he was the owner of eight 
hundred and twenty acres of rich, productive and valuable land tn Black Hawk 
comity. For his first purchase of land he paid four dollars per acre and the tract 
is now worth at least two hundred dollars per acre. His holdings were all in 
one body and are still kept intrict as the Jnmc? Vauf^han estate. In addition to 
acquiring thii cxten>ivc farm, which he condiKicd according lo the most modern 
and progressive methods, he was extensively engaged in raising and shipping 
stodc» making a specialty of cattle and hogs« and was also well known as a large 
dealer in horses, handling standard bred draft horses. That his judgment was 
sound, his sagacity keen and his enter]>risc unfaltering is a fact indicated in his 
oontinoally growing success, which placed him among the prnspcrnn? residents 
of the county, Kc died in i8<K) and is still <;tirvtvcd hy hi^ widow, w ho make? her 
home at Xrt. 703 West F'ark avenue in Waterloo, llcr father was Re:!in Red- 
man, who built the first frame house erected in lUirlingion. Iowa, owning at that 
time all of the land upon which the city of Burlington now stands. James and 
Emily \'aughan had a family of nine children, of whom eight reached manhood 
or womanhood: Mrs. Richard Holmes, a resident of Waterloo; James R., of 
tins review; Mrs. Jennie C. Pctra, the wife of C. A. Petra, of Waterloo; Mrs. 
Tames I-X)onan, whose husband is an extensive stock raiser in Orange towjiship, 
Black Hawk county; Mrs. George H. Sawyer, whose husband is public-school 
sui>erinlendent at Osaj^e, Iowa; Mathew ( .. who is engaged in the real estate 
business at Waterloo; Arthur C, of Waterloo, who is associated in business 
with his brother James ; and William G., a commercial traveler of Minneapolis. 

James R. Vaughan was a lad of about ten summers when he accompanied 
his pjirents to this county, where he continued his education in the public sch(Hds 
and also in the State Normal School at Cedar Falls. For a number of years he 
successfully engaged in teaching in Hlack Hawk county and through the period 
of his early lite gained iiroad experience along agricultural lines. In Octoljer. 
1885, he came to W aterloo and Ijought the farm implement business nf I honias 
Cascaden, at which time he organized the firm of Holmes & \'aughan, which 
relation existed for live years, at the end of which period he purchased Mr. 
Holmes* interest and carried on the business alone until 1913, when it was incor- 
porated as the \"aughan Implement Company, with an authorized capital stock 
of fifty thousand dollars, of which forty thousand dollars was paid up. The 
officers of tlie company are: James K X'aughan, president; Jake Bloujjh. vice 
president : and B. E. V^aughan. secretary and treasurer. They handle a complete 
line of farm implements, together with all kinds of he;ivy machinery and all kinds 
of vehicles, including automobiles. They also do a large business in transfer and 
storage. The business is conducted along both wholesale and retail lines and 
during the season the house is represented on the road by several travelii^ sales- 
men. They make idiipments all over Iowa and adjoining states and their trade 
is constantly increasing, theirs he'm^ one of the most extensive and imjjortant 
connTiereial enterprises of Waterloo. In eoniieetion willi Tluimas rascadcn, jr.. 
Mr. \ aughan purchased a farm of about one hundretl acres knowti as the 
Clements farm, which they platted and sold, and the revenue from this went to 
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the estabHshmeni ot iaclories, which constituted the hrst move toward the 
upbuilding of a greater Waterloo. 

While Mr. \'aughan has been a most active factor in business circles and Ins 
success alone would entitle him to mention as a representative citizen of Water- 
loo, he has yet found time and opportunity to extend his efforts into those fields 
which work for the intellectual and moral progress of the community and has 
had marked influence along those line?;. Me is pres^iflcnt of the board of trustees 
of Des Moines Collcpc. is president of the iiaplist state convention of Iowa 
and has been most active in furthering the moral progress of the community. 
He belongs to the First Baptist church of Waterloo, is a member of its official 
board and has been superintendent of the Sunday school for seventeen years. 
For a qtiarter of a century he was the first tenor in the church choir and Aus 
along musical as well as other lines has aided in the upbuilding of the church. 
Fraternally NTr. \'auf^han is a Mason and has attained the Knights Templar 
dej^Tce in tbc conimandcry. He is alsf) connec ted v\itb the Knights of Pythias 
and he belongs to the Chamber of Commerce, cooperating heartily in its plans 
and purposes for the upbuilding of the city. Socially his connections are with 
the Waterloo Club and the Town Criers Club. 

Mr. Vaughan has been married twice. He wedded Miss Winnie Fish and 
following her demise he married Miss Bertha Fdwards. a daughter of A. J. 
Edwards. He has two sons, James Gordon and Herbert Edwards. The family 
is one of prominence in the community, enjoying the high regard of all. 

It would be unfair to complete the record of James R. Vaiighan without 
indicating his interest in affairs relating to the upbuilding of the community 
along agricultural lines, this being manifest m the fact that he is now president 
of the Dairy Cattle Congress. He has studied various phases of the dairy prob- 
lem and has done much to further activity in that field akmg progressive lines. 
In fact, progress has been the keynote of his character in every relation. It has 
carried him to the front rank among the business men of Waterloo and ha-^ made 
him an influential factor in advancing the public welfare. He is honored 
wherever known and most of all where he is best known. 



WiLUAM H. GIVEN, 

Only a year has passed since \\ illiam il. Given came to Waterloo and yet 
in that period he has firmly established himself as an active and progressive 
business man, being now assistant general manager of the Waterloo, Cedar 
Falls & Northern Railroad Company. A native of Ohio, he was born in Coshoc- 
ton on the 2d of June, 185?^. and is one of the six sons of Judge Josiah Given, 
who was a member of the supreme court bench, serving as a representative of 
the highest judicial tribunal ot Iowa for twenty years. He was indeed one of 
the most emment jurists of the stale and few men have left a more lasting 
impression upon the judicial history of Iowa not only because of legal ability 
but also by reason of possessing that high character which impresses itsdf upon 
a community. 
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\\'hen a youth of sixteen years W. H. Given entered the railway service as 
a n)cs><.'nger hoy on the Dcs Moines <!<: Kort Dodge Railroad, after which he was 
connected with that road in different cai>acities until 1887. During the last two 
years of that time he was travding freight agent with the road. From 1887 
until Xovember, 1890, he acted as traveling freight agent with the Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific Railroad and from 1890 until 1900 was trainmaster for the 
Des Moines Valley division of the same road, fie was then made superintendent 
of the southwestern division and so continued until 1903. when he was advanced 
to the superintendency of the T\'s ^!o^n€-^ \ alley division and so continued 
until 1909. In tliat year he became superintendent of the Minnesota division 
and so remdned until June, 1913. He was then engaged in special railroad 
service until September i, 1913, when he came to Waterloo to accept the posi- 
tion of assistant general manager of the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern 
Railroad. His previous experience well qualified him for the duties of this 
position. ITe is thoroufjhly familiar with the line of work which he has under- 
taken and his elYorts have s^ivcn entire satisfaction to the company. 

On the 2d of June, ii^tj2. Mr. Given was unite<i in marriage to Mrs. Carrie 
(Mitchell) Drabelie, who is a daughter of Judge John Mitchell, of Des Moines* 
and who by her former marriage had one son, J. M. Drabelie. Mr. Given is 
well known in Masonic circles. He has attained the Knights Templar degree 
in the commandciy and has crossed the sands of the desert with the Nobles of 
the Mystic Shrine. He holds membership with the Commercial Club and Roard 
of Trade of Waterloo, with the Grant Chih of Des Moines and with the Town 
Criers Club of Waterloo. His views of life are sane. He looks at every ques- 
tion from a practical standpoint and he sees opportunity for community as well 
as for individual advancement. Accordingly he cooperates in plans and proj- 
ects for the public good and Waterloo numbers him among its citizens of worth. 



CHARLES A. FERGUSON. 

Charles A. Ferguson is one of the native sons of Black Hawk county who 
has proven his worth in business circles, being now a partner in the Feiguson 

Manufacturing Comixmy of Waterloo, He was born upon a farm eight mites 
northwe>t of the city, on which his parents settled when they took up their 
abode in this county in iS/>S Much of his education wa"* acquired in the dis- 
trict schools of I'ennmgton township, supplemented by a course in the Waterloo 
lJusiness College. No event of special importance occurred to vary the routine 
of farm life for him during the period of his boyhood and youth and ahnost as 
soon as old enough to handle a plow he began to work in the fields, assisting 
also in the planting and harvesting as the \ears went on. He lived with his 
mother upon the old homestead until the family came to Waterbo, after which 
he attended school in this city for about a year. 

Mr. Ferguson then entered the factory of the Kelley ii: Tannehill Company 
and there remained for about twelve years, working as a machinist and advanc- 
ing to the position of shop -foreman. His skill and ability gradually increased 
until he was given a position of large responsibility. .After twelve years' con- 
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ncction with the house, years in which he cujoyed the lull contidencc and good- i 
will of his employers, he resigned his position and joined his brothers in organ- i 
izing the Ferguson Manufacturing Company for the purpose of manufacturing 
well drilling machinery and supplies. Charles A. Ferguson is acting as superin- 

icndeut of the factory, in which they employ about twenty men, and he devotes 
h\<. entire time to this business The plant is well supplied with modern ma- 
chinery needed in their line and Mr. Ferguson's i)raciical experience enables 
him to carefully direct the labors of those in his employ. 

On the 30th ot June, 1889, occurred the marriage of Mr. Ferguson and Miss 
Alice Cary, who was bom in this county, a daughter of Anthony and Julia 
(Sheller) Cary, who came to Iowa at an early period in the development of the 
central section of the .state and settled in East Waterloo township, Black Hawk 
county. The fnther •iecured a tract of land and engaged in farming, making his 
home u\)(>u liic t'.n ni until lii-s life's labors were ended in death. 1 Us widow 
alterward removed with her family to Waterloo, where she passed away in 
the winter of 1913. -Mr. Cary held various local offices and served on the board 
of county supervisors. He was well known as a respected and worthy citizen 
and both he and his wife had many friends in the count}'. 

In politics Mr. Fergu.son is an imlependent democrat. He does not feel that 
he is hound hy party ties and votes as hi? judgment dictates. He hold^ meni- 
hership in the Independent Order of Odd I'ellows and is a consistent mcmhcr 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. He is now the owner of good city property 
in Waterloo, including his present residence at No. 1714 Franklin street, where 
he and his wife delight in extending the hospitality of their home to many 
friends. 



W. K. EKillMliY. 

Close application to business and intelligently directed effort are brii^ing to 

W. F. Eighmcy a creditable and graiifyint,' measure of success as a dealer in 
farm implements, seeds, wagons, buggies and harness. His establishment is 
located nt Xos. "ri-n; Sycamore street in Waterloo, antl Iowa claims him as 
a native sun. tor he was l)orn in DulnK|ue county in 1K55, 

His parents were taivin W. and Ivatherine Eighmey, the former a native 
of New York and the latter of Germany. In the paternal line the family is of 
German and French descent. The parents were married in Illinois^ where the 
father, following his arrival in the middle West, worked by the month as a farm 
hand. Soon after his marriage he removed with his young wife to Iowa nnd 
settled in Dubuc|ue county, where he was employed in the lead mines for a 
number of years, making his liome at Rockdale. Subsequently he came to 
Hlack Hawk county and settled upon a farm of eighty acres eight miles south 
of Waterloo, which he had purchased some years before. He then gave bis 
attention exclusively to agricultural pursuits and was thus engaged up to the 
time of his retirement from active business. In the meantime he had acquired 
a substantial competence that was sufficient to supply him with all of tlic com- 
forts and some of the luxuries of life throughout his remaining days. He died 
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in W aicrloo in the seventy-filth year of his age and his widow still survives at 
the age of eigiity years. In their family were five children, of wlioni four arc 
yet living: \V, F.; Mrs. H. F. Miller, who resides in Waterloo, Iowa, Frank 
J.t who is president of the First National Bank of Waterloo; and Charles H., 
who is now engaged in the grocery business in Waterloo. A daughter, Jessie 
May, died at the age of five years. 

W. F. Eighniey acquired his early education in the public schools of Clack 
Hawk county, while for several tenn*; he was a student at Lenox Collci^iatc 
Instituk' at Uopkinton. Delaware oouiitx, Iowa, and in his youthful days also 
learned lessons coiki ruing the value of uidustry and perseverance. After at- 
taming adult age he purchased a farm of seventy acres near his father's home- 
stead and began the development and cultivation of his land, living with his 
parents until his marris^e. He then took up his abode upon his own farm and 
4ater extended its boundaries by the purchase of an additional tract of one 
hundred acres. He then operated and improved tliis farm but five years later 
he rented lii«; land and removed to Iludsou. where he embarked in commercial 
pursuits, establishing a general store, which he conducted lor tour years. In 
iSgO he b^n clerking in Croak's shoe store, where he continued for a year, 
and was afterward employed in a general merchandise store for a year. At the 
end of tiiat time he opened a stock of groceries in Waterloo and conducted busi- 
ness along that line for several years. Fventually, however, he sold his store 
to his brother, purchased a tract of land and platted it. making it an addition to 
Waterloo. After lie had practie.illy sold off the entire addition he reentered 
mercantile circles as a dealer in general farm implements, seeds, wagons, buggies 
and harness. The business since its inception has proven profitable and is suc- 
cessfully conducted. He is watchful of alt details pointing to prosperity and 
has ever realized the fact that satisfied patrons are the best advertisements. 
He now owns a good residence and a number of other properties in Waterloo 
and is also proprietor of a farm of one hundred and forty-seven and a half 
acres about five miles northwest of ^^^afer!oo. His real-estate holdings arc the 
visible evidence of his life of well directed enerf^y and thrift and show what 
may be accomplished when determination and ambition point out the way. 

In 1879 Mr. Eighmey was married to Miss Qara I. Zanuck, a native of 
Dubuque and a daughter of John J. and Agnes Zanuck, who went to Dubuque 
with their , respective parents in childhood and thus became connected with the 
pioneer settlement of that part of tlie state. They were married there but came 
to Black Hawk county about forty-two year"; :\^n and fifteen or eighteen years 
afterward established their home in Waterloo, where the lather engaged in the 
manufacture of harness until his retirement from active business life. Having 
acquired a handsome competence, he put aside further business cares and in 
1883 removed to Nebraska, where both he and his wife passed away. Mr. 
Zanuck was a soldier in the Civil war. He enlisted on the 25th of September, 
1861, as a member of the Ninth Iowa Volunteer Infantry and was mustered 
out in ^^C^. althoui^h he remained in the service imtil the close of hostilities. 
Mr. and Mrs. Zanuck were the parents of a larcje family of children, of whom 
five are yet livini,'. I his number includes Mrs. Eighmey, who acquired her 
education in the public schools of Dubuque and Waterloo and taught school 
prior to her marriage, which profession Mr. I^ighmey also followed before their 
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marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Eighmey have a family of three children: Jessica M., 
the wife of George \V. Wood, an attorney of Grundy Center, Iowa ; Isabel, the 
wife of David W. Barr» who is connected with the business belonging to her 

father ; and F-arl B., who is a jeweler by trade. 

^^'hilL■ Mr. Righmey votes with the republican jwrty. he is nevertheless lil>eral 
in hi> jiulitical views and does not cotisidcr himself bound by partv ties but seeks 
ever the welfare and best interests oi the coinmunity and is at all times a public- 
spirited citizen. He and his family are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and they are highly esteemed in Waterloo and throu^iotit this part of 
the county. Mr. Eighmey deserves great credit for what he has accomplished in 
a business way. No special advantages favored hira at the outset of his career; 
on the contrary he made industry tlie basis of his success and through the wise 
use he has made of his time, talents and opportunities he has steadily advanced 
and is now at the head of a protitable and growing business. 



R. W. GIBSON. 

R. W. Gibson is the vice pre&ident, secretary and treasurer of the Artiiicial 
Ice & Fuel Company and in this connection is active in the control of a business 
that has already assumed extensive proportions and is still growing. He has 
been a resident of Waterloo for six years but is one of Black Hawk county's 
native sons, his birth having occurred in Barclay township in 1881. His parents 
were I)avid and Rosanna f Skclly ) < libson. early settlor^; of this county. Taking 
Uj) their alw)de here in ])i()ne(.'r lime>. they >hare(i in all of the liardsliips and 
privations incideiu to frontier life and luok an active part in promoting the 
practical development of this section of the state. The father devoted his life 
to general agricultural pursuits and brought his farm to a high state of 
cultivation. 

R. W. Gibson was reared on the old homestead and supplcmriUed his early 
educational jtrivilce^es afforded by the distrtrt schools by study in the Kast 
Waterloo Iii^di school. .\t the time that he was a student there the lamily lived 
in Waterloo but after he had completed his course he returned to the home farm 
and there remained until about six years ago. He was recognized as an in- 
dustrious, energetic and progressive agriculturist, carefully tilling his fields year 
by year and gathering therefrom substantial harvests as the result of the care 
and labor which he bt ^towed upoti the land. In 1908. however, he put asiilc 
ap^ricultural pursuit*: and a|,'ain came to Waterloo. Here he engaged in the 
re.il-estate business, buyint,^ and selling Iowa farm lands. He is still connected 
with this business and has negotiated many inij)ortant realty transfers. He is 
thoroughly infOTmed concerning values and is able to make judicious purchases 
and profitable sales for his clients. On the ist of March, 1914, he became in- 
terested in the artificial ice and fuel business and is now the vice president, 
secretary and treasurer of the Artificial Ice & Fuel Company, in which connec- 
tion a substantial trade is enjoyed. He is also interested in the Galloway In- 
.vestmeat Company. 
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Mr. Gibson lakes an active interest in politics and while living in Barclay 
township served as assessor for two years. He gives his political alliance to 
the republican party and keeps well informed on the questions and issues of the 

day. He belongs to the Commercial Club and Board of Trade, an organization 
which IS for the advancement and upbuilding of the city. His religious faith 
is indicated in his niernhership in the United Presbyterian church. He is one 
of the progressive young business men of Waterloo, jKjssessing unfaltering 
energy and keen sagacity. He is determined and accomplishes what he under- 
takes» employing methods which neither seek nor require disguise. 



ROGER I. CROWELU 

Roger I. Crowell is owner of an important business enterprise conducted 
under the name of the Waterloo Ice Cream Company. His record is proof of 
the fact that success is not a matter of genius as held by some but is rather the 
outcome of sound judgment, experience and indefatigable industry. He was 

bom in (^^shkosh, Wisconsin, on the T'th of November, 1871, a son of Irving 
O. and Mary (Mardcn) Crowell, both of whom were natives of the New Kng- 
land states. With their parents they removed lu Wisconsin, the former in 
1847 ^ latter in 1848, and th^ were among the pioneer settlers of the 
section in which they lived. In early life the father beoune identified with the 
lumber industry, in which he was later extensively engaged, advancing from a 
humble place in business circles to one of prominence, his labors being re- 
wardctl by affluence, lie \<. now living retired in Oshkosh at the aj^e nf seventy- 
nine years, while his wife has reached the age of seventy years, and both are 
yet enjoying good health. 

Roger I. Crowell was e(|ucated in the public and high schools of Oshkosh 
and in his boyhood days became a wage earner. He never feared work and 
his industry, determination and boyish ambition led him to undertake any task 
that ])re<;entcd itself. He carried papers, drove cows to the pasture and did 
\arious chores, thus eaniinpf about nine or ten dollars per month when a boy 
•if but ten years. Subsequently, at the age oi fourteen years, he ljcu:aii learning 
the candy maker's trade and was identified with that business for four years, 
during which period he carefully saved his earnings, and at eighteen years of 

he embarked in the grocery business in Oshkosh on his own account. Suc- 
cess attended the venture from the beginning and for ten and a half years he 
remained in business there, lie then sold out and went to Chicago, where for 
a time he was associated with the ()shko.«ih Fuel Comi^aiiy. He then returncfl to 
the city of Oshkosh and engaged in the bakery business, with which line he was 
successfully identified for eight and a half years. He was an.xious, however, 
to test the opportunities of the west and, disposing of his business in Wisconsin, 
he went to Los Angeles. California, spending some time in that city and in the 
San Joaquin valley. Afterward, however, he returned to his native state, but 
when a brief period had elapsed went to Houston. Texas, where he intended to 
estaljlish an ice cream ])lant. He made some arrangements to that end, but 
subsequently abandoned his plans and started on a return trip to Wisconsin. 
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He stopped off at Waterloo, however, and this growing, enterprising city made 
such strong appeal to him that he determined to locate here and establi^ed his 
present business, buying out a small ice cream factory which had been opened 
the season before by a Mr. Perry in a small room in the rear oi the present 

site of the Princess theater. 

After purchasing the business Mr. Crowell ri-nioveti to ;i r(jnin on Sixth 
sirect and in 191 1 his present commodious plant was L»uill lor htm at Xos. 418 
and 420 East Sixth street, where he has one of the hest eiiuipi^ed plants in the 
state of Iowa. In the process of manufacture the cream is homogenized and 
pasteurized. Mr. Crowell installing the first homogenizing machine west of the 
Mi.ssissippi river. The plant is equipped with an mdependent refrigerating 
system and with everything known to modern science in the making of ice 
cream. The daily rapacity is six humhcd i;al!on-" and tlie output is sold over a 
wide territory. Mr. Crowell has no difticully in disposing of the product 
because of its excellence and his reasonable prices. Most sanitary conditions 
are maintained in the factory and the business is today one of the important 
industries of the city, 

Mr. Crowell was married in 1895 to Miss Jeanette Perkins, of Oshkosh. 
Wisconsin, and to them has been born a daughter. Dorothy I . who is now a 
senior in the high school of Waterloo. Mr. Crowell helon^^s \o W aterloo Lodge, 
No. 105, A. F. & A. M.; Tabernacle Cliapler, No. 52, R. A. M. ; Crescent 
Council, No. 16, R. & 5. M,; Ascalon Conunandery, No. 25, K. T.; and Et 
Kahtr Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S., while he and his wife are members of Water- 
loo Chapter, No. 128, O. E. S. Mr. Crowell is likewise a member of Helmet 
Lodge, No. 89, K. r., the Knights of the Maccabees, the Mystic Workers, the 
W aterlfx) Commercial Club and the Town Criers Club. His political indorse- 
ment is given to the republican party and he and his wife and daughter are 
members of Christ Episcopal church, in which he is serving as one of the 
vestrymen. His entire life has been characterized by advancement since he be- 
gan to earn his living by selling papers on the streets of Oshkosh. He early 
recognized the eternal principle that industry wins and industry became the 
beacon light of his life. He has conducted his affairs successfully without 
allowing personal interests or aml)ition to dwarf his public spirit. His is the 
record of a strenuous life — the record of a strong individuality, sure of itself, 
stable in purpose, quick in perception, swift in decision, energetic and persistent 
in action. 



J. H. VAN DYKE, M. D. 

Dr. J. H. Van Dyke, physician and surgeon of Cedar Falls, to whom success 
has come as the l<^cal result of broad study, wide experience and the most 
conscientious performance of professional duties, now ranks among the men 

most prominent in his calling in this section of the state. He is a western man 

by 1)irth, training .ind preference and his life embodies the progressive spirit 
which has been the dominant factor in the upbuilding of this section of the 
country. 
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Dr. \'an Dyke was i)orn in Alexandria, Minnesota, March 12, 1877, a son of 
Chester ii, and Christina B. (Solum) Van Dyke, the former a native of Pennsyl- 
vania and the latter of Cbristiansand, Norway. She came to the United States 
with her parents when a young woman of seventeen years and th^ settled in 
Doi^las county, ninety miles beyond the terminus of the railroad. There the 
grandfather, L. O. Solum, took up j^ovcrnmcnt land and upon the farm which 
he developed and improved spent his remaining: days. He had heen a school 
teacher in Xor\\;iy and in the capacity of tcaclicr there devolved upon him the 
duty of vaccinating tiic children under iiis charge, preparing his own vaccine 
and administering it. This was at an early period following the discovery of 
the value of vaccination as a preventive measure. 

Chester B. \'an Dyke was reared to early manhood in Pennsylvania and 
came west to join General Custer, who at that time was recniiting his forces in 
the northwest for militan,' service on the frontier. However, his plans were 
diverted at St. Paul and lie joined his brother James, who was then govermnent 
land agent and located at Alexandria, Mimiesota. There Chester l». \'an Dyke 
established the first store of the town and for some years was identified with 
merchandising there. In 1.881 he removed to EvansviUe» Minnesota, and subse- 
quently to Detroit, that state, where he had another brother, Milton, who was a 
practicing physician of that place. In 1890 he returned to Alexandria, where 
his death later occurred. The \ an Dyke family have been prominent in Minne- 
sota jjolilie^ The father was a repuhlican in his political views but all of his 
sons UKc equally stanch as supporters of the democratic party. One 01 the num- 
ber, Carl C. Van Dyke, is now a member of the United States congress from the 
St. Paul district and was formerly president of the Tenth I^vision of Railway 
Mad ( lerks. .\nother brother, Cleve W.. served as county superintendent of 
schools in Douglas county, 'Minnesota, and in 1901 was the nominee on the 
democratic ticket for cnn^^rcss. He subsequently became Governor Johnson's 
executive cleik an<l was a member of Johnson's kitchen cabinet. He is now the 
present owner of the townsitc of Miami, .Vrizona, which has three seven-million- 
dollar institutions, smelters and concentrators, the district being the second 
largest porphyry copper district in the world. He owns there the electric light 
plant, the telephone system, the waterworks and about forty buildings. Another 
brother, A. A. \'an Dyke, is a prominent dentist of St. Paul. 

Dr. Van D^'ke. whose name introduces this record, completed his more 
specifically literary education in the State I'niversity of Minnesota and in 1899 
entered Rush Medical College, from which institution he was graduated with 
the class of 1903. Following his graduation he returned to Minnesota and 
became an interne in a private hospital conducted by a Dr. Christiansen. In 
1905 he once more went to Chicago, where he taught in one of the minor med« 
ical colleges of that city, and during the following three years he pursued the 
practice of his profession there- 

On the i4tb of .April. 1903, Dr. \'an Dyke was married in riiica;.,^) to Miss 
Florence Conkey antl unto them has been born a son, John ifenry. Ihey left 
Chicago in 1908 and came to Cedar Falls, where in the intervening period of* six 
years Dr. Van Dyke has built up an extensive and gratifying practice. He is a 
member of the Cedar Falls City Medical Society, the Black Hawk County Med- 
ical Society, the Iowa State Medical Society and the American Medical Asso- 
rai. n— so 
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dation and thus he lceq>s in touch with the advanced thought of his profession. 
He belongs to Black Hawk Lodge* No. 65, A. F. & A. M., and he and his wife 

are connected with the Order of the Eastern Star. He is likewise a member r.f 
ttie Modern Woodmen, the Mystic Workers and the Yeomen, and he ntul his 
wife hold memhershij) in the Episcopal church. In politics he is. like hi-i 
brothers, a stalwart democrat and i-> cil> chairman ol the democratic central 
committee. He stands for progress and improvement along all public lines, is 
a member of the Cedar Falls Coiinnercial Club and is secretary of the Cedar 
Falls Business Men's Association, Incorporated. 



ALBERT JUSTIN NORTH RUF, I'li. D., D. D. 

Albert Justin Xorthrup, Ph. D., D. D., the present pastor of Grace Methodist 
Episcopal church and one of the eminent representatives of the ministry in 
Iowa, is a native of Ohio and comes of New England ancestry. He was reared 

tipon a farm in Wtxtd (."onnty, Ohirt, and completed a course at the high school 
at Rowling Green. He was graduated as an honor student with the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts from Northwestern L'niversity at Evanston, Illinois, and 
afterward spent four months in travel in Europe, thus supplementing his educa- 
tion by that broad experience and knowledge which only travel can bring. Hav- 
ing decided to devote his life to the ministry, he completed the theological course 
at Boston University and later that institution conferred upon him the degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy in recognition of ori^'inal resenrrh work nrrnniplished. 
He also holds the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from the Nebraska 
Wesleyan University. 

Dr. Northrup's e.xperience as a minister lias covered a wide and varied 
field. He began preaching in eastern South Dakota and spent Ax years as 
pastor in two of the largest churches in northern New England — Garden Street 
church at Lawrence. Massachusetts, and St. John's church in Dover, New 
Hampshire. From the latter place he was transferred to the Xehraska con- 
ference in September, KK>*^. and was appointed to the Trinity Methodist church 
of Lincoln. Nebraska. In ^lay, 1913, he was transferred to the Upper Iowa 
conference and was appointed pastor of Grace church in Waterloo, which is his 
present connection. He is an earnest, logical and ofttimes eloquent speaker, is 
always inuring, and in the prosecution of his labors for his church has not 
been denied the full harvest nor the aftermath. 



W. T. HEADFORD. 

W. T. Headford is vice president of the Headford Brothers & Hitdiins 
Foundry Company of Waterloo, owning and operating the largest foundry in 

Black Mawk county. The husiness has been one of the foremost productive 
industries of this section of the state since i(X>3 and in the interveninfj period 
has enjoyed contmuous growth, owing to the capable management and enter- 
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prise of the officers. Mr. Headford is a native son of Lhibuque, born October 
22, iSr)^. There be was reared and educated, passing through consecutive grades 
in the public schools and supplementing hi^ liigh-school study by a year s course in 
a btisinesfi college. He entered upon the active duties of life as an employe 
in the Novelty Iron Works of Dubuque, with which he was connected for six 
years, becoming large!) acquainted w ith business methods as well as the practical 
phases of that specific interest during that period. 

Mr. Ileudiord learned the foundry trade in all lines and in 1892 became 
one of the organizers of the iieadford Urothers &• Ilitcliins foundry Coin])any, 
which began business on a small scale in a shop about forty loot square. They 
remained in Dubuque until 1903 when they acceded to soiicitation and removed 
to Waterloo. They had won a well merited reputation for fine work in castings 
and the growing business made theirs an institution of value to any community 
in which their plant would be located. Accordingly, in 1903. they removed to 
Waterloo and now have the largest foundry in the county. They located on 
Westfield avenue in a foundr\' one hundred and twenty by three hundred feet. 
Their business has steadily grown and after some years they buiit a second plant 
on Vaughan street, one hundred and ten by four hundred and fifty feet. This 
is supplied with all the most modem equipment known to foundry work in the 
present day. * They have cverytiiing that recent day invention has brought forth 
in electric and air hoists and motors. Their business has now assumed extensive 
proportions and their large anntial shipment'^ are '•ent over a wide territory. 

In iKgr Mr. Headford was united in marriage to Afiss Annie Mellenberg, 
who was born in Galena, Illinois, and they have two children: Pearl, who is 
the wife of Ralph Witliams, of Chicago ; and Edward Wilfiam, who 'is in the 
office at Waterloo. The parents are members of the Congregational church and 
Mr. Headford belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and to the 
Royal Arcanum. His friends, and they are many, find him a genial, courteous 
gentleman, obliging in manner and kindly in spirit. His husincss associates find 
him alert, energetic and resolute and in his career he has brooked no obstacles 
that could be overcome by persistent, earnest and honorable effort. Thus it is 
that he has steadily advanced and is now numbered among the leading and 
representative business men of Waterloo as vice president of his company. 



E. F. RATH. 

E. F. Rath is the secretary and treasurer of The Rath Packing Company, 

one of the leading industries of Waterloo, devoted to the packing of pork and 
l>tef. This is the only enterprise of the kind in the city and its growing business 
's indicated in the fact that there arc now two hundred employes. 

Mr. Rnlh is a native son of Iowa, having been liorn in Dubuque in l8f)0. 
His uthcr, George Kath, wa^ a native son of (ierniany and in 1848 arrived in 
^ state, casting his lot among the ^rly settlers. He took up his abode in 
I^Qbuque, where he engaged in the pork-packing business, and for many years 
was accorded a foremost position among the prominent business men of the 
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state. He served on tlu hunrd of aldcrincn in Dubuque anU was otherwise 
connected with public mlcresls. II is death occurred in January, 1906. 

E. F. Rath was reared and educated in the city of his nativity and after 
leaving school became connected with his father in the packing house. He was 
also engaged in the hardware business for some time but afterwar<] returned to 
the packing business and in 1S87 became a member of the firm of George Rath 
& Son, meat packers of Dubuque. In iSqi their plant in tiiat city was destroyed 
by tire and the same year The Rath Packing Company of Waterloo was or- 
ganized and lias since been one of the leading productive industries of the city. 
The present officers of the company are: J. W. Rath, president; F. J. Fowter, 
vice president ; and E. F. Rath, secretary and treasurer. The last named is also 
a n)cinl>Li of the board of directors of the Commercial Ctub and Board of Trade, 
and chairman of the manufacturers* committee 

Mr. Rath was married in iJVji to Miss Anna Kudobc. of Dubuque, .ind tho\ 
have become parents of four children : Reuben A., who is with The Rath 
Jt*acking Company ; Ruth E. ; George E. ; and William M. 

Mr. Rath is a member of the Presbyterian church, and his influence is always 
on the side of progress and improvement, justice and right. Unselfish and re- 
tiring. he prefers a (|uiet place in the background to the glamour of publicity, 
but his rare aptitude an<i ability in achieving results make his advice constantly 
soue^ht and often liring him into a prominence from which he would naturally 
shrink were less desirable ends in view. 



MISS MARGARET CELIA MYERS. 

It has been aplly said that this is preeminently the of woman. The 
reeot^nilion of her risbls is bemf:^ expressed in enlarged opportunities given to 
her through law as well as through pubhc opinion, tier itiHuencc is constantly 
broadening in scoiic and into almost every field of Intimate activity she has 
extended her efforts, attended with good results. It has been at only a com- 
paratively recent date that woman has been called to official connection wiU) 
the i)ul)lic schools, although through generations she has been active as a teacher 
lUack Hawk county has given exprcision of a public recognition of ability in 
choosing Miss Margaret Celia Myers tor the i>osition of county superintendent 
of schools and under her direction the educational system has been advanced 
and improved. 

Miss Myers is a native of Aurora. Illinois, and a daughter of Moses R. and 
Cclia ( \ roman) Myers, the fornu r a native of Ohio and the latter of Wiscon- 
sin. Ihey were married iti Allen ^ ( Irene. Walworth county. Wisconsin, and 
following that imjxjrtant event in their lives removed to Aurora, Illinois In 
ii<iji they came west to Iowa, scllling in lilack Hawk county upon a farm north 
of Waterloo. I'or several years the father devoted his attention to general 
agricultural pursuits but about 1899 he removed to Waterloo, where his death 
occurred in 1909. He was an enthusiastic and zealous republican and, while 
never a politician in the s^nse of ofHce seeking, he was nevertheless an effective 
factor in the success of his party. His life was ever actuated by Christian teach* 
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iligs and he held membership in the Grace Methotlisl EpiMiopal church. 1 ie was 
a man highly esteemed and loved by those who knew him and the memory of 
his apr^ht life remains as a benediction to all with, whom he came in contact. 

His widow survives and yet makes hcr home in Waterloo. 

Their daughfcr. Miss Myers, was a student in Iwth the East and West 
Waterloo \u^h schools and in the Iowa State Teachers' College. .\t an early 
age >hc ciiKred u|>on the profession of teachinj:^ nnd for twenty years was 
prominent among the educators of Black Hawk county. With the exception 
of a brief period of two years all of her work as teacher has been in this county. 
She spent, however, two years in connection with the schools of Manchester, 
Iowa. For five years she taught in the country schools, for six years was a 
teacher in the Cedar Falls schools and for seven years in the schools of Water- 
IcK). In 1912 she became the repuhlicnn nominee for county superintendent of 
schools and received an overwhelming majority in llie primarie'? and a larj,'e 
plurality at the following election She has proved niosl capable in the oiitice. 
licr work has been most thorough and the school system of Black iiawk county 
is second to that of no cotuity in the state. She has worked for the funda- 
mentals in education and in her work has embodied the thought of Kant, who 
says: "The object of education is to train each individual to reach the highest 
perfection i>ossible for him." She has ever recognized the fact that e<1' ntion 
is to develop ca|)acity and to this end her efforts have l>cen put forth. She 
has recognized another need in the civic life of the rotnnnnnty, the need for 
the development of the social interests and for a thorough understanding of 
present day conditions as bearing upon education and other phases of life. To 
this end she has organized township picnics and community gatherings in the 
iichoolhouses and has had competent lecturers to address these assemblages, 
thus doing much to encourage that comnmmity interest that makes life attractive 
in the rural districts and holds the young people on the farm rather than sending 
them to the cities. 

Miss Myers is a member ol the drace Methodist Episcopal church. Her 
vision of life and its opportunities is broad and her observations are keen and 
her deductions sound. She is in touch with that widespread civic spirit which 
is seeking the uplift of humanity and the benefit of all classes. She ranks with 
the able officials of Black Hawk county, is president of the North Central 
County Teachers' .-Xssot-intion, composed of eight counties, and is one of the 
well known educators connected with the public-school system of the state. 



PROFESSOR CHARLES W. KLINE. 

Professor Charles W. Kline, who for two years has been superintendent of 
schools of Waterloo, is guided in all of his work by hifjh ideals and has ever 
labored for the adoption of improved standards. His efTorts have indeed been 
of direct value and worth to the schools of Black iiawk county. His birth 
occurred in Marion ccnmty, Kansas, mi the 6th of October, 1B72, his parents 
being Levi and Amanda (Long) Kline, the former a native of Ohio and the 
latter of Tennessee. The father, who is now livii^ in Marion, Kansas, was 
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born near Lantoji, Stark county, Ohio, September 9, 1843, and about 1849 
accompanied his parents on their removal to Htmtii^on ooimty, Indiana. Sev- 
eral years later tiiey went to Wabash county, Indiana, and in the fall of 1856 

the family home was established in Logan county, Illinois, where they were 

living at the time of the outbreak of the Civil war. 

Levi Kline enlisted as a private near Broadwcll. Logan county, becoming a 
mciiihcr of Company F, Sevcnly-tliird Regiment cf Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 
on the 5th of August, 1862. lie served. until June 25, 1865, lacking but a short 
time of completing his full three years' tenn of enlistment. He was with 
the Army of the Cumberland and the first battle in which he participated was 
at Perryville, Kentucky. He was with the division commanded by the match- 
less Sheridan and served in that division until after the battle of Missionary 
Ridge, when he was transferred to the Army of the Potomac. Mr. Kline's 
rej^iineiit formed a part of the Twentieth Cor})s of the Army of the Lumber- 
land until after the battle of Missionary Ridge, when the Twentieth and Twenty- 
first Corps were consolidated as the Fourth, and with that command Mr. Kline 
served until the close of the war under different division commanders. After 
taking part in the battle of Perryville, October 8, 1862, he became ill with the 
measles and was in Nashville, Tennessee, thus incapacitated, at the time of the 
battle of Stone River, which was fought from the 30th of December. 1862, 
until the 2(1 of January. 1863. Mr. Kline was in the Chattanooga campaii^ 
and in the battle of Chickamauga, Georgia. Scpleinher 19 and 20, 1863. He 
also took part in the engagement of Missionary Ridge on the 25th of November, 
1863, and was in the expedition for the relief of Knoxville, Tennessee. While 
on that campaign he became seriously ill and was sent to the hospital at Knox- 
ville, Tennessee, where he spent a part of the winter of 1863-4. He was then 
transferred to Xasiiville. Tenne>;^ee, later to Louisville, Kentucky, and after- 
ward across the Ohio river to Jeltersonville, Indiana U'hen he was again able 
for duty he rejoined his raiment, at which time liic army was near Atlanta. 
He assisted in the capture of that place and with his regiment moved sooth of 
the dty and aided in destroying all the railroads. He took part in the battles 
of Jonesboro and Lovejoy Station and after the fall of Atlanta the regiment 
to which he belonged was sent back imder command of General George H. 
Thomas to Nashville, Tennessee. He particinnted in the battle of Franklin. 
November 30, 1864, and later, on the 15th and lOth of December of the same 
year, he participated in the battle of Nashville, which terminated the war for 
die Army of the Cumberland. After that battle the Fourth Anny Corps fol* 
lowed what was left of Hood's army as far south as Huntsville, Alabama, where 
they went into winter quarters. In March, 1865, the Fourth Army Corps was 
sent to eastern Tennessee, near the ^*irt;inia border, and was there stationed 
when the news of Appomattox was received. When tlie war was ended they 
were sent back to Nashville, where the Seventy-third Illinois was mustered 
out. 1 he regiment then returned to Camp Butler, near Springfield, and the 
men were discharged on the 25th of June, 1865. Mr. Kline is now a member 
of PoUodc Post, No. 42, G. A. R., of the Department of Kansas. 

Charles W. Kline supplemented his public-school education by study in the 
Kansas State Normal, from which he graduated with the class of 1898, and in 
the Kansas State University at Lawrence, in which he completed his course in 
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1902, wliilc in 1906 he won the degree of LL.B. upon graduation from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago Law Sdiool. After the completion of his course in the 
Kansas State University he was made principal of the high sdiool of Hutchin- 
son, Kansas, which position he occupied for three years, and at the end of that 
time was dected superintendent of schoob at McPherson, Kansas, where he 
remained for five years. In 191 t he came to Waterloo as principal of the east 
side high school and so continued through 191 1 and 191 2, when he was elected 
superintendent 01 schools in Waterloo. His preparation for his chosen profes- 
sion was thorough and his reputation is well earned. He has made a study of 
individual needs and at tfie same time has carefully studied tihe curriculum in 
order to meet the demands of the public for a broad yet practical education as 
a training for the later duties of life. The schools of Waterloo have benefited 
much through his efforts and he is able to inspire teachers and pupils with much 
of his own zeal and interest in the work. 

On the 15th of July, 1907, Professor Kline was married in McPhcrson, 
Kansas, to Miss Ftorence Upshan, and they have a daughter, Dorothy. They 
hold membership in the Presbyterian church and Professor Kline is also a 
Master Mason. For three years he was a member of the Kansas National Guard 
at Marion* Kansas. His [)n1itical indorsement has always been givoi the rq)ub- 
Hcan party since age conferred upon him the ripht of franchise and he regards 
it as the duly as well as privilege of every true American citizen to vote for 
the measures which he thinks will best advance the welfare of tlie country ai 
large. He is a member of the Commercial Qub of Waterloo and as such dMS 
everything in his power to further Uie interests of the city in which he now 
makes his home and which is proud to number him among its residents. 



HARRY W. SIG WORTH, M. D. 

The demands made upon the medical profession are many. If a lawyer is 
brusque and crabbed* it is believed to be because he is intent upon his profes- 
sional interests, which are nx>st complex and burdensome. If a minister seems 

unsympathetic and remote in manner, it is tlioun^ht that it is because he is en- 
gajje< I ill the contemplation of things beyond our ken. But of the physician and 
surgeon we demand not only broad an<l accurate scientific knowledge but also 
keen understanding, thorough sympathy and unabating courtesy. Meeting all 
these requirements, Dr. Harry W. Sigworth has gained a creditable position 
among the professional men of Waterloo during the seven years of his residence 
in this city. 

He was Ijorii in Ananiosa, Towa, in iS'78, a son of ]^\\ 11 W. Sij^worth. who 
has engaged in the practice of medicine in that place for nearly a half century. 
The son was reared in his native city and attended its public schools until he 
had mastered the branches which constitute the curriculum there. He after- 
ward attended the Iowa State University and completed his professional course 
in Rush Medical College of Chicago with the class of 1899. He then located in 
Anamosa and entered upon active practice with hi.s father, there remaining 
until 1907, when he removed to Waterloo, where he has since followed his pro- 
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fession. While he continues in general practice, he does much work in suigeiy 
and he has comprehensive knowledge of anatomy and the component parts of 
the human body, combined with that skill and steadiness of nerve which are 
so essential in difficuh and delicate surpcal work. He is now attcndint^ surpeon 
to the St. Francis Hospital of Waterloo and is district surgeon for the Illmois 
Central Railroad. He ha.s i>pecialized to a considerable extent in that rield 
and his rapidly developing power and ability have already placed him in the 
front rank among the leading surgeons of this part of the state. 

In 1902 Dr. Sigworth was united in marriage to Miss Daisy Htleman, of 
Waterloo. They attend the CbnprcRatlonal church and their home is the 
center of a cultured society circle. Dr. Sifrwnrth is connected with several 
fraternal organization*;, incliuliiii,' the Mlks and the Knights of Pythias, and in 
Masonry he has attained the Knight Templar degree and i^ also a Mystic 
Shriner. All these things, however, are but side issues in a life that is devoted 
to a beneficent work for mankind. Akmg strictly professional lines his mem- 
bership is in the Waterloo, the Black Hawk County, the Austin Flint, the Cedar 
Valley and the Iowa State Medical Associations. He is fortunate in that he 
pn<;sesses character ■ anil abilit\ which inspire confidence in others, and ihc 
siinjjle weii^ht of hi*- rharaeter and ability has rnrricd him into important rela- 
tions with professional interests in his adopted county. 



THOMAS STEILS. 

Thomas Steils is the owner of an excellent tann property on seciiutis J2 and 
j3, Cedar township. He is among the wortiiy representatives of agricultural 
life that Germany has furnished to this country. He was bom in that country. 
February 23, 1863, a son of John and Mary (Uhren) Steils, who were likewise 
natives of Germany. The father there followed farming and never came to the 
new world, remaininj^ in active connection with agricultural interests in hi? 
native land until his death, which occurred in June, 1S99. His wife passed 
away in January, 1914. 

Thomas Steils was reared and educated in Germany and began to earn his 
living as a farm hand, in whidi capacity he was employed until eighteen years 
of age, when he crossed the Atlantic, attracted by the broader <^iportunities of 
the new world. Making his way at once into the interior of the country, he 
became a resident of Gilbertville. Iowa, and secured employment as a farm 
hand. He was thus enga^^ed for about seventeen }ears. after whieli he renicsi 
a farm for thirteen years. During that period he carefully saved his earnings 
until his industry-, economy and frugality had brought to him capital sufhcient 
to enable him to purchase eighty-seven acres on sections 32 and 33, Cedar 
township. He at once began improving the tract and now has erne of the best 
improved places in the county. He has continuously operated this land since 
making the [•urchase and the neat and thrifty appearance of his j)laee is proof 
that his methods arc [jraetical and that he is actuated by a progressive spirit in 
the conduct of his farm work. 
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In April, 1899, Mr. Steils was united in marriage to Miss Annie McKevitt, 
a daughter of Michael and Grace (Thompson) McKevitt, who were natives of 
Ireland and came to the United States in the '4O8. Th^ settled first in Wisoon- 
dn, where they resided until about 1854, when they removed to FMack Hawk 

county, Iowa, the father purchasing land in Cedar township, whereon he 
engaged in general l.inning throughout his remaining days. He died March 16, 
i88(^, and his wife was called to her final rest on the 19th of June, 1892. Mr. and 
Mrs. Steils liave become the parents of four children: Joseph, John and Mar- 
garet H., who are all attending school; and Grace, who died in June, 191 1. 

Mr. Steils is now <me of the trustees of Cedar township, which position he 
has acceptably filled for four years. lie has also been constable for two years 
and has been of?ici;illy connected with the schools as a director. He votes with 
the democratic party and is a communicant of the Catholic church of Ciilben- 
ville. All of his life he has worked hard in order to win advancement, and step 
by step he has progressed until he is now one of the substantial farmers of his 
community, his property holdings being the visible evidence of a well spent life 
characterized by tndefatigaUe energy. 



J. F. CRISI*. 

J. F. Cri^ is a real-estate dealer of Waterloo and his business methods, 
enterprise and thorough reliability, have gained for him a large clientage. He 
was bom in South Dakota in 1882, a son of Walter and Lottie Crisp, both of 
whom were natives of Manchester, England, in which place they were reared 

and married, emigrating to the I'nited States forty-five years ago. They arrived 
in Minn- lr liii county, South Dakota, in 1869 and the father entered land from 
the govcrnuKnt. With characteristic energy he began to develop and improve 
his farm, and he and his wife still make their home thereon. Success has at- 
tended his efforts in substantial measure and he is now the owner of four hun- 
dred and fifty acres of choice land in that section situated near Sioux Falls. 
Moreover. a< one of the pioneer settlers of that district he has contributed 
largely to its development and upbuilding. In the family were four children, 
Waher J.. W. H.. K. F. and J. K. 

-Ml of the brotliers remained with the father until they attained their ma- 
jority and were educated in the public schools of Minnehaha county. South 
Dakota. J. F. Crisp, of this review, also attoided the State University at Ver- 
milion and in the acquirement of a liberal education thus laid the foundation 
for his later success. On attaining his majority he married and began farming 
<»n the old homestead, of which he had charge uiuil itx>0. when he removed to 
\\aterloo and here engaged in the real-estate business, which he started on a 
small scale. His business, however, has gradually increased in volume and im- 
portance to the present time. He makes a specialty of handling Iowa farms and 
Canadian lands and has sold many farm properties in this state. He has also 
negotiated sales of farms in Canada amounting to half a million dollars in the 
past two years, and he now has an option on seven thousand acres of land in 
the agricultural districts of Iowa, Canada and South Dakota. He knows values 
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and is thus able to make judicious purchases and profitable sales. In assoda- 
ti<m with C, C, Pierce, he is now engaged as distributor of the Ideal Safety 
Steering Device, for a Kansas City firm, in the state of Iowa, and Mr. Crisp is 

sole distributor in Minnesota. 

In 1903 Mr. Crisp was united in marriage to Miss Carrie Jerome, who 
was l)(jrii in South Dakota, a daughter of Frank and Elizaijeth JtrDiiiL-. who 
were natives of New York and in 1881 w£nt to South Dakota, where the father 
carried on general farming until his death. His widow still survives and is now 
living with Mrs. Crisp, who acquired her education in the Potsdam Nonnal 
School of Potsdam, New York, and afterward taught school for seven years 
prior to her marriage. She was one of four children and the second oldc?t. the 
others being Clarence, Wesley and \Villiam. To Mr. and Mrs. Crisp have been 
bom two children: Kmest Jerome, whose natal day was July 23, 1904; and 
John Vivian, born June 10, 1907. 

The family are all adherents of tiie Episcopal faith. They occupy a pleasant 
home at No. 1033 South street in Waterloo and enjoy the warm regard of many 
friends and neighbors. Mr. Crisp exercises his right of franchise in support 
of the men and measures of the rc|nil)h*cnn party and fraternally he is connected 
with the Masons and the Knights of Pythias. In the former he has attained 
high rank and is now a Noble of the Mystic Shrine. His business interests 
have been carefully directed and, making a clo.se study of real-estate conditions 
and values and of the market, he has been enabled to so direct his energies that 
substantial results have aocmed. 



ADAM H, SCHARES. 

Adam H. Schares, who has lived in Black Hawk county for about a half 
century and has successfully followed general agricultural pursuits throi]%faout 
his entire business career, now owns two hundred and eigh^-one acres of valu- 
able land, one hundred and twenty-four acres of which comprises his home 
farm on section 6, Sprinjr Creek township, and is one of the best improved prop- 
erties in the cotmty. His birth occurred in Prussia on the 15th of October, 
1855, his parents being William and Barbara (Hcincn) Schares, who were like- 
mt natives of that country. In 1865 they emigrated to the United States and 
located first in Illinois but at the end of two months came to Black Hawk county, 
Iowa. Here the father purchased and improved eighty acres of land in Fox 
township, which he cultivated successfully throughout the remainder of his life. 
His demise occurred in May, iRf^, while his wife survived until July, 1906, 
when she, too, was called to her final rest. 

Adam H. Schares, who was a lad of ten years when he accompanied his 
parents on their emigratkm to the new world, had begun his education in ^ 
schools of his native country and continued his studies in the district sdiools of 
Black Hawk county. He remained at home until twenty- four years of age 
and then started out as an agriculturist on his own account, cultivatins; a tract 
of rented land for two years. On the expiration of that period he purchased 
forty acres in Spring Creek township and began the improvement of the prop- 
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erty. As time jjassed and his financial res.<)urccs increased, owing to his untiring 
industry and capable management, he augmented his holdings by additional 
purchase until he now owns two hundred and eighty-one acres of rich and 
productive land. One hundred and twenty>four acres thereof lie in his home 
place on section 6, Spring Creek township, while the remainder is in Fox and 
Poyner townships. He cn!ti\atcs the cereals best adapted to soil and climate 
and also raises shorthorn Duriiam cattle and Duroc-Jcrsey hogs, meeting with 
gratifying success in both branches of his business. For the last sixteen years 
he has been a stockholder and director in the Farmers Creamery Com|>any of 
Gilbcrtville and he is likewise a stockholder in the German Savings Bank of 
Gilb^tvine. 

On the 15th of October, 1S79, IVIr. Scharcs was joined in wedlock to Miss 
Mary Kascht, a native of Chicago, Illinois, and a daughter of William and 

^far<:^nrct ( Tlustedt) Kascht. who were born in Prussia and came to America 
at an early day. The father was a tailor by trade and after reaching American 
shores made his way first t(» C hicas^o. Subsequently, however, he removed to 
Lemont, Illinois, where he purchased a small farm and was engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits until 1867, when he came to Black Hawk county, Iowa. Here 
he boui^ht ninety acres of land in Fox township, which he cultivated success* 
fully throughout the remainder of his active business career. His last days 
were spent in honorable retirement at Gilbertville, wlierc he passed away in 
1893, while his wife was called to her final rest in 1899. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Scharcs have been born nine children, namely: William ; Anna; Matilda; 
Mary; John; Margaret; Clara; iierbcrt; and Ida, who died in 1904. 

Mr. Schares gives his political allegiance to the democracy and is now ably 
servii^ in the capacity of trustee, having held that position for eleven years. 
His religious faith is that of the Catholic church. In his business dealings he 
has ever been straightforward and reliable, enjoying the confidence of those 
with whom he has been a<;?oriated. and as a worthy and representative citizen 
of HIack Hawk county he fully deserves the substantial prosperity which is his 
today. 



A, R. STILLWAGON. 

A. R. Stillwagon is a well known and prominent fif^^ire in real-estate circles 
in Waterloo, bein^ connected with several companies whicli operate largely in 
both country and city properties. He also has other important business con- 
nections and belongs to that class of energetic men who carry forward to suc- 
cessful completion whatever they undertake. He was bom in Cbnnellsville, 
Penn^lvania, in 1^4 ^ of Crawford and Jane Stillwagon. The 

father was a coal operator of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, and was also one 
of the politica! leaders of his state, prominently known as a representative of 
the democratic party. He died in August, 1908, while his wife passed away ' 
previously. 

A. R. Stillwagon acquired his education in the Keystone state and after his 
father's retirement from business, in 1904, took charge of the tatter's coal 
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interests. Subsequently he purchased the business, which he continued to con- 
duct until 1910, when he sold out and came to the middle west. He had operated 
iti the east under the name of the StilKvagon Coal Company and the Middle Run 

Coal & Coke rnmj)niiy and of (he latter business orj^a nitration was the president. 

On rciiiovini; to i(uva Mr. ^tillwas^on settled in Fayette county, where he 
purcha.sctl a larnt ot two hundrtti acros. but after several niontlis he ili«>jx;>ed 
of that property and since th;it time has made Waterloo his permanent head- 
quarters with olllces in the Lafayette building. At the present time he is con- 
fining his operations largely to handling his own properties, consisting of both 
farm land and eii\ real estate. He negotiates many important realty transfers 
annually an<l through judirions invrstmctit and jiroHtahle s.des he has trained a 
place amoni^ ihe i)ro*^per()iis real-e>late men of \h\< section ot iowa. He is now 
one of the stockholtlers and the president oi the W aierloo Sand & Gravel Com- 
pany ; is also a stockholder and the president of the Riverview Development 
Company; and since the ist of January, 1915. has been president of the Batavia 
Telephone Company. 

In 1907 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Stillwagon and Miss Wadena 
Van Sickle, who was l)orn in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, a daughter of 
Albert and V irginia \ an Sickle, lier father was one of the largest landowners 
of that county and was the vice president of the First National Bank of Somer- 
field. He was also interested in a wagon and carriage shop of that place. He 
died in the year 1908, but his widow sttU occupies the old homestead. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Stillwagon have been bom three children: Jane, who was bom in 
1908; A. Richard, born in 1909; and Albert V., twin brother to Richard, who 
died at the age of six months. 

.Mr. Stillwa^jon is a I'lnptist in religious failh, while liis wife holds nienilHT- 
ship in the .Methodist EpiscopJil church. Fraternally he is connected with the 
Loyal Order of Moose. In politics he is a republican, active and earnest in 
support of the party, yet has never been an office seeker. He recognizes, how- 
ever, the duties as well as the privileges pf citizenship and believes that every 
man should exercise his right of franchise in a manner he thinks will benefit 
the commtmity and country at large. His life has been a busy and n^efnl one 
and as llie years have v;nnv on he has imprtued his ojijiortunities and his ad- 
vantages wisely and well. He has made steady advanccmetit and his business 
ability is recognized by all with whom he has been brought in contact. 



PROFESSOR ROLLA E. EKLUND. 

The development of business has brought about constantly changing condi- 
tions resulting in the need of thoroughly trained men and women to control the 

interests and perform the duties intrusted to them. As the result of this need 
there has been established and develoi>cd the business college of the present day 
which, taking cognizance of the requirements of the commercial world, has 
developed its nirriculum to meet every need. Ii is no idle boast to .sav thai the 
College of Commerce of Waterloo, of which Trofessor Rolla E. Eklund i.s the 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



377 



president, ranks anionic t!ic foremost institutions nf this character, for tlic state- 
ment is j;ul)>taiitiatcd in the work of its pupils, and the city is to be congratulated 
upon having in its midst a school of such excellent character and repute. 

I'rofessor Eklund is a native of Moline, Illinois. He was born tn 1876, of the 
marriage of Lawrence and Louisa (Greene) Eklund, the former a native of 
Sweden and the latter of Illinois. They are now residents of La Crosse, Wis- 
consin. In the schools of Molinc. Rolla E. Eklund pursued his education until 
graduated from the high school with the ila>s of 184;! f!e completed a course 
in the Wisconsin Rusiness University of l.a ( iosm- in iS<jS and was afterward 
assistant teacher in that college for a year. He next went to VVausau, Wiscon- 
sin, where he had charge of the shorthand department of Toland's Business Uni- 
versity for a year. He then went to Toland's Business University at Monroe, 
Wisconsin, and after a year's connection with that school returned to the Wis- 
consin Business University at La Crosse, where he also spent one year. On the 
expiration of that period he was sent to Oelwein, Iowa, as manatjcr of Toland's 
Hnsiness University, and after acting as teacher there tor a year purchased the 
school, which he conducted at Oelwein through the succeetling five years. 

In i«p8 he opened the College of Conimerce in Waterloo and from the begin- 
ning the institution has met with success. Anyone meeting with Mr. Eklund 
would recognize him as an alert, energetic, determined man in whose vocabulary 
there is no such word as fail. From the beginning the attendance at the school 
has constantly increased until there are now several hundred [nipils. I'he work 
of the school has been tiioroughly s\ steniatizcd ant! orj^Mnized and Professor 
Kklund has surrounded himself with a most capaljle corps of assistants. The 
school i> located in the new Fowler block at East Fifth and Lafayette streets, in 
a building that is absolutely fifeproof, heated by steam, lighted by electricity, 
has hot and cold water, a sanitary drinking fountain and more window space 
than wall s])ace. The school is splendidly equipped with all of the devices com- 
mon to the business world. The course includes stenography, typewriting, book- 
keeping, banking, and in fact every requisite of training for the commercial 
world There is a civil service course, a commercial teachers* course and a sales- 
manship course. There is no belter indication of the efficiency of the students 
than to say that two of them have carried off world records for speed in touch 
typewriting, winning the Brown trophy and the amateur championship of the 
middle west in a typewrittl^ contest at Des Moines, where the representatives of 
the College of Commerce defeated students from business schools in Chicago, 
St. I.ouis. Omaha and iX- Moines. 'Fhey also won the F^emington student cham- 
l)ion-lii]) and llie Smith frcmier studtiU cliam]>ionship of the world. The record 
speed for touch tyj)ewriting on the Remington was made by Carrie .\nderson 
and on the Smith Premier by Ruth Herfurth, fourteen years of age, and the 
same teacher who instructed those pupils is still in charge of that department 
of the work. Mr. Eklund was the first school man in the state to use shields on 
his typewriters because he believed that this was the only correct way to teach 
touch typewriting. The students are not blindfolded so they will not sec the keys, 
because the shields so cover the keys that it is imi)ossible to >ce any part of 
ihem, making the students touch operators in every sense of the word and thus, 
having never to watch their fingers while they write, they can devote all their 
time to watching their notes and turn out more work in a day than the ordinary 
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stenographer. There is a graitcr detnund fruin business houses for the students 
of the College of Commerce than the school can supply. 

On the 23d of December, i<po2« at Barstow, lUinots, Professor Eklund was 
united in marriage to Miss Anna 1). 1-ctsch and their close assoi iatioti is not only 
through the home ties but also in the business world, for Mrs. Eklund assists her 
husband in the school. 

Professor ELluiul liolcU mcmlar.^hip with the FJks. He belongs .il>o lo ihc 
Commercial Club and Board of Trade and is niiercstcd in ail plans and projects 
for the upbuilding and benefit of Waterloo. His religious faidi is that of the 
Lutheran church. He has gained a wide and favorable acquaintance during the 
six years of his residence hi Bhck Hawk county and enjoys the high regard of 
all witli whom he has come in contact. Tils pupils regard him not only as an 
instructor, init as a friend who feels an trniividunl interest in his students and 
their success. lie lias licld lo the higlust standards in all educational work and 
has followed the methods of the pioneer in that he has instituted and developed 
new plans for the benefit of the school whereby the efficiency of the pupils is 
promoted. He is both forceful and resourceful and carries forward to successful 
completion whatever he undertakes. 



JOHN McCHANE. 

John McChane is extensively engaged in fanning in Spring Creek township, 
owning and cultivating four hundred and twenty acres of rich and arable land 
on sections 35 and 36. He follows the most progressive methods of farming and 
excellent results attend his lalxjrs. Moreover, he is regarded as a wide-awake, 
energetic business man who brooks no obstacles that can be overcome by per- 
sistent, earnest and honorable effort. 

Mr. McChane was bom in Joliet, Illinois, November 22, 1 852, a son of John 
and Margaret (Johnson) McChane, who were native of Scotland. Thinking 
to have better opportunities in the new world, they crossed the Atlantic and settled 
in Illinois about 185 1. They established their home at Joliet, where the father 
worked for three years, and then he removed with his family to Black Hawk 
county, Iowa, where for two years he cnp;aged in cultivatintj a rented farm. 
The family practiced frugality as well as industry during^ those years and after 
renting for a time Mr. McChane was able to purdiase property in Spring Creek 
township. He at once began to develop and improve his newly acquired posses^ 
sions and devoted the remainder of his life to cultivating his farm, which he 
purchased for seven dollars per acre and which as the result of his labors and 
the natural rise in land values is today worth one himdred and fifty dollars per 
acre. The death of Mr. McChane occurred in July, 1902, .while his wife passed 
away in 1894. 

John McChane was brought to Blade Hawk county by Iiis parents and 
remained with them until he reached the age of twenty-six, recdvii^ practical 
training in all lines of farm work, so that he was well qualified to manage a farm 
property when he started out for himself. He purchased one hundred and 
seventy-two acres of land in Spring Creek township and operated that farm for 
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tfiree years, at the end of which time he sold tile place and purchased his present 
property, comprising four hundred and twenty acres on sections 35 and 36, Spring 
Creek township. With characteristic energy he began the further development 

of this tarin and has since operated it. What he has accomplished is easy to be 
seen. 1 he pl.uc would attract more than a casnal ijlance from the passerby, for 
ihc farm is ncai aiul thrifty in appearance and p^ive.s every evidence of careful, 
practical and progressive supervision on the part of the owner. 

On the 1st of January, 1878. Mr. McChane was united in marriage to Miss 
Mdvina Sprague, a daughter of T. and Hannah (Baldwin) Sprague, who were 
natives of New York and pioneer settlers of Black Hawk county, arriving here 
when the work of pruj^ress and development had scarcely been begun. The 
father purchased land and here carried on general farmin^j throucrhoiit the 
remainder ot his days. To Mr. and Mrs. McChane were born four cliildren: 
Lilly, who died Jiuic 26, 1909; Maggie, the wife of L. H. Abbott, a resident of 
La. Porte City; John, who is married and is now operating his father's farm; 
and Harry, who carries on farming in North Dakota. The wife and mother 
passed away October ao, 191 1, and her death was the occasion of deep regret to 
those who knew her. 

Mr. MeChane is a Methodist in religious belief and has lived an upright and 
honorable life thai has won for hmi h\f^h regard. His political iudorsenient is 
given the democratic party and for the past twelve years he has served as trustee 
of Spring Creek township, being the present incumbent in that position. That • 
his record is most creditable is indicated in the fact that he has been again and 
again chosen for office. He is always interested in everything pertaining to the 
progress and welfare of his community, and his worth as a man and citizen is 
widely acknowledged. 



SAMUEL MARTIN RULE. 

Samuel Martin Kule, the general superintendent of the Fred L. Kimball Com- 
jKiryy f)f Waterloo, has ably served tn thi?; position of respnnsihility and im- 
portance during the past seven years. I lis birth occurred in dreeticastle, Pciuisyl- 
vania, on the 19th of April. 1878, his parents being James M. and Anna B. 
(Martin) Rule, who are also natives of the Keystone state. They removed to 
Lanark, Illinois, in 1881 and still reside on a farm near that town. 

Samud Martin Rule attended the public schools in the acquirement of an edu- 
cation and assisted his father in the work of the home farm until he had readied 
his nineteenth year, when he identified himself with the printing business as an 
apprentice on the Vinton (la.) Ka}.,de under ^^r. Murphy, who was then editor 
of the paper. At the end of three and a half years' service he became a member 
of the force of the Dysart Reporter at Dysart, Tama county, Iowa, while in 
February, 1901, he accepted a position with the Fred L. Kimball Compatiy of 
Waterkw, making his beginnii^ in the humble capadty of press feeder. His 
ability and trustworthiness soon won him recognition, however, and he rose 
steadily through the various departments until in 1007 he was made general super- 
intendent of the plant, having served in that position of responsibility to the 
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present time. His record is one well wortliy ot commendation and emulation, 
showing what may be accomplished when energy and ambition are wisety directed. 
On the 25th of June, 1902, Mr. Rule was united in marriage to Miss Nellie 

V'crhcrcn. of Waterloo, Iowa, by whom he has three children, namely : Robert J,, 
\ irginia M. and Jackson D. He casts an independent ballot, but is rather in 
favor of republican principles. Fraternally he is identified with Pythian I^djje, 
No. 81, K. 1'.. and he also belongs to the luwn Criers Club of Waterloo, while 
his religious faith is iiulicaied by his membership in the I'irst Methodist Epis- 
copal church, with which his wife is likewise affiliated. Those who know htm 
respect him for his sterling personal worth, and in all relations of life he 
measures up to the full standard of honorable, upright manhood. 



JOHN G. MILLER. 

John C Miller, a prominent and capable contractor of Waterloo, was born 
in Wurtemberg, Germany, on the 29th of December, 1871, a son of John G. and 
Libby ( Wall) Miller, who were lifelong residents of that country. The father, 
who was a blacksniilh and wagonmaker, died in iqu and was survived for one 
^ year by his widow. Their children were seven in number, namely : Rosa, who 
is still living in Germany ; Gotlibin, deceased ; Carrie, the wife of George Krcb 
of Bremer county, Iowa ; Christina, the wife of George Steinbron, also a resi- 
dent of Bremer county ; Christ, who is Irving in Retland« Iowa : Gottlob, of Ger- 
many ; and John G., of this review. 

The last named attended school in the fatherland and grew to manhood 
there, leaniinf^ the l)l:u k>~mitirs anfl wagonmaker's trade*: tinder his lather 
and finishing under auuiiier nia>ter. He subsequently nia<le a specialty of 
cutlery and at the age of eighteen, having finished his apprenticeship, came 
to America and settled in Iowa. For a year he worked in a creamery and was 
then emi^ed upon a farm for the same length of time. He next took up 
carpentering and followed that trade for a number of years. In the spring of 
1893 he came to \\'aterloo from Cf)lorado after havinp- worked in a nttmber of 
states. .After following,' carpentering in this eity for three vears he began to 
take contracts for work and since iScfb has continued in that line. He has built 
some of the finest homes, business buildings and churches in Waterloo and is 
one of tfie best contractors in the city. In 1910 he began developing his own 
property and has since contributed in no small degree to the material expansion 
of tl^e city by building and selling substantial houses. He is a pion^ in the 
erection of apartment bnildings in Waterloo and has built and now own?; ?ome 
of tlie largest and finest apartment houses here, amon<^ which may be men 
tioned the Colonial and Superior. Since beginning cuntracling he has done a 
business of from thirty thousand dollars to one hundred thousand dollars per 
year, a record which places him among the most prosperous and substantial 
men of the city. In addition to his property in Waterloo he owns several 
im])roved farms in the Red River valley, Minnesota and North Dakota, from 
which he derives a gratifying addition to his income. 
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Mr. Miller was married on the 26th of September, 1896, to Miss Emma 
Ouughener, who is a native o£ Waterloo and a daughter of W. S. and Susan 
(Biekley) Goughener. Her mother was a sister of the late Dr. G. G. Biekley. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Miller have been bom ten children: Miriam, who is taking 
the libera! arts course at the University' of Iowa; Robert, Reuben and Francis, 
attending the high school at Waterloo; Ruth, Moses, Aaron, and Jolin G., Jr., 
the fifth of that name, who are in the public schools ; Esther ; and Homer. 

Mr. Miller is a republican but does not feel himself bound by party ties if 
an independent vote would better serve the public good. He is a member of the 
Christadelphian Society. His success is notable in itself, but more so when we 
consider that when he emigrated to this country a youth of eighteen he was 
entirely without capital and was otm^lled to rely altogether upon his business 
ability and energy in the struggle to attain success. Integrity and uprightness 
are as characteristic of his life as enterprise and good business ju<^;ment, and 
his fellow citizens all hold him in high r^rd. 



CHARLES F. SCHILDMEIER, 

Charles F. Schiidmeier is the owner of an excellent lanu of one hundred and 
sixty-nine acres on section 4, Spring Creek township, and in its cultivation is 
meetii^f with substantial success. He was bom May 27, 1864, in the township 
which is still his home, his parents being Christ and Christina (Hartwig) Schiid- 
meier, both of whom were natives of Germany. Leaving the fatherland, they 
crosscnl the Atlantic to the new world and made their way to Iowa, takinj^ up 
their abode in lUack llawk county in the '50s. The father purchased land in 
Spring Creek township and resolutely set to work to bring the wild prairie under 
cultivation. The remainder of his life was devoted to the further development 
and improvement of this farm, which as the result of his untiring labors became 
a very desirable property. He died in November, 191 2, after a residence of 
about sixty years in this county. He was widely known and was munbered among 
the early settlers who were instrumental in laying the foundation ii|x>n which 
has been built the later progress and prosperity of the county. For sixteen 
years he survived his wife, who passed away in 1896. 

C. F. Schiidmeier was reared and educated in Black Hawk county, his time 
being divided between the work of the fidds and attendance at the district 
schools. After he put aside his text-books his undivided attention was given 
to the farm and its further cultivation and he remained on the home place until 
forty years of age. He then purchased one hundred and sixty-nine acre? of land 
•-ituated on section 4, Spring Creek township, and at once began the task ut fur- 
ther improving this place. He has since continued its cultivation and has one 
ut the flne farms bf the county lacking in none of the accessories, conveniences 
and equipments known to tfie model farm of the twentieth centuiy. His fields 
iM-ing forth good crops and he has good grades of stock upon his place. His 
buildings are modern and substantial and he has secured the latest improved 
machinery to facilitate the work of planting, cultivating and harvesting his crops. 

VU. U— 21 
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On the 27th of August, 190J, Mr. Schildtnekr was united in marriage to 
Miss Mary Hoppe, a daughter of Carl L. and Christina (Tebbe) Hoppe, who 
are mentioned elsewhere in this volume. Mr. and Mrs. Schildmeter have become 

the i)a rents of two children: Otto, who was born in February, 1909, and died 
when he was but four months old; and Lillic, who i? now two years of .ige. 
The parents hold membership in the Lutheran church and are loyal to its 
teachings. 

Politically Mr. Schildmeier is a democrat and keeps in touch wi^ modem 
political problems but does not sedc nor desire office. He has always lived in 
Black Hawk county and the fact that many of her native sons have rcmaine<l 
here is indicative of the attractiveness of this section as a place of residence and 
the opportunities here offered citizens. For a half century he has witnessed the 
changes which have occurred as the work of improvement has been carried 
forward, making this one of the progressive and prosperous comities of the 
commonwealth. 



RICHARD T. GLESSNER. 

Richard T. Glessnei, an active business man engaged in dealing in teed and 
flour in Waterloo, selling both to the wholesale and retail trades, was bom in 
Smnerset county, Pennsylvania, November 25, 1873, a son of Joseph T. and 
Mary A. (Kimmel) Glessner, who were also natives of Somerset county, the 

former born November 22. 1S51, and the latter on the t/th of May, 1850. The 
father devoted his entire life to farming and in the sjjring of 1894 he left the 
east and came to Iowa, settling on a farm on the F.af^Ie Center road in lUack 
Hawk county. Subsequently he removed to a farm just south of Waterloo on 
the Blue House road, where he and his wife now reside. He is now practically 
living retired, altlwugh he stilt gives supervision to the cultivation of his fields. 

Richard T. Glessner s|jcnt the period of his boyhood and youth in the Key- 
stone state, acquired his education in the public schools of Somerset county and 
when twenty-one years of ae^c accompanied his parents on their removal to 
Iowa. He ihcn worked tor others as a farm hand to the lime of his marri.ige, 
when he began farming on his own account on a tract of land on the llluc House 
road, where he remained for a year. He then removed to Spring Creek town- 
ship, where he continued for nine years, and then returned to his first place. 
There in connection with general farming he conducted a dair> business for five 
years, at the end of which time he sold ont and came to Waterloo, where ht' 
embarked in the feed btisiness, lie now handles feed of all kinds and also dour, 
selling both to the wholesale and retail trades, and in the periotl of his connection 
with the commercial interests of this city he has built up a gratifying and sub- 
stantial business. 

On the i6th of March, 1898, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Glessner 

and Miss Thurza F. Teeter, who was bom in Spring Creek township, this coun^, 

a daughter of Daniel and Emeline (Gark) Teeter, both of whom were natives 
of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, the former lK)rn July 5, 1825, and tlie latter 
on the 30th of April, 1S32. Mr. Teeter was a farmer by occupation and about 
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1849 he hrnnj^ht his familv to Iowa, settlinc;^ first in JefTerson county, hut ?oon 
afterward he rcinoved to Spring: C reek lownship, lllack Hawk county. c-asUiiL; in 
his lot with ilic pioneer settlers, ile shared in all the hardships and privations 
incident to pioneer life and bore his part in the work of early development and 
improvement He could relate many interesting^ incidents of the early days and 
he lived to witn«s remarkable changes. His death occurred in 1903, whilq hi.s 
widow still resides in \\'atcr1oo. He filled variotis local offices, including that of 
township assessor, in wliieh cnpacity he served for twenty-two years, his long 
continuance in the ofiice being vuiinistakahle pntof of !iis eayiahility and fidelity 
in that [)osition. To Mr. and Mrs. Cjlessner have been born three children, Ida 
r»., Ira D.. and Herschel H., all at hcnne and all attending school. 

Mr. Glessner is a member of the Church of the Brethren. His political 
indorsement is given to the men and measures of the republican party and he 
has lilled the office of clerk of Spring Creek township and has also served on 
the t>oaid of education. Tie is interested in everything that pertains to public 
j)rogress and improvement and his cooperatioti can always be counted upon to 
further plans and measures for the general good. Residing in this county 
throug^hottt the period of his manhood, he is wdl known and an analyxation of 
his life record shows that the success which he now enjoys is the direct outcome 
of his persistent labor and spirit of enterprise. 



J. WILLIAM MORRISON. * 

J. William Morrison, residing on section 31, Cedar township, is cultivating 
an excellent farm of one hundred and eighty acres, which he has brought to 
a high state of cultivation. He %\ 1 1 in in Cedar county, Iowa, in August, 
1886. a son of Thomas and .Sina ( MrMuriii 1 Morrison, who arc 'd]<(> iiatives of 
that county. The father ha*; lollowed airrienltiiral i)ursuits throughout his 
entire life, .\fier operating a farm in Cc<lar coutity for a ntmiber of years he 
removed to Story cfiunty, where he engaged in farming for three years. He 
then came to Cedar township. Black Hawk county, and took charge of the 
L. I". I'oulk farm, which he operated until 1912 or for about twenty years, 
winning substantial success during that period. He then retired and removed 
to Waterloo, where lie purehascd a nice home sTirrounded by two and a (jtiarter 
arre-i of s^ronnd. He does a little truck gardening now hnt has laid aside the 
nn^re arduous and strenuous duties of lite to enjoy a well earnetl rest in the 
evening of his days. 

J. William Morrison was largely reared and educated in Cedar township and 
has spent the greater part of his life on the Foulk farm. In his youthful days 
he became familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for the- 
crops, for he assisted his father in the farm work and aided in convertinji;' the 
land into very producti'/e ht lds. He therefore had eon^iderahle valuable experi- 
ence when he began larnung on his own account. When his father left the 
place he rented it and is now busily engaged in the further cultivation of one- 
hundred and eighty acres of rich land. The soil is arable, and the methods which: 
he employs in crop production result in good harvests each year. 
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On the 15th of I cbruary, 1912, Mr. Morrison was united in marriuge lo 
Miss Zqriia Huppert, a daughter of Jacob ami Susan (Tetiiplin) liuppert They 
now have one child, Alfred A. In his political views Mr. Morrison is a repub- 
lican and keeps well informed on die questions and issues of the day but does 

not seek nor desire office, preferring to concentrate his energies upon his business 

affairs. He is a Presbyterian in religious faith, and his has been a well spent 
life, brinf^infj (o him not only success in liis labors but also the respect and good- 
will of his lellowmen. 



CHARLES F. HOPPE. 

Charles F. I loppe is lillinj; the otTue of township clerk in Sprinj,' Creek luwn- 
bhip and is also engaged in general farming on sections 4, y and 10. He wa.s 
born in Germany, September 10, 1869, a son of Charles L. and Christiiia (Tebbe) 
Hoppe, who were likewise natives of Germany. The fadier followed farming 
in the old country, devoting his attention to the work of tilliuf^ the fields there 
until 1883, when he came to America, settling first in Indiana. After about a 
year, however, he removed to lUack Hawk county, Iowa, and purchased land 
in Spring Creek township, where he carried on farming until 1912, when he 
rctned from active business life and ts now living with his son. 

Charles F. Hoppe was reared and educated in Germany to the age of four- 
' teen years, when he came to the new world with his parents. He afterwards 
worked out as a farm hand for two years in Indiana and for four years in 
Iowa, but he was anxious that his labors should more directly benefit himself 
and he used every advantage which would enable him ultimately to begin farm 
iui; on his own account. At length he rented two hundred acres of lan<l and 
continued the development and further cultivation of that farm fur lifteeii years. 
He lived economically, carefully managed his business intereste and while rent- 
ing was able to accumuhte a sum sufficient to permit the purchase of eighty 
acres of his present farm. This he also Operated in addition to the tract of 
two hundred acres which he rentetl. He at once set about improving the place 
and later he purchased eighty acres more. Thi<; was in 1896, the first eighty 
acres having come into his iK>s.->cssion three years before. His land lies on sec- 
tions 9 and 10, Spring Creek township, the buildings being all on the latter section. 
He at once b^n improvii^ the place and now has one of the best farm prop- 
erties in the county. He afterward purchased a tract of one hundred and sixty 
acres adjoining, on section 4, and this, too, is improved. He has continuously 
(grated his farm since it came into his possession and his labors have been 
attended witii (Erratifyinq- result^. His methods are at once practical and pro- 
gressive and what he undertakes he Carries forward to successful completion. 

On the 22d of November, ii>93, Hoppe was united m marriage to .Miss 
Emma Schildmeier, a daughter of Christian and Christina Sdiildmder, who were 
natives of Germany and pioneer settlers of tiiis county* where they arrived aboat 
1858. They bought seven hundred and twenty acres of land in Spring Credc 
township and Mr. Schildtncier continued the further cultivation and improve- 
ment of that property throughout his remaining days. His life's labors were 
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ended in December, 1904. He had for two years survived his wiic, who i)asseji 
away in August, 1902. To Mr. and Mrs. Hoppe were bom three children: 
Helena the wife of August Himmennan, a fanner of Buchanan county, Iowa ; 
and Edwin C. and Arthur C, at home. The wife and mother passed away in 
I'ebruarj', 1901, after an illness of but five days. Later the father married 
Christina Schildmcicr, a sister of his first wife, and two children have been bom 
of this union. Otto W. and Oscar C. 

In addition to his home farm Mr. I fnppc has business intertsts t lsi where, 
being a stockholder and director ot the l armers Exchange at La i'orie City 
and also of the Fanners Telephone Company. He exercises his right of franchise 
in support of the men and measures of the democratic party and His rel%ious 
faith is that of the Lutheran church. He is now filling the ofhce of township 
clerk, in which capacity he has served for four years. He is hkewisc justice of 
the peace and has occupied that position for eipfht years, his decisions herns: 
strictly fair and impartial, based upon the law* and e<iuity in the case, lie has 
made an excellent record both in ofhce and out of it and he enjoys the high 
regard and goodwill of all with whom business or social relations have brought 
him in contact. 



J.\COr. H. FLHL. 

Jacob H. Fehl. the period of whose residence in Dlack Hawk county covers 
about four decades, has devoted his time and energies to general agricultural 
pursuits throughout his entire business cnrccr and is now the owner of three 
hundred and ihirty five acres of valuable land on sci'tinns r,^, 14, 23 and 2.\, 
l^pring t reek townhhij). ITis birth occurred in Wisconsin on the JQlh of June. 
1865. his paicnls being Jacob and Maggie (Loeb) Fehl, both of whom were 
natives of Germany. They were brought to this coutitry in childhood by their 
respective parents, who located in Wisconsin, where Jacob Fehl. Sr., was reared 
to manhood and turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. In 1875 he came 
to Black Hawk county, Iowa, purchasing land in Spring ( ' township which 
he cultivated successfully until I00<). In that year he put aside the active work 
of the fields and has since Hvofl retired, now making his home in Minnesota. 
His wife was called to her luml rest in the fall ot 1905, 

Jacob II. Fehl, who was a lad of ten years when he came to this county with 
hib parents, acquired his education in the schools of his native state and of Black 
Hawk county and remained at home until twcnty-six years of age. He then 
embarked in agricultural pur.suils on his own .iccount, purchasmg a tract of eighty 
acres in Spring Creek township and -iilxequently sixty acrc^ tnore. imprnvint; 
an<l operating the property for cicfhteen years. On the expiration of thai period 
he disposed of that land and bought three hundred and thirty-live acres on sec- 
tions 13, 14, 23 and 24, Spring Creek township, which he improved and has cul- 
tivated continuously to the present time. The annual yield of his fields is most 
gratifying, returning to him a substantial income, and he is numbered among 
the representative and prosperous farmers of his section. 
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On the ^otli of Octubtr, 1891, Mr. Fchl was united in marriage to Miss 
Lena Sdiutte, a daughter of Arnold and Augusta (Gusse) Sclnitte, boOi of wiuun 
were natives of Germany. They became pioneer settlers of Buchanan county. 
Iowa, where Mr. Schutte followed farming until he passed away in 1871. His 
widow >nrvivcs and resides on the old home place in that count)'. To Mr. and 
Mr.^. i'ehl h;i\c l>rcn !>orn four children, as follows: XN'altcr. at home: Neva, 
who is the wife of Lewis I'.oiiorden, an agriculturist of Spring Creek township, 
and Lawrence and Lirace, both at home. 

Mr. Fehl gives bis political aUeg^ce to the repuUican party and is now serv- 
ing as a school director, having been a member of the board of educaticm for 
twenty years. He i^ also one of the present trustees and has made an eiiceflent 
record as a public official, discharging the (iutics devolving upon him in a prompt 
and capaltic manner, ilh religious faith is that of the derman Lutheran church, 
the teachings of which (ind cxciniilitKation in his daily conduct. During his life 
lie has careiuUy nultd and utilized his opjx^rtunities, and his example oi unre- 
mitting industry and perseverance is one well worthy of emulation. 



VV. H. STEWART. 

The industrial iiueresls of Waterloo find a worthy and well known represciita 
ttve in W. H. Stewart, who is the president of the General Machinery & Supply 
Company. Through the period of his residence in this city, covering fifteen 

years, he has made for himself a creditable name and place and his popularity 

among his fellow townsmen is indicated in the fact that he is now secretary of 
the Town Criers Club. He w.ts horn tn Lake Mills, Iowa, in 1887, and was 
theietdie but a youn£j lad when he accompanied his paretUs on iheir removal to 
Waterloo, His father. J. H, Stewart, was identified with the manufacturing 
interests of Waterloo for an extended period and is mentioned elsewhere in ^is 
volume. 

In the pursuit of his education W. H. Stewart attended the East Waterloo 
high school and the Waterloo Business College, and later he entered the employ 
of the Cement Tile Machinery Con^pany. accepting the ]X)sition of l>ookkce]^r. 
Cjradually. however, he was advanced to jxisitinns which jjlaccd ui>on him j^reatcr 
responsibilities anti when he severed his tunneclion with the company two years 
ago he was secretary. He entered upon his present business at that time and in 
December, 1912, the business was incorporated under the name of the General 
Machinery & Supply Company, with a capital stock of twenty thousand dollars. 
Of this company W. II. Stewart is now the president; W. L. N'orthrup, vice 
pre-ident; U. D. McCarty, vice president; and R. O. Jay, secretary and treasurer. 
Tlu \ handle everything in contraclors' equipments, caterinj^ to the builders' 
trade, and their output is now extensive. The business has -been carefully sys- 
tematized, its methods have been wisely formulated, and the spirit of enterprise 
which characterizes every department has brought to them increasing success. 
Mr. Stewart is ,dso a director of the Cement Products Company. 

On the <>th of .\pril, 1911. occurred the marriage of Mr. Stewart and Miss 
Gertrude Lillian Jay, of Marshalltown. Iowa. They are well known in Water- 
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loo atui the ho<5p!tality of the best homes is freely accorded them. Mr, Stewart 
holds membership in the Commercial Qub and Doard of Trade. He is one of 
the younger representatives of business life here and stands as a type of the 
energetic* indtistriotts young men who see and recognize opportunities and util* 
ize them to the best advantage. Such men are the real upbuiiders of a city*s 
business development and greatness. 



J. M. SCHENK 

J. M. Schenk, president of the Cement Tile Machinery Company, of Water- 
loo, was born on a farm in Bennington township, Black Hawk county, in 1866, 
his parents being Joseph ntid Mary Schenk. In his boyhood and youth he attended 
the riistrict schools and when twenty years of age he began learning the car- 
l>entcr s trade. He worked in the country for three years and then came to 
Waterloo, where he was employed until the spring of 1893, when he went to 
Atlantic, Iowa, where he spent five years in tiie operation of a planing mill. He 
then sold out and returned to Waterloo, at which time he entered into partner* 
ship with F. S. Salisbury. They established what was known as the Novdty 
Wood Works located on Almond street. At a later date, however, the business 
was removed to i'last Seventh street and the plant is now known as the Waterloo 
Sash & Fixture Works. Mr. Schenk and his partners conducted the business 
for five years, Mr. Schenk being the secretary and treasurer, and he is still a 
stockholder and one of the directors. 

During the last two years of his connection with the Novelty Wood Works 
he invented and patented a machine for making cement drain tile and with this 
patent as a basis he organized a cnmjyany in connection with J. TI. .Stewart and 
F. II. PtitYner for the niannfacturc of the machine which he had invented. The 
new company was organized in 190(3. They have since greatly increased their 
capacity and have also undertaken the manufacture of many other kinds of 
machinery relative to the handling of cement {Moducts. They claim as one of 
their most important achievements the Bell End Cement Sewer Pipe Machine, 
which required nearly five years to bring to successful completion and which 
is now an unqualified success. Because of this invention and its recognized 
value the Cement Tile Machinery' Coinpany has recently taken steps to organize 
a new company for the i)Urpose of handling the business and placing the new 
machine ujxjn the market on a royalty basis. This will necessitate a greater 
capital and also an increase of factory facilities. Mr. Schenk has indeed made 
for himself a creditable and enviable place in the business world tiirough his 
inventions and manufacturing interests. Mr. Schenk has studied all forms of 
mechanical devices, particularly those relating to cement products, and his efforts 
have 'hv_Ti of <7rvp.t vrilue along this line. 

In lyoi occurred the marriage of Mr. Schenk and Miss Ella Sykes, a native 
of New York and a daughter of H. A. Sykes. Coming to the west, she made 
her luune for several years vrith an aunt and then gave her hand m marriage 
to Mr. Schenk. They have become the parents of five children, Albert J., Roger 
L., Esther May, Arthur and Helen. 
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While Mr. Schenk usually votes with the republican party, he is somewhat 
liberal in his political views, nor has he ever beoi an office seeker. He belongs 

to the Masonic fraternity and his family are connected with the Presbyterian 

church. Practically his entire life ha? been spent in Black Hawk county and 
the substantial qualities he has displayed, not only in business aflfair?. but also 
in public connections, have won for him the high repnrd which is uuifornilv 
accorded him and the recognition that places him among the representative citi- 
zens of this part of tiie state. 



JOSEPH REUTER. 

As a merchant of Gilbertvillc Joseph Renter has gained an enviable repu- 
tation and a substantial success, his genera! store being one of the most pros- 
perous in die town. He was bom near Essen. Westphalen, Germany, in 1865. 
a son of John and Hizabeth (BtlHsbach) Renter, both of whom were bom in 
Neiderland, Germany, the former in 1839 and the latter in 184I. The father 
is still livinjT but the mother died in 1902. John Renter was a coal miner and 
farmer in his early life and followed those occupations until he came to the 
United States in 1881. He removed with his family to Eagle Center, lliack 
Hawk county, Iowa, and found employment upon farms in that neighborhood 
until 1905. In that year he purchased land near Jubilee and operated his farm 
until he retired from business life. He raised both grain and stock and his 
industry enabled him to win success. In politics he was a democrat and served 
acceptably as road bos« 

Joseph Renter is the oldest in a family of five children and after arriving 
at suitable years began working as a farm hand. He saved his earnings with 
the view of becoming a landowner and eventually accumulated sufficient capital 
to buy a farm. He still owns one hundred and diirty^seven acres in Poyner 
township. Aside from the ordinary worie of the farm he owned and conducted 
a tiircdung machine, which side line returned to him quite a good profit. Tie 
f^zve up aj^ricnlture nnd went into the furniture business in Waterloo, in which 
he continued for four years. At the end of that time he returned to the farm 
and devoted his energies to agricultural pursuits for seven years, but in 1913 
he came to Gilbertville and entered the mercantile field here. He conducts a 
general store and carries a fine line of goods, seeking always to meet the demands 
of his customers. His courtesy and honesty together with the high quality of 
his goods have enabled him to build up in a comparatively short time a lucrative 
patronage. 

Mr. Renter married Miss Mary Schmitz, a native of Black Hawk county 
and a daugliter of Jacob and Katrina (Gales) Schmitz. The father was bom 
in Thrarer, Germany, and the mother in Luxemburg. Mr. Schmitz came to this 
county in 1849, when evidences of pioneer life were to be seen upon every hand, 
and became the owner of land in both Fox and Poyner townships. He entered 
enthusiastically into the work of developing his farm and of building up a 
healthy community life. He helped to erect schools and churches in his neigh- 
borhood and aided much in the securing of good roads. He was one of those 
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who, coming here when the county had changed hut little from the prairie over 
which the Indians roamed, were nevertheless undismayed and labored steadily 
and courageously to lay the foundations of a fine civihzation. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Renter were bom eight dwldren: John, who is in the store with his father; 
Clara and Joseph, at home; Bertha, Mary and Theodore, all attending the 
Sisters' school ; Loretta; and Agnes. 

The family belong to the Catholic church and Mr. Reuter is a member of 
the C.ithnlir Order of Foresters and also of the German Central Society of the 
United States, which is a national organization. He is likewise a member of 
the St. I^urensius Society and for the past four years he has been chief ranger 
of the Foresters, and in all of tlie organizations with which he is identified is 
well known and popular. His political beliefs accord with the principles of the 
democratic party and he supports the candidates and measures of that organiza- 
tion at the polls He has held a number of minor offices and is always willing 
to aid in advancing the public welfare. He has a number of business connec-* 
tions in his community. He is a stockholder and the president of the German 
Savings Bank of Gilbertville, of which institution lie has hecu tlie executive 
head since its incorporation. He also owns stock in the Gilbertville Light Com- 
pany, the creamery company, and the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Rail- 
way. For six years he was pre^dent of the creamery company and in all of 
his business connections he has displayed marked ability and good judgment. 
He has been identified with tiie progress of the county in many ways, and his 
Ufe has been a force that has made for advancement. 



MONTE G. FOSS. 

Monte G. Fom, an enterprising young agriculturist and well known native 
son of BUick Hawk county, resides on section 26, Big Creek township, cultivat- 
ing one hundred and eighty acres of his father's farm. His birth occurred in 
that township in Januarj', 1888. b'<; parents being Iv B. and Ida P. f Finch) Foss. 
the former a native of Illinois and the latter of Pennsylvania. K. B. Foss came 
to this county with his parents in 1856 and his education, begun in Illinois, was 
here continued. When his age and strength permitted he undertook the active 
work of the fields, and his attention has been devoted to agricultural pursuits in 
Black Hawk county continuously to the present time. He now owns four hun- 
dred acres of valuable land on section 26, Big Creek township, improved with 
two sets of buildings. The period of his residence in this county covers nearly 
.SIX decades, and ho has long enjoyed an enviable reputation as one of its 
respected and prosj)crous citizens. His wife, who also yet survives, likewise 
has an extensive circle of friends here. 

Monte G. Foss was reared and educated in Black Hawk county, attending 
the public schools of La Porte City. He remained under the parental roof 
until twenty-three years of age, when he was married and established a home 
of his own. adjotninp^ tliat of his father. He cultivates one hundred and eighty 
acres of his father's farm on section 2fi. Big Creek township, and the well tilled 
fields annually yield golden harvests in return for the care and labor which he 
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bestows upon them. He is a slocklioider in the Proclucef; Elevator Company 
of La Porte City and the La Porte City Creamery Company, 

In Novemberp 191 1, Mr. Foss was united in marriage to Miss Louise Bedard, 
a daughter of N. P. and Fannie (Moran) Bedard, the fonner a native of Canada 
and the latter of Illinois. Both Still survive. Mr. Bedard came to Iowa in a 
very early day, settling in Tama cnunty, where he has operated a farm continu- 
ously to the present time, his property lyin^ near the I'laek Hawk county line 
Mr. and Mrs. Foss have two children, namely: Xoel M., who is two years old; 
and Mcnia I., who is in her first year. 

In politics Mr. Foss is a republican and for two years has abfy served as 
assessor of Big Creek township. He was reelected to that oflke at the recent 
election but tendered his resignation. His religious faith is that of the Catfiolic 
church. He has remained a resident of this county from his birth to the present 
time and is widely known as a popular young citizen and progressive agriculturist. 



O. W. ARMAGOST. 

O. W. Arma^ost is a well known contractor and Imilder of Waterloo, engaged 
in the construction of all kinds of Imildin^s. imluding fireprt»of btructurcs. fic 
lias kept in touch with the rapid advancement along building lines and is 
acquainted with all the practical phases of the trade as well as the more sdentific 
principles and features of the business. A native of Charies City, Iowa, tie was 
bom on the loth of April, 1873, and is a son of Absalom and Emma V. Arniagost» 
the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Illinois. They were mnr 
ried in Charles City, Iowa, and the father operated an elevator and conducted 
a fjrain business at that point for twenty year?, T^ter he removed to Elma. Iowa 
where he conducted business for fifteen years, retiring from active life at the 
end of that time. His wife passed away in Elma in 1901 but he survives and 
is now making his home at La Cygne, Kansas, at the age of seventy years. 

O. W. Armagost was the second in order of birth in their family of Bve 
children and in the schools of Charles City and Flma he pursued his education, 
supplemented hy a conrse in a Imsiness collejjfe at Dubuque. He made his initial 
step as a builder wliea ei^liteen years of age by entering upon an apprentice- 
sliip and followmg the comi)letion of his term he engaged in carpentering tor 
a few years. He afterward engaged in the grain business at Ebna, Iowa, and 
at Hayfield, Minnesota, at which points he conducted a grain trade for two 
years. At the end of that time he turned his attention to the diaying business 
in Elma, at which he continued for three years and then resumed work at the 
carpenter's trade. For the past ei^dit years he has done contract work and in 
the meantime he was connected with the international Correspondence Schools 
as district solicitor. During the last eight years, in which he has confined his 
attention to contracting and building, he has erected a number of flie proininent 
residences of Waterloo and also a number of the leading business houses, includ- 
ing the Hileman & Gindt building, used for undertaking parlors; the Oise Daiiy 
building; the Bronson & Dotson garaije. on Sycamore between Seventh and 
Eighth streets ; the McMurray Theatre building ; and the residences of Dr. Ben- 
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m-tt. J. Corson and A. L. Walker. He also erected a tiiio residence for the 
Highland Improvement Company in the Highland addition and the residences 
of L. A. Gaiser, George McGuyer and G. W. Hill, and also built two homes for 
James Raster. He has erected a number of other important buildings in Water- 
loo and is now engaged on the construction of a tfiree-story apartment building 
in Cedar Falls. He makes a specialty of buying lots and building homes on 
them for sale and in this speculative buildinfi; is meetinij with excellent success. 
He employs from ten to thirty workmen according to the season and his labors 
have been an element in the improvement of the city 

In i8t>S Mr. Armagost was married to Miss Loutie M. Brink, who was born 
in Nashua, Iowa, a daughter of M. D. and Helen Brink, both natives of New. 
York. Removing westward, th^ settled in Illinois and afterward came to Iowa, 
where they were married. The father stibsequently followed farming until his 
retirement from active business life. He and his wife, however, still live on 
the old home farm near Nashua. Mrs. Anuatjost was the fiftli in order of birth 
in their family of six children, all ot whom survive. She is a graduate of the 
Nashua high school and for si.x rears ]>rtf)r to her inarriai'f succe«?sfully engaged 
in teaching. To Mr. and Mrs. Arni.igu:>l three children iiavc been born: Vivian 
E., whose birth occurred in 1899 and who is now attending high school; L. 
Walter, bom in 1900, also a high school pujMl; and Harold C, who was bom 
in Waterloo in 1902 and is a pupil in the schools of this city. 

In his political view s Mr. Armagost b a republican yet does not hold himself 
bound by party ties and often votes independently. Fraternally he is connected 
with the Knights of r\thias and with the Modern Woodmen of America, and 
he and his faiuily hold luenibershi]) in the First .Methodist Episcopal church. 
They occupy a tine home in Waterloo wliich is the visible evidence of his life 
of welt directed energy and thrift. It is said that ability grows throttgh the 
exercise of effort and thus it is that Mr. Armagost has continuously advanced 
since he started out to leara the car|>enter's trade as an apprentice. He has 
become familiar with all phases of the builder's art and the thoroughness of his 
work and his reliability in trade transactions are the direct cause of his growing 
success and prosperity. 



Z. M. NICHOLS. 

Z. ^r. Nichols is the secretary and treasurer of the Security .Storage Com- 
pany, one of the important and growing business enterprises of W aterloo. Tie 
has always Hved in Towa, his birth having occurred in Macksburg on the jth of 
July, 1878, his parents being Marcus G. and Ivlizabeth (Green) Nichols, both of 
whom were bom in Illinois, from which state they removed to Iowa with their 
respective parents about 1S70. They were married in Traer and after a short 
residence in Macksburg removed to a farm in Tama county, v^hereon they 
resided for many years, the father carefully, persistently and intelligently carry- 
ing on f irm work until his labors had brottght to him a su1)stnntia! success, 
enabling iuni to retire from active business life in 1912. At that time he look 
u|) his abode in Waterloo, where he still makes his home. 
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Z. M. Nichols completed his education in the Traer high school, after which 
he started oat in the business world in connection with the restaurant and bakery 
business in Traer, being identified with that enterprise until 1909, when he sold 
his interest in the concern and canu to W aterloo. Here he purchased stock in 

the Security Storage Company, of which in 1912 he was elected treasurer, and 
the follnwin^j year he was made seeretary. jierforminpf the duties of the dtJn! 
position at the jirescut time and contributing much to the >iKce>> of the mukr- 
taking. The business is now one of extensive proportions, having enjoyed rapid 
and substantial growth during the past few years* and there is scarcely an enter- 
prise in all the city the stock of which sells at a higher figure or pays better 
dividends. 

In Januar\% 1904, Mr, Nichols was united in marriage to Miss Teresa Brccht. 
of Garwin. Iowa, l>y whf»m he has two children, Zetnis R. and Marjjiicrtte 1' 
The parents are devout coinuiunicants of the Catholic chureh and Mr. NiciioU 
also belongs to the Knights of Columbus and the Waterloo Commercial Club. 
The qualities which have won htm success are such as might easily be cultivated 
by all. His advancement has not been due to any fortunate combination of cir- 
cumstances but to that persistency of purpose which overcomes all obstacles 
and wisely utilizes opportunities. 



W. H. DEEMING. 

W. H. Deeming, a resident farmer and stock-raiser of Mount Vernon town- 
ship, his place, situated on sections 27 and 28, being known as the Cedar Grove 
farm, was bom in RIack Mawk rmmty in the year 1867, a son of W'illiani and 
Ellen Deeming. The father was a native of l'.iii,dand and eaine to Aiuerica with 
his parents in 1815. The family home was established in Illinois but later a 
removal was made to Iowa, at which time they took up their abode near Water- 
loo, castir^ in their lot with the early pioneer residents of Black Hawk county. 
From that time to the present representatives of the name have borne an active 
and helpful part in the work of general advancement and improvement. William 
Deeming remained at home until his marriage and assisted in the ar(Uimis task 
of developing a farm from the tract of unbroken prairie land which his father 
secured on coming to the county. 

After reachuig man s estate William Deeming started out in the business 
world on his own account, taking up his abode upon a farm which he had 
previously purchased and which constitutes a part of the farm now owned by 
his son, W. H. Deeming. With characteristic energy, he bent his efforts to the 
devdopment of his place and followed farming for many years, or until his 
retirement, after which he spent a few years in Cedar Falls, there passing away 
in 1905. His widow survives and yet resides in Cedar Falls at the age 0I 
seventy-six years. Mr. Deeming was the owner of two hundred and eighty 
acres of valuable land which he brought to a high state of cultivation and 
developed, making it a most productive tract. He never neglected anythii^ that 
would facilitate the farm work or enhance the value of his crops and his example 
was one which might worthily be followed by others. In his political views he 
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was liberal. His family numbered six children : Nancy, the wife of Geoi|^ 
Knapp, of Black Hawk cuuiity; Josiah, who is living in Bremer county, Iowa; 
\V. H., of this review ; Louisa, the wife of \V. C. Leland, oi Black Hawk county; 
Katie, the widow of George Belle, who died at Cedar Falls; and Nellie, the wife 
of P. R. Heniy, of Black Hawk county. 

W. H. Deeming acquired a coontry-scliool educatbn and when not busy witii 
his text-books worked in the fidds. He remained with his parents to the age 
of twenty-six years, when he took charge of the old home farm, which he thus 
superintended until his father's death. In 1905 W. H. Deeming purchased one 
hundred and sixty acres of the old homestead and is still cultivating that prop- 
erty. He now has one of the finely improved farms of the neighborhood. His 
labors have been fraught with good results, for his methods are practical and 
his enex]gy is imtiniig. 

In March, 1893, Mr. Deeming was united in marriage to Miss Ethzelda Eye- 
stone, who was bom in Black Hawk county, a daughter of Amos L. and Flora 
Eyestone, mention of whom is made on another page of this volume. Mr. and 
Mrs. Deeming have become the parents of a son, Ralph H., who was born in 
June, 189O, and is now attending college. In politics Deeming is a demo- 
crat oi liberal views and does not hesitate to cast au mdepaident ballot if his 
judgment so dictsites. He has served as township trustee for six years and his 
reelection to office is an indication of his fidelity. He has also been a member 
of the school board for many years and is a stalwart champion of the interests 
of public education. Fraternally he is a Mason and is also connected with the 
.Modern ^^'oodmen of America. He is leading a busy life and his labors are 
bringing a substantial return in abundant harvests. Stock-raising is also an 
important feature oi his farm work and he is today accounted one of the enter- 
prising agriculturists of Mount Vernon township. 



L. J. BENSER. 

L. J. Benser, au enterprising and successful young representative of business 
interests in Waterloo, is the proprietor of a plumbing and heating shop at No. 
1803 West Third street, which he conducts independently under his own name. 
He esteblished the business -in 1912 and has since built up a profitable patronage 

in all departments of plumbing and heating. ' 

His birth occurred in TTenderson. Minnesota, in 1887. his parents being 
August and Anna Benser. His early education was acquired in the place of his 
nativity and subsequently he pursued a high-school course in Minneapolis. 
When a youth of fourteen he left the parental roof and afterward learned the 
plumber's trade, working at that occupation in Minnesota until seventeen years 
of age. He then came to Waterloo, Iowa, and here secured employment in the 
plumbing establishment of George H. Brush. In 1912 he opened a plumbing 
shop of his own under the firm style nf T,. J. Bcnscr and has conducted the same 
with gratifying^ success to the present time. He owns a handsome residence in 
Waterloo and enjoys an enviable reputation as a prosperous and representative 
young business man and citizen. 
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In August, 1912, Mr. Benser was united in marriage lu Miss Laura Xeebel, 
a native of Iowa and a daughter of William Neebel. She acquired hei education 
in the schook of Tama county, this state, and by her marriage has become the 
mother of two children, Milo and Laura May. 

In politics ^rr. Hcnser is a socialist. As a citizen and business man he stands 
high in the esteem of his fellow citizens, and the success that has come to him 
is but the just reward of his earnest and persistent efforts. 



CAPTAIN GEORGE O. SNOWDEN. 

Captain George O. Snowden departed (his life April 13, 1914. Waterloo 
had long known him as a representative, progressive and thoroughly honorable 
business man and later had witnessed his retirement from active bu>inci>» and 
seen him enjoy the fruits of his former toil through a period 01 ten or inorc 
years of well earned rest. He always commanded the respect and inspired the 
friendship of those with whom he came in contact. He was bom in Rttsburgfa, 
Pennsylvania. December 31. 1835. and was of Welsh descent. His ancestors 
settled in the vicinity of T^hihidelphia prior to the time when William Pcnn 
colonized the state. The great -grandfather was a sea captain and at the out- 
break of the Revolutionary war entered the service of tlu (. ontinental armv. was 
afterward captured by the British and died in Sugar llou^c J'rison, Xcw Vork. 
His wife was a woman of marked character and was devoted to the .American 
cause* She was the trusted friend of General Washington, who through her 
received from time to time important information respecting the British forces 
while they held Philadelphia. 

John M. .^nowden. Sr.. the grandfather of C aptain Snowden. was bom io 
Philadelphia in 1776 and in early life wa> apprenticed to Matthew^ Carey, the 
well known printer. He started uixm an indepentient business venture in the 
establishment of a newspaper at Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, in partnership 
with his brother>in-law, Mr. McCorkle. In 1798 he b^n the publication of 
the Farmers Roister at Greensburg. \\ estmoreland county, I^ennsylvania. which 
was the first newspaper puhlished in the west following the Pittsburgh (jazettc, 
W^hile living in Greensburg he married and also l)ecame a n>em!)er of the Pres- 
byterian church. In iSii he removed to Pittsburgh and purcliased the Com- 
monwealth from Ephraim Portland, changing the name of the paper to the 
Mercury. He also published a number of valuable books and became widely 
known as one of the leading citizens of the state. He was the nnayor of Pitts- 
butgh from 1825 until 1828, served as recorder of deeds there and was al.«;o a 
director of the Bank of Pittsburgh. In 1840 he was appointed associate judge, 
serving in connection with Hon. Benjamin Patten. He was in high favor with 
President .Andrew Jaekson and in various ways exerted considerable influence 
over the administration. His death occurred very suddenly on the 2d of AprW, 
1845, at his residence, Ebn Cottage, on South avenue, in Allegheny, Pennsylvania. 
His wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Snowden, was a daughter of the Hon. John Moore, 
who was a member of the convention that met in Philadelphia, July 15, 177^'. 
to frame the state constitution. Judge Moore was very active in public affairs 
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in Pennsylvania and was frequently called upon for public service, in the early 
part of the Revolutionary war he was appointed a member of the committee of 
safety and in 1785 was made presiding judge for Westmoreland county, con- 
tinuing upon the boich until 1790. In 1792 he was elected to the state senate 

from the district composed of Westmoreland and Allegheny counties and thus 
in many ways he Iclt the impress of his individuality upon the history o£ the 
state. He died in 1812, leaving two sons and four daughters. 

John M. Snowden, Jr., the father of Captain Snovvden, was born in i'ltts- 
burgh in 1806 and died at Or^n, Ogle county, Illinois, in 1863. To him and 
his wife were bom seven children: John, who was employed in the store of 
his brother, Captain Snowden, and died in 1882 ; William, a druggist, who passed 
away December 14, 1889; George O., of this review; Mary F., who passed away 
in Waterloo in September, 1913; Daniel, a member of Company I. Fifteenth 
Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, who was killed at the battle of Shiloh 
in 1862 ; Mrs. Elizabeth H. Abbott, who pas.se<l away m Joplin on the 3d of 
January, 1902 ; and Alfred, who died in Omaha, Nebraska, in February, 1889, 
and was buried in Waterloo. 

Captain Snowden was reared in his native city to the age of twenty years 
and in 1855 became a resident of Oregon, Illinois, where he engaged in clerking 
until 1858. In that year he went to the south and was cmjiloyed on a steam- 
boat until t86o, when he ngz'm went to Orej^on, Illinois, where he was employed 
in his father's drug store. The following year, however, he put aside ail busi- 
ness and personal considerations and in .Vugust, 1861, enlisted as a private of 
Company 6, Thirty-ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. In October of the same 
year, at St. Louis, he was promoted to the rank of orderly sergeant and on the 
12th of June, 1862, became first lieutenant, being located at that time at Luray 
in the Shenandoah valley. On the 13th of January. 18^13. he was iironioted to 
captain of his company at Hilton's Head Island, .'^outh ("arolina, and served 
with his command in the .\rmy of the I'otomac and the .Army of the James 
River until November 10, 1864, when he was mustered out near RJchmond, 
Virginia, for gunshot wounds which he had sustained unfitted him for dvtty 
at Uie front. For a time he was in a hospital at Fortress Monroe and in 
February, 1865, returned to the north. 

Soon afterward Captain Snowden came to Waterloo, where he opened a 
l)Ook and stationery' store which he conducted successfully for more ihnn a 
third of a century, continuing in the trade until 1903. lie enjoyed an unassail- 
able reputation for business integrity and reliability as well as enterprise and 
ranked for many years as one of the leading merchants of the city. In 1903, 
however, he retired to enjoy well earned rest throughout his remaining days, 
but he retained the ownership of his business blocl n* \'o. 537 Commercial street 
until 191 1, when he disjioscd of it to the l.eavitt Johnson P.ankinR- Company. 

In early manhood Captain Snowden wedded Sarah R. Pheljxs, of Ogle county, 
Illinois, who died in 1867. He afterward married Miss L. S. Cutler, of Water- 
loo, who departed this life in September, 1876, leaving two children, Mrs. Ella 
Wright and Louie I. The latter enlisted in Company B at Waterloo, Iowa, for 
service in the Spanish-American war and was transferred to the signal corps at 
Tampa, Florida, whence he went with Colonel Reber to Porto Rico. He was 
honorably discharged at the close of hostiUties and in 1903 became a resident 
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of Jennings, Louisiana, where he established a printing business, i he daughter, 
Mrs. Wright, is a distinguished china painter and decorator. She was bom tn 
Waterloo, in the old building on Jefferson street which was used for a dwrch. 

She pursued her education in the public schools, her first teacher being Miss 
Enuna Wright, with Professor Page as principal of the schools. She was grad 
uated with the class ot 1889 from the high school and has since given much 01 
her attention to painting. She does landscape work as well as china paintinj; 
and has taught in her own private studio since 1890. Her pupils come irom 
all over the state and she has received many prises and awards at the slate fairs 
where she has exhibited her work. She has one diild, Chester Frederick, who 
was bom in Watertoo, July 21, 1892. He attended the public schools to the age 
of fourteen years and then took up electrical engineering. For the past five years 
he has been in the Armour Institute of Chicago and gives great promise along 
the line of his chosen vocation. He is now an honorary member of the American 
Engineers and is a member of the Etta Kappa Nu. Captain Snowden was 
married a third time, Mrs. Josephine R. Fuller becoming his wife. She was 
bom in Dubuque, Iowa, in i&fo, and died February 29, 1896. By a former mar- 
riage she had a son, Charles H., who resides in Springfield, Illinois. In the later 
years of Captain Snowdcn's life bis daughter, Mrs. Wright, lived with him and 
managed his household atTairs. 

Politically Captain Snowden was a deniocrai until 189O, when because of 
the attitude of the party upon the silver question he joined the ranks of the 
republican party, which he continued to support until his demise. He hdd 
membership wiUi the Grand Army of the Republic and with the Military Order 
of the Loyal Legion and lie was also an exemplary member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity. Those who knew him esteemed him highly and his genuine worth was 
recognized by all with whom he came in contact whether in scxial or business 
relations. lie was ever as true and loyal to his country in days of peace as when 
he followed the old flag upon southern battlefields and the same spirit of fidelity 
was manifest in every relation between himself and his fellowmen. 



RENSSELAER RUSSELL. 

Rensselaer Russell, whose death occurred November 11, 1896, was one of 
the pioneer business men and highly respected citizens of Waterkx>, Iowa, 
whither he came from his home, in New York, as early as 1857. He was bom 
in Ots^o county. New York, at the place which is now called Snowden, near 
Cooperstown, New York, June 18. 1828. and was one of a family of ten chil- 
dren. He was a son of William Russell, a grandson of John Russell and John 
Garrett, and a great-ijiandson of John Johnson. 

Among tiie passengers who came to tiiis country from England 00 board 
the ship with Mr. Tunnidiff, in 1758, were John Russell and Geoige Johnson, 
who were at that time young men John Russell was a carpenter by trade, and 
was employed at once by Mr. Tunnicliff at the "Oaks." ,\ building was erected 
previous to the building of the sawmill, and the lumber for the house was all sawed 
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by Mr. Russell vviih a whip saw. He continued in the service of Mr. Tunniclitf 
three years, and received one acre of land for «ich day's work. The land thus 
purchased is located in the extreme western part of the town of Otsi^, now 
Snowden, Otsego county. New York, on the Ots^ creek, and originally 
embraced nine hundred acres. There Jnhn Russell continued to reside until his 
death in 1832. He left eight children, and two of his sons, William and Thomas, 
occupied the original land purchased by their father, until their decease, the 
former dying March 16, 1*^59, aged seventy-two years, three months and ten 
days, and the latter dying December 5, 1857, ag^<i fifty-eight years. 

William Russdl's wife was a daughter of John Garrett, who was a passen- 
ger on the vessel with John TunnicliiF. In 1758 John Garrett purdiased a tract 
of land in the valley of Butternut creek, and was the foiinder of Garrettsville, 
Otsego county. John Garrett and his wife were taken prisoners by the Indians 
during the KcvoUition and were absent from their Garrettsville home seven 
years, being prisoners at Montreal. At the time of their capture, as they saw 
the Indians approach the cabin, Mrs. Garrett seized her clock and silverware, 
fied out the bade door and concealed the silverware under an inverted pig 
trough, while the clock was thrown hastily under ^e garden fence, where they 
were found on their return from captivity. A gill of com a day were the rations 
given them bv the Indians, rind of this they manaj^cd to save much for their 
three children. On their return they liad to rebuy their farm from the govern- 
ment. 

For several years before his marriage and one year afterward Rensselaer 
Russell was head salesman in the wholesale department of Hosmer and Hub- 
bard, dry-goods merchants in New York. After leaving New York city, he 

sjKnt one year on the farm of William Richards, his wife's father, at Paris 
Hill. Xew York. When in 1857, he and his wife and small daufrhter, Genevieve, 
left lor their new home at Waterloo, Iowa, they traveled by train to Dubuque, 
Towa, then drove by wagon to Waterloo, Iowa, fording the Cedar River between 
l ourih and Fifth streets as there were not any bridges across this magnificent 
Stream then. They Jirst occupied a house on Jefferson street near the present 
Chicago and Great Western Railway crossing. The home on Russell Square, 
now the residence of Mr. and Mrs. C. O. Lamson and children. Russell Lamson 
and Ma.xine Russell Lamson, was built in i86r. In 1857 and for two years 
following, Rensselaer Russell was associated with Martin IT. Moore, under 
the name of Moore and Russell, in the banking business. When the I''ir>t 
National Bank of Waterloo was opened Mr, Russell transferred his banking 
interests to that organization and engaged in the real-estate business very 
extensively. He was subsequently engaged in the wholesale and retail grocery 
business, finally closing it out in 1886. 

A large part of his life he was engaged buying and selling both Grundy 
and Black Hawk county lands, and acquired a great fleal of ]vroperty in and 
about Waterloo, and mtirh of his time, durinj; the later years of his life was 
consmned in looking after his extensive real-estate interests in Waterloo. 

The building, well kno¥m as the Russell building, was erected by him in 
i860 and for a great many years the large room on the upper floor was used 
for Episcopal church services, lod>^e j)urposes, and concerts and social gather- 
ings, as it was the only ball of sufficient size. It was called Russell Hall and 
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bore that name until 1908 when it was torn down when the annex to the Izrge 
Russell'Lamson mercantile and office building was erected. 

P'or a nurrrfier nf years the Russell building was occupied by Mr. Russell 
as a wholesale and retail grocery, and later when he contitiucd the retail grocery 
business, one-half of the Imildiii^ was rented to W . \\ . lorry a-! a dni^ stDre 

Mr. Russell was a man ol enterprise and public spirit and labored zealously 
to advance the interest of the community and he was much interested in bring- 
ing new manufacturing interests to Waterloo. He was in an early day affiliated 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Burlington. X. V 

Rensselaer Russell was united in marriage in 1853 with Caroline M. Rich- 
ards, of Paris, New York, and tn them were born two dauj^hters : ricnevte\-c. 
who (lied in il<f>2. nearly six years ot age, and Lillian, who after the death <if 
her mother coniiimcd to be the companion of her father until he was called to 
his final rest. 

On April 28, 1897, Lillian Richards Russell was married at Christ Episcopal 

church to Clyde Orrin Lamson. one of the respected citizens of Waterloo, a 
record of whose life appears elsewhere in this work. 

Mr. Rus.scll became a member of the ve'stry of St. Mark's Kpiscopal churrli 
May 4. iHsf), and at the time of his death was serving in the capacity of senior 
warden. His death brought deep regret to his fellow citizens and liielongj 
associates. He was a man of sterling qualities, perfectly honorable and upright 
in his dealings with all people. He was of a genial disposition and it was always 
a pleasure to him to meet and converse with the old settlers of Waterloo, and 
the young people enjoyed his hospitality and friendship. 



A. E. GLENNY. 

When in the battle of life the city boy crosses swords with the country lad 
the odds are against him. The early risinj^, the daily tasks, the economical 
habits of the country boy })repare him lor the struggle that must precede 
ascendency. The early training of A. E. Cilenny was that of the farm and the 
habits of industry and close application which he early developed have consti- 
tuted the foundation of his present success. He is now a well known factor in 
finandal circles of Waterloo as vice president of the lUack Hawk National Bank. 

Mr. Glenny was born in Ontario, Canada, on the 19th of March, l8S9» and 
is a son of .Alexander and Kllen (Erwin) Cilenny. The father, a native of 
Ireland, was of Scotcli linea^^e and when a yomig man crossed the Atlantic to 
Canada, settling near Ottawa, where he engaged in farming and stock-raising. 
In 1870 he came to the United States, settling at Rodcford, Illinois, where he 
gave bis attention largely to agricultural pursuits. In 1881 he arrived in Black 
Hawk county, Iowa, settling on a farm on the Hudson road, five miles south- 
west of Waterloo. There he continued to reside until his death, which occurred 
in July. 1910, at the very venerable age of ninety-three years His wife was a 
native of Canada and also came of Scotch ancestry. She still survives and 
resides upon the home farm in Black Hawk county. 
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A. E. Gl«nny attended a select school in Canada and the public schools of 
Rockford, Illinois, being a youth of eleven years at the time of th^ removal of 
the family to the latter city. He was also a pupil in the Rockford CotmiKrciat 
College and was thus well trained for life's practical and responsible tlutics. 
Throui:;h the periods of vacation he \\*orkcd upon the home farm with his father, 
whom he continued to assist in the flcvelopment of the liclds until he reachc^l 
tweniy-lirst year. 1 he first money which he earned was thirty dollars received 
for his share of the profits on two acres of potatoes raised on shares on his 
father's farm. With this thirty dollars and some borrowed money he purchased 
fcnir. cows, which he afterwards sold for one hundred dollars, and with the 
capital thus acquired he began the business of buying and selling wood. He also 
sul>sequently boujjht straw, which he hauled to the paper mills for one year. 
After cominp: to lllack Hawk county he worked for his father by the month at 
a salary of twe-nty dollars per month. He was energetic, industrious anfl ambi- 
tious and, carefully saving his earnings, he purchased in 1882 eii,'hty acres of 
land in this county, making a payment thereon and afterward meeting successive 
payments until the property was cleared of all indebtedness. He still owns that 
farm and subsequently he acquired other lands until he now has extensive prop- 
erty interests in this county, including two farms in lUack Hawk township and 
two farms in Orange township, besides land in Oundy county, lie continued 
to make his home in P.lack ITnwk township up to the lime of his marriage, when 
he removed to Orange township. 

It was on the 23d of February, 1886, that Mr. Glenny wedded Miss I^ta 
Lichty, a daughter of Jacob P. Lichty, who came to Black Hawk county from 
Pennsylvania in 1877. Folkiwing thdr marriage they removed to Orange town- 
ship and as the years passed Mr. Glenny engaged extensively and successfully 
in farming, bringing liis fields under a high state of cultivation and deriving 
tht-rt from, as the result of abundant harvests, a substantial annual iiieome. In 
K/xj lie hejijan the breeding of thoroughbred registered .\berdeen .\ngus cattle 
and soon established an enviable repulaliou in that line, his strain being found 
among many of the best herds throughout the middle west. For several years 
he was an extensive cattle feeder and he also bought cattle thrcmghout the west 
and shipped into this county many of the stockers and feeders which he sold to 
the farmers in this section of the state. He was not only successful in tilling 
the soil and caring for his stock, hut was first, last and all the time a business 
man. There was method in every undertaking with which he was idcntitii-d and 
as a consequence he prospered. His business reached large proportions and he 
became one of the men of affluence in Black Hawk county. In 1908 he left the 
farm and removed to Waterloo and in 191 1 built the handsome residence on 
Prospect Hill at No. 2409 West Fourth street where he now resides. He acquired 
an interest in the Pdack Hawk National Bank, of which he was subsequently 
Wade a director, and afterward was elected vice president of that institution. 

To Mr. and Afrs. Glenny have been born two flaughters. Lucile and Ruth 
lone, both of whom were educated in Cornell College at Mount X'ernon, Iowa. 
Mr. Gleimy holds membership in W aterloo Lodge, Xo. 105, A. l\ & A. M. ; 
Tabernacle Chapter, No. 52, R. A. M.; Ascalon Commandery, No. 25, K. T.; 
Crescent Council, No. 16^ R. & S. M.; and El Kahir Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S.. 
of Cedar Rapids, while his wife and daughters are members of the Order of the 



Digrtized by Google 



404 



JllSTORV OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



Eastern Star. He and his family are members of the First Methodist Episcoi>al 
churchy in which Mr. Gleimy is serving as a trustee. His life has ever been 
actuated by high and honorable principles and upright purpose. He has ever 
been found thoroughly reliabte as well as progressive in business matters and he 

is one of Waterloo's citizens who accomplilhes what he undertakes. He is today 

prominent as a man whose constantly expandincf j>owers have taken him irom 
humble surroundings into the field of larger enterpri?>e and continually broadening 
opportunities and he has ever brought to bear upon the situation a clear under- 
Standing that has enabled hhn to readify solve complex problems. 



MARTIN BERNARDY. 

Martin Bernardy, a native son of Ulack Hawk county, has fuuiul prosperity 
here and is the successful owner of a well stocked general store in Ijilbertville. 
He was bom on the 2d of May, 1884* a son of Henry and Mary (Shumnesh) 
Bernardy, both natives of 6e%ium. The father, who was bom in 1837, died 
in 1895 and the mother, whose birth occurred in 1843, is still living at the age of 
seventy-one years. The father followed the occui>ation of a farmer in his 
native land for n few years after reachinjj maturity, but when about twenty- 
five years of age emigrated to the I'nitcd States and settled in New York, where 
he taught a German school. After nuKing h\> home in the Empire state lor some 
time he removed to Iowa and began fanning an eighty acre tract of land. As 
that was four decades ago, conditions were very different than those that prevail 
at the present time and he found much to indicate that this section of the country 
had lately been undeveloped prairie. He soon had his eighty acres under cultiva- 
tion, and h]< industry nnd f^nod management was rewarded by the financial 
success that cnabK-d him to purchase another eighty acres so that at the time 
of his death he owned a quarter section of valuable land. He divided his time 
and energ>' between the tilling of the soil and the raising of stock and found the 
combination profitable. At the time of his dcatii he was residing near Jubilee in 
Fox township and although he returned to Belgium several times on a visit, he 
always considered the United States his home after his emigration here. He 
took a commendable interest in the affairs of his community and was as loyal 
a citizen as those who claim the I'nited States as their birthplace, llis political 
allegiance was given to the dcuiucraiic party, and he held a number ot township 
offices and also took an active interest in the work of the public schools. To his 
mamage with Miss Shumnesh were bom nine children, of whom the subject of 
this review is the eighth in order of birth. 

Mr. Bernardy entered the public schools at the usual age and passed from 
grade to grade. rccci\ nii:f a ^ood common school education. When twenty-five 
vears old he started ont npon lii.s independent business career and decided that the 
mercantile held ottere<l greater aiiraction^ than the work of a farmer. Dp to 
this time he had remained upon the homestead and had aided in its operation. 
He became associated with J. P. Nemmers in' the mercantile business and, the 
venture proving successful, he is still devoting his energies to it. The general 
store of which he is the owner is conducted along modem and progressive lines 
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and Mr. Bemardy is always seeking to increase his service to his patrons, as he 
realizes that only in this way can a permanent business be built up. lie is also a 
director and stockholder of the German Savings Bank. 

Mr. Bemardy married Miss Loretta Gartner, a native o£ Fayette county, this 
state, and a tlaughter of Benjamin and Anna (Schmidt) Gartner, who are resi- 
dents of St. Lucas, Iowa. The mother is a native of Fayette county, this -itato 
The father is a carpenter and builder by trade and owns considerable valuable 
farming property. He has been quite active in politics and is at present alder- 
man and marshal of St. Lucas, which offices he ha*; held for several years. Of 
the five children in his family Mrs. licruartly is the second in order of birth. 
Before her marriage she was a school teacher in the district schools of Black 
Hawk county and was successful in that profession. 

Mr. Bemardy gives his all^iance to the democratic party and has held sev- 
eral township offices^ proving efficient and conscientious in the discharge of the 
duties devolving upon him. Fraternally he belongs to the Catholic Order of 
Foresters and has been recordint,' secretary therein for five years. Me has based 
his course of action as a business nvm upon the principles of honesty, courtesy 
and efHciency, and the growth of his store has been the natural outcome of his 
energy and the wise direction of his affairs. 



FRANK J. StliMlTT. 

i rank J. Schmitt is a pioneer hardware and implement dealer of Dewar and 
is successfully conducting business interests that place him among the repre- 
sentative merchants of the county. He was bom in Barclay township in 1868) 
a son of Kasper and Matil<]a (Kunkle) Schmitt. The father, who was bom 
in 183I, passed away on the 17th of November, 1902, and the mother, who 
was bom in 1843, is now livini? on the old homestead in Barclay township. 
They were natives of Germany and in that country the father learned the car- 
penter's trade under the direction of his father. He worked at his trade and 
also followed famiing until he came to the United States in 1855, when twenty- 
four years of age. He settled first in Ohio, where he was empbyed at his trade 
and also followed other tasks, but lived there only a short time, removing from 
the BuckQfe state to Freejxjrt, Illinois, where he again carried on farming. 

In 1864 Kasper Schmitt arrived in Iowa and cast in his lot with the residents 
of lilack Hawk county. He purchased wild land and began breaking the prairie. 
He made all of the improvements necessary in pioneer times and returning to 
Illinois, he was there married, after which he retumed to his farm and resided 
thereon until the time of his death. He exemplified in his life the progressive 
spirit which has been the dominant factor in the upbuilding of this part of the 
state and he took an active and helpful interest in public aflfairs. doini^ all in 
his power to further the upbuilding of the county, while at the same time he 
carefully advanced his individual interests. He was married twice, his son, 
Frank ]., being the eldest of the eight children of his second marriage. The 
father was one of the most extensive landowners of the county, and was still 
the possessor of two hundred and forty acres at the time of his death, although 
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to each ot his sons he had giv^en considerable property. In liis investments he 
displayed sound judgment and as his financial resources increased he kept adding 
to his holdings until his real-estate interests made him one of the most i>rusp«TDiis 
citizens of the conumintty. He always carried on general farming and at the 
same time made stock-raising an important feature of his business. He voted 
with the democratic party but had no aspirations for public office. He hdd 
rncmhership in the Catholic church and was active in building its first house of 
worship in Uarclay township. 

Frank J. Schmitt attended the ili>trici i,thools of the county and was reared 
upon the home farm, thereon remaining until he reached the age of twenty-four 
years. He saw no reason to change his occupation, for he believed that a good 
livit^ could be secured upon the farm by one not afraid to work. On Icaviqg 
home he secured land and for about nine years carried on general agricultural 
pursuits on his own account. In Kjoo, however, he turned his attention to com- 
nicrcial pursuits, joining I*". W. Fritz ni the establishment of a liardwarc and 
implement business at Dewar, Iowa. In Kjoi his l)rother I.dward succeeded 
Mr. Fritz in the partnership, which was then maintained under the name of 
Schmitt Brothers. They still conduct the business* which has now reached 
large and profitable proportions. 

Mr. Schmitt was married in 1893 to Miss Johanna Murphy, a native of 
Cleveland, Ohio, and a daughter of John and Mary (McLaughlin) Murphy, who 
were natives of Ireland. The father came to the United States when a young 
man and worked as u lahort r in the east but when he came to Iowa took up the 
occupation 01 farming and hccanic the owner oi land which he culiivaicd in a 
practical manner that brought good returns. He also engaged in stock-raisiiiK. 
In the later years of his life he put aside all business cares and lived retired 
in Dewar. To Mr. and Mrs Sdimitt have been lx)ni three children, as follows: 
Gertrude, who is now a student in Our Lady of \ ictory Academy of Waterloo; 
and Walter and Lawrence, both of whom are attendinjj school in Oewa^. Iowa. 

The tamilv are communicants ol the Koman Catholic cluirch. and Mr. Schmitt 
holds membership with the Koman Catholic Mutual Protective Society, the 
Catholic Order of Foresters and the Knights of Columbus. His political alle- 
giance is given the democratic party and he has been very active in community 
affairs^ holding nearly alt of the township offices. In 1914 he was elected widi- 
out opposition to the position of supervisor from 1-ox, Poyner and Barclay town 
ships and is now <:crvinij on the county lK»ard He is a i>roj»ressive. wide-awake 
man. keeping in touch with the spirit of the tnne^ and interested in all measures 
that attect the welfare and progress of the ctminnmity. 



J. W. HENDERSON. 

J. W. Henderson, treasurer of the W illiam Calloway Comjianv . has Ix'en a 
resident of Waterloo for eight years and has become well established in public 
regard as a leading representative of industrial and manufacturing activity here. 
Iowa numbers him among her native sons* his birth having occurred in Taina 
county in 1881. He completed his public-school education by a course in the 
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school af ( iiridbiook, Iowa, and later attended Drake University at Dcs Moines, 
being^ thus (juaUiicd by liberal tducatiunal training' for the activities and res|>on- 
sibilities of business life. He then became connected with the lumber trade at 
Bevington, Iowa, where he remained for a year and then went to Vancleve, Iowa, 
as an employe of the S. C. Lee Lumber Comfiany of Des Moines, spending a 
year and a half there as yard manager. On the expiration of that period he came 
to Waterloo and entered the employ of the William Galloway Company as clerk 
in charge of all of the accounts in the accounting department. Two years later 
he was advanced to the j)osition of treasurer of the com|>any and continues in 
that connection, being therefore an officer in one of the largest and most impor- 
tant productive industries of the state. He is a young man of laudable ambition 
and has always displayed industry, energy and determination in the conduct of 
business affairs with which he has been connected and his present position is a 
most enviable one. 

In 190S Mr. Henderson was joined in wedlock to Miss Marj^'aret Grace Gallo- 
way and they have one >on. William Wallace. Mr. Ilenders(.)n helonj.js to the 
Chamber of Commerce and to the W aterloo Club. He and his wife are members 
of the United i'resbyterian church and theirs is an enviable social position, the 
hospitality of the best homes being cordially extended them, while the good cheer 
of their own home is greatly enjoyed by their many friends. 



THOMAS F. McDonnell. 

Thomas F. McDonnell, a carpenter and contractor of Waterloo, has gained 
an enviable rqnitaticm for conscientious and thorough work as a member of the 
firm known as Thomas F. McDonnell & Com])any. one of the leading contracting 
firms of the city. He was bom in Fairbank, Iowa, on the ist of August, 1871, 

a son of Thomas and Kmcline (Meyers) McDonnell, natives of Wisconsin and 
Pennsylvania respectively. In the early 'U>s the\ emigrated to Iowa and pur- 
chased a farm in Buchanan county, where the mother passed away in 1902. The 
father continued to live there until KjcA), when he retired and removed to Oel- 
wein, where he is still living. They were the parents of thirteen children : Mary, 
who died in infancy: Thomas F.. of this review; William, deceased; Ella, the 
wife of Martin Prebble, of Fairbank, Iowa ; Margaret, who married James D. 
Cowley, of Waterloo; Rose, the deceased wife of Mathew Harman, of Oeluein : 
Tohn, who is living in Canada ; James, deceased ; Leo. of .Snrvey, Nebraska ; l-.dna, 
the wife of Roy Wolf, of nclwein: Cicncvicve, who makes her home with her 
brother, Thomas F. ; lienjanun. who is a bookkeeper for the firm of Thomas F. 
McDonnell & Company ; and Clarence, deceased. 

Thomas F. McDonnell attended the district schools near his father's farm in 
the vicinity of Oelwcin until he was eighteen years of age and thus acquired a 
good education. He then learned the caqienter's trade nnd was employed by 
others for eight vcars. In T(X)4 he began contracting, conducting his business 
alone until T914. when he became associated with Arthur .A. Shippy. a sketch of 
whom appears elsewhere in this work. The linn is known as Thomas F, McDon- 
nell & Company, general contractors. Mr. McDomiell tias confined his attention 
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altogether to the building of residences and is recognized as an authority in that 
line. In 1907 he and Burt Land became interested in a sawmiU tmsiness in 
Waterloo and in Wisconsin and they continued in that connection for seven 

years. 

On the 28th of December, 1900, Mr. McE>onnell was united in marriage to 
Miss l^aura 1 'rcbblc. a native of this state and a dauf^hter of Fletcher and Mercy 
(Oncie) Prebble. Her father was a native of Indiana and her mother of Iowa 
Mr. Prebble was during his active hfe a farmer and also a contractor but is now 
living retired in Waterloo, having survived Ma wife since 1900. To Mr. and 
Mrs. McDonnell have been bom two diildren : Lawrence, whose birth occurred 
on the nth of July, 1906; and Iva, bom June 21, 1911. 

Mr. McDonnell generally supports the republican party but reserves the right 
to cast an independent ballot if he thinks best to do so. He has proven his 
ability as a contractor and is considered one of the successful business men of 
W aterloo, where he is also held in high esteem tor his admirable personal char- 
acteristics. 



IRA FINCH. 

The student of history cannot carry his investigations far into the rocnrds of 
Black Hawk coimty without learning that the Finch family has been closely and 
prominently connected with the work of development and upbuilding here since 
pioneer times. Ira Finch was bom in Lester township, ^is county, the date of 
his birtti being November 2$, 1862. He is descended from one of the old families 
of Pennsylvania an ! rej^resentatives of the name were living in the Wyoniil^ 
valley at the time of the memorable Indian massacre, some of them losing their 
lives at the hands of the redmen. His father. William ?)ennett Finch, was a 
native of Pennsylvania, bom June ip, 1819, and on the i3lh of August. 1853, 
in Luzeme cotmty, Pennsylvania, he wedded Miss Elizabeth Stroh, who was bom 
in that state on the 27th of March, 1831. She was a dat^hter of Peter Stroh, 
who was bora in Berks county,* Pennsylvania, November 20, 1805, and was 
drowned in the 'Susquehanna river on the 9th of October, 1840. His wife, who 
bore the maiden name of Jnlia Ann Xihart, was l)orn in Monroe county. Penn- 
sylvania, November 14, 1805, and passed away in (.)ct()!)er. 1873. Mr. Mrs. 
Stroll were the ])arents of .seven children: Amos, who was born Sepleml)er 6, 
1827; Henry, born January 10, 1829; Elizabeth, born March 27, 1831 ; John, 
whose birth occurred in April, 1833; Mary, bom October 21, 1835; Sarah, July 
21, 1837 ; and Lydia, April 3, 1840. All were bom and reared in Luzeme county, 
Pennsylvania, where the parents had settled in pioneer times. 

Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. William ?.. Finch l>c£^an their 
domestic life in the Keystone state but afterward heard and heeded the call of the 
west, believing that they would find better opportunities in this new and p;rowing 
country. They made the overland trip from Pennsylvania and took up their abode 
in Independence, while subsequently they renwved to Lester township, this 
county, becoming active factors in the pioneer development and improvement of 
thb section of the state. The father devoted his energies to general agricultural 
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pursuits and was thus engaged to the time of his death, which occurred in Lester 
township, October 4, 1880, when he was sixty-one years of age. His wife kmg 
survived him and died on the old home farm in Lester township, January 15, 
1907, when in the seventy-^xth year of her age. They reared a large family, as 
follows : George, who was bom at Quasqueton, Iowa, April 6, 1855, and passed 
away September 30, 1857; Henr\'. who was born Aujnist i, 1856, and died in 
Wisconsin, May 15, 1908; William, who was born July 11, 1858, and died at 
Hayes City, Kansas. April 13, 1878; Mrs. Julia Iligbee, who was born August 
7, 1859, and is now living in Montana; Amos, who was bom March 6, 1861, and 
is now a resident of Wisconsin ; Ira, of this review; Levi, who wa^ horn July 20, 
1865, and is now residing in Pairbank; Frank, who was boni June 30, 1866, and 
is operating the mill at Fairbank ; and Ellen Jane, who was born August i, 1873, 
and died August 20, 1880. With the exception of the eldest child all were bom 
and reared in I.cstor township. 

Through the period of his youtli Ira Finch aided in tlie work ot the home farm 
and pursued a public-school education. I le also attended the Iowa State Teachers' 
College for one year and for a year taught school, after which he returned to the 
farm. He has since foltowed the occupation of farming, having no desire to 
change his vocation, and today he is the owner of two hundred and seventy acres 
of choice land on section 12, Lester township, one hundred and thirty acres on 
sections 13 and 24, and ninety-three acres on sections t6 and 17, Fairbank town- 
ship, Buchanan county, i he tract of two hundred and seventy acres and that 
of ninetv-three acres are both well improved, the fields having been brought to 
a high state of cultivation. The home is commodious, is well furnished and 
attractive, and in the management of his business interests Mr. Finch has so 
conducted his affairs as to win a substantial competence. 

At Littleton, Iowa, on the i8th of February, 1889. Mr. Finch was united in 
marriage to Miss Ruhama Elliott, who was Ixjrn March 7. 1865. in Txstcr town- 
ship, on the farm where she now lives. Her parents, .Andrew ;ind Hannah (Wil- 
son) Elliott, were anions the ])i()ncer settlers of the county. Both were natives 
of Ohio, the tormer born I cbruary 11, 1828. and the latter April 14, 1826. Thcy 
were married in Quasqueton, Iowa, December 14, 1854, and removed from that 
place to Lester township the folbwing year. Mrs. Elliott was a daughter of 
Samiiel Wilson, who was bom February 8, 1797, and died in P.uehanan county 
on the 27th of Februar>% 1870. In 1817 he married Dorcas driller, who has also 
passed away. Their dauj^htcr TTannah became the wife of Andrew Elliott and for 
many years they resided in Lester township, enjoying the high regard, good-will 
and confidence of those with whom business or social relations brought them in 
contact. They became the parents of five children: Mrs. Jane Addeman, who 
was bom April 3, 1857, and is now residing in Fairbank township; Mary Ann, 
who was bom February 23, 1859, and is now deceased ; Charles Wilson, who was 
bom June 3. i860, and is living in Fairbank : Elizabeth R . who was born June 
13, 1863, and has passed away and Mrs. Finch, who is the youngest. Mr. and 
Mrs. Elliott continued residents of Lester tf)\vnship until called to their final rest, 
the father departing this life on the 15th of July, 1895. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Finch four children have been bom. The eldest, Wilber 
Wilson, bom March 4, 1890, attended the district schools, was graduated from 
the high school at Fairbank and spent one year at the Oelwein Business Oblige 
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and is now residing in Fairbank township. <^iiarles E., born April 7, 189J, 
attended the commoD schools, was graduated from ISm Fairhank hq^ school and 
also spent one year in the Iowa State Teachers' College at Cedar Falls and one 
year in the I'pper Iowa University at Fayette. He is now asastii^ his father 
in the operation of the home farm. Lester, bom December 5, l896» is attendii^ 
tlic hip:h school at Fairhank and Elizabeth, bom June 8, tQOi, is also a student in 
iairbank. 

The family is pronnnently and favorably known in this section of the state. 
Mr. Findi is a member of Fairfaank lodge, A. F. & A. M., and he and his family 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal diurch. In politics he has always been a 
stanch republican since age conferred upon him the right of frandiise and he 
has been justice of the peace and trustee in Lester township, discfaaigiag his 
duties with credit to himself and satisfactimi to his constituents. 



JOSEPH HACKER. 

Joseph Hacker is a hardware merchant, conducting a growing business at Xo. 
809 Hast Fourth street, in Waterloo. He was born in Germany in 1852, while hi.s 
parents were there on a visit. He is a son of Fred and Katberinc Hacker. IxAh 
of whom were natives of Uadcii, (iLiniany, and who in i^^t} crossed the Atlantic 
to America. Soon afterward the father enlisted tor service in the Mexican war 
and was on duty as a marine on a man-of-war. After the cessation of hostilities 
he settled in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and was married there. In 185 1 he and 
his wife returned to Germany on a visit and in 1853 came again to the new 
world, once more taking up their abode in Philadelphia, where Mr. Hacker con- 
ducted a bakery Inisincss until 1H56. He then came to the west and settled in 
Dubuque, Iowa. He worked al the bakery Inisinc^s for a time and later was 
employed in various ways but in 18(^)5 became a .siorckeciJtr tor the Illinois Cen- 
tral Railroad Company, in which capacity he continued until 1886. He then 
retired, since which time he has made his home with his son Joseph. He is now 
eighty-eight years of age and has lived in Waterloo since 1878, coming to this 
city at the time the Illinois Central Railroad shops were moved here. He has 
long survived his wife, who pas.>^ed away in 1865. In their family were two sons 
and three daughters, of whom Joseph and Frank, a resident of Friend, Nebraska, 
are the only ones now hvinp. 

Joseph Hacker acquired bis education in Dubuque and was employed at 
various occupations until 1868, when he entered upon an apprentfeeship to the 
copper and tinsmith's trade in the machine shops of the Illinois Central Railroad 
Company. He worked for that company untH 1872, when he went to Cedar 
Rapids and became foreman of the first Oiq^ier and tin shop of the Burlington. 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad Company. He superintended the !)uildin^ 
of the tin shop and in fact estabHshed this branch of the business in connection 
with the railroad interests at thai place. He continued to conduct the copper .md 
tin shop there lor two years and then came to Watertoo, where in 1875 he 
embarked in business on his own account, opening a tin shop together with a 
smalt stock of hardware. He has since conducted the business with growing 
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:>uccess and in this period hab changed location five different time^ in order to 
secure larger quarters but has always been on Fourth street except (or a short 
time when he was on Sycamore street. He has developed the business from a 
small begfinning to one of the leading enterprises of the kind in Waterloo and is 
t o. lny proprietor of a large and wdl appointed hardware establishment at No. 
ScH) lluiit Fourth street. 

In 1912 Mr. 1 laiker turned over the hardware hiisincss to his two sons, Fred 
J. and Sidney ]., who still continue proi)rietors of one of the leadinj:; hardware 
stores of the city, vying with their father in making their establishment, like his 
growing enterprise, a credit to Waterloo. As time has passed and Mr. Hacker has 
prospered in his undertakings he has built a number of residences and has also 
become the owner of a number of business properties in Waterloo and from his 
real estate derives a good rental which adds materially to his annual income. He 
likewise has property in other towns, lie lias ?)uilt two stores and seven resi- 
dences in Waterloo and his oldest son owns five lunldin^s in the city, while the 
younger son owns two residences — all of which seems to indicate that the boys 
have inherited their father's excellent business ability, sagacity and enterprise. 

In 1873 Mr. Hacker was united in marriage to Miss Eva Weick, who was 
bom near Davis, Illinois* a daughter of John Weick, who came from Illinois to 
Iowa in 1869 and settled on the boundary line between Bremer and Black Hawk 
counties, where he and his wife occupied a farm until they were called to their 
final rest. Mr. and ^^rs. Hacker became the parejits of five children : Mary S., 
who (lied in early womanliood ; Fred J., a hardware niercliant of W aterloo ; l>ank, 
deceased; Clara, the wife of Edward F. Kciicy, of Mattoon, iiimois; and Sidney 
J., who is his brother's parmer in the hardware business. 

The family are of the Catholic faith and Mr. Hacker gives his political 
all^iance to the democratic party. In the early '90s he served as a member of the 
city council of Waterloo. Fratemally he is connected with the Odd Fellows and 
with the Ancient Order of Unin d Workmen. I le is alert to all tho.se interests that 
affect the welfare of the eonuniinity and his co-operation can he counted upon 
to further measures for the general good ; at the same time his activities have 
been concentrated upon his business affairs and his careful and systematic man- 
agement thereof has led to his success. 



JACOli SCHARES. 

Jacob Schares, llie popular and efhcienl cashier of the German Savings Bank 
of Gilbertville, was bom in Fox township. Black Hawk county, in 1871. 'His 
parents, William and Barbara (Heiner) Schares, were both natives of Priesen, 
Germany, which is in the Rhine country, the former bom in 1820 and the latter 
in 1828. The father was an only son and was therefore exempt from the usual 
military service. He hved in a vtlhfre hut devoted his time to cuhivatin^ his 
truck farm, a short <li<:tance from the town, and in this way provided for the 
support of his family. Upon coming to the United States in 1865 he located in 
Fox township, Black Hawk county, where he became the owner of three hundred 
and twenty acres of land. He followed general farming and also raised conskler* 
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able stock and devoted his whole time to his a^cultural pursuits, becoming oue 
of the most successful farmers of his locality. He passed away May 5, 1888^ but 
his widow survived until July 28, 1905. They were communicants of the Catholic 
church. 

Mr Schare'? of this review is the yonnfrest of their eight children, seven of 
whom are rcsidi-ms of this county. He aliA-nded a (Jcrman school in the summer 
and the district schools in the winter and gained a good ediKation lie nlso 
found time to assist his father with the work of the hoinesicad and ihu> was 
competent to operate a farm when, at the age of twenty-one, he assumed charge 
of his mother's farm. Two years later he started out in life for himself and 
engaged in agricultural pursuits for ten years. At the end of that time he sold 
his farming interests and with his brother engaged in the implement business in 
Gilhertville, coiuinuing in that connection for a1)out ten years. Hi- (lion in com- 
pany with others organized the (Jernian Savings I'.,ank of riilherlville and it was a 
high testimonial to his popularity and reputation for integrity and business abiiuy 
that the entire block of stock was su1»cribed for In twenty Ixiurs. Since the 
establishment of the bank Mr. Schares has been its cashier and its steady, normal 
growth has been due in large measure to his financial and executive ability and 
the close watch whibh he keeps on all phases of the work of the bank. He is 
also a notary public and a stockholder in the Waterloo. C edar I'alls ^ Xorthern 
Railroad. Tic believes in the vahie oi farming l.uuls as an investment and owns 
two hundred and thirty acres in this county, from which he derives a substantial 
addition to his income. 

In 1908 Mr. Schares was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Herrig, a 
native of Jackson county, this state, and a daughter of William and Katherine 
(Neramers) Herrig. Mrs. Herrig is a sister of Father Nemmers, a sketch of 
whom appears elsewhere in this work She was born in Germany in 1843 and 
Mr. Herrig was born in that country in 1829. He wa.s a stonemason and followe<l 
liis trafle in connection with fanning for many years He ()wn> considerable 
land in Jackson county and is still residing there, respected and esteemed as one 
of the substantial men of his community and as one who is always willing to do 
anything within his power to promote its advancement and prt^ess. He and his 
family were early settlers and experienced the hardships and inconvenience of 
pioneer life. Mr. and Mrs. Schares have three children. Roman, Bernadette and 
Ida. The family attend the Catholic chtirch and >fr. Schares is a member of the 
ratholic ( )rder ot I'^orcslcrs. He is esteemed and respected equally for his busi- 
ness ability and his uprightness and has many stanch friends in the county where 
he has resided during his entire life. 



H, B. PLUMB. 

H. I>, riumb is the secretary of the Iowa Dairy Separator Company and 
vice president of the Associated Manufacturersi. Company, which connections 
win him recognition as a leading business man of Waterkio. He is a native of 
the state of New York and on leaving Uie east came to tlus city in 1900. Here 
he entered into active association with the Iowa Dairy Separator Company and 
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on tlie incorporation o£ the business he was elected to the position of secretary, 
in whkh connection he bends his efforts to administrative direction and execu> 
tive control. The business is one of growing importance and his efforts, keen 
insight and unfaltering energy are elements in its continuous growth. 

in 1906 Mr. Plumb was united in marriage to Miss Jessie Ballvett of Water- 
loo, and they are well known in this city, having here an extensive circle of 
wJirm friends. Mr. Plumb is a member of the Commercial Club and Board of 
Trade and is interested in all the projects and plans for the upbuilding of the 
city and the extension of its trade connections. In his life he excmplitics the 
progressive spirit which has been the dominant factor in the upbuilding of the 
middle west and h» efforts have been an element in the city's commercial advance- 
ment as well as the source of his individual success. 



H. S. RAYMOND. 

H. S. Raymond is the vice president of the Cement Products Company, con- 
ducting business at the corner f)f Concrete avenue and Water street in Waterloo. 

He was born in the city in which he makes his home in 1868, his parents being 
E. A. and Sarah 1{. (Prentice) Raymond, who were natives of New York, in 
which state they were reared and married. Cominjj to the west, the father spent 
a few years in looking over the country in search of a favorable location and 
finally in i856» made permanent settlement in Waterloo, whidi was then a small 
town, giving little indications of readiing the metropolitan proportions which it 
today enjoys. For a year he followed teaming and then opened a store cm Com- 
mercial and Fourth streets on the present site of the Black Hawk National Bank. 
After E. A. Raymond became well established in business here seven of his 
brother?; came to the middle west and embarkedjn business in various sections of 
Iowa and Nebraska. They were members of a family o£ twelve children and 
their father was a minister in New York state, while ime of the brothers also 
devoted his life to the work of the ministry* 

£. A. Raymond, turning his attention to mercantile pursuits, conducted his 
store until 1883 and won substantial sua:ess through his capable management 
and well directed efforts. Tie then discontinued the business and retired to enjoy 
a well earned rest, iL^ivinj.,'- his attention only to the supervision of his proi)erty 
interests in Iowa and Stjuth Dakota, lioth he and his wife were very active 
workers and consistent members in the Presbyterian church, contributed gen- 
erously to its support and did much to further its work, Mr. Raymond serving as 
an elder thereof for forty years. He died in August, 1909, having for five 
years survived his wife, who passed away in ^Tarch, 1904, In their family were 
three children, of whom H. S. is the eldest. The others are: Fred M., wl-o is 
conducting a large mercatitile establishment at North Yakima, Washington ; and 
Elnise P., a nurse, who was graduated from the Johns Hoi^kins Hospital of Calti- 
more. Maryland, and is now practicing her profession in Buffalo, New York. 

H. ^. Raymond passed through consecutive grades in the public schools of 
Waterloo until he became a high-school pupil He also attended Coe Goll^e at 
Cedar Rapids and the Union University at Schenectady, New York, with the class 



Digitized by Google 



414 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



of 1893. After completing his education he was in the express service for six 
years, doing office work during the last four years of that time. In 1899 he 

turned his attention to the grocery business at O'Neil, Nebraska, in connection 
with his brother, Fred. Later he sold out there and in 1900 became connected 
with the Alliance Electric Light Company. Three years later he entered the train 
service of the Lhicn«jo, Burlington & Quincy Railroad and continued for four 
years, lie tlien returned and took charge of the night shift for the Alliance 
Electric Light Loni])any, there remaining until the death of his father in 19CX;. 
when he again came to Waterloo to take charge of his father's estate as admin- 
istrator. While thus engaged he became one of the organizers of the Cement 
Products Company in 1910 and served as president and manager for two years, 
since which time he has been the vice president and is one of ihc largest stock- 
holders of the cnmpnnv, which is conductin!r an extensive and growinj^ husines> 
that ha> won elassitieation willi the leatlint; |)ro(liiotive industries of the city 

Mr. Raymond voles with the republican party, yel is liberal in his views and 
has never sought nor desired the honors and emoluments of publk office. He 
holds membership with the Alpha Delta Fhi» a collq^e fraternity, with the Benevcn 
lent Protective Order of Elks and with the Presbyterian church, in which he is 
serving as an elder and as secretary of the Sunday school. He does every thing 
in his power to advance moral progress in the oonmumity and is a contributor 
to the various dirtercnt lines of churcli work. His life in every relation has 
commanded for him the confidence and goodwill of his fellow townsmen and he 
is one of the highly honored residents of his native city. 



FRANK BORNONG. 

l'"rank Ijornon)^ has since 1912 been engaged in the implement busine» in 
Gilbertville in connection with his brother and the lirm has already gained an 
enviable position in business circles of the town. He is still quite a young man 
as his birtfi occurred in 1886. He was bom in Foyner township. Black Hawk 
^county, a son of John P. and Mary (Schmitz) Bomong. natives of Neider Ker- 
schen, Luxen^urg, and Bad Ems, Prussia, respectively. The father was bora in 
184 ^ and passed away in 191 1. The mother is still living in' Gilbertville, at the age 
of tifty-nine. John W Hornong followed farming in Germany and ujx)n emi- 
grating to the I 'niled Slates in 1875 made his way to this county and settled ujKjn 
a farm in Poyner township. In his young manhood he served for three years in 
the German army. After locath^ in this county he continued to devote his time 
to agricultural pursuits and at the time of his death owned one hundred and fifty 
acres of valuable land. He was without political aspirations, and the cultivation 
of his land received his entire attention. 

Frank Rornong is the third in a family of seven children, and his educationnl 
o|>pnrtimities were limited to attendance at the district schools. He remained 
at home until lie was twenty-five years old and then began cultivating a small fann 
in Foyner township. He was so engaged for a year but in njij joined liis 
brother in the conduct of an implement business in Gilbertville. Their store has a 
reputation for excellent gdods and fair prices, and the volume of btisincss is 
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steadily increasing. Mr. Bornong is also a stockholder in the German Savings 
Bank of Gilbertville and is a stockholder and secretary of the Washburn Ray- 
mond Telephone Company and a director in the Gilbertville Light Company. 

Mr. Bomong married ^^ iss Kathertne DeMuth, who is a native of this county 
and a daughter of Bernard and Susan (Deneff) DeMuth, both of whom arc 
deceased. Her father was a fanner in (Tcrmntiy .nul continues! to devote his time 
to the cultivation of land after coming to this country in iSf'S. He settled in 
Black Hawk county and became the owner of one hundred and twenty acres of 
land. Mrs. Bomong is tihe youngest of his seven children. Mr. and Mrs. Bomoi^ 
have a son» Joseph G., bom December 31, 191 3. 

Mr. Bomong's fraternal connection is with the Catholic Order of Foresters, 
in which he is a tmstee. He also betongs to the Iowa Implement Dealers* Associa- 
tion, as he believes in the value of orjjanization for the betterment of trade condi- 
tions. He is up-to-date and pro^'re>sive in all that he does, and the sueecss that he 
has already achieved in business is but an indication of the greater prosperity 
which the years probably buld in store for him. 1 



J. J. PETERSON. 

J. J. Peterxin is a well known contractor and builder in brick, stone or frame 
and also fireproof buildings, his office being No. 807 \\ est Mullen avenue, Water- 
loo. He was bora at Liberty Pole, Vernon county, W isconsin, in i86y, a son 01 
L. P. Peterson, a native of Denmark, who after coming to the new world followed 
the contracting business and also engaged in farming in Vernon county, Wis- 
consin, where he remained until hts death, which occurred in 1912. His widow 
survives. 

J. J. Peterson ac(juircd his early education in the common schools of his native 
state and after he had mastered the branches of learninj; therein taught he took 
up the carpenter s trade, becoming a good \\urkman in that tield ot labor. He 
followed carpentering in Wisconsin until 1904, when he came to Iowa, and after 
six months spent in Independence removed to Waterloo, where he continued to 
work at his trade. He has been connected with the construction of some of the 
leading buildings of the city in the years which have since come and gone and was 
,superintciu!ent of the construction of the Waterloo postoffice. He also aided in 
the erection of the First Methodist Episcopal church, the Kmerson school and the 
W hittier school, all of Waterloo, was also the builder of the courthouse in Decatui 
county and one of the buildings at tlie State Hospital in Cherokee, Iowa. In tlic 
early part of 1914 he began contracting on his own account and is meeting with 
substantial success. 

In 1903 Mr. Peterson was united in marriage to Miss Hattie M. W^ebster, a 
native of Independence. Iowa, and a daughter of Saxon Webster. Mrs. Peterson 
passed away in 1912, leaving one daughter, h'.lsie Gertrude, who was born in 
December, i*>05. and is now nttcndint; school. Mrs. Peterson was a member of 
the First Methodist Episcopal church and a lady ot many excellent traits of 
heart and mind which endeared her to those with whom she came in contact. Mr. 
Peterson and Iris daughter also belong to the same church and they are well known 
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socially in Waterloo. Politically he is a repubtican, Imt not an office seeker. He 
has always felt that the pursuits of private life are in themselves abundantly 
worthy of his best efforts and, therefore, he has concentrated his attention upon 
building operations and has gained a creditable phice among the capable con- 
tractors and builders of Waterloo. 



FRANK F. KNAPP. 

Frank F. Knapp. engaged in the real-estate and loan business in Waterloo, 
was bom in Mount Vernon, this county, in 1858, a son of Solomon Knapp, who 
in February, 1855, started for Iowa from Joliel, Illinois, crossing the Mississippi 
river on the ice. He took up his abode first in Mount \ ernon township, where 
he carried on fanning for several years, but in 1864 removed to Waterloo town- 
ship, where he again secured a tract of farming hind» making his home thereon 
to the time of his death, which occurred in 1908. He always followed general 
farming and stock-raising. The land upon which he settled in Waterloo town- 
^hip was a wild and unimproved tract, but with characteristic ener^n^ he broke 
the sod and converted the land into productive fields that arc still in possession 
of his son, Frank F. Knapp. Somettiiag of ttie increase in property values in 
this county is indicated in a little incident whidi occurred to the subject of this 
review. Following his marriage in 1882 he was one day during that year walk^ 
ing with his wife down near the river when a man approached him, wishing to 
make a sale. He owned a j)ortion of wh.it w as later known as the Daily farm 
and offered the land to Mr. Knapp for five dollars per acre. The same place 
could not he jnirchased tcxlay for two thousand dollars an acre. 

Frank F. Knapp was bom and reared in this county and was educated iu iIk 
dbtrict schools. He early became familiar with all of the duties and labors inci- 
dent to the work of the fields, for tiirough vacation periods he aided in plowing, 
planting and harvesting. He aftersvard taught sdiool for ten years in this county 
and proved a capable educator, imparting readily and clearly to others the knowl- 
edge that he had acquired. 

In 1882, Mr. Knapj) was married to Miss Alice M. Janes, of Union to\vn>liip, 
a daughter of E. L. Janes, who was a native of DuPagc county, New- 
York, and settled in Black Hawk county in 1853. Mr. Knapp. and bis bride 
began their domestic life npon a farm which th<^ occupied for four or five 
years. They then removed to Cedar Falls and Mr. Knapp accepted a position as 
a traveling salesman, remaining upon the road as a representative for Altman 
Miller & Company nine years. While a resident of Cedar Falls he also served 
for six years as a member of the city council and exercised his official prorotja- 
tivcs in support of many plans and measures for the public good. In 1900 he 
was elected recorder and served in that office for six years and four months. 
He was then appointed justice of the peace of East Waterloo township and has 
since occupied ^at office, discharging hts duties without fear or favor. Mr. 
Knapp has always been active in politics and his j > :tion upon important ques- 
tions has never been an equivocal one. He stands loyally for what he believes 
to be right and does everything in his power to further the interests and up- 
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building of the community in which he lives. He is engaged in the real-estat*^ 
and loan business in Waterloo and is meeting with well deserved success in tlnse 
lines. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Knapp own farm property in this county and from their 
holdings derive a substantial annual income. Their children are: Frank E., who 
is now engaged in the jcwcln,' business in Waterloo; Myrtle, the wife of Herbert 
Pett, of Waterloo township; I'carl, who married Josej)h Kern, foreman for the 
Cherokee Muuuiacturing Lonipaiiy of Cherokee, Jowa; Mamie, who is with the 
Bankers Accident Insurance Company, of Waterloo; ami Bessie, Forrest, Maud 
and Clair, aU at home. 

Mr. Knapp holds membership with the Modem Woodmen of America and 
with the American Yeomen. His entire life has been passed in this county, so 
that he is ntiml)ered among its pioneer settlers, having been a witness of the 
growth and development of this section of the state for fifty-six years. lie has 
seen many changes during this period and liis memory forms a connecting link 
between die primitive past and the progressive present His grandfather, Solo- 
mon Knapp, who arrived in Cedar Falls in 1853, was the pioneer Baptist minister 
of this section and it has been said that he was the first Baptist minister to preach 
a sermon in Chicago, which was about the year 1833. Since the earliest arrival 
of the family in lUack Hawk roinity its representatives ha\ e l>ome a helpful part 
in liringin^ about present day conditions of |>rogrcss and prosperity an<l I-'rank 
F. Knapp is today a well known business man and oihcial, conducting important 
interests in the field of real estate and loans and at the same time doing important 
public service in bis faithful discharge of his duties as justice of the peace. 



GUY N. SEE. 

Guy .\. See, treasurer of the Waterloo Skirt & Garment Company, has for a 
quarter of a century been a resident of the city in which he still resides and in 
which he has won a prominent position in business circles. He was bom in John- 
son county, Iowa, near Iowa City, in 1883, and he has ever been actuated by the 
spirit of enterprise which has been the dominant factor in the upbuilding and 
development of this <?tate. His youthful days were spent upon a farm with the 
usual experiences that fall tf» the lot of the farm lad as he divides his time between 
the work of the fields and the acquirenieni ut a public-school education. He felt 
that he would prefer other pursuits than that of tilling the soil, however, and 
early in life he took up the study of telegraphy. He was with the Rock Island 
Railroad Company until 1904, representing that road in various places as an 
operator. 

In that year, however, Mr. Sec turned his attention to commercial inirsuits and 
entered the oflRce of the Waterloo Skirt iSt Garment Coniiian\-, (iradually he 
worked his way upward, became fjiie of ihc stockholders and on the ist ot January. 
TOi I. was elected treasurer of the company, in which capacity he has since served, 
largely assisting in the management - and control of the financial affairs of the 
business. Thi^ H one of the important manufacturing interests of Waterloo. The 
company owns a large plant splendidly equipped with the latest improved ma- 
vat D -H 
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dtinery for cutting the garments and fadlitating the work of making the ddns, 
petticoats and other things manufactured by the house. They utilize ten thousand 

yards of cloth daily and that their business is an extensive one is indicated by the 
fact that their trade extends from the Atlantic to the Pacific. They have eightem 
travcUng salesnicn ujxjn tlie road and the house has a well established reputation 
for rdiability as well as enterprise. It is a factor in Waterloo's prosperity in tliai 
it furmshes employment to a large force of operatives m the factory and through 
its sales brings to the city a considerable capital. 

In 1902 Mr. See was united in marriage to Miss Lillian Bennett, of Waterloo^ 
by whom he has four children, namely : Walter, Robert, Kenneth and Frances. 
The family attend the Grace Methodist I'.piscopal church and Mr. See contrihutci 
generously to its support. 1 ic holds membership with the Masonic lod^c and also 
in the Town Criers Club and in the Commercial Club and Board of i rade. He is 
a pubhc-spirited citizen, interested in all plans and projects for the bencht and 
Upbuilding of Waterloo, and in these plans he is often a hearty oooperant He 
bdongs to that class of men in whom America takes just pride — the chus known 
as self'-made, for he started out in life empty*handed and has worked his way 
steadily upward, depending upon his own resources from early youth. His powers 
have grown through the exercise of effort and each forward step has broiiglit !i;m 
a broader outlook and wider opportuniticj, until he is today a Icadmg factor in ihc 
manufacturing circles of his adopted city. 



PHILIP KOESTER. 

Philip Koester is secretary of the Waterloo Sash & Fixture Works and as 
such a factor in the industrial activities of his city. He was born in Hessen, 
Germany, on the 25th ot March, 1865, a son of Jacob and Elizabeth Koester, both 
of whom are still residents of Germany. The son was reared under the parmtal 
roof to his seventeenth year and was educated in public and private schools. The 
opportunities of the new world attracted him and in 1882 he came to the United 
States, making his way at once to Waterloo. 

Both his father and grand father liad been cabinetmakers and I*hiljp Koester 
had learned the trade under their direction in ( lermany. After locating in Water- 
loo he secured employment in the furniture factory of Daniels & Slade. He was 
then a lad of but seventeen years, but with courage and determination he faced 
life with its duties and responsibilities. He applied himself diligently to the work 
in hand. He had previously learned drafting and this stood him in good stead. 
His fidelity and adaptability enabled him to win promotion from time to time 
and four years later he was made foreman of the plant, remaining with that firm 
for twenty-two vears. cij^hteen years of which time he was foreman. No higher 
testimonial of capability, merit, efficiency and hdelity can he ^Wcu than the fact 
that he was retained in that jxjslion of responsibility through all those years not- 
withstanding the fact that the house underwent various changes in organization 
and ownership. It was first merged into the Beck, Nauman & Watts Company 
and subsequently into the Nauman Company, controlling one of the largest mami- 
f acturing planU for hank and office fixtures in the state. 
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In 1904 Mr. Kotster resigned his position wkh the Nauniaii Company and 
became one of the oiganizers of the Waterloo Sash & Fixture Works, manuf actur- 
hig bank and office fixtures, doors, sash and stair work. The business has grown 
continually and has been developed into one of the imjMHtant manufacturing * 

industries of Waterloo. The success of the enterprise is attributable largely to 
tho efforts of Mr. Koester, whose practical knowledge of the mechanical phase of 
the business as well as his skill in directing its hnancial interests has nuide it a 
prosperous undertaking. 

In 1885 Mr. Koester was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Witnaur, who 
was bom in Bhck Hawk county, her parents being natives of Switzerland and 
early settlers of this county. Our subject and his wife have five sons and two 
daughters, namely : Elsie Elizabeth, who is the wife of F. M. Shortridge of Des 
Moines; Ralph P. and Philip, Jr., both of whom are employed in the Waterloo 
Sash & Fixture Works ; Frederick, who is a senior in the high school; Madaline; 
William, a high-school stirdent ; and Hmmons. 

Fraternally Mr. Koester is identitieU with the t'oUowiag organizations: V\ ater- 
loo Lodge, No, 105, A. F. & A. M. ; Tabernacle Chapter, No. 52, R. A. M. ; Ascalou 
Commandery, No. 25, K. T.; Crescent Council, No. 16, R. & S. M.; El Kahir 
Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S. ; the Consistory, having taken the thirty-second degree 
in the Scottish Rite, and the Brotherhood of American Yeomen. Mr. Koester 
has studied political situations and questions in America and has long been a 
stalwart advocate of the republican party. He and his family arc members of the 
Lutheran church and his life has ever been actuated by high and honorable prin- 
ciples. He is prominent as a business nun whose constantly expanding powers 
have taken him from humble surroundings into the field of large enterprise and 
continually broadening opportunities. He has ever brought to bear a clear under- 
standii^ that readily solves complex problems and unites into a harmonious whole 
unrelated and even diverse interests. 



D. F. MYTHALER. 

D. F. Mythaler. carrying on both farming and mercantile pursuits, resides 
on section 32, Cedar townshi]), and for the past fifteen years has conducted a 
hardware and implement establishment at Washburn in association with his 
brothers, William E. and George F. His birth occurred in Cedar township, 
this county, in April. iHjai. his parents being Frederick and Matilda (Foulk) 
Mythaler, the former a native of Genuauy and the latter of Pennsylvania. 
Frederick Mythaler emigrated to the United States when eighteen years of age. 
living first in Pennsylvania and subsequently in Ohk> and Illinois. He learned 
the cabinetmaker's trade after coming to this country but eventually abandoned 
that occupation and journeyed overland from Illinois to P.lack Hawk county, 
Iowa, in 1864. being a pioneer settler in this county. At that time he purchased 
and improved one hundred and sixty acres on section 32, Cedar township, and 
later bought more land until his holdings aggregated two hundred and ninety- 
four acres, ninety-four acres thereof being on section 6. In 1883 he leased the 
place and took up his abode in Waterloo, where he made his home until 1890 or 
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until his children had received the advantages of the school training there of* 
fered. He then returned to his farm and thereon spent the remainder of his 

life, passing away on the 29th of May, 1911, when the community mourned the 
loss of one of its esteemed and representative citizens. His widow still resides 
on ihc old home j)lace in Cedar township, toj^cther with her sons, D. F. and 
William E. The family miinbtred five children, as follows: Minnie J., who 
is a resident of Tacoma. Washington; Emma L., also a resident of Tacouia. 
and the widow of Pant Oliver, who died in 1914; D. P., of this review; William 
E. ; and Georige F. 

1), F. My thaler was reared and educated in this county, being graduated 
from the Side high school at Waterloo with the class of 1890. Subsequent 

to his lather's death he and his brother \N'ilIiam E. took charj^e of the home 
farm, the active work of which is under the supervision of the latter, as D. F. 
My thaler is engaged in the management of a hardware and implement estab- 
lishment at Washburn which the brothers opened fifteen years ago. In connec- 
tion with his brother William E., our subject owns two hundred and ninety- 
three acres of land in Canada. His business interests are carefully oondocted 
and success has rewarded his efforts until he is now numbered among the enter- 
prising and substantial citizens of his native county. 

In October, 1896, Mr. Mythaler was united In marriage to Miss \nianda 
Hoover, a daughter of Daniel and Sarah (Steel) Hoover, who were bom ui 
Ohio, became pioneer settlers of Black Hawk county, Iowa, and now reside on 
a farm in Idaho. To Mr. and Mrs. Mythaler were bom seven children, namely: 
Mabd E., Pearl G., Belva J., Fern M., Alice M.. Beulah J. and Kenneth H. 
The wife and mother was called to her final rest on the 2d of December, 1912, 
passing away after a month's illness. 

Mr. Mvthaler gives his iM)litical allegiance to the republican parly and has 
been a member of the school board for four terms, serving as its president dur- 
ing three terms of that period. The cause of education has ever found in htm 
a stalwart champion and helpful worker. His religious faith is that of the 
Christian church. He has resided in this county continuously from his btrtii 
to the present time, and that his life has ever been upright and honorable is 
indicated in the fact "h it the associates of his boyhood and youth are still num- 
bered among his warm friends and admirers. 



a B. KIMBALL. 

D. B. Kimball is the manager of the Kelley Manufacturing Company of Water- 
loo, to which city he came three years aq:o to enter into his present business con- 
nections. He was bom in Galesburj^', Illinois, in 1873. and there spent his youth- 
ful days, acquiring his education m the public schools of that city and as a student 
in Knox College. When his text-books were put aside he made his initial step 
in the business world as a salesman in the empby of the W. I. McKee Lumber 
Company, with offices at Quincy, Illinois, and represented that company upon the 
road for eight years. In that connection he traveled to the coast, where he 
purchased lumber which he would ship back to Illinois and there place it on the 
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market. In ujii he came to Waterloo, having been otTered the position oi man- 
ager of the Kcllcy Manufacturing Company, engaged in the manufacture of 
kerosene engines, drays, and graders. In this connection he has supervision of 
the plant and he is thoroughly familiar with the trade. His efforts are an element 
in Uie success of the business, for he himself carefully directs the labors of those 
who serve tmder him so that there is no useless expenditure of time, money or 
material. 

In 1003 Mr. Kimball was united in marriage to Miss I^ura Dolbeiir, of Rock- 
ford, Illinois, and they have one daughter, Florence. The parents are cotisistent 
and luiihful members of the First Congregational church, and Mr. Kimball holds 
membership in the Commercial Gd> and Board of Trade. He is also connected 
widi the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and the Royal Arcanum and in all 
of these oiiganizations has many friends, his good qualities winning for him the 
high and enduring r^rd of those with whom he has come in contact. 



ELI MESSER. 

Eli Messer is well known as a successful breeder and raiser of Holstein and 
Ayrshire cattle and Hampshire hogs. He bears an equally enviable reputation as a 

breeder of fancy chickens and his business has reached extensive jnoportions. 
His place is located on section 19, West Waterloo townsliii), and the business is 
under the exclusive supervision of Mr. >Tcsscr. a wide awake, alert and enerj:;;etic 
business man, whose carefully directed labors have resulted in the attainment of 
gratifying success. 

Mr. Messer was bom in Tama county, Iowa, in 1880, and is a son oi Jolm and 
Catherine Messer. The mother passed away in Tama county, August 19, 1910, 
and the father, who for many years followed agricultural pursuits, is now living 
retired at Dysart, Iowa. In the family were eight children : !'<K\ ard, whose home 
is at Van Xuys. California; Eli. of this review; Elizal)eih. who i- tlie wife of 
•Andrew Meahlliouse : Clara, who gave her hand in niai i iai^e lo Henry Zohle, of 
Dysart, Iowa; Earl, who lives near l>y>aii; Esther, who is attending school and 
is still at home ; and Elsie and Gladys, who are also yet school students. 

Eli Messer spent his youthful days upon his father's farm with the usual 
experiences and training that fall to the lot of the farm lad who divides his time 
between the duties of the .schoolroom and the work of the fields. As he advanced 
in age and ^tren[,^tli he formulated his plans for a life work and as the years have 
gone on lie has develctjicd his powers. His early education was acquired in the 
public sclinols ot T.-nna county and in addition to a lnu;tvschool course at ny>art 
he took the short course at Ames two years. He rcmainetl ai home until twenty- 
four years of age and then started out in business on his own account. For about 
ten years he was engaged in farming in Tama county and in 1913 he purchased 
a half interest in the farm upon which he now resides, his partner in the enter- 
prise being William Galloway. He has a valuable property, pleasantly and con- 
veniently situated on section 19. West \\'atcrloo township. His land comprises 
one hnndred and eighty acres and from his fields he annually t^atliers irnnd har- 
vests. He IS more widely known, however, as a breeder of hnc cattle, hogs and 
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chickens. He makes a specialty of Holstcin and Ayrshire cattle and of Hampshire 
hogs. He handles a namber of the finest breeds of chickens, including the Barred 
Rock, the Rosecomb, the Rhode Island Red, S. C. White Leghorns, the Buff 
Orpington and the Rouen Ducks. l ie handles pure blooded stock and breeds and 

raises cattle, hogs and chickens for sale. His labors are an important element in 
the work of raising the standard of stock produced in this section of the state. 

Mr. Messer's farm of one hundred and eighty acres i- highly improved and is 
aniong tiic most attractive and valuable in the state. None of the accessories and 
conveniences of a model farm of the twentieth century are lacking thereon and 
the place presents a splendid appearance, constituting one of the attractive features 
in the landscape. In addition to lus stock breeding and raising interests he is 
a stockholder in the Savings Bank of Dysart and also owns stock in the Farmers 
Lumber Company and the Tama Benton Grain v'l Elevator Company of Dysart 
These, however, are but side issues to the main feature of his business. He not 
only believes in improving the grade of stock raised but is a believer e<|ually a* 
well m breeding up his seed corn and other grains and he cuts his alfalfa four 
times a year. 

In 1904 Mr. Messer was united in marriage to Miss Lydia A. Trq>p, a native 

of Gnmdy county, Iowa, and a daughter of Christian and .\nna Trepp. The 

father died in Grundy county and the mother is still living in Ackley, Iowa. In 
their family were ten children: Henry, who makes his home in White, South 
Dakota; Mrs. Lvdia A, Messer; Mrs. Sarali Miller, living at Fostoria, Iowa; 
Thomas, whose home is in .Ackley, Iowa; Lowell, deceased; Mrs. .\nn Schultz, 
also living at Ackley ; Wesley, whose home is in Pasadena, California; Reba, the 
wife of Fred Dentd, of Faulkner, Iowa ; and Mabel and Vera, both teaching. Mr. 
and Mrs. Messer have become the parents of two sons and two daughters, namely : 
Thelma I., who was born in ICJ05; Netha G., whose birth occurred in 1906; and 
Quentin L. and \'ern 1'., who were born in the years \()oy and if) to respectively. 

The family are adherents of the Lvangelical faith, and in his jK)litical views 
Mr. Messer is a stalwart rei)uhlican. lie keeps well informed on the questions and 
issues of the day but does not seek nor desire oftke, preferring to concentrate 
his energies upon his business affairs, which arc of growing volume and impor- 
tance. He is today one of the leading stock-raisers of the county and his work 
has been of the utmost value to the community in advancing the standard of stock 
raised. He early recognized the eternal principle that industry wins and industn. 
became the beacon light of his life, leadin).,' him from one advanced step to another 
until ho today occupies a position of prominence and distinction in coimection with 
his chosen labors. 



J. G. WESTPHAL. 

T. G. Westphal is a nurseryman and farmer livinfj on section 20, Mount Ver- 
non township, where he has property known as the Evergreen nursery and fruit 
farm. A native of Germany, he was born in the city of Hamburg in 0^tot>er. 
1848. and was l)rought to .America by his parents in 1856. when a little lad oi 
about eight. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Westplial have become the parents of a son and two daughters: 
Max M., who was born in 1888 and is now interested with his lather in the 
nunery business, with which he is thoroughly acquainted; Elsie, at home; and 
Dorothy, who is attending school. Mr. Westphal frequent^ votes mth the dem- 
ocratic party, yet is libera! in his views and does not consider himself bound by 
party tics. He and his family hold to the faith of the Lutheran church and they 
are highly esteemed people. Mr. W estphal has never sought to figure {promi- 
nently in any connection outside ot business. He has displaycil the spirit of 
iniLiauvc in establishing a business of this character in Black Hawk county. 
£nt«-prise, determination and persistent effort, however, have been his guide and 
upon these qualities he has builded his success. 



MICHAEL THOMAS CiLKASOX. 

Aiihougii he lived a quiet and somewhat unevenliul lite Michael Ihouias 
Gteascm di^layed many sterling traits of character that won him warm esteem 
and made his death deeply regretted by all who knew him. He was long a resi- 
dent farmer of Lincoln township. His birth occurred in Missouri, January t8. 
1853. His parents were Martin and Sarah Gleason, both natives of Ireland, the 
latter liom in Tippcrary. They became farming people of Clack Hawk county 
and died in l-incnln township. They had a family of three children, Kuth, 
Michael I homas and John. 

Michael Thomas Gleason was a poor boy with comparatively limited advan- 
tages. His education was acquired in the schools of Missouri and of Clinton, 
Iowa, and he personally paid the expenses of his education. His parents were 
farming people and he worked at home and for neighboring farmers until twenty- 
five years of age, when he went to Davenport, where he was employed for a time 
in a store. He carefully save<l his earnings until he got a start, after which he 
returned to Clinton and later came to I'lark Haw k county. In Linc(jlii township, 
on the 17th of June, 1887, he was uniud in marriage to Miss Latherinc Quinn, 
who was bom in Mankato, Minnesota, May 6, 1866, and was there reared to 
womanhood. Her father, James Quinn, was bom in County Longford, Ireland, 
and was a fanner by o^upation. In that cotmtry he wedded Mary Ann Ryan and 
later came to the United States, settling in Hlue Earth county, Minnesota, but 
afterward removed to V.hck Hawk county, where their remainint:: days were 
jrassed in Lincoln townshij). fhe Indians were far more numerous than the white 
settlers in Minnesota at the time Mr. Quinn took up his abode there. In his 
family were si.\ children, James, Thomas. Mary, John, Lizzie and Catherine. 
The last named became Mrs. Gleason. She was about nineteen or twenty years of 
age when her parents came to Black Hawk county, settling in Lincohi township. 

At ^e time of their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Gleason took up their abode upon 
a farm and withduiractcristic energy he began to further develop and improve the 
place, which rompriHed one hundred and eighty acres. There were gortd l)uil(lings 
upon it when he took j)OSse>.xi(in. He built a house, barn and sheds for the 
machinery, enclosed the place and divided it into tieI(U of convenient «i7.e hv well 
kept fences, set out orchards and made other improveiueius which greatly added 
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to the value of the fann. His crops, too, were carefully cultivated and brought 
to him a good financial return annually. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Gleason were bom seven children: Ambrose, who died aged 
eleven years; and \ crna. Mary, Catherine, Margaret, Leo. Clara Corctta. all now 

at honir In politics Mi f llcasoti was a democrat but did not >cck nor desire |)uh- 
lic otTicc. lie was a member of ihc Catholic church and he ]>f)sscs>c(i nwny 
caliuiable traits of character. He was kind, luved his home and was a devoicd 
husband and father. Ife was also an esteemed citizen and his death was the 
occasion of deep and wide-spread regret to his many friends as well as to his 



HLDSUX SAMNGS liA.NK. 

The Hudson Savings Bank was founded as a private liank by John H. Lcaviit 
and James H. Washburn with a capital stock of ten thousand dollars. Its found- 
ers are both deceased. They erected the building which was vacated only in 
January, 1914, when a removal was made to the present fine bank building recentlr 

erected. For two years the institution was conducted a« a private bank hut in 
March, iJ^j^. the Hudson Savings Hank was incorporated with a cai>ital of fift«>!^ 
thousand (l<jllar^ and a fifty year charter, taking over the lni-iiu->> oi" ttu- t>l,i 
private bank, in January, ujoi. the I'irst National Hank was organized with a 
capital of twenty-five thousand dollars, with the same list of shareholders and 
operated in connection with the Hudson Savings Bank until July i, 1912, at which 
time the stock of the Hudson Savings Bank was increased to fiity thousand 
dollars and the business of the two banks consolidated and continued as one bank. 
The institution has had three presidents: John H. Ixavitt, Thomas Loonan and 
Frank R. Tlollis; and ilirec cashiers: James IT. Washburn. L. R. Peifcr and (". W . 
Bedford. Of the original board of directors three remain on the present board: 
F, R. Hollis, James Faulkner and J. M. Slusher. 

The stock of the bank is held ahnost entirely by local business men and farmers 
and the prosperity of the community has gone hand in hand with the activity and 
growth of this strong institution. The management of the Hudson .Savings Bank 
has always been in the care of experience<l bankers and practical business men. 
The strength and stability of the hank has ticvcr l)een questioned. The j^rowth of 
this institution has licen constant and permaneiit and at this time their statement 
shows a paid up capital of fifty thousand dollars and total assets of over three 
hundred thousand dollars. The best proof of satisfactory service is constant 
growth. The business had so increased that the former quarters became inade- 
quate and plans were made and work b^un on a new building, resulting in the 
erection of the present fine business block now occupied by the bank. The present 
oftuor? are: Frank R. Hollis. president: Tames Tuonan, vice president; C. \V. 
Bedford, cashier: J. W. Mc( Uiskey, assistant cashier; while in connection with 
the officers. William J. ♦iuiknecht, J. M. Slusher. James Faulkner and Ira Rotla- 
mar are on the board of directors. 

The bank building is hxated on Main street and is of solid brick construction 
with stone trimmings. The building is twenty-nine by seventy feet and presents 
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both an attractive exterior and interior, in which nrchitccliirnl beauty is romhined 
with permanency and usefulness. The second story is used a? a public hall 
and is thoroughly equipped for entertainments. The Ik&l tioor used entirely 
for banking purposes and in planning the building all other items have Ijecn sub- 
ject and incidental to tfie. making of the banking office and other rooms on the 
first floor so as to promote the convenience and comfort of the officers and patrons 
of the bank. The banking room has a heavy quartered oak beam ceiling with 
white Italian marble wainscot and verde anti(|ue marble trimming. There IS a 
I'lc flortr and all of the woodwork is quarter sawed oak. There are a well 
appointed director'.-, room, (.•oiniuittfi' roonT- and :\\>o a private room just hack of 
the cashier s desk for the use of ofticers in transacting business of a contidential 
nature with customers. The vault is a two-story affair buttt out of solid cement 
and reinforced with steel bars running both ways. In the basement the vault is 
used for storage purposes only. On the first floor there is a department filled with 
safely deposit boxes which arc divided from the bank's cash vault by a steel 
partition. There arc iw i liundred safety dejwit boxes and nothing has been 
spared in fvirthcrinp; tiic nitcrests of the bank and its patrons. The building is 
one of the tinest in the state and would be a credit to a city of much greater size 
than Hudson. 



F. B. BALLOU. 

V. r.. Oallou is actively engaged in l)usine>s as a member of the firm of Hallou 
& Smart, buying, selling and trafficking in engines, threshing machines and attach- 
ments» whose establishment is located at the corner of Duryea and Rock island 
avenues in Waterloo. His birth occurred in Wyoming county, New York, in 1 850. 
and he supplemented his preliminary education by an academic course of study in 
his native state. In 1867, when a youth of sevenie( n > ears, he came to Waterloo, 
Iowa, and for fc.ur years was employed in the City Mills, now a part of the Union 
Mill c:oin]jany. Sul)sequently he went to Charles City, Floyd county. Iowa, and 
there rented and operated a mill for two years. On the expiration of that period 
he returned to Waterloo and for three years remained in the service of the Leavitt 
^ Johnson Bank, while subsequently he went to La Porte City, this county, being 
there enq>toyed as a grain buyer for two years. After returning to Waterloo he 
spent a short time with an implement firm and then went to Independence, 
Buchanan county, this state, where he worked for one year in the office of the 
McCormick Machine Company and was afterward employed as general agent for 
a period of sixteen year.s. 

At the end of that time, in i8q8. Mr. Ballon agaui returned to Waterloo, here 
acting as secretary of the Cascaden Manufacturing Company until that concern 
discontinued business in igio. Since that time he has associated himself with 
P. R. &nart and has built up an extensive enterprise tn the buying and selling of 
engines, threshing machines and attachments. He is likewise the secretary and 
a stockholder in the Home Improvement Company of Waterloo. 3 director of the 
People's Building & Loan Association of Waterloo and owns a number of prop- 
erties in the city. His business career has been characterized by intense and well 
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directed activity, resulting in success, and he has long been numbered among the 
prosperous and representative citizens of the commiinity. 

In 1883 Mr. Ballon was united in marriage to Miss Ellen F. Hubbard* who 
was born in Ohio, came to Iowa at the time of her manage and passed away in 

T904, leaving two children. Frederick H., who was born in 1885 and is a graduate 
of Stevens Institute of 1 cchnology of HolM)kcti, Xcw Jersey, is now a mechanical 
eii^Miieer in the sci \ ice of the Great Western Sugar L'onipany of Denver, Colorado. 
Luis K., wliose birth occurred in 1888, is a graduate of the dcparinient of dome-'tir 
science in the Iowa State Teachers' College of Cedar Falls. Mr. Uallou gives his 
political allegiance to the republican i>arty and fraternally is identified with the 
Masons, belonging to the Mystic Shrine. His religious faith is that of the Epis- 
copal church. In his business affairs he is always found reliable and he stands 
for the progressive element in citizenship and for trustworthiness in every lelatioft. 



ANDREW P. JOHNSON, 

Andrew P. Johnson is a retired market gardener and old settler of Black 
Hawk county, well known in Waterloo and throughout this part of the state. He 
is n ative of Denmark, wliere his father conducted farminfj on a small scale and 
tlierc Andrew \\ Johnson attended school until fourteen years of age. When 
old enough he went out to work, receiving fifteen dollars and a suit of clothes for 
his first year's labor. He aided in plowing, wielded the flail and mowed with the 
scythe and did other farm work according to the primitive manner of the times, 
when farm machinery was very crude compared to that in use at present 

When he was twenty-two years of age or in 1870 a neighbor, who was leaving 
for the United States, told Mr. Johnson that if he would he would pay hh 
passage. Mr. Johnson prepared for the trip. \\ hen he told his mother that he 
was intentltng to leave she cried ami ljej,'f^ed him not to go, hut he felt that this 
was his oppurluniiy. They made the voyage on a steamship called the Ocean 
Queen. When half way over they were struck by an awful gale and barely 
reached New York, having spent sixteen days in making the crossing. They 
landed in New York and thence made their way to Cedar Falls, Iowa, and began 
farming at Hudson at fifteen dollars per month. Mr. Johnson worked in that way 
for four years, at the end of which time he was taken ill and returned to Denmark 
in order to rcjL^ain his health. The sea voyage proved the needed cure and he 
remained for six months ere again coming to the new world, it was durmg that 
period, on the 8th of March, 1876, that he was united in marriage to Mi» Wtl' 
hehnina Anderson, who was bom on Christmas day, i846» in the same town in 
which his fairth occurred. She had attended the country schools and was con* 
finned at the age of fourteen years in the same church as her husband. 

Mr. Johnson brought his wife back on the vessel Cimbria from Hamburg to 
New >'ork r»!id the next year the ship went down with all on board. Mr. Tohnson 
estahiished his home at Cedar Falls and hoth hi- and his wife were employed ujKin 
a farm. The following year they l)e^'au housekeeping in Waterloo but had to 
go in debt in order to buy their household furnishings. They were resolute, deter- 
n^ed and courageous, however, and gradiully advanced toward success. For 
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a year Mr. Johnson operated the Kingsley farm and afterward was employed in. 
connection with the J. A. Fowler grcenhoose for eight years. Later he purcliased 
of Mr. Fowler five acres east of the town and did gardening for thirty years. 
He then disposed of the property after having improved and beautified the land. 

He won snhstantial success in the capaUe management of his business affairs 
through h[< untiring industry and perseverance. For the past three years he has 
lived retired, en joying a rest wliieh he has truly earned and riclily deserves. 

During their later years Airs. Johnson s parents, Anders and Catherine (Lar- 
son) Petersen, made their home with her and here hoth passed away. They had a 
family of six children and also reared an adopted child. Mr, Petersen was a 
farmer by occupation. To Mr. and Mrs, Johnson have been bom two children: 
Gustave C, of Waterloo, who married Marie Piruce and has three children. Emil, 
Holger and Arthur; Marie, the wife of J. C. Nfiller, of Waterloo, by whom she 
has two children. Marguerita Katrina and luhia. 

Both Mr. and ^^r!5. Johnson are devout inenihers of the Lutlieran church and 
assisted in building the church of that denomination in (Jedar l ulls, of which 
A. S. Nelson was the pastor and in fact the first Danish minister of this denomina* 
tion in this section of the state. Mr. Johnson has held oflke in the diurch and 
has ever ])een a generous contributor to its support. He also helped to purchase 
the church building on the corner of Fifth and South streets. Waterloo. When 
he and his wife were tirst married they assisted many young Danish people to get 
a start, entertained them at their home, kept them in the ehnreh and helped them 
to take out citizens' papcr.s. Their influence and aid have ever been on the side 
of progress, improvement, justice, truth and ri^t. They now have an attractive 
home in Waterloo which Mr. Johnson owns and he also has another residence 
property and vacant tots in the town. His has been a well spent life that has 
brought to him not only success but the respect and goodwill of his fellow towns- 
men. He has never had occasion to regret his determination to come to the new 
world, for here he has found tlie opportunities which he sought and, working liis 
way 'iteadily upward, is now numbered among the good citizens of Black Hawk 
coimtv. 



LEONARD WEILAND. 

Leonard V\ eiland, eoiKiucting a prosperous and growing buteliering business at 
('nibertville. was born in 1-u.xeinburg in 1859, a son of John and Katrina (Faber) 
Weiland. The father was also a native of Luxemburg, bom in the year 1834. 
and his death occurred in 1902. His widow survives at the advancefl age of 
eighty-four years. John Weiland was always a fanner and owned lands in his 
native district. He was progressive in his work and won a substantial measure of 
success as the years passed. His relig 11- faith was that of the Catholic church. 
Of his children four yet survive and all are residents of America, two of the 
number being in lil.ick Hawk county. 

Leonard Weiland spent the days of his boyhood and youth in the fatherland 
and when, a young man came to the new world. It was in 1881 that he crossed 
the Atlantic and made his way to Black Hawk county, where he secured employ- 
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ment as a farm hand. I!e rarefully ■^avcd his earnintrs and in i8.% purcha>.cd 
property. 11c has witnessed tlie gruwtli and development of thi-s section and land 
which was worth twenty dollars per acre in 1886 is today worth from one huudreU 
and fifty to two hundred dollars per acre. The township was but sparsely settled 
at the time of his arrival and many changes have since occurred. Mr. Weiland 
still owns a farm in Poyner township and is the owner of one hundred and sixty 
acres of land in South Dakota. Ho is likewise a stockholder in the Waterloo, 
Cedar Falls tS: Xnrthern Railway Company and in 1901 he emharked in the 
butchering business in Gilbertville. to which he now^ devotes practically ail 01 his 
attention. In this connection he has built up a good trade and his success has come 
to him as the merited reward of close application, unfaltering industr>' and 
determination. 

Mr. Weiland has been married twice. lie first wedded Miss Lena Beck, a 
native of Luxemburg and a daughter of John Gregor and Katherine Beck, the 
former a farmer of Luxemburof, H nin?/ lost his first wife. Mr. Weiland was 
niarrifd in iS<)[ to Miss Anna .'^iikcnbcrgcr, who was born in Cincinnati. (.)hio, 
a daughter of George autl Katherine Sickenberger, who were also natives of 
Luxemburg. When a young man the father came to the United States and has 
since lived near Cincinnati, where for many years he worked at the stonemason's 
trade. By bofli marriag«i Mr. Weiland became the father of sixteen cluldren, as 
follows : Michael, who died in infancy ; John F., an agriculturist of South Dakota; 
r^arbara, who is the widow of Frank IV rnarfl anfl has one child ; Mary, who j^^vo 
her hand in marria}.je to I'rank Steui)enrauch, a farmer of Black Hawk county, 
by whom she has one cbiUl ; Nicholas, who died in infancy: Katherine; Peter; 
John, who passed away in infancy; Edward; Lawrence; Lauretta; Madeline; 
Anna ; Joseph ; Bemadine; and Rosa. 

Mr. Weiland is a member of the Roman Catholic church, and he bis 
political allegiance to the democratic party. 1 le does not seek nor desire office 
bttt concentrates his efforts upon his business affairs, and the capable management 
of hb interests brings to him a measure of success that is most gratifying. 



E. R. SHOEMAKER. 

E. R. Shoemaker is treasurer of the Fred L. Kimball Company and also of the 
Shoemaker-Van Pclt-Mayne Company. A native of Pennsylvania, he was 
brought to the west by his parents in his childhood days, the family home being 
established in New Hartford. Iowa. He was educated in the public schools and 
also at the Upper Iowa Cniversily at Fayette. In eaily lite he began learning 
the printer's trade and for three years was with E. £. Taylor, of the Tran Star- 
Clipper. On severing that connection he came to Waterloo and became associated 
in business with Fred L. Kimball. Since the death of Mr. Kimball Mr. Sbot- 
maker has had charge of the plant and with the ofBcial title of treasurer ha.s 
largely superintended the bu«;iness and directed its activities. TTe was president 
of the Towa State Dairy Association for one year and was chairman of its le^s- 
lative committee at the time the association succeeded in getting the legislature to 
make an appropriation for furthering the dairy interests of the state. 
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In igoi Mr. Shoemaker was iinited in marriage to Miss Abbie May Laird, ot 
Jesup, Iowa, and to them has been bom a son, Roy Laird. The parents are mem- 
bers of the First Methodist Episcopal church and Mr. Shoemaker is serving on its 
dficial board. He also has membership with the Knights of Pythias and he 

cooperates heartily in plans to upbuild the city and extend its trade relations, to 
which end he is an active worker in the CoiuiiKicial Club and Hoard of Trade, in 
the Chamber of Commerce ami in tlu- Town < ricr> t Uib. 1 le likewise bclouL's to 
the Waterloo Club and in those diliereui urj^auizations is popular. He is now 
widely known and has gained for himself a creditable position among the leading 
business men of the dty. 



Rl£\ . JOHiN X. XEM.MERS. 

. Rev. John N. Xeramers, the zealous and popular pastor of the Gilbertville 
Roman Catholic church, was bom in Jackson county, Iowa, in 1847, ^ 
Nicholas and Mary (Freiman) Nemmers, both of whom were bom in the grand 
dudiy of Luxemburg. The father was a carpenter by trade and in his yottng 
manhood emigrated to the United States. In 1846 he came overland by ox team 
from Chicaf^o to Jackson county, this state, which was then raw prairie which 
had never been louelied by the plow. With the coming of a few settlors rude 
log cabins were built which served as homes, roads were laid out, schools and 
churches were erected, and in all of this work Nicholas Nemmers did his part. 
He purchased government land at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre and 
became eventually the owner of two hundred acres. He also practiced his trade 
and was one of the useful and prosperous citiaens of his county, as well as one 
of the most influential men of his community, being appealed to for in.struction 
and advice on many (lueslions. He became tjuitc iironiincnt in the early history 
of Jackson county and remained there until 1880, when he removed to Le Mars. 
In 1890 he came to Gilbertville and passed the remaining years of his life with 
his son, John N. There were twelve children in the fanuly, but our subject, the 
fourth in order of birth, was the first bom in the United States. 

Rev. Xemmers early learned the carpenter's trade from his father and also 
attended the district schools, thus laying the foundation for his wide ;HTurHl 
knowledge. The first schoolhouse was but a log cabin and the curriculum and 
niethods of tcachint; were in harmony with the outward conditions. He sub- 
sequently attended parochial school, alter which he was a student in St. Francis 
College at Mihvaukee, Wisconsin, for eight years. In 1875 he was ordained 
priest and on the 22d of December of that year came to Gilbertville, where he 
has remained ever since. For almost four decades he has watched over those 
whose spiritual well-heing is conutiitted to his care and his congregation has 
grown in numbers and in faith under his guidance. 1 le has also provcr! a busi- 
ness man of ability, has erected four church buildinpfs njid has nianai^nd \\i>c!y 
the financial affairs of the church. His sincerity and earnestness conuuend lum 
to the respect of the comnmnity as a whole as well as to his parishioners. When 
he first came to Gilbertville he numbered among his flock all of the Catholics 
between and including Raymond and Barclay, and at the latter place he erected 



Digitized by Google 



432 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



a dittrch costing three thousand dollars. The Raymond and Barclay congxa- 
gations were under his care for nineteen years. While his first care has ever 
been the upbuilding of the church of which he is pastor he has also taken an 
active part in various movements that have concerned the welfare of tht whole 
town. He is a man of profjressivc ideas and his plans and efforts have been 
broadly constructive, seckiti},' advancement along lines that will resti!t in the 
permanent betterment of cundiiioii.-,. He finds a great deal of pleasure as well 
as profit in reading and his library is one of the best in Gilbertville. He lias 
local financial interests, owning bank and interurban railway stock. 



C. D. CASS. 

C. D. Cass, general uuiaagcr oi ilic \\ alcrluu, Lcdar i-ails & Northern Rail- 
road, with offices at Waterloo, was bom in Sunuter, Iowa, in i8So, a son of 
S. F. Cass, of whom mention is made elsewhere in this volume. He was edu* 

cated in the State Normal School and was graduated from the law department 
of Drake University with the class of 1901. He had pi-eviottsly been employed 
by the railroad company, havin^j hefjUTi work in that connection durint,' the 
periods of school vacation. I'ollowin},' his graduation he- resumed active con- 
nection with the business, aiid has been general manager of the road since 1905, 
having in the meantime gradually worked his way upward, his ability increas- 
it^: through the exercise of eiTort. 

In 1901 Mr. Cass was united in marriage to Miss I^la Bentley. a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Bentley, of W aterloo, and they have become the parents 
of two children, Robert D. and Richard S. Mr. Cass is a member of the Com- 
mercial ritib and I'oard of Trade anrl is interested in all the projects put forth 
for the benefit and upbviildin^' uf the cilv, the extension of its trade relations 
and development of its advantages. He is a typical young business man of the 
age, alert, enterprising and progressive, and he ocaipics a most creditable por- 
tion in the business circles of this section of the state and in the regard of his 
associates. 



FR.ANK H. FINCH. 

Frank H. Finch is one of the best known and most efficient butter makers 
in Black Hawk county and this section of the state. He makes his home in 
Fairbank, where he is now engaged in the conduct of a flour and feed mill 
He is a man of determination and energy and carries forward to succe'='^n'^ 
completion whatever hr undertakes. He was l)om in Lester township, thi- 
county, June 30, uS<Xi, and i> a representative of one of the prominent old pioneer 
families of whom extended mention is made in connection with the sketch of 
Ira Finch on another page in this work. 

Frank H. Finch was reared to manhood on the old homestead, meeting with 
the usual experiences of the farm lad. He attended the common schools and 
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for a mimber of years devoted his energies to general agricultural pursuits. 
I^ter he conducted creameries in this vicinity and became an expert butter maker, 
the output of the creameries always winning^ for him a well merited reputation 
by reason of the excellence of tho product. After leaving the creamery business 
he engaged in painting and followed that trade until the spring of 1914, when 
he became connected witii a flour and feed mill at Fattbank which is one of the 
oldest in this part of the state. 

In Lester township, on the 15th of January, 1895, Mr. Finch was united in 
marriag^e to Miss Mary E. Buehner, who was born in Lester township, a daughter 
of John and Caroline Isabelle (Holdiman) P.uehner. of Lester township. The 
marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Finch has been blessed with six children: Esther li., 
born March 4, 1S96, who was graduated from the VVavcrly high school with the 
class of 1914 and is now at home and teaching school ; John B., bom March 27, 
1S99; Edith C, bom July 14, 19DI; Leola H., September 16, 1903; Edna E., 
April 13, 1906; and Ivan A., April 29, 191 1. The oldest and the youngest were 
bom in Black Hawk county and the others in Bremer county and all have been 
reared in this part of the state. 

Mr. I'inch exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and measures 
of the repuijlican party but has never been a politician in the sense of ofHce seek- 
ing, lie is a member of Black Hawk County Camp, No. 2955, M. VV. A., of 
Dunkerton. His business interests have brought him a wide acquaintance and 
his social qualities have gained him popularity among all with whom he has been 
brou^t in contact. 



JOHN P. NEMMEKS. 

John P. Nemmers, engaged in merchandising at Gilbertville and well known as 
a representative citizen through other business connections, was bom in Black 
Hawk county in 1883, a son of John P. Nemmers. He attended the parochial 
school at Gilbertville and afterward spent four years as a pupil in St. Joseph's 
College at Dubuque, Iowa. When twenty-one years of age he went \i\yon the 
road as a traveling salesman, representing the firm of Scott & Dillon of Sioux 
City, Iowa. He was with them, however, for only a short period before going to 
St. Paul widi the Luse Land Company. Subsequently he returned to Gilbertville 
and for two years was associated with his stepfather, Peter Wester, in a general 
mercantile store. On the expiration of that period he joinc 1 I J. Franta in pur- 
chasing the store, which was conducted under that partnership relation until 191 3, 
when Martin X. Ilernardy became a partner. They carry a large and well selected 
line of general merchandise and enjoy a gratifying and growing patronage. 

In addition to his mercantile interests Mr. Nemmers is connected with other 
business affairs. He is now a stockhoMer in the Waterloo, Cedar Falls & North- 
em Railway & Light Company, holds bank stock and is the owner of considerable 
real estate in Gilbertville, having made judicious investment in property, from 
whidi he derives a gratifying annual income. 

As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life Mr. Nemmers chose 
Miss Matilda Schares, a native of Black Hawk county and a daughter of Adam 
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and Mary (Kascht) Schares, both of whom were bom in Germany. The father 
is one of the well known agriculturists of Poyner township, this county. Mr. and 
Mrs. Nemmers have three children, namely: Celestine, who was bom April 6, 
1909; Vincent, whose birth occurred on the 26th of September, 191 2; and Con- 

soHne, whose nata! day was December 4, 191 3. 

Mr. Xemmcrs holds membership with the Knights of Columbus and the Cath- 
olic Order of Foresters and his religious tailh is fhat of the Cathohc church. His 
poUtical allegiance is given the democratic part) and he is now serving as post- 
master of Gilbertville. He has likewise been justice of the peace. He Is a very 
active man in the affairs of the town and cooperates heartily in all plans and 
projc( ts for the upbuilding and improvement of the village. In his business 
affairs he has so directed his interests that success has attended his efforts and 
Gilbertville has benefited largely by his operations in commercial and financial 
lines. 



E. WILLARD SPURR. 

It is a trite saying that there is always room at the top atul if the general public 
only comprehended this it miffht l>e a stimulus for more thorough, conscientious 
and able effort. .A. recognition of this truth, together with a love for his art, has 
brought £. Willard Spurr not only to a position of leadership a'mong the photog- 
raphers of Waterloo and of Black Hawk county, but of the state of Iowa, and 
made htm the peer of the ablest who occupy the front ranks in photographic ait 
circles in the country. For nine years he has maintained a studio in Waterloo and 
(he city ha? reason to be proud to iniinbcr him among her resitlent?;, as his life 
has been actuated by high ideals leatling lo notable aehic\ cnicnt. As expressed by 
Mr. Spurr: "The artist's j^ursuit is uiisclhsli. His reward is the delight in the 
beauty he creates. Nature and feeling are the artist's standard — truth and rehned 
pleasure his chief end." This finds exemplification in hb efforts, and his studio 
in Waterloo is oat of the show places of the city. 

He was bom in the state of New York, near Westfield, and in his chiMh ood 
days accompanied his parents on their removal to the west, at which time the 
family home was established in X'inton, Iowa, where they spent the remainder of 
their lives. lie acquired his education in the schools of this state. He has been 
interested in art from his childhood and was an art student under Eckert, a noted 
artist of those days, from whom he received hb first lessons when but ten years 
of age. He not only learned the actual work of the artist, but also was instructed 
by Mr. Eckert in the study of human character and in connection therewith he took 
up the study of phrenology, in which he became most proficient. He practiced 
phrenology with great success for about seven years and throughout the period 
also did art work, traveling through the summer and spending the winters in his 
studio. Nature splendidly endowed Mr. Spurr with talent oi that character and 
the development of his native powers has made him an artist of rare ablltty. Fw 
a time he was located in Des Moines and came from ^at city to Waterloo; biit 
previous to establishing his home here he spent two years upcm the road, demon' 
strating art photography in different studios. . . 
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Coming lo Waterloo in i'k>S' Spurr established his studio here in the 
Syndicate building, on the fourth floor, and called it the "One Man ' studio, doing 
all of his own work. His rare ability, however, was soon recognized and the 
business grew rapidly, requiring a number of employes. In 1910 he removed to 
his present qtiarters on East Fourth street, where he has one of the finest studios 
in the state. His photographic work has taken awards and prizes throughout tiie 
entire country. In 1899 He won the Iowa bronze medal ; in tono. the Iowa bronze 
miniature medal, the Iowa gold medal, the special per cent diploma, "(irand 
Portrait Class." of the North Western Photographic Association of America, 
and the special A class diploma at the convention held at Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 
in 1901, the Iowa silver loving cup, "Sweepstakes," the Iowa gold medal, *Triae 
Winners* CUss,^' the Iowa gold medal, "Draped Fine Aft Miniatures," a silver 
lovil^ cup (open to world's competition) at St Paul. Minnesota, the Iowa first 
prize, "Trophy."' Traveling Cobbler. Descriptive Class, the first prize, " Trophy." 
Travclint,' Cobbler. Descriptive Class, at St. I'aul. Minnesotn. and the first prize, 
"Trophy," IVavcluig Art Miniatures, of ihc .\ortli Western Photographers" 
Association of America; in 1902, Honorable Mention, picture selected for Fine 
Art exhibit, New England, and the Minnesota Inter-State Picture Study, "Study 
Alone" ; in 1903, the Iowa Inter-State Picture Study, "Rose Bud" ; in 1905, Honor* 
able Mention, open to the world (Fine Art Photof^ra()bic Exhibit, New York city), 
two pictures selecterl for Fine Art Palace, \\"orl(r.s Fair, St. Louis, and first prize. 
Iowa State Fair, i'ieture selerted by American Federation of Art. passerl on by 
the jury, and which hung in tiie Nurtb Xmerieaii ."^alun in 1912. lie i.s now pre- 
paring a special exhibit for the Panama- Pacific I-^xhibition. 

During the comparatively brief |)eriod of his residence in Waterloo his busi- 
ness has witnessed a marvelous growth and has resulted in a demand for the 
Iifttcr class of photographic portraiture, which has extended into the verj' richest 
platinum and carbon pictures. The development of his business is the direct result 
of tintirinj;;: energy and artistic genius, coupled with fair dealing and reasonable 
price,- ( ourteons and efficient service is always rendered to the |)atroiis of the 
studio and a high standard of excellence is ever maintained. It has been the 
greatest andntion of Mr. Spurr to represent true character. He has ever been 
desirous of securing a perfect likeness with less ideatizit^ of faces, endeavoring 
at all times to preserve the living personality in its ruggcdness or tenderness. 
Constant study and untiring cnerg>- have brought him individual style. He has in 
himself that artistic sentiment and temperament which enable bim to recognize 
the possibilities of the suiiject and to tlepicl the individuality auil personality in 
such a vivid way that the likeness is astounding in its perfection. He uses the 
real Sepia process as put forth by the master artist. Van Dyck, producing a most 
beautiful brown that has proven to be most charming and satisfying to all lovers 
of art in portraiture. There are but few artists who make the true V^an Dyck 
Sepia. Another feature of the Spurr studio is oil painting, which equals in ex- 
cellence the work which he does in photographic art. He has specialized in fine 
oil miniatures aiul h'i> character studies arc wonderful. He has studied every 
phase of the art, the possibilities of the sitter, and recognizes the value of all the 
elements of pose, light, shadow and character. He has been especially socc^ful 
in child portraiture, on which he has won various inter-state prizes. He has 

written many able and interesting articles for photographic journals. Mr. Spurr's 
TIL n-s« 
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studio is the expression of his own artistic sense and temperament. The beautiful 
reception room, tiie art display room, the art hall, tfie office and sales room and 
the artistic posing studio are all perfection in thdr particular line. Peifaaps no 
better evidence of Mr. Spurr's standing in art circles can he en than by quoting 
from comments from leading newspapers. The St. Paul Dispatch of July 5. 1907. 
said: "E. Willard Spurr took tirst pri;^es in all classes in which he exhibited. 
His photographs are greatly a(lmire<l by the experienced photographers present, 
both for technical arrangement and general style. It is noticeable that Mr. Spurr 
does not carry retouching to an extreme. All characteristic lines are preserved and 
in his hands seem to add beauty rather than to disfigure the pictured faces. Mr. 
Spurr has a collection of miniatures that is said to be unrivaled for excellence 
west of New York." The Des Moines Register and Leader contained the fol- 
lowing: "At the state convention of the Photographers* Association of Iowa at 
Des Moines last week, E. W . Spurr made exhibits in several of the departiuents, 
most notably in the prize winners or sweepstakes class, aiul in the miniature clas^. 
The other exhibits were special pieces for display. But the judges didn't do a thing 
to him. They awarded him first prize in the prize winners or sweepstakes chss, 
and then gave him ratings in all the other classes in which he exhibited and the 
stmunary showed that he ranked away ahead of all of them, so besides the gold 
medals for the other classes he wa*; compelled to carry away also the beautiful 
silver loving cu]) wliich represents tliat his work stands al>ove that of any other 
photographer in Iowa. It is a distinction that may well be coveted by anyone, 
and we congratulate Mr. Spurr on his success." 

Mr. Spurr was married in June, 1912, to Miss Anna Sander, of Wavcrly, 
Iowa. By his first marriage he had two children : Melbourne Erwin, who is also 
an artist and is proprietor of the Black Hawk Studio in Waterloo; and Gladys 
Celeste. 

Mr. Spurr is a member of the Commercial Club and iWKird of Trade and i» 
one of tile charter members of the Town Criers Club. Fraternally he is a Mason 
and has attained the Knights Templar degree of the York Rite and has also 
crossed the sands of the desert with the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He holdi 
membership with the Moose and with the Photographers' Association of America. 
High indeed are the honors which he has won in his art. While nature endowed 
him with ability it has only been through industry that this has been developed 
and made a tangible asset. The consensus of public opinion places him among 
the foremost representatives of his profusion in the United States and Waterloo 
is proud to number htm among her citizens. 



HENRY HANSEN. 

Henry Hansen is the vice prejsidcnt of the Lauritzen Construction Company 
and belongs to thai class of men who have won the proud American title of self- 
made. Starting out in life independently at an early age, he has gradually worked 
his way upward and an analyzation of his record shows that industry and ckise 
application have been the salient features of his advanceoMnt. He was bora in 
Denmark, July 25, 1883, a son of Lorentz and Elizabeth Hansen. The mother 
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died in her native land on the 2oth of April, 1901, and the father is Still living 
there. lie is a farmer and mail carrier. 

Henry Hansen was reared upon the home farm and acquired his education in 
the district schools of his native country. Soon after reaching his sixteentli year 
he became an apprentice to the carpenter's trade and was connected therewith 
until the spring of 1906, when, thinldng to enjoy better business opportunities on 
this side the Atlantic, he crossed the water to the United States. He settled first 
in EfTimet county, Iowa, where he secured employment as a fami hand, spending 
eleven niontlis in that way. He then went to work at his trade in Dyke, Iowa, and 
two niontljs later came to W aterlou, where he arrivcfl in September, 1907. Not 
long afterward he entered the employ of j-auritzen iiroihers and when L. J. 
Lauritzen became sole proprietor of the business Mr. Hansen continued in his 
service. In May, 1914, the Lauritzen Construction Company Was incorporated 
and he became a member of the firm and was elected \ ice president. This is one 
of the leading construction comf^anies of the county. They have a liberal patron- 
age and do an extensive business. They have erected «5ome of the finest buildings 
of W aterloo and a immber of tliese display the handiwork of Mr, Hansen, who 
since starting upon his apprenticeslii]) has made continuous advancement in liie 
line of his trade. Step by step he has progressed until in his present connection 
he stands as one of the leading builders of Waterloo. 

On the 24th of May, 1913, Mr. Hansen was united in marriage to Miss FJiza* 
beth Rasnuissen, a native of Denmark, and to them has been born a daughter, 
^"itTtic Elizabeth. Mr. Hansen is a member of the Danivh P.rotherhood and he 
and liis wife belonj^ to the Diiuish Lutheran church. He has never had occasion 
to regret his determination to come to tlic new world, for here he has found good 
business opportunities, and his skill and efficiency in the line of his trade, com- 
bined with his laudable ambition to advance, have brought him to a creditable 
position in construction circles in Waterloo. 



WILLARD EDDY, M. D. 

Dr. Willard Eddy was a pioneer physician of Waterloo, recognized for many 
years as one of the most prominent and capable representatives of his profes- 
sion, which brought to him a gratifying measure of success as well as high honor 
Such were his professional qualifications and personal attributes that he won 
the warm re^^anl of all with whom he came in contact and his death, which 
occurred on the 21st of March, 191 2, was the occasion of deq) and widespread 
regret. 

Dr. Eddy was bom in Erie county, New York, on the 30th of July, 1834, his 

parents being ErastUS and Dorliska (Middeditch) Eddy. The father was 
descended from ancestors who came to America from England during the colonial 
epoch in the hi'^tory of the new world. He was a son of H'^ek luldy and the 
latter was a son of Sjimuel Ivldy. P»oth the tjran<I father and tjreat-jjrandfather 
of Dr. Eddy were soldiers of the Revoiuiiunary war, giving valiant aid to the 
cobnists In the struggle for independence. Erastus Eddy became a farmer of 
Eric county. New York, his home being near Buffalo, where he resided up to 
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the time o£ his death, which occurred when he had reached the advanced ag^e of 
eighty-seven years. His widow cniitimied her residence upon the old home- 
stead fami to the time of her death, which occurred in 1H97. 

Dr. Edtiy was reared to farm Hfc and began his education in the common 
sdiools. He afterward attended the academy at Spring\ille, New York, and later 
became a student in the Genesee Seminaiy near Rochester, New York, in which 
lie continued for four years. In i860 he matriculated in the University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor and took up the study of medicine, being graduated 
from the me(Hcal dcpartmcut of tliat institution with the chs? of March. r8^>3- 
lie was one 01 tlte hve who stood highest in the class, making a most excellent 
record. Previous to entering Genesee Seminary he had preempted govcmment 
land in Minnesota and by selHng that land was enabled to pay his own way 
throttgh the seminary and through the university. Following his graduation 
he came to Iowa, settling first at Monticello, Jones county, where he entered 
upon active practice, remaining there until 1867. when he removed to Waterloo, 
where he wa? in active practice for a lonj^ vrriod of years. He retired from 
the profession, however, a number of years prior to his death in order thai he 
might give undivided attention to his personal financial interests. He was a 
most successful physician. He had been liberally trained for his chosen calling 
and he always kept in touch with modem scientific methods through wide read- 
ing, study and observation. He also learned many valuable lessons in the school 
of experience and his skill and ability were recognized by the profession as well 
.1': l»y tin- l.iily, \\\< dutie«; were (hscliarjjcd with a sense of conscientious obli- 
j^ration atui ai all times he was careful to conform his practice to the hiprhei^t 
standards of professional ethics. From the beginning Dr. Eddy .saved his sur- 
plus earnings and made investment in real-estate and in real-estate loans. He 
was very careful and conservative and was eminently successful in his business, 
acquiring extensive real-estate holdings. He erected a number of business 
blocks as well as residences. Among the former was the Eddy building, erected , 
on the site where he had office and residence for many years. 

Dr. Kddy was twice married, in June, i8<)4, he widded Miss F. (iertrudc 
Hammond, of Waterloo, Iowa, and they were the parents of one son, Waller I*"., 
who was drowned at the age of thirteen years. On the 29th of June, 1896, Dr. 
Eddy was united in marriage to Miss Sarah E. Cadwallader, of Waverly, Iowa, 
a representative of a very old and prominent Philadelj^ia family of colonial 
stock. To the same family belonged ^ < • ral Cadwallader and others wlio h;i\e 
figured prominently in connection with the history of Pennsylvania. Her father, 
Phillip Cadwallader, w-as bom in Indiana, near i.aporte, on the 12th of Novem- 
ber, 182 1, and made his way westward to Wisconsin in early manhood. He 
located at Evansvillc and was there married to Miss Mary Edmonds, who was 
bom in England in 1824 and at the age of fourteen years was brought to the 
United States by her parents, who settled either in Rock or Green county, Wis- 
consin. Her father, Richard Edmonds, was a well-to-do pioneer farmer and 
rcpresenfaiive ciii;reTi of the district in which he lived. He died at his home in 
Wisconsin when about seventy-tive years of ;it,^e Phillip Cadwallader also gave 
his attention 10 general agricultural pursuits and won a substantial measure of 
prosperity during tlte period in which he carried on farming in Wisconsin and 
in Iowa. Mrs. Eddy has every reason to be proud of an honorable ancestry. 
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She was born in Evansville, near Madison, Wisconsin, March 25, 1857, and after 
attending the public schools of her native town continued her education in the 
Whitewater Xornial School. Snhsequently she began tcacliiiif,' in the ans\ ille 
schools and in iKXo she came with her parents to W aterloo and soon ai'lerward 
accepted a position as teacher in Waverly. Still later she was successfully 
^g^cd in teaching in Marshalltown, Iowa, and thus was closely, actively and 
helpfully identified with the educational progress of the state. On the 29th of 
June. r8g6, in Janesville, Iowa, she gave her hand in marriage to Dr, Eddy. 
They became the parents of two c!iildrcn: Rof:fcr Willard, who was Ixim in 
Waterloo, April 24. 1897, and is now a pupil in the high school; and ( )live, who 
was borri in and died in 1903. Mrs. Kddy is a lady of most amiable dis- 

position and of innate culture and rcrtnenicnt. She has done much to further 
literary and educational interests in Waterloo and has been actively identified 
with many important charitable projects. 

In politics Dr. Eddy was a lifeloi^ republican, but not an active party worker, 
save as he exercised his right of franchise at the polls. For many years he was 
a rievotcd and con^^istcnt member and lihcral snpporter of the Congregational 
church. He was always active in matters pertaining to the public welfare and 
ihc growth and development of Waterloo and his section oi the state and his 
high i^ais found expression in practical effort for their embodiment. Along 
the strict path of his profession his connections were with the Black Hawk County 
Medical Society, the Cedar X alley Medical Society and the Iowa State Medical 
A^x'ciation. His life at all times measured up to the highest standards of man^ 
hood and citizenship, was frnnirht with good deeds and noble purjxjses and long 
proved a beneficent influence in the community in which he lived. 



LKVl FINCH. 

Levi Finch, of Fairbank, is a representative of one of the old and prominent 
families of the county and is now engaged in the conduct of a shoe store and 
clothing establishment. He was bom in Lester township on the aoth of July, 
1865, and his ])arents were among the earliest settlers of the county, having made 
the ovcrlaiid trip from I'ennsylvania to this state in 1853. at which time they 
took up their al>n(lc in Independence. \t a later date they removed to a farm 
in Lester township and it was upon thai place that the subject of this review 
was bom. Further mention of this family is made in connection with the sketch 
of Ira Finch on another page of this work. 

Through the period of hb boyhood Levi Finch divided his time between 
attending the common schools and working in the fields. He was still compara- 
tively young when he began learning the painter's trade and he also learned the 
shoemaker's trade, both of which he continne«; to follow. He has one of the 
best equipped shoe shops in this part of the state, including all of the latest 
improved machinery operated by gasoline power. In addition to making shoes 
and executing contracts for painting he carries a stock of boots and shoes and 
also sells tailor-made clothing. 
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In Waterloo, Iowa, Mr. Finch was married to Miss Bertha Richards, who 
was born in Lester township on tlie 5th of March, 1875. She was there reared 
to womanhood and has always been a resident of this county. Her father. John 
Richards, was bora in Pennsylvania, and is now residing in Minnesota. Her 
motiier, Mrs. Emma (Dewald) Ridiards, was likewise bora in the Ke}sioiie 
state and passed away in Lester township. In the Richards family .there are ftre 
children who survive: Mrs. Isabelle Hetherington, now residing in Missouri; 
Mrs. Finch; Fred, who is a resident fanner of Fairbank township; Dora, who is 
living in California ; and Albert. All were born and reared in Lester township. 

Mr. and Mrs. l inch have become the parents of iivc children: Mary, who 
was born August 1, 1896, in Lester township and is a graduate 01 Uie Fair- 
bank high school of the class of 1914 ; Ella, who was bora in Lester township, 
November 7, 1898; John, bom in Fairbank, March 20, 1901 ; Myro, bom in 
Fairbank, August; 23, 1903; and Julia, bom September 17, 1905. In his political 
views Mr. Finch is an earnest republican and 1:1 vcs stalwart support to the party. 
He belongs to the Modem Woodmen Camp at l airbank but his efforts are con- 
centrated upon his business, lie is a splendid workman and his time is com- 
pletely taken up with his two trades and with the management of the shoe busi- 
ness. He is a man of genuine wordi, reliable and trustworthy in all connections, 
and he has an extensive circle of warm friends in his native county. 



FRED TEETER. 

Through the past decade Fred Teeter lias been engaged in the manufacture 
of concrete blocks and also conducts business as a contractor in the building of 
cement structures of all kinds and also of concrete walks, floors and strucuiral 

work. In this connection he has become a well known representative of indus- 
trial and manufacturing interests in Waterloo, his native city. Me was bom 
April 15, 1878, a son of Isaac and Elizabeth Clara (Owen) Teeter, the former 
a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Michigan. Tliey were married, how- 
ever, in W^aterloo, to which city the father came in the latter '50s. He learned 
the stonemason's trade in early life and, continuing work along that line after 
coming to Iowa, he assisted in the cmistruction of some of the principal build- 
ings of Waterloo, remaining in that business tfiroughout practically his entire 
life. About 1897 be removed to Boise, Idaho, where he is still in business as a 
contractor and he occupies a commanding position in that city. His wiie also 
survives. 

Fred Teeter is one of the younger members of a family ot six children. He 
acquired his education in the public schools of West Waterloo and when eighteai 
years of age was employed on a truck farm, spending two years in tiiat way. 
When twenty years of age he began learning the stonemason's trade, whidi he 
followed until he turned his attention to the cement block business about 1904. 
beginning the manufacture of cement l)!r)cks. ITc has a factor^' with a capacity 
of thirteen Innulred blocks per day. I hi-, is thoroughly cqtjipped with the latest 
improved machinery for carrying on the work. He owns the factory building 
and the site and in the conduct of the business is meetti^ with gratifying suc- 
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cess. He also takes contracts for cement structures oi all kiods, for ooucrete 

walks, floors and in fact all sorts of structural concrete work, and he ranks today 
among the leading manufacturers and builders of the city. Tn addition to his 
factory property he owns real estate on the west side in Waterloo, farm lands in 
Minnesota and his residence on the east side. 

In August, 1900, Mr. Teeter was united in marri^re to Miss Lavina Ahland, 
who was tiom eleven miles north of Waterloo, Iowa, her parents Jbdug Edward 
and Mary (Pashby) Altland. Her father was a native of Pennsylvania and 
was married in Michigan to Miss Mary Pashby, a native of England. They 
removed from the Wolverine state to Iowa, sclllinj^ eleven miles north of Water- 
loo, where they look up their abode soon after the close of the Civil war. The 
father devoted his active life to farming and was engaged continuously in tilUng 
the soil until 1898, when he retired from business and took up his abode in 
Waterloo but was not long permitted to enjoy his new home» his death occurring 
in December of the same year. His widow still resides in Waterloo. Their 
daughter, Mrs. Teeter, was the sixth in order of birth in a family of seven 
children, and hy her marriage she has become the mother of four children, as 
follows: Clare Alden, who was born June 22, i<p2, and is attending; school; 
Floyd, who was born March 17, 1907, and is also attending school; Lily May, 
whose natal day was May 16, 191 1 ; and Hazel Alva, whose birth occurred on the 
8th of January, 191 4. 

Mr. Teeter is connected with the Iowa Life Insurance Company. He belongs 
to the Brotherhood of American Yeomen and was formerly a member of the 
Baptist church but now attends the Linden Methodist Episcopal chnrcli. He 
has never aspired to public office and casts an independent ballot. Me has 
always concentrated his energies upon his business affairs and from the age of 
eighteen years has been dependent u^xin his own resources, so that whatever 
success he has achieved has been the reward of his labor. The line of business 
with which he is connected is of conqparativety recent origin, and is constantly 
developing. Mr. Teeter keeps in touch with modem improvements in manu- 
facture and also in methods oi concrete construction work and the product of 
his factory as well as the execution of his contracts has brought to htm a well 
earned reputation. 



ROSS W. EMERT. 

Ross W. Emert is a successful farmer and stock-raiser of i'uyiier township 
and an analyzalion of his life work is another proof of the fact that close atten- 
tion to business, sound judgment and unfaltering enterprise are ever factors in 
^ attainment of prosperity. He was bom in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, 

in 1866, a son of John J. and Eliaabeth ( Maurer) Emert, both of whom were 
natives of the Keystone state, born in 1H37 and 1840 respective!) . In early 
life the father followed farming in rennsylvania and in the latter ])art of the 
SOS made his way westward to Illinois, where he carried on farming fur a few 
years. He then returned to the Key>lone state and was married. Afterward 
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he came to Ulack Hawk county, settling in Poyner township in iHby. in the 
meanlime he had done effective service (or liis country as a soldier of the Civil 
war, going to the front with a regiment of Kentucky Light Artillery. He went 
down the Ohio river from Pittsburgh in order td enlist at Louisville. He was 
ill while at the front but sustained no wounds during the year and a half which 
he spent in the army. I It- was a private and took part in a number of important 
engagements, inchidinj^ the liard fought battle of Shiloli When he came to 
Iowa he purcha>cd land and at one time was the owner of eleven hundred acres 
in iilack Hawk county, some of which is now worth more than two hundred 
dollars per acre. At the time of his death he was still the owner of six hundred 
and sixty acres. After devoting many years to general farming he joined O. VV. 
FoKelt in 1900 in the grain, lumber and coal business at Dewar, Iowa. He was 
at one time the owner of land on which that tovm now stands and he was a very 
heavy stockholder in the I'nited States Gypsum Comi)any of I'ort Dodiie and 
likewise had extensive inininjf iiUerests in Arizona ami New Mexico. In 
he shipped a car of fancy stock from Kentucky. He never exhibited his stock 
at the county and state fairs but raised Durham cattle for commercial pur|joses. 
He was a heavy feeder of both cattle and hogs and he likewise engaged extensively 
in raising horses. He never had any aspirations for political office yet his fellow 
townsmen, recognizing his worth and ability, frequently called upon him to serve 
in local positions. He was one of the most active. ]>rominent and vahicd men 
of his township and his work was ol wortii to the eotnmunity in which he lived, 
his labors being an element in the general development and improvement of his 
section. He spent the last ten years of his life in retirement from business and 
passed away on the i8th of May, 1912. His widow survives and lives on the old 
homestead with her daughter, Mrs. D. S. Hippie, who is the younger of the two 
children. 

Ross VV. Emert attended schof)! in l*oyner township and continued to assist 
his father in ctiltivating the fields and further improving ihc old home place 
until twenty-live years of age, when he began farming on his own account. 
Since that time he has engaged quite extensively in stock-raising as well as in 
the production of the cereals best adapted to soil and climate and he makes a 
specialty of Durham cattle and Poland China hogs. His business affairs are 
characterized by sound judgment and whatever he undertakes he carries forward 
to stircessful completion. 

II is wife, who in her maidenhood bore the name of Elizabeth F. Moyer, was 
born in Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, and was a daughter of J. A. and Mary 
(Shutt) Moyer, who were likewise natives of the Keystone state. The father 
is still living and is now retired at Dewar at the age of eighty years. The 
mother, who was born in 1837, has passed away. Mr. Moyer was always a 
farmer. followinL,' that ocrnpation throughout his entire active life. He settled 
in Iowa in 1.S82 and became the owner of considerable land in Fox township, 
where he carried on general agricultural pursuits and stock-raising. During 
the last nine years of his life he lived retired in Dewar. In politics he was a 
democrat, active in support of the party, yet he did not seek nor desire public 
office. His daughter, Mrs. Emert, was the second in order of birth in a family 
of four children and by her marriage has become the mother of two children: 
George, who is at home ; and Fern. 
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Mr Emert is a prominent Mason. He holds jncinbership with the lodge, 
ciiaptcr, council and commandcry in Waterloo and in his life he excmplities tlie 
beneficent spirit of the craft, recognizing at all times the hrotherhuod ui man- 
kind. He is aJso connected with the Royal Neighbors and the Modern Wood- 
men of America and he is a member of the fioard of Trade of Waterloo. In 
politics he Ts an earnest republican, doing all in his puw cr to further the growth 
and promote the success of his party. He has held minor township offices, but 
has preterrcd to concentrate his energies upon his hiisiness nffnirs. de%otinj( the 
greater part oi hi* attention to his farm, which is most capably mana^'cd and is 
bringing to him gratifying success. Sound judgment controls his busmess 
activities and interests and by the consensus of public opinion he is numbered 
among the representative farmers of Poyner township. 



FRANK K. HOLLIS. 

Frank R- HoUis is a retired farmer and the president of the Hudson Savings 
Bank and his business ability, expressed in indefatigable industry guided by 
sound judgment, has brought him success in creditable measure. He was bom 

in Rensselaer county, near Albany, New ^"ork^ in 1842, a son of Harlan S. and 
Jane (Cooni) Mollis, the former born in X'ermont in 1819 and the latter in 
Renssclatr county, .\ew York, in the same year. The father followed farming 
in early life and also engaged in dealing in coal, which he hauled from the 
mountains to Albany for many years. In 1862, following the outbreak of the 
Civil war, he enlisted at Troy, New York, as a member of Company E, One 
Hundred and Twenty-fifth New York Infantry, and went to the front as a 
teamster. Me served until the close of the war and at Flar])er's Ferry was taken 
prisoner. When hostilities were over he returned to his farm in the Empire state 
and there lived until his retirement from active hnsinc<? life, when he came to 
Hudi'on, Iowa, and made his home with his son until his death. He wa? .ictive 
in republican politics in his community but was not an ottice seeker, in the family 
were five children, of whom Frank R. was the second in order of birth. Two 
of the number are now residents of Iowa. George HoUis making his home in 
Cedar Falls. 

Frank R. HolHs acijufrc d his early education in a little log schoolhouse, where 
he sat on a pc^ bench. 1 he curriculum embraced little more than the three Rs — 
reading Vitin' and rithmetir. liowcvcr, in the school of experience be has 
learned many valuable les:>ons antl rcatling has also broadened his knowledge. 
He possesses, too, an observing eye and a retentive memory and thus it is that 
he has become a power in business circles in his community. He remained upon 
the home farm until twenty years of age, workii^ for his father and also for 
neighboring farmers. He, too, became a soldier of the Civil war, enlisting at 
Troy, in Company E, One Hundred and rwcnty-fifth New York Infantry, as 
a private, thus becoming a member of the same company to which his father 
belonged. He was never wounded, but was taken prisoner nt Harper's Ferry. 
He saw active service at Gettysburg, Cold IlarlKjr, Petersburg, the battle of the 
Wiktemess and other important engagements. He never faltered in the face 
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of duty, whether on the tiring line or on the lonely picket line, and made a most 
tretlilable niiliiary record by his ioyali) and bravery. 

When the war was over Mr. Hollis made his way westward to Black Hawk 
county, where he purchased land and b^n farming. He had previously mar- 
ried in New York and he brought his wife to the new home. There were few- 
settlers in this part of the state and the work of improvement had been carricMl 
forward to only a slight degree. For more than forty years Mr. Hollis engag-ed 
in farming and as the years passed on he prospered owinj.; to his untiring etforts 
and his judicious investments. As opportunity oticred he added to his landed 
possessions from time to time until he is today the owner of one thousand acres 
in Blade Hawk county. He engaged quite extensively in raising shorthorn 
cattle and Poland Giina hogs and the various features of his farm proved, 
sources of profitable income. He extended his connections to other business 
interests also and became one of the original stockholders of the Hudson Savings 
Bank, of which he is now the president He is likewise the vice president of the 
Hudson Lumber, Grain & Coal Company and his spirit of enterprise and his 
sound judgment constitute an inqietus for these concerns. The active manage- 
ment is largely left to others, yet he sUll gives supervision to his business interests 
and at the same time has leisure for the enjoyment of those things which are a 
matter of interest and pleasure. 

In i.%5 Mr. Hollis was united in marriage to Miss Ellen S. Bly, who was 
born in New York, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bly, who were natives 
of Massachusetts. The father became a farmer and sawmill owner near Troy, 
New York, where he lived until 1864, when he removed westward to this county. 
Here he became the owner of land and was numbered among the well known 
farmers of his township. Both in New York and in Iowa he was a supporter 
of the democratic party His family numbered thirteen children, of whom Mrs. 
Hollis is the seventh in order of birth. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Hollis have been bom nine children. Charles, who is man- 
ager of the Blade Hawk Oil Company of Cedar Falls and is a recognized leader 
in the local ranks of (he rqiublican party, is married and has two diildren: 
Frank, who is now a student in the Normal School; and Geneice. Harlan, who 
is manager of the lumber company at Hudson. Iowa, and is active in the public 
affairs f)f the community, is married and has three children, Mildred, Dorothy 
and Palmer. lola is the wife of Orley Mosely, a farmer of Black Hawk town- 
ship, and they have three children, Mac, Nellie and Hollis. Edward, a graduate 
of the Normal School of Cedar Falls, of the Iowa University and of Rush 
Medical College of Chicago, is now a practicing physician of Rolfe, Iowa, and 
is married and has two children, Catharine and Marion. John is with his father 
in Hudson. Rienza. who is operating his father's farm, is married and has one 
child, Keith. Lettie is the wife of Clyde F.ighmey. a farmer of Orange township, 
near Waterloo, and an active and influential citizen of his' locality, and they 
have one child, Elizabeth. Arthur, who resides on a farm near Hudson, is mar- 
ried and has one child, Edna. Jennie became the wife of Albert Manish and 
died at the age of twenty-three years, leaving one child, Arthur. 

Since age ccmf erred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Hollis has been a 
stalwart republican and does everything in his power to promote the growth 
and insure the success of his party. He has held a number of township ofhces, 
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the duties of which lie has discharged with promptness and fidelity. He belongs 
to the Odd Fellows lodge, being a charter member at Hudson, and has filled all 
of the chairs, including that of noble grand. While in New ^ Ork he and his 
wife held membership in the Freewill Baptist clmrch, but now aiicud the Ureth- 
ral Progressive church. His wife is very active in church work and also in the 
social clubs and literary circles of Hudson. Both are highly respected and 
occupy a place of prominence in public r^rd. Mr. Ilullis has justly won the 
success that has come to him and the e-;ticni in which he is uniformly held. He 
had no special advantages at the outset of his career but one must essentially 
formulate and iletermine their own char.icter :'nd. i)romptcd by laudable pur- 
pose and high principles, Mr. HoUis has so guided his life that he ranks today 
among the forceful and honored residents of Hudson. 



FRED WILLIAM HARRISON BUEHNER. 

Fred William Harrison Buehner, who since the nth of February, has 
been actively engaged in business at Fairbank, was born June 21, 1888, in Lester 
township. Black Hawk county. His father, John Buehner, was bom January 
16, 1852, in Howard township* Stephenson county, Illinois, and when four and 
a half years of age accompanied his parents on their rcmo\al to Black Hawk 
county, settling in Barclay township in t!^56, where they lived for a number of 
years, removing in 1866 to Lester township. John r>uehner acquired his edu- 
cation in the rural schools and spent his boyhood and youth in the usual manner 
of farm lads. He was married on the 25th of February, 1873, to Caroline Isa- 
bdle Holdtman, who was bom May 19, 1S55, in Wheatland township, Will 
county, Illinois, and on removing with her parents to Iowa settled in Bennington 
township, Black Hawk county. She was then thirteen years of age and she, too, 
attended the country schools. Mr. and ^frs. Buehner are still living in this 
county in the locality where they first established their home and to them have 
been born ten children: Mrs. Mary l inch, residing in Fairbank ; Mrs. Clara 
Stufflehcan, of Waterloo; John J., also of Waterloo; Chris, residing in Dunkcr- 
ton ; Albert, whose home is in Waterkto : a son who died in infancji; Fred W. H., 
of this review; Mrs. Lydia Mtckleson, of Waterloo; Sidney, living in Lester 
township; and Frank, who was bom August 29^ 1896, and died August 21, 18^. 
at the age of two years, eleven months and twenty-two days. 

Ujion the old home farm Fred W. 11. Iluehiier >|)cnt his youthful days and 
at the usual age begati his education in the j>ublic schools. He nttcntled the 
Pleasautvilk- school in district No. j in Lester township, cuuiplcled the work of 
the eighth grade and afterward spent one term In the spring of 1908 in the 
Fairbank high school. In the fall of that year he entered upon a year's course 
in the Stone School of Horology at St. Paul, Minnesota. Throi:^out the 
periods of vacation his attention was devoted to the farm work and thus year 
by year he assisted in the furthi r de\ elopmcnt and cultivation of the fields upon 
the old homestead. In 1901 he began farminc;^ and operating a traetion engine 
and was enj^a<;cd in that business from the liuie that he was about iourlecn years 
of age until 1910. On the 1st of October, lyoy. he began learning the watch- 
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maker's trade and has been engaged in business along that line continuously 
since the nth of February, 1911. 

At Waterloo, on the loth of June, ryij, Mr. Uuehner was united in marri^ 
to Miss Irene C. Arett, of Austin, Minnesou, a daughter of Mr and Mrs. Jacob 
Arett, of that place. Her father was bom December 18. i8fx), and her mother, 
Nfary (Knntson) Arett, was born September 29, 1863. They were married in 
iS8<) ami tlK\ became parents of iwelve children: Amma, Vx^rii I'oliruarv fj. 
1887; lienry, burn Augu^l 31, i8,\.S, liertha, who was born in 1890 and died in 
early childhood: (ieorgc. born July 8, 1891; Ellen, February 9, 1893; Irene, 
November 29, 1894; Clint, June 22, 1896; Itennie. March 29, 1898; Walter, May 
23, 1900; Albert, March 7, 1903: Ernest. April 26, 1905; and Clarence, January 
23, 1908. Mr. and Mrs. Buehncr have l>ecome parents of a daughter, Esther 
Madaline, liorn July 31. 1914. in Fairbank. 

Mr. anil .Mrs. I'liehncr attend the Methodist Episcopal church of ("airUank 
and he gives his |X)litical allegiance to the democratic party, but he docs not 
hesitate to vote for the nominee of the other party if he thinks him the better 
man. He is well known in this county, where his entire life has been passed, 
and amm^ diose who know him his many substantial and admirable qualities 
and characteristics have gained him warm friendship and high r^rd. 



H. C RIENSCHE. 

An attractive country home in Fox township is the property of H. C. 
Riensdie. It stands in the midst of an excellent farm of two hundred and forty 

acres and to the development and improvement of the ])lacc he «rives hi*: undi- 
vided attention with jjood results, lie was Iwrn m \X(>~ in the township which 
is still his home, his parents being W illiam and Eleanor ( 1 .ichtenberg ) Kicnsche, 
both of whom were natives of Germany, the former bom in Buckeburg in 1826 
and the latter in Dankersen in 1832. The father followed farming in his native 
country and when a young man made the long voyage to the new world, lie 
at once started westward and for si.\ years was employed at railroad building 
in Indiana In 1854 he drove across Cf ttmtry to iJlack I lawk county. Iowa, and 
iMsi in ln> lot with the pioneer settlers who were reclaiming this district for the 
purpo.ses oi civilization. Waterloo was at that linic a mere village and there was 
only one house between it and his oym home. The most farsighted could scarcely 
have dreamed of the changes which were soon to occur and transform this into 
one of the populous and prosperon•^ enunttes of the commonwealth. 

Mr. Riensche broke the prairie with ox teams, planted his croji? and in tlic 
course of time gathered good harvests. His farm comjirised one himdred and 
twenty acres, which he brought to a high state ot cultivation, and in addition 
to his activity along agricultural lines he took a most helpful interest in public 
affairs, especially along those lines which contributed to the early development 
and improvement of this section. He assisted m building the early churches 
and schoolhcuses of logs and he was one of the organizers of the Evangelical 
Lutheran clnirch. in the work of which he took a most active part. Ills efforts 
were at all times of value to the community and his name is therefore indelibly 
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inscribed upon the pages of pioneer history in Black liawk county. His family 
nqmbered nine diildren, df whom H. C. was the second youngest in order of 
tHrth. The father died in the year 1906 and thus passed away one of the worthy 
pioneer settlers whose memory had constituted a connecting link between the 

primitive past and the progressive present. 

n C, Rictischc hnd but limited educational opportunities but attended the 
Cierniaii parochial schools and the country schools for ti\c months. With 
experience as his teacher, however, he has Icarnctl many valuable lessons as 
the years have gone on, for he possesses an observing eye and a r^entive mem- 
ory. When twenty^fottr years of age he bought land but still resided at home 
and rented the farm. Later he l>egan the cultivation of his own property and is 
now the owner of two hundred and forty acres, in the midst of which stand an 
attractive residence and substantial barns and outbuildings. Everything about 
the place iiKbeatcs liis laretul sui)crvisioii and progressive methods and he is 
justly accounted one of the progressive and enterprising farmers ol the com- 
munity. 

Mr. Riensche was united in marriage to Miss Anna Pump, who was bom in 
Chicago, a daughter of John and Maria (Esch) Pump, natives of liermany. 
After coniin<^ to the United State-« tbey lived for some time in Chicago, where 
the father worked in himber \ards. in his native land be hnd liccn identified 
with farming. In 1884 lie removed to Black Hawk county, esial)lishing his 
home in Spring Creek township, where he not only carried on general agricul- 
tural pursuits, but was also very prominent in township affairs. He came to 
the United States a poor boy and became a wealthy man owing to the wise use 
which he made of his time an<I opjiortunities. His diligence enabled him to 
overcome many difficulties and obstacles in business and ultimately reach the 
•,'oal ot -success. Mr. and Mrs Riensche iiave three children; r)linda. who was 
born in 1897; Erwin. born in lik/j; and Gilbert, whose birth occurred in 1912. 

The family attend the Lutberan church, of which Mr. Riensche is a very 
active and prominent member, doing all in his power to further its growth and 
extend its influence. He has been an important factor in community affairs 
and has co-operated in many plans which have been directly beneficial to the 
district, lie has for six years been township trustee of Eox townsbip. in which 
office he is the present incninl)ein Mis influence is always on the side of advance- 
ment, prepress, reform and improvement and his life has been one of value to 
the community in which he lives. 



GEORGE H. QUEST. 

George H. Quest is the senior partner in the linn of Quest & Smith, plumbers 
and steamfitters of Waterloo, in which city he was bom on the t ith of October, 
1883, his parents being Matthew W. and Mattie M. (Harroun) Quest, the former 
a native of All^heny, Pennsylvania, and the latter of Darlington, Wisconsin. 
They were married, however, in I recport, Illinois, and in 1879 liecame residents 
of Waterloo. For thirty years the fatber was enirajred in the jewelry business 
in Freeport and for a decade continued along the same line in Waterloo. Sue- 
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cess attended his wcJl inatutgcd business aliairs until ultimately he put aside 
further business interests, having in the meantinfe acquired a handsome com- 
petence. For twenty-five years he lived retired in Waterloo, enjoying a well 
earned rest, and on the tsth of September, 1914, he passed away at the age of 

scvcnty eight years. 

( Icorgc H. Quest entered the jmblic schools at the usual age and roiitinucd 
hii» education until he entered the \\ est high school, from which he \va^ grad- 
uated with the class of 1901. Following the completion of his course he entered 
Upon an apprenticeship to the pltnnber's trade, thoroughly mastering the business 
and beccMuing an expert workman along that line. In 1906 he embarked in tbc 
plumbing business on his own account, continuing so independently for four 
years, or until 1910. when S C. Smith purchased an interest in the business 
which has since been conducted under the nnmc of Quest & Smith. I hrir tiadc 
is of an extensive character and the constant demand made for their services 
has resulted in the attainment of a substantial and gratifying measure of success. 

On the 8th of May, 1914, Mr. Quest was joined in wedlock to Miss Hilda 
Sylvester, of Greene, Butter county, Iowa. His fraternal rdatioas are with 
Helmet Loc^, No. 8<). K. V. He is also a member of the Waterloo Chamber of 
Commerce and is deeply interested in m;itter< of citizenship. He studies the 
vital and sif^riificant siluatiDns and proMcms. and K'^es his aid and intlucnce on 
the side of atlvancemenl antl iniproveineal. lie is well known in the city where 
his entire Hfe has been spent and his many good traits of character have brought 
htm the high regard and good-will of those with whom he has come in contact. 



SIDXHV C. SMITH. 

Sidney C. &nith, an enterprising and successful young business man of Water- 
loo, is a member of the firm of Quest & Smith, plumbers and steamfitters, conduct- 
ing one of the most extensive establishments of the kind in the city. His birth 
occurred in Rockford. Illinois, on the i()th of September, 1887, his parents being 
Harry and Eliza (Hodges) Smith, both of whom were tiatives of F.njjland. They 
emigrated to the I'nited States in young numhood and young wonianhood and 
were married in Rockford, Illinois. Harry Smith was a harness maker by trade 
and for many years conducted a harness shop in that city. His demise occurred 
at Rockford in 1909^ when he had attained the age of sixty-two years. Mrs. 
Smith survives, however, and now makes her home with a daughter in Dixon, 
Illinois. 

Sidnev C. Smith acquired hi< education in the graded and high school-; of 
Roekff)rd and when in his si.Mcenth >ear l)ecame a wage earner as an employe 
in the Wire Iron Works of that city, remaining with that concern for about 
eighteen months. In the spring of 1904 he came to Waterloo, Iowa, served an 
apprenticeship to the ptund>er's trade and subsequently worked as a joum^- 
man until 1910. In that year he purchased an interest in the plumbing business 
of George II Quest, forming the firm of Quest & Smith, which has developed 
one of the most extensive enterprises of the kind in Waterloo. The junior 
partner is widely recognized as a young man of excellent executive ability and 
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keen discernmeni who has contributed not a httle to the growing success ot the 
conccni. 

On the 14th of September, 191 1, Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss 
Maud Fr\c. of Waterloo, Iowa. He is identified fraternally with Hehnet Lodge, 

No. 89, K. P., and also belongs to the Waterloo Giamber of Commerce and the 
Town Criers Cluh. His religious faith is indicated by his meniliirship in the 
Congregational thurch. to which his wife h'kewi*'e belongs. In i)riv;itf life he 
has been acttiated by principles which govern honorable and uj)right manhood 
and the same high ideals have ever been manifest in his business dealings. 



WILLIAM L. CHAPLIN. 

W illiam I.. (. hajdin is a retired farmer, residing in jcsup, whoso life work 
indicates what may be accomplished when anibilion and determination point out 
the way. Today he is the possessor of a handsome competence, but he started 
out in life empty-handed and he knows all of the diflScuhies which are to be 
met in a business career. An analy/ation of his life shows that work— earnest, 
persistent work — has been the basis of his prosperity and the course which he 
has followed may well serve as an example for others. 

Mr. Chaplin was born in Cortland county, New York, in 1S47, a son of Krin 
and Abby (Atwell) Chaplin, the former a native of New York and the latter of 
Vermont. The father learned the trade of shoemaking in early life and foltowed 
it for a time but in 1847 removed westward to Illinois and in the Mississippi 
valley turned his attention to agricuhural pursuits. After living in Illinois for 
eight years he made the journey by wagon to Iowa and in 1855 took up his abode 
in Barclay townshij). T^lack Hawk county. He founti pionetr rfmfHtions here. 
There were onlv a few houses in the vicinity of hi> home l)ut he lixeil tn Nce the 
country become thickly settled. With characteristic energy he Ijegan tarming 
and continued upon the home place mitil he retired from active business and 
removed to South Dakota, where his remaining days were passed. He took a 
hdpful interest in public affairs in this county and aided in advancing material 
progress. Following the outbreak of the Civil war he enlisted here for service 
in the Union army and w.-.- one of the able defenders of the stars and stripe^ 
Upon his return he restnned tht work nf tjencral farming and stock-raising and 
as the years passe<l on he mei with ■-ubsiantial success. 

Wiiliani L. Chaplin was but an infant when his parents removed from the 
Empire state to Illinois and was a little lad of but eight years when they came 
to Iowa. He attended the early schools of Barclay township and he was trained 
to farm work when young, following the pk>w almost from the time that he was 
large enough to reach the handles. I le purchased property when land was cheap 
and by reason of his unfalterin;? industry and ]x*rseverancf has met with sub- 
stantial success. As his hnancial resonrre- have iiKTeaseil he has added to his 
holdings from time to time and is now tlie owner of tour iuuulred and eij^hty 
acres in Black Hawk county and eight hundred acres in South Dakota, near 
Huron. He also has extensive holdings in Wisconsin. He has dealt more or 
less in lands, winning substantial prosperity from his well directed business 
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interests. He is today numbered among the men of affluence in the county and 
in 1908, retiring from th« active work of the farm, he removed to Jtsup, where 
he now resides. His property interests return to him a gratifying annual income. 
He is also a stockholder in the Jesup State Bank and in the Securities Building 
Company and is today regarded as om (jf iIr- >ul)st,-inlial citizens of Jesup. 

Mr. Chaplin was marrietl to Miss Kdse L. Chatfield. who was horn in Du 
I'd^c coimty, Illinois, in 1850, and passed away in Jesup in 1913. Her parents 
were Alonzo anil Mary (Graves) Chattieid, both natives of Xew York. In 
early manhood her father removed westward lo Illinois and took up a claim. 
He saw Chicago emerge from villagehood and take on all the aspects of metro- 
politan life. He was always active in community affairs and held a number of 
local offices. He owned considerable land, winning success as the years passed 
on. Removing to Jesup, he retained hi> residence there to the time of his death. 
To Mr. and Mrs. ("hajtlin were Ijorn six children: Jay, who resides on a farm 
near Moorhead, Minnesota, is married and has six children. Mabel is the wife 
of Burton Fuller, a fanner living in Kiester, Minnesota, and they have ax chil- 
dren. Genevieve maried Charles Nessfield. of 1^ Porte City, Iowa, and they 
have one child. Arthur occupies a farm in r.arelay township. George is mar- 
ried and resitles ujKjn a farm in Sauk county. Wisconsin. Caryl is operating his 
father's farm in Barclay township. He is married and has one child. 

Mr. Chaplin gives his support to the Methodist church, of which he has long 
been an earnest and consistent member. He has never taken an active i>art in 
public affairs as an office seeker, yet his influence has always been on the side 
of improvement and advancement. He certainly deserves much credit for what 
he has accomplished in that he started out a poor boy and is today numbered 
among the men of af^^uence in Black Hawk cotinty. His cfTorts have brought 
excellent results, for they have been guided by the rules that govern industry 
and strict, unswerving int^rity. 



PAUL W. SMITH, 

Paul W. Snvith is a partner in the law firm of lidwards, l^nglcy, Ransicr 
& Smith and in this connection has won a creditable position at the bar of 
Black Hawk county. His life record stands in contradistinction to the old 
adage about a prophet being without honor in his own country, for Mr. Smith 

has won a creditable place at the bar of his native city, liis birth having occurred 
in Waterloo in 1885. His fatlier. I*'. 1'. Smith, now deceased, was a native of 
New York and at a very early day came to Waterloo, where the family home 
was established and has since been maintained. He married Agnes W. Wil- 
liams, who still makes her home in Waterloo, although she is now residing in 
OiKfomia. The children of this marriage are: Roger W.. a practicing attorney 
of Alaska; Margaret, the wife of L. G. Braun^ of Los Angeles, California; Paul 
W., of this review: Lawrence T. . who is connected with the Waterloo Cement 
Machinery Corporation of Waterloo; and Merritt B., who is with his mother 
in California. 
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Reared under the parental roof, Paul W. Smith mastered the brandies of 
learning taught in the public schools, passing through consecutive grades until 
graduated {rom the East Waterloo high school with the dass o£ 1904. He con- 
tinued his education in a one year's course in the normal college at Cedar Falls 
and afterward, in preparation for a professional career, entered the law depart- 
ment of the University of Iowa and was graduated LL. 11. with the class of 
1908. He then returned to Waterloo for practice and during; the tirst two years 
thereafter was associated with his brother, R. W, Smith, since which time he 
has been a member of the present firm of Edwards, Langley, Ransier & Smith. 
Realizti^ the importance of carefully preparing his cases, he spares no pains 
to familiarize himself with every point bearing upon lus cause and he has also 
proven his strength and resourcefulness in argument. He is a member of both 
the Waterloo Bar Association and the State Har Association and is a director 
of the Smith. I.ichty & Hillman Company and of the Waterloo Canning Company. 

On the 6th of February, 1913, Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss 
Eleanor R, Sweet, of Belle Phine, Iowa, and they have one daughter, Sylvia 
Sweet. Mr. Smith belongs to a college fraternity, the Phi Kappa Psi, and he 
is affiliated with the Masons and the Flks He is likewise connected with the 
Commercial Club and Board of Trade, of which he is a director, and he has 
membership in the Town Criers Ouh. The interests and welfare of Waterloo 
are dear to his heart, for here his entire life has been si)ent. lie does everything 
in his power to advance the development and improvemcuL 01 the city along 
substantial and attractive lines. When he turns aside from professional and 
public affairs and enters social cirdes, his fellow townsmen find him a most con- 
genial, companionable gentleman and his popularity is well attested by the num- 
ber of his friends. 



RANSOM BAILEY. 

Along the lines of orderly progression the life of Ranswn Bailey was marked 

out and the record is one which should serve to inspire and encoura«[e others, 
showinc^ what may he accomplished when energy and determination are guided 
by intelligence and when industry and persistency of purpose find expression in 
everyday affairs. He never sought to figure prominently in any public connec- 
tion and yet he became one of the leading residents of Iowa by reason of the 
extent and importance of the business interests which he built up. 

He was born in Windsor county. X'ermont, Fcbruari' 24. 1828. and his par- 
ents, Samuel and Dorothy ( Newton) liailey. were also natives of th;it state, 
while his [)aternal <Trnndf>arents. Levi and Hannah ( liailey i I'.ailey, were nativc!> 
of Massachusetts, ihc lather of Levi llaiky and one of his brothers joined 
the Colonial army during the Revolutionary war and met death upon the battle- 
field of Bunker Hill. Two other brothers of Levi Bail^ were among the 
earliest settlers of the state of New "N'ork Levi Bailey was but fourteen years 
of age at tlie time his father was killed. He feh it necessary to provide for his 
own support and. leavinj; home, went to X'ermont. where he began the manu- 
facture of potash, a business which was just coming to the front at that time. 
v«i. n-ss 
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In fact, he was the first potash manufacturer in the Green Mountain state. Later 
he established the first blacksmith shop, then the first grist mill, the first sawmill, 
the first woolen mill, starch factory and Unseed oil mill in the town of Reading, 
Vermont. During the later years of his life he became a stock drover and 
enjoyed the reputation of being one of the larji^est (Ic.ilers in the eastern iTi:irket>. 
His jtoHtical alie^Maiu c was given to the whig party and he was one of the inHu- 
ential residents of the district in which he made his home. 

His son, Samuel Bailey, father of Ransom Bailey, was bom in Windsor 
county, Vermont, on the 14th of January, 1794, and remained with his parents 
until he had attained his majority, assisting largely in ti?e conduct of his father "s 
business. Tie spent the greater part of his life in the (ircen .Mountain state but 
passed away in Iowa at the home of his son, Ransom I'ailcv. on the 14th of 
February, 1891 — ahiiost a centenarian. He was married in \ ertnont to Miss 
Dorothy Newton, a daughter of Samuel Newton, and they became the parents 
of nine children, Orwell, George, Lovira, Ransom, Samuel, Sarah, Levi, Maxy and 
Charles. Like his father, Samuel Bailey gave hts political indorsement to the 
whig party until its dissolution, when be joined the ranks of the new republican 
party and continued one of its stalwart champions at all times. 

Ransom P»ailey attended the district and select schools of his native -tatf 
and then began earning his living as a farm hand, receiving but eiglii dollars 
per month as compensation for his labor. He was thus employed until he 
reached the age of twenty-four years and during that period as the result of 
his industry and economy managed to acquire a capital of six hundred dollars. 
The west with its growing opportunities attracted him and in the fall of 1851 
he arrived in C){^le county, Illinois, accompanied by two of his brothers. The 
three were associated in the purchase and in the entering of land from the United 
States government, and they founded the town of liaileyville in Ogle count}. 
They devoted their energies to general farming, growing grain and rainng stock, 
and also extended the scope of their activities in the building and operation of 
a factoiy for the making of wire-tooth horse rakes. Their effort-, along these 
various lines were attended with well merited success and their business con- 
stantly tifrcw in volume an<I importance. At one time Ransom iKiiley was the 
owner of elevators in eleven towns alon^ the route of the St. Paid & Milwaukee 
Railroad. His plans were carefully lornuilaiea and promptly executed and the 
sound judgment which Ik displayed in the management of his business affairs 
brought to him a very gratifying measure of prosperity. About the time of 
the close of the Civil war he disposed of his interests in the wire rake factory 
and invested some of his money in Iowa land and in sheeji. 

Mr. Bailey, however, did not become a resident of Iowa until 1877. when 
he removes! with hi> family to Grundy county, where he invested extensively 
in farm lands, becoming one of the most prominent agriculturists of that part of 
the state. To his original investments he added from time to time until he had 
about four thousand acres. He arrived in Black Hawk county about 1887 and 
was at one time the second larj^cst landowner in the county. He continued in 
-the grain trade after coiniui^ to Iowa hut later retired from that field of labor 
and cni^n^cd extensively in haudlins^ real estate and live stock. In 1801 he cstah- 
lished h\< home in Cedar Falls anil from that point superintended his business 
affairs, which were of mammoth proportions and ot great imix>rtance. He also 
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owned sonic town property but he operated most largely in farm lands in north- 
ern Iowa, ilf was justly regarded as tMie ot the most prominent residents oi 
the county and he might have held any political office had he so desired. It was 
the wish of his fdktw townsmen that he should become a candidate for the office 
of state senator but this he refused to do. He always preferred to concentrate 
his energies upon his business affairs with the result that his close application, 
untiring efTort and keen sagacity brought to him a most gratifying measure of 
success that placed him in the class of the leading fanners and stockraisers of 
the state. 

In January, 1807, .Mr. Bailey was umtcu in marriage to Miss Mary Dyer, who 
was bom at East Berne, Albany county. New YoHc, March 8, 1845, ^ daughter 
of the late Judge James Dyer, who for many years was a prominent jurist of 
Albany county. In her father's home the daughter spent her girlhood days and 
after completing a high-school education in the city of .Albany continued her 
studies in a seminary at Mount Morris. New York. In 1862, in company with 
her uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Iv Shrevell, she went to Chicago, where she 
remained until her vmclc returned from service in the Civil war. A removal was 
then made to Ogle county, Illinois, where she formed the acquaintance of Ran* 
som Bailey, who successfully sought her hand in marriage. They became the 
parents of three children: Jennie, who was Iwrn Xovember 7, 1867, and die<l 
March 16. 1876; and James I., and Samuel tX. both of whom are mentioned 
elsewhere in this vohune. The lite ot Mrs. l!niley was characterized by generous 
charity, a beautiful motherhood antl devotion to her home. The death of Mr. 
Bailey occurred in Cedar Falls, May 28, H)05, and his widow, surviving for 
about two years, died on the 25th of May, 1907. They were both most highly 
esteemed and had a circle of friends coextensive with the circle of their 
acquaintance. 

In the passinp^ of Ransom Bailey the eounty lost one of its mo.st prominent 
and representative citizens. His life record proved what could l)e accomplished 
when there is the will to do and to dare and when industry is guided by sound 
judgment. There were no esoteric phases in his career. The methods which 
he employed were always straightforward and honorable and to build up rather 
than to destroy was ever his broad policy. While business success was his in 
large mea.siire he never allowed his pro^rity to dwarf his kindly nature, and 
his life was AUed with good deeds. 



JAMES L. BAILBY. 

h.xtensive and import.mt are the business interests eontrolled by James L. 
Bailey, who is a stockholder in many of Hlack Hawk county's most important 
commercial, industrial and financial enterprises and who is also, in partnership- 
with his brother, engaged in controlling and improving four thousand acres of 
farm land in Iowa and in feeding and handling stock extensively. They also* 
have important property interest*; in other states. W^'de-awakc, alert and enter- 
prising, th^ carefully direct their interests, watching all indications pointing; 
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to success and never feariqg to venture where favoring opportunity indicates 
the way. 

James L. Bailey was born in Baileyville, Illinois, August 8, 1870, a son of 
Ransom and Mary (Dyer) Bailey, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this 
volume. Their son, James L. Bailey, attended the high school at Grundy Center 
and afterward was a student in Cornell College at Mount \'crnon, Iowa. His 
initial business trninirif^ was received under the direction of his father, with whom 
he was associated for some time. In 1897, in partnership with his brother, he 
established a hardware store in Cedar Falls and conducted that business until 
his father's death in 1905. They then sold out to the W}th-Johnson & Wytb 
Company^ who still conduct the business. Sin^ the father's death the brothers 
have been active in the iiKinaj^'eincnt of the estate to which they have succeeded. 
They are stockholders in the Cedar Falls National Hank and the First National 
Bank at Parkersburg and arc identified with various important commercial and 
industrial interests in Black llawk count}', being now stockholders in the Water- 
loo & Cedar Falls Mill Company, in the Kice & Da>lon Manufacturing Company, 
in the Black Hawk Oil Company, in the Cbnnell & Cowan Lumber Company, 
in the Vikii^ Pump Qtmpany and in the Cedar Valley ^strict Fair Assodatioa. 
As Iowa landowners the> own and control four thousand acres of farm lands, 
the greater part of which is under cultivation, and they also have some fr.rm 
property in South E);ikota. They now devote considerable time to feeiUn^ and 
handling stock, conducting this business on an extensive scale. They make feed- 
ing their specialty and success is attending their efforts in large measure. They 
also conduct some real^estate operations, purchasing land, however^ rather for 
cultivatiott than for further sale. 

On the 26th of February, 1896, James L. Bailey was united in marriage to 
Miss .\nna House, who was born in Maquoketa, Iowa, a daughter of Jndsre 
A. J. and Fniina (Millard) House, who were natives of Canada. Her father 
was born January 12, 1848, and her mother on the 1st of April of the same 
year. Mr. House has devoted his life to the practice of hiw and is now serving 
on the bench, having recently been reelected and having the highest vote among 
ten candidates in his district. His incumbency in the office covers a period of 
more than twenty years, a fact which is indicative of the confidence and trust 
reposed in him and of his fidelity to the important duties of the office which he 
fills. His decisions are strictly fair and impartial, being based both upon the 
law and the equity in the case, and he is today recognized as one of the ablest 
jurists in his part of the state. His life !»s been a busy, active and useful one, 
and he is prominent in the community in which he makes his home. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Bailey the following diildren were born: Millard, whose natel day was 
February 6, 1897; Allen Ransom, born December 9, 1898; Margaret, who was 
born September 25, uyx). and died A\n\\ 6, 1901 ; Carrie, born June 25, 1902: 
Ralph. February 10. i-?. >4 ; Josei'li Levi, January 25, 1906 ; Mary Emma, February 
7. 1909; John Richard, October 25, 1912. 

In his political views James L. Battey is a stalwart republican. He has never 
sought nor desired political office but in 191 3 was elected president of the school 
board of Cedar FalU The cause of education finds in him a stalwart champion 
and one who is doing effective work in the interest? of the schools. His religious 
belief is that o£ the Methodist Episcopal church and to its teachings he is most 
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loyal. He belonprs to the Masonic t ratcniity, in which he has taken the de^Tces 
01 the York Rile, and is now captain general in the Knights Templar commandery. 
He also belongs to the Mystic Shrine and has membership in the Modem Wood- 
men Camp. His wife is connected with th^ P. £. O. society. They occupy an 
enviabte position in the public regard and die hospitality of the best homes of 
Cedar FaHs and the county is freely accorded them. 



SAMUEL O. BAILEY. 

The name of Bailey figures conspicuously in connection with business activity 
in Black Hawk county because of the extent and importance of the interests of 
Samuel O. Bailey atid his brother, James L. Bailey, with whom he is associated 
in all of his business transactions. His birth occurred December 27, 1872. in 
Bailey ville, Illinois, and his ancestry in the paternal line is traced back to New 
&igland. Extended mention of the family is given in connection with the sketch 
of his father* Ransom Bailey, on another page of this volume. 

Samuel O. Bailey attended school at Grundy Center and also was a student 
in Cornell Collejje at Mount Vernon. In 1897 he became the partner of his 
brother in a hardware business which they cnndtjctcd with growing success until 
the father's death in 1905, when they .sold out in order to give their attention 
to the management of the large estate which he left to liicin. They now own 
and control four thousand acres. Their farms are highly cultivated and splen- 
didly improved, and they make a specialQr of the raising and feeding of stock 
which tiiey handle in large numbers. Their business interests likewise include 
connection with many corporate interests. They are stockholders in the Water- 
loo & Cedar Falls Mill romjjany. in the Rice iH; Djiytnn Manufacturinj^: Company, 
in the Black Hawk ' )il C'onijtauy, in tlie (. onnell \ l. owan Lumber Company and 
in the Viking Pump Company. They arc also stockholders in the Cedar Falls 
National Bank, the First National Bank at Parkersburg and in the District Fair 
Association and other corporations. 

On the 26th of June, h>I2. Mr. Bailey was married to Miss Grace Simpson, 
a native of Estherville, Iowa, and a daughter of C. T. and Julia (Babcock) 
Simpson, who are residents of Cedar h'alls. Her father is a carpenter and con 
tractor and is >(ill active in business. .Mrs. Bailey was the third in order of birtli 
in their family of five children. She was liberally educated, beinie: J' graduate 
of the Cedar Fails high school and the Iowa State Teachers College and for a 
time she was a successful teacher in the Cedar Falls high school. By her mar- 
riage she has one son. Ransom, who was bom April 26. 191 3. 

Mr. Bailey is prominent in Masonic circles, belonging to the lodge, chapter 
and commandery, and in the last named he has filled all of the chairs, serving 
as eminent commander for two years. He likewise holds membership with the 
Modern Woodmen and the Knight^ of Pythias, while his wife belongs to the 
P. E. O. Both are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, to the work of 
which they contribute generously, taking an active interest in all measures to 
furdier its upbuilding. The efforts of Samuel O. Bailey have been carefully 
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fli'rccted alonj,' tlic lino loadins; to kgitimatc success. He has thai conlidcnce 
aiul courage that come oi conscious personal ability, the riglit conception of 
things and an habitual regard for what 19 best in the exercise of human activities. 



G. W. HAZLETT. 

G. \V. 1 lazleii is hving retired in Waterloo. He is a representative of one of 
the old pioneer families of the state and has at different times been connected 
with agricultural and educational interests as well as with events which Imve had 
to do with shaping the progress and promoting the upbuilding of his county. 

His life has indeed been a busy and useful one and his rest is well merited. 

A native of Illinois, G. W. Hazlett was born in the town of Lena in 1851J, a 
son of Huijli and hJiza <Youn^) Hazk-lt. The father is now deceased, having- 
passed away about twelve years ago. in pioneer times he renioved with iiis 
family to Iowa and became a prominent factor in the development and upbuilding 
of Bremer county. He was widely recognized as a man of sterling worth and of 
unimpeachable character. His well known int^irity is indicated in the fact that 
he served for forty years as township school treasurer without being asked for 
a bond. He nho filled the office nf justice of the peace for nearly a half century*. 
His decisions were always fair and impartial and won tjolden opinions from all 
sorts of people. His widow survives at the advanced age ot eighty-lour years 
and is yet living upon a farm of two hundred and forty acres in Bremer county, 
of which one hundred and sixty acres was entered by her husband from the gov- 
ernment soon after their arrival in Iowa, and the patent, which is still in posses- 
sion of the family, is signed by (ieneral U. Oant, who was then president. 
The family sliarcd in all of the hardships and privations incident to pioneer life 
in that section and lived to witness the notable changes which have brought the 
county to its present condition of j)rogress and prosperity. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Hailett were bom live children, of whom three are yet living. The eldest is J. Y. 
Hazlett, an active and able member of the bar of Bremer county, who has three 
times served as county attorney and is now mayor of Waverly. The second sur- 
viving member of the family is (J \\'. Hazlett of this review. Ilis yonntrer 
lirother, I. C Hazlett, is now agent for the International Harvester Lomjiany at 
Grand Forks. .North Dakota. He, to<j. is prominent in the community in which 
he resides and has served as mayor of the town. 

G. W. Hazlett was quite young when his parents left Illinois and came to Iowa, 
settling on a farm near Tripoli. There Mr. Hazlett was reared and attended the 
comnuni srhonl-. completing his education under the tutelage of E. G. Bennett. 
From his Ixiyiiood he proved a valuable n-'^islant to his father in the farm work 
and when but twelve years of age was an csperi in drivins; oxen. 1 le \s as lar<;oly 
engaged in hanflling an o.x team in breaking the sod and developiiig the helds 
and as the years passed on his usefulness increased. 

Nor was his attention confined alone to eflForts for material advancement. 
When but eighteen years of age he was secretary of the Union Sunday school and 
did much to further moral advanicnunt in the community. When twenty years 
of age he began teaching school and proved a very successful educator, imparting 
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readily and clearly to others the knowledge that he had acquired. Such was his 
efficiency and popularity as an nistructor that pupils came from adjoining districts 
to receive the benefit of his instruction. When twenty^two years of age he 

obtained a first-grade certificate, which he retained during the entire time he 
taught school. He continued in that profession until twenty-dx years of age and 
then purchased a farm in Hremer county, devoting his time to general agricultural 
pursuits and stock-raisinij until he removed to Tripoli, lie continued his resi- 
dence there for live years before coming to Waterloo and during that period he 
served for two terms or four years as mayor of Tripoli, exercising his <^cia1 
prerogatives in support of many progressive and beneficial public measures. He 
also served as assessor of his township and as a member of the board of educa- 
tion and he was secretary of the Tripoli Creamery. 

In 1884 Mr. Hazlett was united in marriag^e to Miss Melvina Eisenhart, a 
native of Tripoli and a daughter of Eli and Mary (T.eaman) Eisenhart. who 
removed to the west from York, i'ennsylvania, and took up their ahode in Tripoli 
in 1854. The father was the first merchant in tiie eastern part of Bremer county, 
hauling his goods from Ehibuque before there were any bridges over the rivers and 
creeks. To Mr, and Mrs. Hazlett have been born three dlildren . Edith, who is 
now deputy superintendent of schools in Black Hawk county; Clara, the wife of 
f 'aul S. Duncan, of Viiginia City. Montana ; and Ray who died at the age of 
twelve years. 

The mother and daughters arc members of the Walnut Street Baptist church 
of Waterloo and Mr. Hazlett has membership in Helmet Lodge, K. P., of which 
he is a past chancellor, and has also been a member of the grand lodge. He 
became a charter member of the Knights of Pythias lodge at Tripoli and was its 
second chancellor cnmmanck'r. His political allegiance has always been given the 
democratic party and he \\a> the jxirty candidate for the oftice of sheriff of Ptlack 
Hawk county. When he was but twenty-four years of age he was the candidate 
for clerk of Bremer coiuity, and though there was a normal republican majority 
of eight hundred, he succeeded in reducing this to such an extent that he was 
defeated by only one hundred and seventy-two votes— a fact which indicated 
his personal popularity and the confidence rqtosed in him. 



A. H. PONSFORD. 

A. H. Ponsford, who devotes his attention to the pursuits of farming and 
$tock-r:!isii:g, is the owner of a well improved and valuable property embracing 

one hundred and sixty acres of land on section 27. Mount X'ernon township, part 
of which came into {X)ssession of the family lifty-si.K ycar> ago. His birth 
occurred in St. John, Xew Brunswick, in 1849, but in 1857 family crossed the 
border into the United States and took up their abode in Wisconsin. The follow- 
ing year they came to Black Hawk county, Iowa, the father purchasing a tract of 
land in Mount Vernon township which he cultivated until his death in 1865. The 
mother, who survived hitn for more than two decades, was called to her final 
rest in 1887. Seven children were left to mourn her loss and five of the number 
survive, namely : Joseph, who is a resident of South Dakota ; Walter F., living in 
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Oregon ; A. H., of this review ; Hattie, who gave her hand in marriage to William 
Everett, of Black Hawk county; and Minnie, who makes her home with our 

subject. 

A. H I'onsford, who was a lad of nine years when he came to this county with 
his parents, licre alteiuk-d the public schools m the actiuirement of an education. 
He has always remained at home and when Ijolh hts father and mother had passed 
away took diarge of the home place of eighty acres in Mount Vernon township, 
whidi he bter purchased and which he has operated continuously and successfully 
since. He has brought the property to a high state of cultivation and improvement 
and has extended its boundaries by additional purchase imtil it now embraces one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, constituting one of the valualjle and ))roducti\ c 
farms of the community. It i? situated three miles from \\ atcrloo and hes on an 
interurban car line. In tlie conduct of his agricultural interests Air. Ponsford 
has won a gratifying and well deserved measure of prosperity, and he has Umg 
heen numbered among the substantial representative and esteemed citizens of 
Black Hawk county. 

Mr. Ponsford is a democrat in his political view.s hut not bitterly partisan, his 
attitude on all ]>u!)lii- questions beinp th^t of a liberal-minded and public-spirited 
citizen. He held the ofhce of township clerk for eight years and has also served 
on the school board, ever discharging his public duties in a most conmiendablc 
and effident manner. Fraternally he is identified with the Masons and the Benev- 
olent Protective Order of Elks, while in religious faith he is a Protestant. The 
period of his residence in this county covers tifty-six years and he is wdl entitled 
to recognition among its prosperous agriculturists and representative and reqtccted 
citizens. 



BARNEY H. KASCHT. , . 

Barney H. Kascht is well known in Waterloo because of his long connection 
with mercantile interests and his active service in connection with city govern- 
ment. He was born in Illinois in 1868 and was only a year old when brought 
to Black Hawk county by his parents, William and Margaret (Hostert) Kascht, 
who settled on a farm near GilbertvtUe. There they resided for a long period, 
the father busily ei^iaged in general agricultural pursuits. He there remained 
until 1890, when he removed to GilbertvtUe, where his death occurred a year later. 
His wife survived him for six years. 

Ramey TI. Kascht was reared upon the home farm with the usual experiences 
that fall to the lot of tlic lad who assists in the work of plowing, planting and 
harvesting. He acquired his education in the public schools and when twenty 
years of age he left the old homestead and went to Chicago, where he pursued 
a two years' course in a business college, thus becoming well equipped for later 
duties and responsibilities. He then returned to this county, settling in WaterU)0. 
where he secured a position with the Smith, Lichty & Hillman Company, whole- 
sale grocers, with whom he continued for three years. He then enga^Ered in the 
grocery business on his own account and tor tifteen years was thus identiticd with 
the trade interests of the city, enjoying a good business as the result of his enter- 
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prising methods, his reasonable prices and his honorable dealing. At the end of 
that time he disposed of his grocery store and has since been connected with the 
official life of the city. He is now serving for a second term as assessor. He has 
made a good record in aS&ce and li.i^ received the indorsement of the public. 

In 1900 Mr. Kascht was united in marriage to Mis«; Amy Edelen and to them 
have been horn two children. Raphael J. and Louise, [ hv religions faitli of the 
family is that of St. Joseph's Catholic church. Mr. Kascht is a member of the 
Commercial Club and Board of Trade and cooperates in all the plans and projects 
for the vqpbuilding and benefit of the city, in which for twenty-four years he has 
made his home. He possesses a social nature and genial disposition and has 
gained a large circle of warm friends throughout the period of his residence in 
Black Hawk county, which covers his entire life save for one year. 



LEWIS BRANDES. 

Lewis Brandes has lived in Black Hawk county for about four decades and is 
widely recognized as one of its substantial agriculturists and representative citi- 
zens, owning and operating a well improved farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
on section 33. Mount Vernon township, lie devotes his attention to the pursuits 
of farming and stock-raising and in both branches of his business is meetiug with 
well deserved success. . His birth occurred in Cook county, Illinois, in 1864, his 
parents being Conrad and Lena Brandes, who were bom, reared and marri^ in 
Germany. In 1857 they crossed the Atlantic to the United States and took up 
their abode in Cook county, Illinois, where the father followed farming until 1876. 
In that year he came west to Black Hawk eounty, Town, and liere purchased land 
which he continued to cultivate throupfht'ut the reinaiiidtr of his life, his demise 
occurring in 1904. In his passing the conununity lost one ot' its respected citizens 
and successful agriculturists. His wife was called to hei liiial rest in 1900, They 
became tiie parents of eight children, the first bom, a daughter, being a native of 
Germany. The record is as follows : Henry, who is now a resident of Waterkio, 
Iowa ; Dora, who is the wife of Charles Paul, of Cedar Falls, Iowa ; Mrs. Minnie 
Bartling, of Mount Vernon township, this county; Lewis, of this review; Lena 
and Fred, both of whom are deceased : Annie, who passed away at the age of four 
years; and John, living in Cedar l alls. 

Lewis Brandes obtained his education in the public schools of Illinois and 
Iowa and when twenty-three years of age was married and started out as an 
agriculturist on his own account. He first cultivated rented land for five years 
and on the expiratk)n of that period bought one hundred and sixty acres of raw 
land in Moimt Vernon township, which he improved and developed and has oper- 
ated continuously to the present time. The property is now in a high state of 
cultivation and yield'; him a gratifying; annual ineome. 

In 1887 Mr. Brandes was united in marriape to Miss Annie Lleckel, a native 
of Cook county, Illinois, and a daughter of William and Charlotte Beckel, both 
of whom were bom in Germany. They came to Iowa in 1878 and in this state 
die f adier devoted his attention to general agricultural pursuits until his demise in 
1880. The mother survives and makes her home in Bremer county, Iowa. The 
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living children of the faniily are as follows: Mrs. Annie Brandes; Mrs. Lena 
Beoger; Mrs. Ricke Mother; Williatn: Henry; and Mrs. Matilda Sassman. To 

Mr. and Nfrs. Brandes have been born seven children, namely: Sarah» who is the 

wife of Kmest Hamm, a farmer of Mount \'crnon township, this county; and 
Herman, Louis H., IVrtha. William, Albert atul C^arl. all at home. 

Mr. Brandes is liberal in his political views, always taking into consideration 
the litncss of a candidate rather than his party affiliation. He has served as a 
member of the school board but has never been an office seeker, havit^ no desire 
for the honors and emoluments of public positioa. Fraternally he is identified 
with the ^fodern Woodmen of America, while his reh'gious faith is indicated by his 
membership in the Rvan^jelical church, to whieh his wife and children also belong. 
He is a man of sterling traits of character, reliable in business, progressive in 
citizenship and at ail times trustworthy and capable. 



JOHN ORTNER. 

John Ortncr, who follows farming in Barclay townshi{>, was born at Wells, 
in Upper .\ustria, September 9, 1851, a son of Joseph and Theresa (KoUer) Ort- 
ner, afeso natives of Austria, the former bom in 1807 and the later in 1810. The 
father followed fanning in his native country and at length came to the United 
.States with his family of eight children, settling near Freeport, Illinois, in 1854. 
1 le was not long permitted to enjoy his new home, however, for his death occurred 
the following year. Ui>on his widow devolved the care and renrinf;^ of her family, 
all nf whom have become substantial and hifjhiy respected eiti/ens ol the com- 
munities in which they now live. Soon after ihe father's death the family remov<5i 
westward to Iowa, settling in Barclay township. Blade Hawk county, where they 
purchased land at three dollars per acre. The mother possesesed excellent busi- 
ness ability and much sound common sense. She most carefully and wisely 
reared her family and was a woman of strong, noble character to whom her 
children owe much. She long survived her husband and passed away in this 
county in .\ugust, 1882. at the advanced a<^e of seventy-two years. 

John Ortner was a little lad of but twelve years when brought to iowa and m 
the schools of this state he pursued hts education. When but twelve years of age 
he drove a herd of eighty-five cattle across the country frmn Illinois. He spent 
the days of his boyhood and youth upon the home farm and assisted in breaking 
the sod with a four-yoke o.\ team. He has always made farming his life work 
and as the result of his tmfaltering diligence and determination he has i^aincd a 
very gralilying measure nf -ueee*;';. He is today the owner of one hundred and 
forty acres of land, which he has brought under a high state of cultivation, his 
farm presenting a neat and thrifty appearance, Thb is devoted to general agri* 
cultural pursuits and stock-raising and his work is carried on most methodically 
and sv.stcmaticallv. 

On the Oth of February. 1877, Mr. Ortner was joined in wedlock to ^Tiss Mary 
Ann Schncck, who was horn in Afendota, Illinois, in 1852. and was called to her 
final rest on the i6th of December, 1892. She was the adopted daughter of Jacob 
and Eva (Katzenberger) Schneck, both of whom were natives of Germany, the 
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toniicr bom in Uadcii and the latter in bavaria. Mr. Schncck emigrated lo Ihc 
United States as a young nian, settling at Mendota, Illinois, where he embarked 
in the coal business. In 1874 he removed to Grundy county, Iowa, and there 
became a landowner, but t!ic last years of his life were spent in Nobles county, 
Minnesota. Though of somewhat retiring disposition, his worth was recognized 
by all with whom he cnme in contact and he enjoyed the regard and esteem of an 
extensive circle of friends. To Mr. and Mrs. Ortner were born the following 
children: Margaret Theresa, whose biitli occurred on the yih of December, 1877, 
and who passed away August 22, 1894; Andrew Leo, who was bom April 19, 
1879, and is on the home farm with his father; Helena Rosalie, bom May 8, 
1881. who gave hei>hand in marriage to J. E. Baisch. connected with the Waterloo 
Gas & Rlectric Company, by whom she has one child. I lelen ; Mary Saraphine, 
the wife of John Belo, a contractor of Jesup, Iowa, by whom she has four chil- 
dren — Alva, John. Elizabeth and Arthur; Mathias, whose natal day was May 20. 
1884; Johanna I rances, born May 16, 1888; and Anna and Elizabeth, both of 
whom died in infanqr. 

The religious failh of the family is that of tfie Catholic church, to which they 
alwa\ s 1o\ a1!y adhere. In community affairs Mr. Ortner has always been deeply 
and helpfully interested and cooperates in many plans and measures for the 
general jjnod. In politics he has ever been n stalwart democrat and was the first 
representative of his party elected to office in Barclay township after the war. 
When twenty-one years of age he was chosen a school director and Idled that 
position for twenty-one years. He has held every office in the township and for 
one term was a member of the board of county supervisors as the representative 
of Fox, Poyner and Barclay townships. He has been correspondent for the 
Waterloo papers for a long time and lie h.is a wide acqtraintance throughout the 
county. lie has been mo^^i active in the work of St. Francis Catholic church of 
Barclay township and he is widely known here, his many sterling traits of char- 
acter gaining for him the confidence and good-will of those with whom he has been 
brought in contact. 



J. E. HARRINGTON. 

J. E. Harrington is a well known and successful representative of business 
itvierests in Waterloo as president and general manager of the Waterloo Dredg- 
ing Company, Incorporated, having been associated in this connection with 
Patrick and Michael Jackman since Jtine, 1909. Tlis birth occurred in Connecticut 
in 1^77. his parents being Michael and Ellen (Moran) Harnn«:!:tnn. both of 
wliDin were natives of Trehnnl. After coming to the United .^^tates ihey estab- 
lished their home in Connecticut, where the father was engaged in the brick 
business until his retiremait. The mother passed away in 1879, but Michael 
Harrii^on sur\'ives and yet makes his home in Connecticut. 

J. E. Harrington, who was but two years of age when his mother dic<l, 
was reared by his grandparents and acquired his education in ilic ^-^radcd schools 
of his native state. When nineteen years of a^e he went to South l>cnd, Indiana, 
ami took charge of the construction of a power house in the service of San- 
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derson & Porter, hydraulic and electrical engineers of New York city. He 
remained with tlie concern for seven years and during the last four years of 
that period acted as su|>erintendent. In 1899 he went to New Orleans. Louis- 
iana, lo superintend the construction of a sewer which was one of the hrst 
installed in that city. This work was done in the serx'icc of T. J. Shea of 
(Juincy, 'ilhnnis, by whom Mr. 1 hirriiip^ion was cnijiloyed for three year>. On 
the expiration of ihat i>eriod he weiu Uj Chicago and altered tlic eniplo) of 
the Roberts & Schaefer Company, constructors of railroad coal chutes, remain- 
ing with that firm for two ami a half years. He then came to Waterloo, Iowa, 
and here became associated with the bridge>bttilding firm of Bartlctt Kling, 
having charge of the dredge used in excavating material utilized in the con- 
stniction of the Fifth street bridgf. At the end of seven months, when the 
bridge was completed, he fonned a eorpuration with I'atrick and Miehael Jack- 
man in June, 1909, which is known as the Waterloo Dredging Corapan) and ot 
whidt he has served as superintendent and general manager to the present 
time. They own the only dredge of its kind in the city and are utilizing the 
same in excavating material from the river bed for connmercial purposes. Mr. 
Harrington is one (jf three efjua! .stockholders in the concern, which niaintaiii> 
an office at Xo. 1718 River street. The corporation owns si.x acres of Ini'^inc? 
and residence property in Kighnicy's addition lo Waterloo. Mr. Harrington 
has made steady progress in his business career and by energy, perseverance 
and aUUty has won an enviable measure of prosperity and recognition. 

In May, 1905, Mr. Harrington was united in marriage to Miss Eva Murphy, 
a native of Momcncc. Illinois, and a daughter of John JJ. Murphy of that city. 
Our subject and his wife have one son. Edward ].. who was bom in March, 1912. 

In his j>ulitical views Mr. Harritigton is a democrat, but doi-s not (f>tisi(lcr 
himself bound by party ties, taking liic attitude of a liberal-mnidcd and public- 
spirited dtizen on all questions of public mcmient. During the period of the 
Spanish-American war he served for nine months with the Third Connecticut 
\'olunteer Infantry. Fraternally he is identified with the Eagles, while his 
religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Catholic church, of which 
his wife is also a devout communicant. He is justly entitled to the res|x?ct in 
which he is held by a host of warm personal friends in tlie city ami count) 
of his a<loption. 



PETER j. O'CONNOR. 

Feter J. O'Connor is senior partner in the firm of P, J. O'Connor & Sons of 
Raymond, engaged in the grain, coal and live-stock business. They also handle 
engines, automobiles and farm implements and their patronage has now assumed 
extensive and gratifying proportions. Mr. O'Connor is a native of Pennsylvania, 
his birth having occurred in Susquehanna county in 1840. His parents. John and 
Bridget (CarHn) O'Connor, were natives of Ireland, the father havint,' been born 
in County Kerry and the latter in County Mayo. When twenty years ot age 
John O'Connor bade adieu to the green isle of Erin and crossed the Atlantic to 
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the new worlU. He had previously been employed upon a farm in tliat country 
and after readiiog tlie United States he secured employment in connection with 
public works. He labored for a time on the building of the Erie canal and was 
engaged in similar work during the period of his residence in Pennsylvania. On 

leaving the east lie took up his abode in Ogle county, Illinois, but after a short 
tiTne there passed came to Black Hawk county in 1853, settling in Cedar town- 
ship, where he hegan farming. 

The work of improvement and (levelojimcnt had scarcely been begun here, as 
is indicated by the fact that it was jKJssible for him to enter government land. 
He secured a daim and as the years passed on took a nuist active and helpful 
part in the work of general progress and improvement as well as in the advance- 
ment of agricultural interests. There were only three families in the township 
at the time of his arrival. His first home was a dugout and later he built a log 
cabin. He saw many Tnrlians, ^\ho, however, always manifested a friendly 
attitude toward the white settlers. Wild game of all kinds was to be had in 
abundance arid it was no dithcult thing for a good shot to readily supply his table 
with meat. Mr, O'Connor was one of the prominent men in connection with early 
affairs of township and county. He helped organize the township, build sdiools, 
churches and lay out roads. He was truly a pioneer settler in his active assistance 
to all measures calculated to develop the district and advance the welfare and 
upbuilding of the community. He assisted largely in building the early Catholic 
churches and he gave his political allegiance to the flemocratic party. He was 
living in W ashburn at the time of his death, which occurred when he was eighty- 
four years of age. Prosperity had attended his efforts in large measure and he 
had become the owner of six hundred and forty acres of valuable land, on which 
he engaged extensively in stock-raising, making a specialty of Durham cattle. 

Peter J. O'Connor was the third in order of birth in a family of ten children, 
five sons and five daughters. He pursued his early education in one of the old- 
time log schoolhouses of Cedar township and afterward he attended college at 
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. He worked in the fields with his father upon the 
old homestead until twenty-eight years of age and then started out in larmuig 
on his own account. He purchased land which he still owns and today his 
possessions aggregate three hundred and twenty acres in Black Hawk and Kos- 
suth counties. For live years he successfully carried on farming and durii^ that 
period also engaged e.xtensive!\ in feeding cattle, which he drove across the state 
to Nebraska. At length he embarked in the implement Inisiness at Lyons, 
Nebraska, condticting his store there for five vcars. He then turned his attention 
to the live-stock business, in which he engaged for two years and on the expira- 
tion ui that period he relumed to Iowa, w'here he joined his brothers in the 
conduct of the grain trade at Washburn. The lirm of O'Connor Brothers had 
seven elevators and were among the leading grain merchants of this section of the 
state. Th^ also dealt quite extensi\ely in live stock. On leaving Washburn, 
Peter J. O'Connor came to Raymond, where for the past twenty-three years he 
has been engaged in the grain, coal and live stock bttsincss and also sells engines, 
automobiles and farm inii)lemcnts. His trade extends over a wide territory and 
his sales have inrrea.sed year by year. He is interested in the Roth Packing Com- 
pany of Waterloo and in a bank but devotes the major portion of his time to the 
management of his business affairs in Raymond. He displays sound judgment 
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and keen discrimination and carries forward to successful completion whatever 
he undertakes. 

Mr. O'Connor was united in marriage to Catheritic Zimmer, who was bom 
in Poyner township, this county, a daughter of .Mathias and Mary Zimmer, the 
former a native of Germany and the latter of Ireland. The father came to the 
I'nited States when a youth of about seventeen years and. traveling across the 
country, linally reached Uuhuque, whence he walked to Clack Hawk county, 

settling in Poyner township, where he always engaged in fanning. He was the 
owner of one hundred and sixty acres of land, which he convened into a valuable 

property, and as the years passed on his well directed activities brought to him a 
gratifying measure of success, llis political belief was that of the democratic 
part} and his relitrious faith that of the Catholic church. 

Mr>. ( )'C'uiniur was the third in order of birth in a family oi five children 
and by her marriage has become the mother of five children, as follows: John, 
a graduate of the Waterloo high school and a member of the firm of P. J. O'Connor 
& Sons ; William, who is also a graduate of the Waterloo high school and is like- 
wise associated with his father in business : Lillian, who is attending school in 
Waterloo; and Joseph and X'ivian, both of whom are public-school students. The 
family is well known in this section of the state and the members of the house- 
hold have a large circle of friends in Kaymond and throughout the surrounding 
district. 

Mr. O'Connor votes with the democratic party and has held some of the town- 
ship offices. He is a Catholic in religious faith and assisted in establishing the 
first Catholic church of Raymond. He generously supports the church and does 

everything in his (xjwrr to advance the caii^^e of Catholicism in this district. 
Gradually he has worked his way npwanl in his hu«siness connections nnfl is 
accounted one of the foremost representatives of commercial activity in Raymond 
and Poyner township. 



G. W. MOKRIS. 

G. \V. Morris became superintendent of the Black Hawk county farm on the 
1st of September, 1912, and has since made a crecUtable and ammendable record 
in that position of responsibilty. His birth occurred in Van Buren county, Iowa, 
on the 28th of December, 1883, his parents being James H. and Henrietta Mor- 
ris, who are likewise natives of that county, both the paternal and maternal grand- 
parents of our subject having,' been pioneers there. James H. Morris is the steward 
of the Van Buren county farm, while his wife acts as matron. To them were 
born the following children. G. W., of this review; Kay, who is a resident of 
Davis county, Iowa ; Rctson, the survivor of twins, who is attending school at 
Iowa City ; Leland A., who acts as superintendent of schools at Gilbert, Iowa ; 
Ruby, who will complete the high-school course in 1916; Harry, who died in 
infancy ; and Ralph J., who passed away at the age of one year. 

G. W. Morris jmrsued a hip;h-school course at Milton. Iowa, and subsequently 
began farminp: in \ an Buren county, being thus activelv engaged until 1907. In 
that year he became assistant superintendent of the \ an iiuren county farm, in 
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which position he continued for two and a hall years, while subsequently he speiU 
a short time in a similar capacity at the Wapello county farm near Ottumwa. He 
then remained for six months at Burlington, Iowa, and on the ist of September, 
i<ji2, was made superintendent of the Black Hawk county farm, in which position 
he has served to the present time. His important duties in this connection have 
been faithfully and efficiently discharged and the interests intrusted to his care 
have been well and wisely guarded. 

On the 29th of November, 1905, Mr. Morrii> was united in marriage lo Miss 
Kthel Pinneli, a native of Davis county, Iowa, and a daughter of A. J. and Mary 
£. Finndl, who were also bom in that county. To them were bom seven children, 
as follows: William S., who is a resident of Ottumwa, Iowa; Mrs. Ethel Morris; 
Alma, who is the wife of E. O. McGee, of Davis county, Iowa; Howard, living 
in Scotland county, Missouri ; Liiia, who is employed as bookkeeper at the Chero- 
kee State Hospital; Leland, a school student at Milton, Iowa; and Florence C, 
who died at the age of eighteen months. Mr. and Mrs. Morris have one son, 
Kverett W., who was bom on the 2d of November, 1906, and who is now attending 
school. Mrs. Morris pursued a course in music in the university at Mount 
Pleasant and taught that art prior to her marrini^a . 

Mr. Morris is a stanch republican in pnlhics but has never soug^ht nor desired 
office as a reward for his parly fealty, l-'ratcmally he is idcntilicd with the 
Indepciulent Order of Odd Fellows and the Modern Woodmen of America, while 
his religious faith is that of the Methodist Episcopal church. He is a public- 
spirited, able and progressive young citizen and well deserves the high regard and 
esteem in which he is uniformly hdd. 



MELVIN FRANKLIN AREY. 

The Iowa State Teachers College easily ranks among the best institutions of 
its kind in the country and the men at the head of its departments are not only 
scholars but are also men of strong personality and vigorous thought who are able 
to train and develop the power of thinking in their students as well as imparl 
knowledge. Melvin Franklin Arcy, the head uf the department of natural science, 
was born ui Hampden, Maine, January 19, 1844, and alter compleluig his prepara- 
tory course entered Bowdoin College, frcHn which he was graduated with the 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1867. Three years later the degree of Master of 
Arte was conferred upon him. In his early manhood he decided u\x}i\ a career 
as an educator and for several years taught in public and private schools in Maine 
and New Hampshire. The experience thus gained, combined with his thorough 
knowledge of the [jrinciples ot education and his executive ability, well tilted him 
lor his next position, which was that 01 superintendent of schools of Cedar Falls. 
Alter tour years as head of the schools of that city, or in 1877, he went to Fort 
Dodge, where for thirteen years he was superintendent. 

In 1890 Mr. Arey was made professor of natural science at the Iowa State 
Teachers College and is now the head of that department. He understands well 
the needs of the students, most of whom are to become teachers themselves, and 
plans his courses with the aim ot best preparing them for their work. Ue presents 
his subject in such a way that he not only enables hn, students to acquire a 



^ kj .1^ uy Google 



470 



HISTORY OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 



thorough knowledge concerning the pha^c:} ol science touched u|Xii), but he also 
makes it.pOMible for them to use their knowledge efficiently in their future work 
as instructors. 

Professor Arey is prominent in educational circles throughout Iowa and has 
been secretary of the state educational council for twenty-five years. In 1893 he 
was a member of the I iiivcrsiiy of Iowa expedition to the Bahamas and Cuba and 
has served as special assistant in the Iowa geological survey. He is a life mem- 
ber of the state horticultural society, belongs to the state park and forestry asso- 
ciation and the Natwnal Science Association. His high sdiolarship in his student 
days won him electimi to Phi Beta Kappa, and his keen mind and scientific spirit 
K'lve enabled him to accomplish much in the educational world. 

Professor Arey was married on the i6th of May, 1869, at Hampden, Maine, 
to Miss Louise H. Smith. His political bcHol is that ot tlu- rciniblican part\ and 
he has taken considerable interest in local govemmeni and since 1899 has served 
as a member of the city council, with the exception of one year. He is a memoer 
of the Iowa Academy of Science and in 1905 he was its president. His religtous 
adherence is given to the Methodist church and he takes an active part in its work. 
In 1862 and 1863 he was a member of the Twenty-second Regiment of Maine 
Volunteers and rose from the rank of private to that of corporal. He has never 
ceased to feci a deep interest in the Civil war i)triod and as a member of the Grand 
Army of the Republic enjoys keeping up the associations of those days. As a 
teacher of teachers his influence is of a nature that cannot be calculatedt but it 
is far-readiing and effective and he has contributed in a large measure to the 
devebpment of intellectual and moral life of his adapted state. 



CHARLES FAY. 

Charles Fay is a well known real estate dealer of Waterloo, largely specializ- 
ing in handling farm lands of this county and of Iowa. He is a native son of 

Minnesota, bom in 1862, his parents being Randall and Lois (Scott) Fay, who 
in the year 1865 came with their family to Iowa, settling in Hamilton county 
among the pioneers. The father homesteaded liis first land at a time when 
his nearest neighbor was live miles distant and he thus became actively identi- 
fied with the early development and upbuilding of the county. As his financial 
resources increased he afterward purchased other land until he was the owner 
of a fine farm which he developed and improved, making it a valuable property. 
He died in the year 1891 and for eleven years was survived by his wife, who 
passed away in 1902. In their family were three children: Anna, who is the 
wife of D. F Hurd, who resides at Collegeport, Texas, and is a landholder 
of Xorili Dakota; Oscar D., now Hving in Missouri; and Charles, of liiis tevtew. 

The last named acquired his education in the country schools of Hamilton 
county, this state, to which his parents removed with their family when he was 
but three years of age. Through the vacation periods he worked in the fields 
and thus as<:i<tc(! his father until twentv-one years of age, when he went to 
South Dakota and homesteaded land in .Miner e(»unty. There he lived for 
four years, at the end of which time he sold out and removed to Dickinson 
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county, Iowa. There he purchased land and carried on general agricultural 
pursuits for five years. In the meantime he txHi^t tiiree otiier quarter sections, 
for which he paid from six to ten dollars per acre, and a few years later, at 

intervals, he sold his land for an average of forty dollars per acre. As time 
passed he made more of a specialty of real estate than farming and in 1901 
he came to Waterloo, where he opened a real estate ollice, since which time 
he has given his attention to handling farm lands in Iowa. He buys and sells 
much property in this coimty and at all tmies has a large number of farms for 
disposal to satisfy his possible customers. He principally handles land of hts 
own, conducting but few property transfers on the commission basis. He is 
today one of the foremost real estate men of Waterloo and has always con- 
centrated his energies upon the management of property in this state He 
owns a Hat building in Waterloo at the comer of I'Vemont and Vine streets and 
has several vacant lots. ' 

In 1886 Mr. Fay was united in marriage to Miss Margaret Taylor, who was 
bom in Hardin county, Iowa, a dau^ter of MahUui and Elizabeth (Leply) 
Taylor, who were early settlers of Hardin county, arriving there in 1851. The 
father is still livil^ there at the advanced age of eighty-seven years, while the 
mother passed away in 1902. In their family were five children: Joseph, a 
resident of Hardfn county; Ludema, the wife of Adelhert Dyke, of Estlierville, 
Iowa; Alice, the wife of Harvey Williams, of Kldora, Iowa; Mrs. I'ay; and 
Mrs. Mark West, of Mason Gty, Iowa. To Mr. and Mrs. Pay have been bom 
two children: Ethel, now the wife of J. M. Davis, who is with the Inter- 
national Harvester Comi>any at Mason City, Iowa; and llerta, the wife of 
James Zeeryp, who is with the Otis Elevator Company in New York city. 

Mr. I'ay belongs to the Knights of Pythias and hi- wife holds member- 
ship with ilic Pythian Sisters. While he usually voles with ihc republican 
party, he is liberal in his views and casts his ballot according to the dictates 
of his judgment regarding the needs of the situation. He and his family are 
of the Universalist faith. Mr. Fay has practically spent his entire life in this 
state and there are few better qualified to speak concerning farm properties m 
Iowa, for he has studied the situation tiioroughly. knows the value of the soil 
in different sections of the state and is thus able to advise his clients and assist 
them in making judicious investments. 



PROFESSOR BRUCE FRANCIS. 

Professor Bntce Francis, the efficient superintendent of the Cedar l alls city 
schools, well known as one of the ablest educators of this section of the state, 
was bora in Madison county, Iowa, Februar}- 20, 1865, a son of Washington 
and Catherine (Newman) Francis, the former a native of Ohio and the latter 
of Indiana. They came to Iowa prior to their marriage, the mother making the 
journey to this state with her parents in hw nrlhood. while the father came as 
a young man ^vith two of his brothers. They took up government land in Madi- 
son county, near K.irlham. and a part of the town of Earlham has been built 

upon a portion of the land which the brothers entered. The parents of Professor 
T«i. n— » 
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Francis are still living, spending the winter seasons in California, while the 
remainder of their time is divided among their children. 

I^fessor Francis was educated in the public schools and in the State Teach- 
ers' College of Cedar I-'alls. from which he was graduated in 1891 with the degree 
of Master of Didactics. lie afterward entered the State I'liiversity at Iowa City 
and completed his course there by graduation in 1896, at which time the Ph. B. 
degree was conferred upon him. Subsequently he took up post-graduate work 
in the University of Chicago, where he studied in the summers of 19 13 and 1914. 
On omipteting his course in the State Teachers' CoUf^e in 1891 he turned his 
attention to the profession of teaching, becoming principal of the schools of 
Dexter, Iowa, and subsequently he was called to the superinteiidency of the 
.schools at Montezuma. For seven years he acted as superintendent of schools 
at Williamsburg, Iowa, and then went to Mount Pleasant, where he remained 
as tiie efficient and pt^ular st^erintendent for three years. At the end of that 
time he was called to become superintendent of the public schools of Washing- 
ton, Iowa, and a year later, or in 1909, he was offered the superintendency of 
the schools of Cedar Falls, where he has since remained. His work ha- !ieen 
highly satisfactory and he occupies an enviable position among the able edu- 
cators rej)rescnting the public-school system of the state. 

In 1892 Prulessor Francis was united in auirriage to Miss Ella Flater, of 
Bennett, Cedar county, Iowa, who is a graduate of the Iowa State Teachers' 
College of the class of 1892. To them have been bom five children, as follows : 
Dorothy, who is the wife of Owen Parsons and resides in Montana : Helen and 
Harold, both attending the Iowa State Teachers' College; Catherine, a high-school 
student ; and Donald, who is in the eighth grade. The three older children arc 
graduates of the Cedar Falls high school. 

Professor I raucis is a member of the State Teachers" Association and he 
assists Ae State Teachers' College in its summer training work, having been 
made a member of the faculty. He belongs to the Mo^m Woodmen can^ and 
he and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal dnirch. Professor 
Francis serving on the official board. His aid and influence are ever given on 
the side of progress, advancement and improvement and association with him 
means expansion and elevation. He has been a close student of the great sociologi- 
cal, political and economic problems of the day and in his professional career he 
has ever endeavored to maJce his work a factor in die tfiorot^ training of the 
young in preparation for life's responsibilities and duties. 



JOHN H. HOGAN. 

John H. Hogan is a resident farmer of Fox township, where an excellent 

])ropcrty of two hundred and forty acres pays tribute to his care and cultiva- 
tion. He makes stock raising one of the principal features of his business and 
has become widely known in this connection. He was bom in Winnebago 
county. Illinois, in i8c>4. a son of John and Ann (Mullin) Hogan, both of 
whom were natives of County Tipperary, Ireland, the former bom in 1829 and 
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the latter in 1826. The father died in nji^, but the tnotiier is still livii^ on the 
old homestead in Lester township, this county. 

In Ireland John Hogan was a jobber or dealer in cattle, taking cattle from 
one fair to another and making his sa!c> liii tliose ocasions. In 1852 he crossed 
the Atlantic to the United States and made Iiis way direct to Ilitrinis, where 
he followed farming until ii%5- He tlun raine to Iowa and ehlablishtd his 
home in Lester township, Black Hawk county. He found an undeveloped and 
unimproved district. The conditions of pioneer life here existed and the work 
of progress and improvement seemed scarcely b^n. There were oidy two 
stores in Waterloo and only here and there over the county was a settler who 
with courageous spint was meeting the hardships of frontier life in order to 
secure a home. John Ilujiun hrokc the sod witli :in ox team and as the years 
passed on continued his farm work, sharinjj in all the ])rivalions of pioneer 
life but overcoming diftkultics and obstacles as the years passed on until at the 
time of his death he was numbered among the men of atHuence in the county, 
owning and cultivating four hundred acres of land. He assisted in building the 
first church in Barclay township and was interested in the development and 
upbuilding of the coiuity along many lines. Iiis religious faith was that of 
the Catholic church and his political belief was that of the democratic pariy. 

John H. Hogan was the third in order of liirth in a family of seven children 
He was reared amid pioneer ct>ndilions, beinj.; hut a year old when hronj^ht 
to Iowa. He conned his lessons while sitting on the bench in a granary which 
was used as a schoolhouse and later he continued his education in the first 
schoottiouse built in the township. He walked four miles in order to attend 
school. He was, however, ambiticms to ad\ance along intellectual lines and 
made good use of his time and opixjrtunities. Through the summer months 
he worked in the fields, assistinjj hts father in the development and cultivation 
of the old home farm, so that lie was well qualilied to carry on work alonj; that 
line when he started out in business on his own account. When nineteen years 
of age he began working as a farm hand and was thus employed to the age 
of twenty-five years. He then married and settled upon a rented farm, culti- 
vating leased land for ten years. In 1899 he removed to Fox township and is 
now the owner of two hundred and forty acres of rich and amble land which 
rctimis to him a fj^nitifyiiifj atnnial ittcomc derived from the sale of the large 
cnjps which he >;athers yearl\-. His home is an atlracti\e residence. There is 
a good barn thirty-six by eighty feet, and all ol the other niotlern ctiuipmenis 
and accessories of the model fann of the twentieth century. He makes stock 
raising an important feature of his business and keeps on hand a good herd of 
Hereford cattle and also many head of Duroc-Jersey hogs, feeding and shipping 
stock. He als(j raises Percheron horses and is regarded as one of the leading 
stockmen of his township. 

In iS8() Mr. Hogan was tuiited in marriage to Miss Snsnn (iil>bons. a native 
of r.lack Hawk county. Iowa, and a daughter of James and Anna (Wade) 
(jibbons. A sketch of the father, a retired agriculturist residing in Jesup, ajjpears 
on another page of this work. Mr. and Mrs. Hogan are the parents of eight 
children, as follows: Leo, who is still on the home farm; Minnie, a graduate 
of the Waterloo Business College, who is the wife of George (^ragy, interested 
in the Model Laundry of W^aterloo, by whom she has one child, Lloyd ; Dertha, 
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who is employed in Dr. Tniatt's office in Waterloo; and Ray, Alice, Hattie, 
John, Jr.» and Josqihine* all at home. 

The religious fai^ of the family is that of the Catholic church and Mr. 

Hof^an contributes pfcnerously to its support. His j)oliticaI views are in accord 
with the principles of the democratic: party and in 1914 he was elected a town- 
ship trustee. He has also held other local oiTices. He is a very popular man, 
havnng social qualities which have won for him high regard and the enduring 
friendship of many with whom he has been brou^t in contact. He deserves 
much credit for what he has accomplished, for as the years ha\'e passed his 
business atfairs have been most carefully and systematical^ conducted and he is 
today the' owner of om of the hne farms of the county. 



PHILIP PINT. 

Philip Pint is a resident fanner of Poyner township, owning and culti- 
vating a f^ood tract of land on section 26. not far from Gilbertville. He is a 
native son of Black Hawk county, liis l)irth having occurred in Fox township 
in 1872. his parents being Leonard and Mary Uiilley) Pint. The father was 
bom in Germany, in 1837, and the mother was bom in Luxemburg. Leonard 
Pint was a farm hand in his native country and, thinking to enjoy better busi- 
ness opportunities in the new world, he crossed the Atlantic to the United States 
about iSf>2. He cb'd not tarr>' on the eastern coast, but made his way at once 
into the interior of the country. For a short i)criod he resided in Illinois and 
then came to Black Hawk county. He wem 10 California, but after a little 
time returned to the middle west and in this county was inarried and began 
farming. He established his home in Poyner township and was the owner of 
three hundred and fifteen acres of land, which was in his possession for a 
third of a centur)-. In rimeetion with general farming he carried on stock- 
raising and both branches of his business were attended with prosperity. About 
fourteen years prior to his <ie.'ith he renu)\ ed to Gilbertville, where he hved 
retired until called to his tinal rest in the year 1913. His religious faith was 
that of the Catholic church and his political belief tiiat of the democratic party. 
He was one of the foremost citizens of his township and exerted a stroi^ly 
felt and beneficial influence on public thought and action. His widow survives 
and is now !i\ iu^ with her son Philip. 

Tn a family of eight children, Philip Pint was the fourtli in order of liirth. 
He attended the district schools, for there was no ])ar(Khial school in t lilhcrt- 
ville during his i)oyhood. He assisted his father in the work of the home farm 
and remained under the parental roof until twenty-four years of He then 
b^an teaming in Gilbertville, following that pursuit for a year, at tfie end of 
which time he was married and t(X)k up the occupation of farming in Fox town- 
ship. A year later he purchased one hundred and fifty acres of land in Spring 
Creek township and cultivated that place for two years. He then established 
a general mercantile store m ( ,ilh«. rt\ ille. but his establishment was destroyed 
by fire and he (Hd run again engage in nierclumdising in this county. He removed 
instead to Sumner, Bremer county, Iowa, where he conducted a saloon for seven 
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years and at the expiratiuii of that period he resumed fanning near Jesup, Iowa. 
For the past six years he has Hved on the old homestead, where he carries on 
general agricultiual pursuits and stock-raising. His place is well developed and 
improved and its neat and thrifty appearance indicates ihe careful and practical 
supervision of the owner. He is likewise a stockholder in the creamery com- 
pany but devotes ^e most of his attention to ^e farm and its further im- 
provement. 

It) iS<)7 Mr Pint was united in marriage to Miss Barbara Neises, a native 
of lUinuis and a daughter of Frank and Margaret (Krink) Ncises, both of 
whom were natives of Germany, bom n^ Ketch. The father is still living 
in this county at the age of seventy-five years. He came to the United States 
when about twenty-eight years of age and established his home in Illinois, where 
he worked in a stone quarry hut later turned his attention to farming. About 
thirty-four years ago he came to lUack Hawk coiit>ty and during his residence 
here has always been a kmdowner. He is recognized as one of the stalwart and 
substantial citizens of the district. Mr. and Mrs. Pint have four children, 
namely : Edela, Pearl. Magdaline and Gerald. The religious faith of the family 
is that of the Catholic diurdi and Mr. Pint holds membership with the Catholic 
Order of Foresters. Much of his life has been spent in this county and he 
has worked persistently and eneigetically to attain the success which is now his. 



MATHIAS DEMUTH. 

Madiias Demuth is a representative farmer of Fox township and one of the 

present county supen'isors, repre.<;enting Poyner, Fox and Barclay townships 
on tlie county board. He was boni in Will county, Illinois, in 1865. He is a 
son of John and Mary (Sclimars) Demuth, both of whom were natives of 
Germany, the forma- bom in 1836 and the latter in 1848. When twenty-live 
years of 9gfi John Demuth came to the United States. He had been reared 
to the occupation of fanning during the period of his youth, Spent in lAixem- 
burp. and he again followed agricultural pursuits after coming to the new world. 
He did not tarr>' on the Atlantic coast, but made his way at once to Joliet, 
Illinois, and spent his remaininj^ days in Will county. He owned lands there 
and also bought land in Iowa, but never removed to this state. He was very 
retiring in disposition, quiet and unassuming, but his genuine worth was recog- 
nized by those with whom he came in contact. 

Mathias Demuth attended the country schoob of Will COUnty and through 
the period of boyhood and youth lived with his parents upon the home farm, 
giving his father the benefit of his serv ices until he reached the iigc of twenty- 
two. He then came to Black Hawk county and here began farming, first in 
the employ of others and later as a renter, while today he is the owner of 
a valuable property of two hundred and forty acres upon whidi good improve- 
ments have been made. He has devoted his entire life to farming, save for 
one year when he was emplc^ed in the general store of H. E. Nemmers at 
Gilbertville Owing to the death of his wife he retired from fami life in 
1908, but in 1913 resumed the active work of the fields, and now devotes all 
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of his time to his farm. Indolence and idleness have ever been utterly foreign 
to his nature and he could not content hinLself without some occupation. For 
five years he was a director of the Blade Hawk County Mutual Insurance Com- 
pany, but is not connected with that oiigantzation at tfie present time. 

Mr. Demuth was united in roarriage to Miss Barbara Heincii. a native of 
this county anrl a daughter of Valentine and Anna (Marx) Heincn. bodi of 
whom were natives of derniany. born near Trier, .\fter their marriage they 
came to the United States and made their way westward to Black liawk county, 
where they took up their abode in the early '60s. The father was a sub- 
stantial man of affairs and became the owner of laige property holdings in 
Spring Creek township. Hb religious belief was that of the Catholic diuich. 
Mr. and Mrs. Demuth had five children: Ida» John V., Frank L., Maigaret 
and ^^'^lliam. all at home. 

The faniily also adhero to the Catholic faith and Mr. iJemuth give- his 
political allegiance to the democratic party, in the ranks of which he is an 
active, earnest worker. He has held all of the township offices and for two 
terms has served as county supervisor, representing Poyner, Fox and Barclay 
townships. His record in office is highly commendable, as it indicates his fidelity 
to the interests intrusted to his care and his devotion to the public welfare. 
The greater part of his life lias been spent in Black Hawk county and hh 
fellow townsmen recognize in him a self-made man who has worked his way 
steadily upward through persistency of puqwse and intelligently directed effort. 



F. E. DE MOTT. 

V. F.. De Moti is president of the Waterloo Chemical Works, ownijig and 
operating four plaiits, one located at Freeport, Illinois, another at Sioux City, 
Iowa, a Aird at Cedar Falls, Iowa, and the fourth at Waterloo. The business 
was organized in 1907 »nd has enjoyed continuous growth since that time, the 
success of the enterprise being attributable in large measure to Mr. De Mott, 
who remains at the head of the busines«. Each step iti his business career 
has been a forward one. bringing him a broader outlook and wider oppor- 
tunities. He has the ability to correctly judge of his own capacities and powers 
and of those things which go to make up life's contacts and experiences, and 
he ranks today among the representative and honored business men of Blad: 
Hawk county. He vras bom in Toledo, Ohio, in 1877, and is a son of Adelbert 
and Annie (Hubbell) De Mott, the latter a sister of Joseph Hubbcll, who was 
elected a member of the lower house of the state legislature and ser\ed in that 
capacity until his death, which CK'curred in 1904. He was connected with inuch 
constructive kgisklion and left the impress of his individuality upon the laws 
enacted during the period of his association with the assembly. 

F. E. De Mott was but a youi% lad when brought by hs parents to Iowa. 
He acquired his education in the State Normal College and afterward took up 
the profession of teaching, which he followed at Metz, Indiana. He received 
his professional training in the Angola College at Angola. Indiana, and in the 
Toledo Medical College. He afterward went upon the road, traveling for a 
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New York chemical house and also for the Clinton Drug Company of Clinton, 
Iowa. He then came to Waterloo and was instrumental in establishing the 
present business which is conducted under tfie name of die Waterloo Chemical 
Worics. The company was organized in 1907 and the original plant was at 

Waterloo. Since that time the business has constantly and steadily increa5ed 
and they now have four plants, the others being located at Frecport, Illinois, 
and at Sioux City and Cedar Falls, Iowa. They are engaged in the manu- 
facture of heavy chemicals from crude petroleum and oils. They manufacture 
all the products and their output finds a ready and profitable sale. They 
have learned in manufacture to produce maximum result at a minimum expendi^ 
ture of tim^ labor and material, which is the secret of all success in business. 
The company is capitalized for fifty thousand dollars, in addition to which there 
is an emcrEjency reserve. The present officers of the company are: F. E. 
De Mott, prcsi<lent; James Rickert, secretary and treasurer; John F. Miller, 
vice president; M. J. Brown, director; and C. J. Miller, also a director. All 
of these gentlemen are residents of Wafeerioo save the last named, who lives 
in Jcsup, Iowa. From the beginning die new enterprise has grown and developed 
and is today one of the important productive industries of Waterloo. 

Mr. De Mott is also one of the directors of the Commercial Club and Board 
of Trade of Waterloo, an org-anization wliieh is seeking to further the blisinesis 
development of the city, ile is a stockholder in the Security Savings Bank of 
Waterloo and owns considerable real estate in Cedar Falls, including both busi- 
ness and residence property. Mr. De Mott is well known in business circles in 
various sections of the state and was very active in effecting the organization 
of the Iowa State Manufacturers' Association, He was also one of the organ- 
izer<; of the Credit Men's Association of Waterloo, and in these connections 
he does all in his power to l>ettcr business conditions and extend the trade 
connections of the city. His political allegiance is given the republican party, 
but while he is active in its support, he does not seek or desiije public office, 
leaving that to others. He is a tbirty>second degree Mason and has passed 
through all of the chairs in the different branches of Masonry. He is likewise 
connected witli the Henevolent Protective Order of Elks. Public-spirited, he 
does everv-thin*,' in his power to further W aterloo's welfare and he lias l)een a 
close student of many yital civic problems and situations. He was one of the 
active ofgatdzers of Waterioo's municipal batii house and to die project was a 
liberal donator. He has been equally generous to other public activities and 
measures and his wordi as a citizen is widely acknowledged. 



JACOB SCHMITZ. 

Jacob Schmitz, living in Gilbertviite, was formerly identified with farming 
interests but has now retired from agricultural life and is engaged in the manu- 
facture of cement blocks. Pdack Tfawk county num!)ers liim amonp; her native 
sons, his birth having occurred in iS/(>. He attended the common schools and 
rcmanied at home until twenty-three years of age, the usual experiences of the 
farm lad falling to his lot during the period of his boyhod and youth. Two years 
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after he had attained his majority he started out in the business world on his own 
account by purdiasing one hundred and twenty acres of land in Fox township 
which he still owns. He employed progressive methods in his farm work and 

was accounted one of the It-ading agriculturists of his township up to the time 
when he retired from that line of activity. In the meantime he had added to his 
original holdings and is now the owner of two hundred and forty acres of g<}od 
land from whidi he still derives a substantial annual income. While living on 
th^t phu» he devoted his attention to general famung and stock-raising. When 
he left the farm he took up his abode in Gilbertville, where he is now engaged 
in the manufacture of cement blocks, although he still gives general supervision to 
his farm. Tlis manufacturing interests are growing in imi>ortance and his trade 
is increasing year hy year, lie follows modern methods ni manufacture and his 
output is of such a quality that his continued success is assured. He is also the 
owner of stock in the German Savings Bank. 

Mr. Schmitz married Miss Margaret Fisdiels, who was bom in Trier, Ger- 
many, in 1878, and died in 1910. She was a daughto- of Midiael and Elizabeth 
(Brick) Fischels, who were also natives of Germany, the former bom in 1844 
and the latter in 1849. They are now living at r,ilhertville. In his native eonntry 
Mr. Fischels worked as a tarm hand. Coming to America, he has lived for ihe 
past thirty-seven years in this county. He made his way direct to Ko.\ township 
and became the owner of a farm of one hundred and twenty acres which he care- 
fuly and systematically cultivated, so that substantia] harvests have been gathered 
year after year. He is now living practically retired in Gilbertvillc, but still 
supervises his farm and is a stockholder in the l>ank of Gilbertville. He votes 
with the (leinocratie }>arty and is a communicant of the Catholic church. In his 
family were six children, of whom Mrs. Sclnnitz was the third in order of 1)irth. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Schmitz were born seven children, namely : Elizabeth , liildcgard, 
who passed away when four years old; Louis; Leonard; Mary; George; and 
Herbert. 

The family attend the Catholic church and Mr. Schmitz belongs to the St. 
l^wrence Society of Gilbertville. He was the second one baptized in Father 
Nemmers' church at Ciilhertville and he has ever been generous in support of the 
church and the various branches of its work. His political indorsement is given 
the democratic party but he never seeks nor desires office. He leads a busy life 
and his dose application, energy and unfaltering determination have constituted 
the foundation upon which he has buitded his growing success. He is now well 
known in his town and county and has many warm friends who entertain for him 
high regard. 



STANLEY D. MOORE. 

.Stanley D. Moore is associated with various corporate interests in Waterbo 

and is u ell qualified for the position of leadership which he rvrmpies in business 
circles, for he has made good use of his time, talents and opportunities as the 
years have gone on and his powers have grown through the exercise of effort, 
while his outlook has constantly broadened as he has taken each step forward. 
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He is now vice president and secretaxy of the film of Moore & Moore. Incor- 
pofated» is president of tfie Black Hawk Construction Company, president of 
the Moore-Si^ Construction Company, and is a stockholder in a number of 

important enterprises in Waterloo. He has made for himst-lf a creditable and 
enviable place in the business circles of this city, where he has been numbered 
as a resident since i'vo5. His birth occurred in Dubuque, Iowa, in iHik>, his 
father beii^ M. H. Moore, deceased, who spent his youthful days in Vermont 
and on leaving New England removed to Columbus, Ohio. He was well known 
as an able educator and was superintendent of the schools at Columbus. After 
living there for some years he came to Waterloo in 1856 and was one of the 
city's most prominent residents in an early day. He served as suiK?rintendent 
of the schools of Waterloo for a nutnlicr of years and aided in plncin^ the 
school system upon a very substantial basis, giving imix-tus to the work which 
has since been carried on. He was likewise connected with manufacturing 
interests and with other business concerns, becoming one of the organizers and 
first stockholders of the First Bank of Waterloo, known as the First National 
Bank. It was estaUished, however, as a private bank and Mr. Moore became 
its first ])re^ident. Thus along many lines he was closely and actively associated 
with the business (le\ elopment of the city so that his name is inseparably inter- 
woven with its progress. 

.Stanley D. Moore was born in Uubuque in 1880 and was there reared and 
educated, spending his youthful days in a home of culture and refinement. Weil 
descended and well bred, he had early advantages which developed in him 
qualities which have ever commanded respect and confidence through all the 
later years. When he started out in life on his own account he became 
connected with the lumber trade in Marshalltown, Iowa, where he remained 
for seven vears. anc! on leaving that ]>lace he removed to Waterloo. Here he 
made hi.s headcpuirters for a time, but afterward went to the I'acihc coast, 
where he was engaged in the construction business. Since iy05, however, 
Watedoo has been his permanent abode. Here he contimwd in ttie construction 
business and also in the lumber trade, being one of the partners in the firm 
of Moore & Moore, Incorporated, which company owns lumber yards on East 
Fourth street and has its main office in the Lafayette building. While they 
conduct a general constnictinn business they give rnuch of tlicir attention to 
the building of sewers, waterworks and inunieii)al works, i hcy oi>erate extcn- 
.sively along tiiese lines in Minnesota, South Dakota, iowa and Nebraska, em- 
ploying a large force of workmen and conducting a business of very substantial 
proportions. Mr. Moore is thoroughly acquainted with every phase of the 
business, understanding accurately the scientific principles that underlie the 
work as well as all of the practical elements which are involved in construction 
work of the character to whicli tbc company largeb: rlircct- its energies. 

On the loth of November, I'KX). Mr. Moore was united in marriage to Miss 
Ruth Battie, of Marshalltown, Iowa, and they now have one daughter, Mar- 
garet. Mr. Moore belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and 
to the Commercial Club and Board of Trade, of which he was the president 
in 1913. He is prominent as a man whose constant expan^ng powers have 
taken him from humble business connections to the field of large enterprise 
and constantly broadening opportunities. He has ever brought to bear upon 
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the situation a clear tinderstandii^ that readily solves compicx problaiis and 
unites into a harmonious whole unrelated and seemingly diverse interests. His 
Judgment is sound, his enteq>rise unfaltering and his business has ever balanced 
up with the principles of truth and honor. 



J AMES GIBBOKS. 

James Gibbons is a retired fanner residing at Jesup and is the oldest living 

settler of Barclay township, having now passed the ninetieth milestone on life's 
journey. No history of iilack Hawk county would be complete without mention 
of this venerable citizen. He was bom in County Roscommon, Ireland, on the 
15th of August, 1824^ his parents being I^trick and Sarah (Loughan) Gibbons, 
both of wh<mi lived to a ripe old age. The father was a farmer by occupation 
and never came to the United States. 

Jamiss Gibbons attended the common schools of his native country and in 
the year 1847 hade adieu to friends r-Tu! native land and sailed for America. 
He settled first in Rhode island, where he enj^a^ed in fann work for two years. 
He was afterward employed in connection with railroad building at a period 
when a railroad was but of short length, there being two lines in Rhode Island. 
He continued to make his home in that state and in Connecticut and in other 
eastern states until 1850, when he sot^ht a home in the middle west, removing 
to Wisconsin. He found pioneer conditions there and aided in bringing about 
I)resent-day improvement in the thirteen years of his residence in that state. 
He then drove across the country with team and wagon to Iowa, accompanied 
by his family of eleven children. Harclay township was his destination and 
at the end of his journey he purchased land at six and a half dollars per acre. 
This was in 1863, at which time there were only five houses in the township. 
The land that came into his possession was raw prairie on which not a furrow 
had been tnrncfl nor an improvement made. With charaeleris^tic energy, how- 
ever, he l)egan to develop a farm and in the course of years hi? place, having 
been converted into productive fields, was yielding to him rich returns in good 
harvests. His farm comprises one hundred and fifty acres of land. From 
the beginning he engaged in stock raising and kept improving the grade of his 
stock by buying thoroughbred animals. For many years he continued one of 
the active and representative farmers of the commtnnty. but during the past 
!n'ne years has lived retired with his wife in Jesup. lie continued active in 
business, however, lonp; after most men put aside active work and his life has 
been a very busy and u.seful one. 

Mr. Gibbons was united in marriage to Miss Anna Wade, a native of Ros- 
common county, Ireland, and a dau|^ter of Michael and Mary (Rodgers) Wade. 
Her father was a freeholder, owning lands and having the right of franchise. 
He died in Ireland when a young man and his widow afterward came to the 
United States, living in Brooklyn, New York, where she reared her family. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Gibbons have been born fourteen children, some of whom died 
in infancy. The record of the others is as follows: Sister Mary Omar, who 
is in the convent at Sioux City, Iowa; Father Janws Gibbons; a parish priest 
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in Denver, Colorado, who was for twenty-seven years a priest at Leadville, 
traveled in Ireland and is the autlKir of an Irish story entitled The Croppie's 
Retreat; Midiael, a farmer owning land near Kingsley, Iowa, who is married 
and has seven children ; Sarah ; Anna, who is deceased ; Ella, who gave her hand 
in marriage to James Farrell, an agriculturist of Micht^n, by whom she has 
four children; Susan, who is the wife of J. H. Hogan and has eight children; 
Josephine, the deceased wife of Mr. Patterfleld, of Waterloo, hv whom she 
had live children; Henry; John, who follows fanning in Buciianaa county, Iowa, 
and has four children; Peter Edward> who has passed away; and Omar. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gibbons also have thirty-eight grandchildren and two great^^nd* 
children. 

Mr. (jihhons has long voted with the democratic party, but has no political 
aspirations. His religious faith is that of the Catholic church. He is very 
nctivc for one of his age and possesses a good memory. He relates in interesting 
manner many events of the early days in the county, and when he was active 
and mingled among men he was very }>opular. He yet has many wann friends 
in the county and he is today honored as Barclay township's most venerable 
citizen. 



MARTIN HENRY MOORE. 

No history of Waterloo would be conq)lete and satisfactory were there failure 
to make prominent reference to Martin Henry Moore, who was one of the early 

j->ioneer residents of this city and a most prominent business man, aiding in laving 
the broad anil deep foundation upon which rests the present prosperity ' f city 
and county. He was one ot New England's native sons, his birth having occurred 
at Dummerston, Vermont, on the 15th of March, 1829. He was Hberally edu- 
cated, supplementit^ his public-school course by study hi Williams Collie, from 
which he was graduated in 1854 on the completion of the classical course, winning 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts. He then entered upon the profession of tcacliing 
and his ability won him high rank in thai profession. On leaving New England 
he went to Columbus, Ohio, where he accepted the principalship of the schools 
of that city, remaining there during the years 1855 and 1856. He then came to 
Waterloo and for several year^ was superintendent of the schools of this city and 
county and also county surveyor. Not long after his arrival he also engaged in 
the banking business, becoming a member of the firm of Ward, Brsran, Moore & 
Company, which conducted a private bank. The firm was in existence for about 
two years when .\Ir. Moore disposed of his interests and after a few months 
turned his attention to the lumber trade, establishing several mills near Waterloo 
and Cedar Falls, which he conducted until the year 1865. One of these still exists 
as the present Nauman Company. He was a man of determined purpose and 
carried forward to successful completion whatever he undertook. He*enjoyed 
to the fullest extent the high r^ard and confidence of his fellow townsmen in 
Waterloo and it was with deep regret that they learned of his decision to remove to 
Dubuque in 1865. Mr. Moore, however, was the first ])rosiflftU of the First 
National Bank of Waterloo and while a resident of the city he lived in a comfort- 
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able home where the Chicago, Rock Island & Paciiic freight depot now stands, 
at the corner of West Second and Cedar streets, facing on the pladd and 
picturesque Cedar river, about two blocks above the present mill dam. He was 
one of the best and the most progressive of the early residents of Black Hawk 

county and not only largely furthered 1)ii?;iness interests but was also well known 
for his wide charity that prompted his ready assistance to anyone in need. 

Mr. Aloorc was married in Dubuque in 1856, at which time Miss Matilda P. 
Wheeler became his wife. She died in August, 187 1, and on ihc ^3th ot May, 
1876, at French Creek, he was again married, his second union being with Eliza- 
beth H. Radcliffe. His family numbered two sons and three daughters, A. A., 
Stanley, Kate, Annette, and Mrs. 1'. A. Post, of Le Mars, Iowa. 

Mr. Moore si)ciit his last days in Marshalltown and there passed away in J904, 
his death resulting Ironi injuries ^ii.>t;'ine<l in a street car accident a short time 
before. He had been a resident ol Iowa lor many vears and in Waterloo in 
Dubuque and in Mardialltown was remembered as a most valuable and woritiy 
citizen. He was a man of strong mentality and association with him meant expan- 
sion and elevation. Hp wisely used the talents with which nature endowed him, 
made good use of his time and opix)rtunities and as the years passed on left the 
ingress of his individuality for good upon the history of the state. 



NICHOLAS SCHMITZ. 

Nicholas Schraitz is the proprietor of the Evergreen Stock Farm and is ^\ idelv 
and favorably known as a leadins,^ >tockman an<l farmer of Fox townshi;). He 
was born near his present home, in hS^q, and is a son of Jacob and Katrina ? Wel- 
ter) Sclanitz, both of whom were natives ol liailcn, (Germany, the former \x>m 
in 1834 and the latter in 1839. They came to the United States in 1858. Mr. 
Sdimitz sailed for New Orleans and after leaving the Crescent City made his way 
up the river to Dubuque, whence he traveled overland to Black Hawk county. 
He found here a tract of wild prairie practically unbroken, the work of develop- 
ment and improvement having scarcely been bejjun. He began to break the sod 
with ox teams, having purchased land at tour dolLirs per acre. In the cmtrse of 
time the work of the plow and the harrow were seen in well developed fields 
which grew in value as the years passed on, owing to the rapid settlement of the 
county, creating a demand for property, and also owing to the many improvements 
which he placed upon his land. As his financial resources increased he added 
to his original holdings until his property interests aggregated six hundred and 
forty acres. He continued to live upon his farm imtil his death, which occurred 
in iqoo. His widow still survives and now occupies a beautiful and attractive 
home in Gilljcrtville which would be a credit to a city of the size of Waterloo. 
His political allegiance was given the democratic party and he was an active 
member of the Catholic church. He had a wide and favorable acquaintance and 
was popular among his many friends. 

Nicholas Schmitz attended school in Gilbertville and in Fox township and 
through the period of his boyhood and youth he was trained to the work of the 
farm, early becoming familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil and caring 
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for the crops. At the time of his mrriage his father gave him a Uact of land 
until he is now the owner of four hundred and twenty acres of very fine farm 
to which he has added from time to time as his financial resources permitted 
gratifying and desirable financial return. He ako has other business interests, 

land. He feeds and raises Hereford cattle and is also extensively engaged in 
raising Duroc Jersey hogs, his annual sales of stock bringing to him a very 
being a stockholder ni the German Savings liank at Giibertville and in the cream- 
cry company. 

In 1888 Mr. Schmitz was joined in wedlock to Miss Margaret Kayser» a native 
of Buchanan county, Iowa, and a daughter of Gilliuanie and Susan (Kdtges) 

Kayser, who were born in Germany and now reside at Independence, Iowa. They 
emigrated to tlie I'nited States after their marriage and took up their abode in 
Buchanan county, Jowa. where Mr. Kayser is widely recognized as a popular 
citizen and substantial atjriculturist, owning two hundred and forty acres of 
valuable land. Mr. and Airs. Schmitz are the pur cuts of eight children, as toi- 
iowa: Susan, who is (he wife of Michael Jungen, a fanner of Fox townsh^, 
by whom she has two diildren, Michael and Arnold; Leo; Cecelia; Alfred; 
Agnes; Rosella; Atoysious and Anthony. 

The religious faith of the family is that of the Catholic church and Mr. Schmitz 
holds membership in the Roman Catholic Mutual Protective .Association. His 
has been an active life crowned not only with substantial success but also with the 
r^ard and good-will of his fellowraen. The Evergreen Slock i'arm is the visible 
evidence of his thrift and intelligently directed effort. Advancing steadily as the 
years have gone by, he is now numbered among the men of affluence in his com- 
munity and his worth is widely acknowledged by a circle of friends that is abnost 
coextensive with the circle of his acquaintance. 



kUBEKT G. MLSSETT. 

Robert G. Mussett devoted ahnost sixty years of his life to boiler makii^, in 
which connection he was well known as a representative of manufacturing and 
industrial interests in Waterloo for a considerable period, being proprietor of the 
Waterloo Steam Boiler Works. At the present time, however, he is living retired 

in the enjoyment of a rest which he has truly earned and richly deserves. He 
was born in Kihiiarnock, .Scotland, on the loth of March, 1844, his ijarenls being 
John and Jane (Mills) Mussett, who were likewise natives of the land of hills 
and heather, in which they si)ent their entire lives. The father was a weaver by 
trade and thus provided for the support of his family. 

Robert G. Mussett was the eighth in order of birth in a family of nine children. 
He attended the .schools of Kilmarnock but his educational opportunities were 
quite limited, as he began working when but eight years of age, being first em- 
ployed in a tobacco factory in Scotland. \S hen about twelve years of n^e he 
beean learning the cabinetmaker's trade, which he followed tor a year, but think- 
ing to find other pursuits more congenial, he then took up the trade of boiler 
making, at which he worked in Scotland and in England until he had attained Ms 
majority, being enqdoyed as a journeyman boiler maker. He then resolved to 
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try his fortune in the new world and in 1865 crossed the Atlantic, esublishing 
his home at Parkersburg, West Virginia. He afterward went to Chillicothe, 

Ohio, where he remained for about two years. Later he traveled over Texas 
and the southern states, also in Peru and other portions of South America, work- 
ing at his trade all of the time The year iX'i^) \\\\ni:>sQ<\ his arrival in Iowa and 
he opened a boiler shop in W aterloo, known as llie W aterloo .-Meani Coder \\ orks, 
for die manufacture of steam boilers, smoke stadcs and sheet steel work of all 
descriptions. He remained activdy and successfully in the business until 1913* 
when he retired from active labor in the factory. He devoted practically sixty 
years of his life to boiler making and there is no phase of the ljusiness with whioVi 
he is not familiar. As success has attended his efforts he has made investment in 
real estate and is now ihc owner of properly in Waterloo and also in Cook county, 
Illinois. The rest which he is now enjoying is indeed well deserved. 

On the 10th of July, 1869, Mr. Mussett was united in marriage to Miss Martha 
Patton, a native of Paterson, New Jersey, and a dat^hter of Alexander and 
Martl» Patton. The father was born in t'dasgow. Scotland, while the mother's 
birth occurred in Xew ^'<)rk city. After traveling hfe s journey to<;ether for more 
than forty years Mr. and Mrs. Mussett were separated in tlie death of the wife 
on the 22d of February, 1910. They were the parents of six children, namely: 
John, who is deceased ; Robert T., residing in Waterloo, who conducts his father's 
factory ; James, who has passed away ; William, who is associated in business with 
his brother Robert; Adam, deceased; and Martha, who is employed as a ste- 
nogra] 1 I and who resides with her father in W^atcrloo. 

Mr. Mussett exercises his rijjht of franchise in support of the men and 
measures of the republican part\ Intt political otlice has never had attraction for 
him. He attends the Presbyterian church but is not a member of any lodges or 
clubs. He feels that he is now permanently located in Waterkx), expecting to 
spend his remaining days here. His life has indeed been an active one and there 
are many interesting chapters in the record, for his travds have taken him into 
various sectkms of the world and brought him many experiences. 



HARVEY WILLIAM DEAN. 

Harvey William Dean, a well known contractor of Waterioo, was horn in 

Waverly on the 21st of June, 1873, a son of Ceorge R. and Helen (Chamberlain) 
Dean, both natives of the Empire state. In 1856, after their marriage, they 
came to Iowa and located at W'avcrh . whei e the father engaged in teaching school 
for some time. He subsequently became identitied with agricultural pursuits and 
for a nvunber of years was a prosperous and successful farmer. He passed to his 
reward in 1901. His widow is making her home with the subject of this review. 
To their union were bom nine children, six of whom died in childhood. Charles 
A. is a carpenter of Waterloo and has six children. Emma, deceased, became the 
wife of Charles H. Shepherd, a resident of Vermont. Harv^ William, of this 
review, is the youngest of the family. 

The last named attended the district schools in the neighborhod ot \\ averly 
until he was a youth of seventeen. As soon as he was old enough he began assist- 
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ing his father with tiic plowing and with other farm work and as his strength 
increased he did more and more of a man's work, so that by the time he reached 
maturity he was an efficient agriculturist He engaged in fanning until twenty- 
eight years of age, when he learned the carpenter's trade, which he followcfl 
until 1908. In that year he turned his attention to jjcncrnl contracting rnul in tin- 
spring of 1914 located in W aterloo, where he tornied u inirtnership with 11. S. 
McVey under the lirm name of Dean & Mc\'ey. After several months Mr. Ucan 
purchased the interest of his partner and has since remained alone in the busi- 
ness. He takes contracts for erecting buildings of all kinds and also buikis 
houses whidi he later sells, and as his interests are well managed his business 
yields htm a good profit annually. He owns a number of valuable residence prop- 
erties in Waterloo and is one of the well-to-do men of the city. 

On the 3d of October, loi i. Mr. Dean was married to ^^iss Marj' Ivens, who 
was bom in Wisconsin, u (jauL,lit<T of Charles and Lucy (Collins) Ivens, who in 
1908 removed to Iowa. Her laiher died on the iith of March, 1912, and her 
mother is now living in Seattjc, Washington. To Mr. and Mrs. Dean has been 
bom a daughter, Leone Mildred, whose natal day was June 3, 1914. Mr. Dean 
takes a citiaen's interest in affairs of government. He is not active in politics, 
however, as he finds that his business demands his entire time and attention and 
as he believes that in carefully managing his own aflfairs he is also contributing 
to the growth and expansion of Waterloo, and his initiative and enterprise are 
making him one of the leading contractors of the city. 



R. C. FERGUSON. 

R. C. Ferguson is well known in Waterloo, where he has long l)een success- 
fully engaiifed in business as a well driller and in the sale of windmills and pumps 
and their equipments. He maintains a well appointed estabhshment at No. 708 
Independence avenue. His birth occurred in Pennsylvania in 1863, his parents 
being Edward and Isabdle Ferguson, the former of Scotch ancestiy and the 
latter of Irish descent. In x866 th^r came west to Iowa, setting in Bennington 
township. Black Hawk county, where the father purchased land and followed 
farming until his demise, which occurred on the 5th of December, 1876. Mrs. 
Ferguson, however, survives and makes her home in Waterloo, where she is widely 
and favorably known. .She is the mother of six children, one daughter and five 
sons, as follows ; George, who is a member of the hrni known us the Ferguson 
Manufacturing Company of Waterloo; R. C, of tiiis review ; Stephen, Albert ami 
Charles A., all of whom are engaged in business as members of the Ferguson 
Manufacturing Company ; and lona. the wife of Jess Noble, who holds the office 
of postmaster at Manitou, Colorado. 

R. C. Ferguson, who was hut three years of age when brought by his parent*; 
to this county, acquired his education in the public schools of Bennington town- 
ship and after putting aside his text-books devoted his attention to general agri- 
cultural pursuits until he had attained his majority. Subsequently he spent two 
years in California and then returned to Black Hawk county, since which time, 
with the exception of a period of three years spent in the plant of the Fetguson 
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Manufacturing Conifwny, he has been continuously engaged in business at Water* 
loo as a well driller and in the sale of pumps and windmills. In dieae connec- 
tions he has built up an enterprise of extensive and profitable proportions and has 
gained an enviable reputation as a business man of ability and unassailable 

int^rity. 

In 1893 i'erguson was united in uurriage to Miss Sarah Gensert, who 
was bom in Illinois and aoqnired her educaticm in tte sdmob of Boinington 
township, this county. Her parents were Frederick and Caroline (Humer) Gen> 
sert. The father, who followed the stonemason's trade in early manhood, sub* 
sequently turned his attention to agricultural pursuits and followed farming 
throughout the remainder of his active business career. His demise occurred 
in February, 191 1, in Waterloo, w here he was Hviii^ retired. To him and his wife 
were born seven children, as follows: Mrs. Mary Steeley, who is a resident of 
Brandon, Iowa; Mrs. Sarah Ferguson; Geoige, Uvtng in Chicago, Illinois; John, 
who makes his home in Waterloo, Iowa ; and Susie, Frances and William, all of 
whom are deceased. To Mr and Mrs. Ferguson .have been born tlie following 
children, namely: Berneth, whose husband is a tinner by trade; Floyd, who is 
associated with his father in business; and Leona, Robert, Marion and Carl, all 
of whom are attending school. 

Mr. Ferguson is a democrat in politics but does not seek nor tlesire office 
and does not consider himself bound by party ties, his attitude on all questions 
of government hting ^t of a liberal-minded and public-sfnrited citizen. Fra> 
ternally he is identified with the Modern Woodmen of America, while his religious 
faith is indicated by his membership in Grace Methodist Episcopal church, to 
which his wife and children also belong. The period of his residence in F-lack 
Hawk county covers nearly a half century and he has long been numbered among 
its valued and esteemed citizens. 



AMOS A. EYESTONE. 

Death ofttimes claims those whom a community can ill spare. It was with 
the deepest r^ret that his fellow townsmen learned of the passing of Amos 
A. Eyestone, who had long been a representati\-e farmer and stock raiser of 
Mount Vernon township. He lived on section 26, where he owned a good tract 
of land which he carefully developed and improved according to modem methods. 
He was born in Ohio and came to the west during the pioneer epoch in the 
developnicnt of Black Hawk county, as is indicated by the fact that it was 
possible for him to purchase kmd from the government. Not a furrow had 
been turned nor an improvement made, but with characteristic energy he began 
to break the sod and plant his fields. It was not until after he had served in 
the Civil war, however, that he undertook the task of developing his farm. 
Following the outbreak of hostilities hetween the north atid the south, his 
patriotic spirit was aroused and he joined the Union army, becoming a member 
of Company IJ, Thirty-first Iowa Regiment, with which he served for tliree 
years, after which he was mustered out with the rank of corporal. 
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Upon receiving his honorable liisclwrj^^e Mr. I'.ycsionc rciurncd to Imva and 
took possession of his farm. He then resolutely set lumself to the task of 
developing the fields and in addition carried on general stock raising, con- 
tinuing in botli lines of business until his death. As the years passed on he 
prospered in his undertakings and became the owner of three hundred and 
twenty ncrcs of highly improved farm land, constituting one of the best prop- 
erties of Mount Vernon township. \\'hcn he arrived in tiic county all was wild 
prairie covered with millions ot flowers through the summer months and pre- 
senting a dazzling, unbroken sheet of snow through the winter seasons. Mr. 
Eyestone was a resolute man and carried forward to successful completion 
whatever he undertooic 

On the nth of April, 1867, Mr. Eyestone was united in marriage to Miss 
Mora Mcnonalil, a native of Scotland and a daughter of Donald and Mary 
McDonald, who were likewise ijorn in the land uf the hills and heather. They 
came to America when their daughter, Mrs. Eyestone, was but two weeks old 
and settled in Mil¥raukee, Wisconsin, mnoving at. a later date to Iowa. The 
father purchased land and began farming in Black Hawk county and became 
well known among the representatiN c agriculturists of his community. He died 
at tlie age of seventy two years, while his wife passed away at the age of 
lifty-nine years. In their family were seven children: .Archibald, Mary, John 
and Jcarniette. all of whom are deceased; Alexander, who is living^ in the state 
of Washington; Mrs. Eyestorie; and one who died in infancy. Ihe father 
at the time of his dmth was the owner of a fine farm whkh he had developed 
from the unbroken prairie. His religious faith was that of the Presbyterian 
church and his life was guided by its teachings. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Eyestone were bom five children : William S., now living 
on the old homestead; Mary E., the wife of Seth Gilbert, of Black Hawk town- 
ship; Ethzelda, who married William Deeming, of Black Hawk county; W. A., . 
who occupies the old homestead; and Jeannette, the wife of Otis dinger, of 
Waterloo. Mr. Eyestone exercised his right of franchise in support of the 
men and measures of the republican party and served his township in the 
position of trustee. He passed away September 25, 1898, and many friends 
as well a> hi< immediate family moumed his loss. Mrs. Eyestone still oceupicv 
the old homestead, which was the property of her husband, and is comfortably 
iiituated in life. 



S. G. LEVERSEE. 

S. G, Leversce, a prosperous and representative farmer and stock-raiser of 
Black Hawk county, has here resided for more than six decades and is well known 
as the proprietor of the Hardscrabble Farm, embracing one hundred and eighty 
acres of land on sections 29 and 30, Mount Vernon township. His birth occurred 
in Rensselaer county. New York, in 1837. his parents being Dow and Catherine 
I-eversee. who were likewise native*? of the F.mpirc ^fate. Removinfj to Illinois, 
ihey purchased land near Frecport but subsequently disposed of the property and 
Tai. n-tr 
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went to Wisconsin, in which state Dow Levcrsec loliowed tarming lor a few 
years. 

In 1^3 he brought his family to Cedar Falls, Black Hawk county, Iowa, pur- 
diasing and locating on a tract of land three-fourUis of a mile north of the dty. 

Later he sold the place, however, and took up his alnxle on section 29, Mount 
\>mon township, where our subject now makes his home, heitijt^ there actively 
engaged in agricultural pur.suits until his demise in March, 1H72, Prosijcrity 
attended his undertakings and he accumulated four hundred and eighty acres of . 
vahsable bind in this county. For many years he conducted a blacksmith shop in 
connection with his farming interests and also devoted considerable attention to 
stock-raising. He gave his ix)litical allegiance to the democracy and held a num- 
ber of local offices, including that of justice of the peace in Mount Vernon town- 
ship, in which connection he won a most enviable rejnttation. His wife, who 
survived him tor more than a quarter of a century, passed awav at tlie home i>t 
her son, S. G., in 1898. i o them were l>orn seven children, as follows: One wlio 
died in infancy ; S. G., of this review; Austin W. and Charles, both of whom are 
residents of Mount Vernon township, this county : Mrs. Emma J. Pattee. living 
in South Dakota ; Darwin, who is deceased ; and another who died in infancy. 

S. G. Leversec enjoyed but meager educational advantages in his youth, early 
assisting his father in the blacksmith ^hop He was a youth of sixteen when he 
came to this county with his parents and he worked with his father until the 
time of his marriage at the age of twenty eight years, when he staricd out as an 
agriculturist on his own account, operating that part of the old homestead which 
had come into his possession. This he has cultivated continuously and success- 
fully since. At one time he owned two hundred and fort\ acres and he still 
has a valuable and highly improved farm of one hundred and eighty acres in 
Mount N'ernon township, all of the land being in a hitjh state of cultivation. In 
con!ie(-tioTi with the raisini^ of cereals he was also at one lime an extensive breeder 
01 biack polled cattle, this branch of his business adding materially to his annual 
income. 

In 1866 Mr. Leversee was united in marriage to Miss Emma J. Eyestone, a 

native of Ohio and a daughter of Abram and Elizabeth (Lundy) Eyestone, who 
established their home in Rlack Hawk county in r^5.V l''*>tb have jxisscH away, 
the mother surviving; the father for some years. Their children were six in lumi- 
ber, namelv : Amos, dccea:>ed ; Mrs. Kmnia J. Leversee. who has also passed away ; 
Mrs. Elizjibeth HoUaway, who is a resident of Calhoun county. Iowa; Mrs. Hulda 
Walker, living in Nebraska; Willis, who is a resident of Lincoln. Nebraska : and , 
Mrs. Etta Harshbarger. who also makes her home in Lincoln, Nd>raska. Mr. 
and Mrs. Leversee became the parents of six children. William, the ehlest, was 
bom in 1866 and died in 1888, at the age of twenty-two years. Florence gave 
her hand in marriage to I'd Hollenbcck, of Roberts countv. South Dakota, by 
whom she has har! three children : Dow ; and two who died in infancy. Marquis 
A., whose birth occurred in 1875. is an agriculturist of Roberts county. South 
Dakota, and has one son, Ross. Samuel T., bom in 1877, resides upon and 
operates his father's homestead. In igoo he wedded Miss Harriett Whillis, a 
native of Cedar Falls, Towa, and a daughter of James and .\lma Whillis, the 
former bom in Scotland and the latter in New York. The father took up his 
abode in Iowa in 1872, while the mother came in 1864, and both are still living in 
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this sUte. To Samuel T. and Harriett (Whillis) Leversee have been bom five 
children, as follows: Lu^Ua, whose birth occurred in 1901 ; Bertram, whose natal 

year was 1903: and George. Alma and Feme, who were born in the years 1906, 
1908 and TQio respectively. Amns C. the fifth child of Mr. and Mrs. S. G. 
Leversee. was l)orn in 1879 and resides in VVashinp^ton township, this county. In 
1900 he married Miss Luella Heifer, a daughter of Jesse and Hannah Helfcr. 
Irene, bom in 1881, gave her hand in marriage to Rolla Chenney, of Cedar Falls. 

S, G. Leversee is a democrat in politics and for a number of years held the 
office of township trustee. He likewise served as a member of the school board 
for many years and has ever discharged his pubhc duties in a most prompt and 
capn^Mr manner. His fraternal relations are with the Masons and the Independent 
Order of Odd h'ellows. A resident of lUack Hawk county for more than six 
decades, he is well known here, and he and his family stand high in the esteem of 
the entire community. 



CASPER LINDNER. 

Casper Lindner is a resident and representative farmer of Fox township, 
living on section 6, and is numbered among the self-made men of his county, 
for from the age of fourteen years he has been dependent entirely upon his 
own resources. He was born in the Rhine province of Germany in i860, a son 
of Bernard and Mary ( Neisen) Lindner, the former bom in 1834 and the latter 
in 1840. The father followed farming in his native country and in 1888, attracted 
l)y the op|)ortunities of the new world, came to the United States. li\inf^ near 
Uopedalc, Illinois. He also resitleil for a time in that town and ultimately he 
retired from active business and took up his abode in Chicago, where his last 
day.s were spent. He was a Catholic in religous faith. 

Casper Lindner attended parochial schools in Germany and when fourteen 
years of as^e hetran working as a farm hand, but only followed that occupation 
for a short unie. when he secured employment in a stone quarry. He afterward 
worked in stone quarries and upon the railroad for some time and in 1880 
he went to Hoi>edale. Illinois, securing employment as farm hand near tliat 
place. Six years were devoted to the woric of the fields, at the aid of which 
time he took up his abode in the town and became connected with the elevator 
at that place. He was recognized as one of the prominent and influential citizens 
and for three years filled the office of aldcnnan. He then befjan farming on 

nwn account, and in I«;i2 he reniovefl to l»lacl< Hawk county, where he has 
snice resided, his home being on section 6, Fox township. He has made many 
warm friends during the period of his residence here and enjoys the good will 
and confidence of those who know him. 

In 1886 Mr. Lindner was united in marriage to Miss Katrina Stiren, a 
native of Badem, Germany, and a daughter of Bernard and Leona (Jung) Stiren, 
who were honi in the years i82<> and 1830. respectively. They never came to 
tliL' I'liitcil States, and Mr. .*>tiren served in the wars of lH')6 and 1871 in 
• lenuatiy. He owned considerable property and was a very popular and influ- 
ential citizen of his town, holding a positon equivalent to that of mayor in this 
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country. Mrs. Lindner, who was the third eldest of six children, crossed the 

Atlantic to America when about twenty-five years of age. By her marriage she has 
become the mother of the following children : Mathias. a farmer residing 
at Lake rreslon, Smith Dakota, who is married anrl has three children; Rose, 
who ga\e her haixl in niarriaei'e to W'illliain \\\v<kii, a blacksmith of Lore, near 
Dubuque, Iowa; William, an agricuhurisi oi South Dakota; Bernard, a resident 
of Waterloo. Iowa; Mary; and Daniel, who assists his father in the operation 
of the home farm. 

Mr. Lindner and his family arc conmiunicants of the Catholic churcli at 
T^aymrMid ami he was active in establishing the church there. Mis political 
indorsement i*? ^iven the democratic i tarty and for cic^ht years lie filled 
the uftice of township trustee. Fraternally he is cunneeted with tlie .Modern 
Woodmen of America, His good qualities have gained him warm regard 
among those with whom he has been brought in contact, while his business 
ability and enterprise have placed him among the substantial residents of Fox 
townshij). He has never had occasion to regret his determination to come to 
America, for here he fnund the opportunities which he sought and in their 
utilization has gained a place among the well-to-do citizens of his adopted county. 



HERBERT B.. STUART. 

Herbert B. Stuart h the president and general manager of the Northern File 
Company, conducting a eontracting and iobliint^' l)usincs< in marl)le. tile and tire- 
place fixtures at Waterloo. Their contracts call them into various sections of 
Iowa, Minnesota, northwestern Illinois and southern Wisomsin and the business 
is one of the leading industries of the city. Mr. Stuart was bom in Otsego, Mich- 
igan, June I4i 1883, and is therefore a comparatively young man before whom the 
future holds out many promises of success in recognition of his close application 
and unremitting: cnerj^y. He is a son of Willis M. and Grace (Ross) Stuart. 
The father was liorn in ranaiiia. New York, July 2, 1849, and the mother's birth 
occurred in Trowbridge township, about five and a half miles from Otsego, New 
York, in April, 1855. Early in life Willis M. Stuart engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness in Michigan and there continued in the trade for thirty-five years. He is 
still a resident of Otsego, Michigan, where he is now living retired. He wa.s 
also connected with the Otsego Qaar Company during the time that he engaged in 
the lumber business and his commercial and industrial interests were among the 
important business concerns of the community in which he lived. To him and his 
wife have been born three children. 

Herbert B. Stuart, the second in order of birth, attended the schools of Otsego 
and also of Plainwell, Michigan. When sixteen years of age he was employed as 
a travding salesman hi Michigan and afterward entered the employ of the firm 
of Martin & Martin of Chieacro. in which business he was engapred for al)out 
two years. For a brief period in his teens he was also engagfcd in the printing 
business and when a youth of eiti^htcen began sellinfj life insurance for the 
Prudential Company, which he represented tuitil he attained his majority. He 
then went to Grand Rapids, Michigan, where he engaged in the printing business 
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for three years. He afterward became a traveling salesman in the employ of the 
E. O. Bolhnan Manufacturii^ Company, selling wire goods for about six months. 
He next went to New York city, where he entered the employ of the William 

Green Publishii^ Company, remaining there for about eight months, when he 
returned to Chicaf^o. He wns then employed l)y the firm of Martin & Martin as a 
traveling salesman Inn iftti a brief period came to Waterloo on the 17th of 
October, 1909, and iiere engaged in the tile l)ii*iness, organizins^ the Xorthern Tile 
Company with his brother Earl as a partiur. Subsequently his brother sold out 
to A. £. Park of Waterloo and then they incorporated the business under the state 
laws of Iowa. Mr. Park was connected with the concern for about two years, 
when he sold his interest in the business to C, T>. Stuart of Benton Harbor, Mich- 
igan, a second cousin of Herbert B. Stuart. The firm is now conducting a con- 
tracting and jobbiiii; hu?ine«<; in marble, tile and fireplace fixtures and their busi- 
ness covers a wide area in the northern part of the Mississippi valley. Herbert B. 
Stuart, as president and general manager of the company, devotes his entire time 
to the business. He has thoroughly acquainted himself with the trade, imder- 
stands die market and is qualified to execute orders promptly and efKcientiy. 
That his work has given uniform satisfaction is indicated in his constantly grow- 
ing trade, which has already assumed extensive proportions. 

On the T3th of November. 1910, Mr. Stuart was imited in marriage to Miss 
Dott Evelyn Smith, a native of Indianapolis, Iowa, and a daughter of Everett 
and Laura (Malaby) Smith, the latter a native of What Cheer. Iowa, while the 
former was born in Illinois. The father engaged in ilie grocery business in early 
life. He removed to Iowa and was connected with the grocery trade in Gibson 
and also at Tilton. He died in the year 1905 and his widow now resides with 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart, who arc the parents of a son, Bruce, bom March 13, 1913. 

Mr. Stuart is a member of the Commercial Quband Board of Trade of Water- 
loo. Tn politics he is independent and has never aspired to public oflFice. preferring 
to concentrate his ener^it s upon his business affairs, which are carefully conducted 
and are bringing to him substantial success. Since starting out in life on his own 
account at the age of sixteen years he has steadily worked his way upward and 
has gained for himself a most creditable position in the business circles of 
Waterloo. 



JOHN VOUNGBLUT. 

John Youngblut is a fanner and stockman of Fox township, his place being 
known as the Rural Home Stock Farm. Success has attendeid his efforts and 

his place gives every evldenee of the progressive spirit of the owner. .\ native 
of Black Hawk county, Mr. Youngblut was born in Cedar townshij) in i860, 
his parents being Frank and .'-^n^an ( Zemnierel ) Youngblut. The father's birth 
occurred near Auspelt. T Ai.xeinburtj. Gerrnanv, in while the mother was 

born near Phalcn, Lu.xemburg, in 1829. lie worked as a farm laliorer in his 
native kingdom and on crossing the Atlantic to America tended at New Orleans, 
and thence proceeded up the Mississippi river to Dubuque, from which place 
he made his way across the state to Black Hawk county in 1852. Here he was 
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employed as a farm hand for a number of years and then purdiaaed land and 

b^n farming, meeting all of the hardships and experiences which constitute 
the conditions of pioneer life. He jiaid nine dollars per acre for his land, 
which is today very valuable property, owing to the improvements whirh he 
placed u\x>n it and the natural rise in land values as the result of llic growth 
in [>opuIation in this district. In the later years of his life he lived retired 
in Gilbeityille and there passed away in 1892. His wife survived him lor 
fourteen years, dying in 1905. Mr. Yom^bhit was a very active and faithful 
member of the Catholic church and aided in building with shibs the first ehurch 
of that denomination in ( lilbertville. In politics he was a dcmocrnt atui did all 
ill liis ]Hnver to further the success of the party Tie stood for {>rogress and 
advancement in all things and his worth was widely acknowledged by many 
who knew him. 

John Youngblut is the only surviving son of his father's family. He attended 

the district schools and also the Catholic schools of Waterloo and through the 
periods of vacation he worked in the tields. After his text-books were put aside 
he g^ave his entire attention to farm work and assisted his father to the agfe 
of twenty-three years and then l>eLf;m fariTiing; on his own account by rentincj 
land. He spent three years m dial way. during which time lie lived most 
economically until his industry and frugality brought him a sufficient sum to 
enable him to purchase some of the land which he now owns. He has been 
engaged in farming and stiK k raisiuj.^ since that time and occupies a prominent 
position in that connection. He raises and feeds Hereford cattle. Duroc-Jersey 
hogs and F.el^ian horses lie is justly accounted one of the best farmers of 
Fox township, for he makes wise use of his time and up|x>riuiiiiies and has 
converted his farm into most productive fields, utilizing the soil to the best 
advantafe. His holdings now comprise three hundred and thirty>five acres and 
the crops which he annually harvests bring to him a gratifying income. Stock 
raising is likewise an important factor of his business and the results achieved 
thereby are t^ratifyin^ He is likewise a director of the Black Hawk County 
Mutual Insurance Coni{*any. 

In 1884 Mr. Youngblut married Miss Margaret Robert, a native of tliis 
county and a daughter of Nichohs and Julia (Mitchell) Robert. Her father 
was bom in Luxembuiig in 1822 and her mother in Ireland in 1&42. She was 
brought to the United States when three years of age and is now living in 
Waterloo. Nicholas Robert and Frank Youngblut were bachelors together in 
Frenchtown. now dilhcrtx inc. and in 1R52 worked as farm hands for Mr. 
Poyner, for whorn I'oyner township was named. It) 1856 Mr. Robert went 
to the pineries of Wisconsin an<l lived there for three }ears. He then returned 
to Black Hawk county and Nicholas Robert resided near GiOiertville on land 
which he owned. He was one of the early settlers here when pioneer conditions 
prevailed and he assisted in the early develoi)ment and upbuilding of his section. 
He was a Catholic in his religious faith, a democrat in his political views, and 
he was active in both connections Mr and .Mrs. ^'oungblut have become the 
parents of ten cliihlren. Frank, who is the owner of a hardware store at 
Oran. Iowa, is married to Miss Anna I'hillips and has four children, Mabel, 
Josephine, Leo and Burton, Josephine dying at the age of seven years and six 
months; John, a resident farmer of Poyner township, married Macy Phttlips, 
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a sister of his brother !• rank's wife, and they have three ehildren. Roy, Klor- 
ence and Louis; Dora is the wile of John Ahlcs, a resident fanner of Fox 
township, and they have four children, Josie, Josephine, Francis and Eulalia; 
Peter and Clarence are both at home; Maigaret is the wife of Henry W cyden, 
of Barclay township ; Joseph, Julia* Arthur and Albert are all attending school. 

The parents are communicants of the Catholic churdi and politically Mr. 
Youngblut is a dernocrat. He is active in the work of the party and his opinions 
carr)' wcip^hl in its local councils. He has been justice of the peace tor the 
])ast seventeen years and was tf)wnshij) trustee fur nine years, in which con- 
nections he has discharged his duties with marked promptness and fidelity, 
winning for hhn the high commendation of all concerned. His business record 
has been most commendable in tiiat earnest purpose and diligence have con* 
stitiited the foundation on which he has built his success. The Rural Home 
Stock Farm is one of the valuable properties of the county and in raising Here- 
ford cattle. Duroc-Jersey hops and P.elgian horses he has done much to improve 
the grade of stock handled in this county. 



GEORGE BOPP. 

George Ropp carries on general famiinf^ and stock rai.<ing on section 25, 
Mount Vernon townshiji. where a ^ood tract of land pays tribute to the care 
and labor which he annually bestows upon it. He was bom in Germany in 1852. 
The father died in that country, and the mother, with her children and her 
parents, afterward came to the new world, arriving in America in the latter 
part of the year 1853. They first settled in York county, Pennsylvania, and 
there the mother married again, becoming the wife of William Bopp. The 
children of her first marriage, two in number, Georffc and PJlen. afterward 
took the tianie of their ste[)father. The daughter is now the v\ife of Joseph 
I.avver, of .Xaperxillc, Illinois. 15y the mother s second marriage there were 
born three children, of whom two died in infancy, the other being Maria, the 
wife of David I'Vy, who died in Illinois in 1S97. 

George Bopp was but an infant when brought by his mother to the new 
world. He was twenty-one years of age when he left home and about that 
time he married. He worked ovit by the day and month, at anythin<^ tliat he 
could get to do for some time, but afterward secured employment in a nursery 
and still later in a buggy factory anf! in a fork factory. He was employed for 
six months and thus earned the money with which to buy his first household 
goods. He was living at tiiat time in Illinois. He rented his father-in-law's 
farm and continued its cultivation until the death of the latter in 1873. Mr. 
Bopp then purchased forty acres of the old homestead and lived thereon for 
six years. He then sold that property and invested in about eighty acres of 
land in Kendall roimty, Illinois, upon which he resided for six years. At the 
end of that time he sold out and rented a farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
in Will county, Illinois, upon which he Hved for four years. He next rented 
another farm for three years, and in t886 he bought eighty acres of land, to 
which he afterward added a tract of one hundred and twenty-seven acres in 
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Kendall county. Three years later he disposed of that property and came to 
Black Hawk county, Iowa, where he became the owner of two hundred and 

forty acres of land on section 25, Mount Vcmon township. Since that time 
he has bought land in Bennington township ami now owns three hundred and 
twenty- four acres of hiijhly improved land, all richly cultivated. His farm work 
is carried on according to the most progressive ideas. He practices the rotation 
of croph and docs everything possible to enhance the productiveness of the soil. 
His fields have been brought to a high state of cultivation and he annually 
gathers rich crops, the sale of whidi brii^ him a most gratifying income. 

In 1872 Mr. Dop]> was united in marriage to Miss Caroline Book, who was 
bom near Jolict, Will county, lllitiois. her parents htini^ John ami Margnrct 
Book To them have been born seven cliildren, of wiioni two daughters and 
four ^oiis are yet living, as follow.s ; Eilward Charles, who is a resident of 
\\' aterloo ; William John, who lives in one of his father's farms ; Samuel Peter, 
who resides on a farm in Mount Vernon township; Robert H., at home; Mary L.. 
who is the wife of Walter Ponsford, of Waterloo, Iowa : and Lulu Ethel, also 
at home. Samuel and Robert both attended business college in Waterloo. 

The family arc adherents of tlv 1a angelical church of Waterloo, and Mr. 
Bopp belongs lo the Modern \\'oodnicn cani|). His political indorscnuMU is 
given to the republican party, for he believes that its platfonn contains the 
best elements of good government, but he has never been an office sedcer. Since 
starting out in life for himself at an early age he has been dependent upon his 
own resources, and whatever success he has achieved is the direct reward of 
hu persistency of purpose, his diligence and good business judgment. He is 
among those who have liad a part in winning for Town its reputation as an 
agricultural center, leading the country in the production of com and scarcel> 
surpassed by other states in the production of still other cereals. 
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